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Author’s Note
This work materialised after meditating on a photo of
Chogyam Trungpa holding a revolver to his head.
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bionn tu do do lamhach féin
de shior — lamhach mise:

cearc fraoigh ag scréachail

you are constantly
shooting yourself — shoot me:

a moorhen shrieks
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cuir piléar trid an gceann seo
an croi, an t-anam:;

sruth slé’ ag gairi

put a bullet through this head
this heart & soul —

laughter of a mountain stream
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milseain iad do chuid piléar
cognaim iad

& deintear sionnach diom

your bullets are sweets
| chew one

& become a fox
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a lamhachair chitin
go hard os cionn do challain féin

seabhac i gcéin

silent shooter
towering over all your commotion

distant hawk
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a! beal le beal
le Annie Oakley

& aimsitheoiri Haidéis

ah! mouth to mouth
with Annie Oakley

& the sharpshooters of Hades
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& da n-oscloinn leathshuil
lamhach aris mé

gan teip

& should | open an eye
be sure

to shoot me again
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idir an da linn
lAmhach an Dalai Lama

an Papa, Ardeaspag Canterbury

meanwhile
shoot the Dalai Lama,

the Pope, the Archbishop of Canterbury
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lamhach an tsrincne
nathair ag siosarnach

sa bhféar

shoot the umbilical chord
snake rustling

in the grass

gD 5% & BT
9595

HTp 5~

11



lamhach
croiméal aisteach

an Aba Tulku Ramjam Rinpoche

shoot
the outlandish moustache

of Abbot Tulku Ramjam Rinpoche

=
F2L 2l T AL JRNF D

2 [F A D MNTF

12



l[amhach an bardo
osclaionn bearna

sna driseacha

shoot the bardo
a gap opens

in the brambles
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lamhach an crann
a dhreapamar trath

an ann do fés, an ann ddinne?

shoot the tree we climbed as boys
is it still there

are we?
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l[Amhach an scathan —
dean smidirini de —

éiri na gréine 6rga

shoot the mirror
make smithereens of it —

rising sun of burnished gold
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lAmhach an chrithloinnir, tais,
amhran maidine

na fuiseoige

shoot heat shimmers, incense,
morning song

of the lark
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lamhach an ghealach
lAmhach blathanna drachtmhara

an scail sa drucht

shoot the moon
shoot dewy flowers

reflections in dew
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lAmhach na malai diallaite
a chaithis a bheirit

le n-ithe

shoot the saddle bags
you had to boill

to eat and survive
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[Amhach an sioc liath
ni raibh faic eile

a fhliuchfadh do bheola

shoot the hoar frost
you had nothing else

to moisten your lips
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lAmhach an scailean
buachailli b6 & indiaigh

dusta ar an rod

shoot the screen
the cowboys & injuns

dust on the road
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lamhach an buabhall ban
ni bheidh seans eile agat

go ceann i bhfad

shoot the white buffalo
you won’t get another chance

for a long time
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[Amhach a bhfuil ar chlé
lAmhach a bhfuil ar dheis

lAmhach a bhfuil sa lar

shoot those on the left
shoot those on the right

shoot those in the centre
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seabhran an philéir
leoithne earraigh lamhach iad

suile dunta

whizz of bullet
spring breeze shoot them

with eyes closed
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lamhach an t-aigéan
lamhach an spas amuigh & istigh

corran gealai

shoot the ocean
shoot outer space & inner

sickle moon
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lamhach an t-iasc eitilte
an ghrian ag preabadh

ina shuil

shoot the flying fish
the sun pulsing

in its eye
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lamhach an foghlai
torai taisce na leathchoise

lit pearoide

shoot the pirate
the one-legged treasure hunter

a green parrot roars
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mamo a fagadh sa sneachta
chun béas a fhail —lamhach i

