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E FA C E. 
'T is 'Veryfarprizing that the Letters 

of Abelard and lleloife ha'lJe not 
Jooner appeartd in Englilb, Jinu 

el'!e;!f'.,',inc;~',.:J~~ it i~ ge11erally allowed hy all whr, 

ha'Vl /ten them i11 othtr L1U1g1111g11 
that . they are writttn 'With the 

greAJ,jl Paflion of any ;,,· this lind which art E~tant • 

.And it is certain, that the Letters from a Nun to a 
Cavalier, which have fa long he1n lnO<UJn and admir­

ed 4111ong us, are in all Re.J)eOs ief erior to them. 
Whatev.tr theft were, theft are lna,wn to he gem,in, 
Piem, . ~ccajion1d hy an Amo11r which had 'Vtry 1xtra-. 

tmlinary Conj,q,Jtllm, and made a great Noift at tht 
'Time whm it happe111d, heing het<wm, two of tht 

-fl dijli,rgui/lml P,,fons .of that Age. 
'Theft Ltttm therefore . heing truJ_, wrilttn hy tht 

Pe,fons themftl'Ves, ,who.ft Namn they hear, and 'Wh, 
_'Ultrt both remarlulhle for their G111i11s and Lt11r11inz, 
as well as hy · a mojl extra'lJagant P aflion for tacb o­
thtr, ore wery rwhll'e full of Sentiments of the Htart, 
( which are 11ol>J,Q he imitated in a fiit1ttd Story} and 
'lo1'ches of Natshe',••m"'h more morr.>ing than a,v whic/11 
~o,Jd j/lJ'W frtm1 the Pen of a Writer of /tr'll'Vels, or 

A z 111ter 
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P R E F A C J!!. 
nttr it1to th1 Imagination of anJ •·ho had nol ft" t'-' 

. liA, BrmliotU aniDi,lr,§is. 
· 'I!IJ Wirt ,.,iginal!, written in. Latin, and aretx­

tant in a Coileilion of th, Works of Abelard, print1d. 
at Paris iR the ru~r r 616, With ,what Elegance at1J. 
/J1aMIJ ,r Stile tl,tJ <were ,writt,,. in that L-.,zgMagt, 
will /11.fficient/y appear to th, karned Reader, even ~ 
thofe ft-w Citations ,u•hich art jtl at th: Bollom of th1 
Page in fame Plam of the fal/o'l)dng H,ji,ry. BIii tlJI 
Boo'1 here mentioned conjifting chiefly ,if School Divinity,. . 

• and qf the Learning of thofl 'limes, ani then.fort h,ing 
mrtly to be met <with hut i11 JMh/ick Li/Jraries, a•d ;~ 
the Hands of fame learned Mm, the ltttu-s of Abelard 
and Heloife art much more known by a 'T rt111flation, 
or rathu P araphrafl of them i11 French, Ji,jl pub/ijh­
ed at the Hague in I 69 3> 4nd rv,:hich tlfter<wards r1-

cei-ved fl•veral other more compkat EditioRJ, 'l hiJ 'Iran­
jlation is mMch applauded, hut ,who <was th, AM1hor of 
it is not ctrtainly kn0<wn. Monji,ur Bayle fays; h, had 
heen informed it <was done by a Woman; and jerhaps 
h, thought no on, htjides could have 1,rtered Jo tho­
,.oaghly into th, Paj/ion antl'Iendtm,fi of fach Writings, 

for -whuh that Sex flems to have a more natuNZi Dif-
pojition than tbe other. 'Ibis may he j11dged h-, t/Je let­
ters themflkJtS, annng <which thofe of Hcloifc are th, 
•oft tender and mlJ'lling, and Ule Majler fonm in this• 
Particular to hll'Vt he,n excelkd hy the Stlnlar. 

111 fo1111 of t!H later Editioni in French,. ther, has 
1,,,,, prefixed lo th1 Lettm an Hijlorical Acco1111t of 

• Abelard anti Heloifc ; thii is chi,JIJ e:rtraEl,d fro,,. 
tl» 
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P R E F A C E. 
tht !Prifact of the Editor of Abelard's Wor!ts in Lat,·,,, 
,QIU/ ftcm th, Critital DiBionary of ~-.Ji,11,: Bayle•,· 
,who h01 p11t togtthtr, 11nJn. /l'Vlra/ .Artic/11, all tb, 
Parti<11/ars ht 'Was ahlt to co/l,ll conctrning thtji t,u,•o 

fa11J1J11s Perfons: .dntl tho11gh the firji Litter of Abelard 
to Philintus, in 'Which h, rt/ates his o<Wn Story, may 

fiem to hav, rendrrtd this Jccount in part unntcf/fary.; 
,Jlt the Reader will not he difpleajetl (o jee the 'Ihread 
of the R,lation intire, and m1tin11ed lo the Drath of tht 

P"fons rwhoft Misfortunts hadmadt their Lives fa vtry 
rtmarlcahle. 