... goirt dhreoite

granny left out in the snow
to die all alone — shoot her

... withered fields
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lamhach an ceo
ina shlaod amach as béal an cheo

caoirigh ar strae

shoot the fog
streaming out of the mouth of fog

sheep gone astray
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lamhach an yeiti
in ainm Dé nil ann ach nuis

flichshneachta

shoot the yeti
in the name of God, he’s a nuisance

sleet
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é siud
ar an gcrois cuir piléar trid

dorchaionn an la

your man
on the cross put a bullet through him

the day darkens
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an te ata i bhfeighil
an ladrainn lamhach é

féileacan bui

the guy in charge
of the drone shoot him

a yellow butterfly
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lamhach an gaire
lamhach deora ceilte —

bogha ceatha iarnona

shoot the laughter
shoot hidden tears —

afternoon rainbow
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beathai roimhe seo
lamhach iad go léir —

cac asail i ngort

previous lives
shoot them one by one —

a donkey turd in a field
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paiste ag éag
in Gaza lamhach é

gathan gabhainn

dying child
in Gaza shoot him

head of a dandelion
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na blathanna silini sin
lamhach gach aon diabhal ceann

acu

those pesky pesky
cherry blossoms shoot each & every one

of them
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lAmhach

scaileanna & a gcuid scaileanna sleamhaine

ruball francaigh

shoot
shadows & their slippery shadows

the tail of a rat
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lamhach e
b'fhéidir go n-éisteodh sé —

cuach fhuafar

shoot him
& maybe he’ll shut up —

loathsome cuckoo
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lAmhach é lamhach é
lAmhach an teachtaire damnaithe

cuach & cuach eile

shoot him shoot him
shoot the damned messenger

a cuckoo then another
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lAmhach an breac breac
san abhainn bhreac

plab

shoot the speckled

trout in the speckled river

plop
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lamhach
an t-eas reoite maighdeanduil

ciinas

shoot
the frozen virginal waterfall

silence
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scamall ag gabhail thar braid
cen fath nach lamhachfa e?

gaoth an mharta

the passing cloud
why not shoot it?

march wind
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an litir ghra
mar an gcéanna lamhach i

boladh labhandair

the love letter
same story shoot it

scent of lavender
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an geoidléir
a cheapann gur cearc é

lamhach sa toin é

the yodeller
who thinks he’s a hen

shoot him in the arse
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lamhach
an Moéna Lisa idir an da shuil

seangan dubh ag valcaeireacht

shoot
the Mona Lisa between the eyes

a black ant out for a stroll
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an cat sin
Pangur Ban lamhach anocht é

peitil & ndunadh

the cat
known as Pangur Ban shoot it — tonight

petals closing
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lAmhach an chuach
nuair a thiocfaidh si amach

as an gclog

shoot
the cuckoo when she comes out

of the clock
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lamhach an saighdiuir
a bhronnann réaltai

& strioca ar an mbaintreach

shoot the soldier
who presents stars

& stripes to the widow
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lAmhach an bhaintreach
lamhach sa ghluin alainn i

banbh ag sceamhail

shoot the widow
shoot her in her beautiful knee

a piglet squeals
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lAmhach
an t-adhlacthoir

a bhroga snasta chomh dubh le hairne

shoot the undertaker
his polished shoes

black as sloes
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lamhach an spideog —
an t-anam a eitlionn as loigin na baithise

fuirrrrrrr

shoot the robin —
the soul flying out of the fontanelle

whirrrrr
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lAmhach an dollar
an euro, franc na heilvéise

& araile

shoot the dollar
the euro, swiss franc

& so on
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bain triail as bonn sterling
scaip inchinn na banriona

ar fud na bhfud

try a sterling coin
scatter the brains of the queen

all over the place
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lamhach an t-éan
a scinn thar an loch

is nar fhag aon rian

shoot the bird
that left no trace as it skimmed

over the lake
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lAmhach

an rian déistineach nar fhag sé ina dhiaidh

sreang dheilgneach

shoot
the disgusting trace not left behind

barbed wire
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lamhach an fear bréige
lamhach a uaigneas siorai

sa ghort

shoot the scarecrow
shoot his everlasting loneliness

in the field
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lamhach
an hata gaifeach aige —

an gaige!

shoot his
showy hat —
fop!

D
IRF LN 25T

PHED !

56



lAmhach an siolla riunda
a labhair sé uair amhain —

& nach eol doé féin

shoot the secret syllable
unknown to him

& once uttered by him
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lamhach lui na gréine
go dti nach mbeidh braon fola

fagtha

shoot the setting sun
until not a drop of blood

is left
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lAmhach Bealach na Bo6 Finne
lig dom breathnu

ar na réaltai reatha

shoot the Milky Way
let me watch

the falling stars
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lAmhach an t-abhac dubh
cad ta ann ar aon n6s?

sioc ar noinini

shoot the black dwarf
what is he anyway?

frost on daisies
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lamhach an coileach
sula ligeann sé scairt

aris

shoot the cock
before he starts to crow

again
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lamhach an t-iogai
& é ina sheasamh

ar leathchois in Gangothri

shoot the yoqi
standing on one leg

in Gangothri
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lamhach an bhriongléid
an ciméara

na saighneain ainnise

shoot the dream
the mirage

the miserable northern lights
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lAmhach na mna
IS amhrain churtha rise acu

ara

shoot the women
singing their rice-planting

songs
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lAmhach an coca féir
lamhach aris é

ar eagla

shoot the haystack
shoot it again

just in case
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lamhach na pirimidi
san eigipt & i meicsiceo

cnead on ngaothran

shoot the pyramids
In egypt & in mexico

groan from a fan
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lamhach an bhé
ae croi & duain

seanbhuaircin

shoot the muse
her liver heart & kidneys

old pinecone
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lamhach an tv,
ceamara slandala fon poca

riomhaire

shoot the tv
security camera mobile phone

computer
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lamhach
cad is ainm do

Tadhg na Scuab

shoot
what’s his name

the man in the moon
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lamhach an leipreachan
lamhach an siofra

an feairin sa ghairdin

shoot the leprechaun
shoot the elf

the garden gnome
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lAmhach
an chéad chu

amach as na boscai

shoot
the first greyhound

out of the traps
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lamhach an capall neamhchiontach
a d’ith an roiseog

neamhchiontach

shoot the innocent horse
that ate the innocent Rose

of Sharon
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lamhach an broigheall
a thainig anios is a ghob

folamh

shoot the cormorant
that came to the surface

with an empty beak
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lAmhach an homunculus
(t& boladh uaidh) an golem

& an dybbuk

shoot the homunculus
(he smells) the golem

& the dybbuk
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lamhach an muisiridn
IS € ag smaoineamh air féin

sa doircheacht

shoot the mushroom
thinking of itself

in the dark
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na déan moill
lamhach Sicin Friochta Kentucky

liinn an coileach fraoigh

don’t delay
shoot the Kentucky Fried Chicken

the moor cock roars
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lamhach Santoka
ta a mhun bui ag rith sios

an sliabh

shoot Santoka
his yellow piss is running

down the mountain
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lamhach an frog
| lar an aeir

0S cionn an tseanlochain

shoot the frog
in the air

above the old pond
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lamhach na ceithre/cuig raithe
lamhach an sagart rua

Vivaldi

shoot the four/ five seasons
shoot the ginger priest

Vivaldi
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lAmhach an braon lofa baisti
ar an spionan —

blosc toirni!

shoot the stinking raindrop
on the gooseberry —

thunderclap!
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[Amhach an seilide
ar a bhealach

go Hiroshima

shoot the snail
on its way

to Hiroshima
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lamhach Mahavir
sula scarann lena chldéca

solas ag éag

shoot Mahavir
before he parts with his cloak

fading light
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shoot this thing:

&

a bullet below

a bullet on top

lAmhach an rud seo:

piléar thios

piléar thuas
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lamhach an camall
is é ag dul

tri chré snathaide

shoot the camel
going through the eye

of a needle

SR & BT
#DHZF

Wo Tk <

86



lamhach spéir dhroim an ronnaigh
& an préachan ata

beag beann uirthi

shoot the mackerel sky
& the crow

that’s totally indifferent to it
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lamhach daid & mam an phréachain
dearthaireacha

deirfidracha

shoot the crow’s father & mother
& all his brothers

& sisters

U T RADKEFEET
A&
V(7

88



lAmhach
an nead fholamh —

an fhuaire inti

shoot
the empty nest —

the coldness inside
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l[amhach an macalla faon
On gcrag

deireanach

shoot the faint reverberations
of the very last

caw
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lamhach an focal ‘préachan’
I ngach teanga

ata ag éag

shoot the word ‘crow’
in every dying

language
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lamhach na cleasa
| siopa na gcleas

i nDUN Phris

shoot the jokes
in the joke shop

in Dumfries
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lamhach an t-ailigéadar
sa chamra

& a chairde dradghaireacha

shoot the alligator
in the sewer

and all his grinning friends
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reodog ghéar
ag fas ar shréon an bhada —

lamhach i

a sharp icicle
descends from the buddha’s nose —

shoot it
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lamhach von Stauffenberg
sula gcrochfar

ar chruca feola craorag é

shoot von Stauffenberg
before he is hung up

on a crimson meat hook

PO TS LE
IR & 72 5 ATl

TG e Ry T N T F BT

95



lamhach Gandhi
& Martin Luther King

sula l[Amhachfar iad

shoot Gandhi
& Martin Luther King

before they are shot
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ar do chapall ban, Drala,
lamhach pé ni

a thagann isteach i d’intinn

on your white horse, Drala
shoot whatever comes

into your mind
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lamhach Drala, do chapall ban
lamhach an tseitreach

ata dofheicthe

shoot Drala, your white horse
shoot the whinny

that is invisible
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l[amhach an tds an chrioch —
é siud ag ithe inni éisc

cois locha

shoot the beginning the end —
the man eating fish entrails

by the lake
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lAmhach an fuacht feannta
a choscann

doirteadh an tae

shoot the fierce cold
that stops tea

from pouring
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lamhach & fhios agat go rimhaith
nach bhfuil piléar ann

na targaid

shoot in the perfect knowledge
that there is no bullet

no target
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l[amhach an leabhar seo
cuir poll ann

geac ag teacht ar an saol

shoot this book
put a hole in it

a yak comes into the world
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an € an namo gurave €?
scairteann cuach mharbh:

guru guru!

IS it the namo gurave?
the shot cuckoo cries

guru guru!
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Gabriel Rosenstock
Born, so to speak, 1949, Kilfinane, Co. Limerick, in post-
colonial Ireland. Poet, playwright, haikuist, essayist,
author/translator of over 170 books, mostly in Irish (Gajel
Taught haiku at the Schule fir Dichtung (Poetry Academy),
Vienna, and Hyderabad Literary Festival. Prolific tratstaf
international poetryigter alia Rabindranath Tagore, Seamus
Heaney, Glnter Grass, Georg Trakl, Georg Heym. Hilde Domin,
Peter Huchel, Munir Niazi, Ko Un, Kristiina Ehin, Nikola
Madzirov, Dileep Jhaveri, Igbal, K. Satchidanandan, Haman
Divate, Said), translator of haikinfer alia Baslo, J W Hackett,
Issa, Jack Kerouac, Andres Ehin, Petar Tchouhov, K. Ramesh,
Kala Ramesh, Janak Sapkota), plays (Beckett, Frisch, ¥eats
songs (Bob Dylan, Kate Bush, Leonard Cohen, Bob Marley); he
also writes for children, in prose and verse. Represent&g#h
European Fiction 2012Dalkey Archive Press) andaiku in
English: The First Hundred Yeaf®V. W. Norton & Co. 2013).

Books IrelandSummer 2012, says of his nowdly Head
is Missing:‘This is a departure for Rosenstock but he is
surefooted as he takes on the comic genre and writes a stbry fu
of engaging characters and a plot that keeps the readendgurni
the page.’

Where Light Begings a selection of his haikuThe
Invisible Lightfeatures photo-haiku in Irish, English, Spanish
and Japanese with work by American master photographer Ron
RosenstockEFluttering their way into my heafEvertype) is an
exploration of haiku for younger readers. New and selected
poemsl OPEN MY POEM . (translated from the Irish)
published in 2014 by PoetryWala, Mumbai, and in Ireland by
CIC asMargadh na Miol in Valparaiso/ The Flea Market in
Valparaiso Other English-language titles includ@e Partisan
and other stories Evertype),Haiku EnlightenmentCambridge
Scholars Publishing)lhe Naked Octopugrotic haiku
(Evertype),Uttering Her Namebhakti-inspired poetry (Salmon),
The Pleasantries of Krishnamurplion-Duality Press)Haiku,
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the Gentle Art of DisappearinCambridge Scholars
Publishing).

He is a member of Aosdana (the Irish academy of arts and
letters).

Rosenstock’s Blog address:
roghaghabriel.blogspot.ie

Contact detalils:

e-mail: grosenstockO4@agmail.com

Mariko Sumikura’s Blog address
http://papillon.vpweb.jp/

Contact detalls:

e-mail: editors@ama-hashi.com
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Read more....

The Naked Octopus: Erotic Haiku in
English with Japanese Translations

Publisher: Evertype (September 21, 2013)
7 Language: English

ISBN-10: 1782010483

ISBN-13: 978-1782010487

CHE: Haiku Glimpse in English with
Japanese Translations

Publisher: Japan Universal Poets Association
(December 24, 2014)
Language: English
ASSI: ****************
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