It is indml impoffihle to he u11mOV1d at the /11rpriz. 

ing and m11/tiplitd .Ajfiilliom and Ptrfec11tiom which 
l,tjiJ a Ma11 of Abelard's fin, Gu,i,u, 'Whitt ~ut fat 

thtm fa ftelingly deft,ihed hy his own Hand. Many of 
'thtji were ~ing to the Ma/ic, of fach as were hn 

Enemies on tht Account of his fuperior Ltarni11g 411J 
Merit; Jtl the grtat Calamities of his Lift too!t thtir 
Rif, from bis 11nhappy lndulgenct of a triminal Pajfo,,,, 
mu/ giving himj,!f a Looft to llll'Warrantable Pleafures. , 
.Afttr this ht 'WaJ #trpttt,ally i1t'Uotved in Sorrow · and 

Dijireji, mu/ in vain fought for Eaft and Y<_uitt in a 
M11najlic!t Lift. 'Ih, Lettm hetwun him and bis he­

loved Heloifc wtrtnot writt1n till long afttr th1ir Mar­

riag1 and Separation, anti when tach of them was dt­
Jicattd to a Lift of R,Jigion. Accordingly wt find in 

them J11rprirdng Mixt11r11 of DtvoliOII and 'ltndtrnefs, of 
Penitence and rtmaining Frailty, a,,d a lively Piflure 

of Human Nature in its Contrari1ti11 of Paj/ion '"'" 
Rtafan, its Infirmities and its. Sufferings. 

• Yid, .dr1u. Abelard, Hcloife, Foul4ucs, 111111 Parac 
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THE 

HIS T -O R. Y 
OF 

ABELARD and HELOISE. 

a Eff'ER ABE LARD was born 
in the Village of-Pa/air, in Brita11.J. 
He lived in the twelfth Century, in 
the Reigns of u,wis the Groft, and 
Lrwi1 the rou1rg. His Father's Name 

was B1ranger, a Gentleman of a confiderable and 
wea1rhy Family. He took Care to give rus Chil­
dren a liberal and pious Education ; efpecially his 
cldefr Son Pt'ter, on whom he endeavoured to be­
tlow· all pollible Improvements, becaufe there ap-

, A + peared 
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1th, 1{ I I 1' 0 tl Y ,f 
peared in him an extraordinary Vivacity of Wlt, 
joined with Sweetnefs of Temper, and all imagin-
able Prefagee of a great Man. ' : 

When he had made iome AdvanceJrfent in 
learning, he grew fo fond of his Books, that, 
Id!: A!fai1 a of the World migltt interrupt hie Pro• 
ficiency in them, he quilted his Birthright to his 
younger Brother, and applied himfelf entirely to 
the Studies of Philofophy and Divinity. 

Of all the Sciences to which he applied himfelf• 
that which pleafcd him moll, and in which he 
made. the greatcf\ Progrefs, was Logick. He had 
a very fobtle Wit, and was incelfantly whettiiig _it 
by Difputes, out of a reftlefs Ambition to be a 
Malter of his Weapon•. So that in a fhort Time 
he gained the Reputation of the greateft Philofo­
Jlher of his Age ; and has always been efteemed 
the Founder of what we call the Ltarning if i!H . .. 
Schoo/men. 

He finifhed his Studies at Paris, where Learn• 
ing was then in a very flouri1hi?g Condition. In this 
City -he found that famous Profdfor of Philofophy, 
William des Champtaux, and foon became his fa­
vourite Scholar, but this did not !aft long. Th~ 
Profdfor was fo hard put to it, to anfwer the fob­
tie Objections of his new Scholar, that he gre'IV 
uneafy with him. The School foon run into Par~ 
ties. The fenior Schol.us, tranfportcd with Envy 
agaihft .Ahelard, feconded their Mailer's Refent~ 
tll<n-t. -AU this ferved only to encreafc the young 

Man'• 
I 
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A B E L A R D and H E L O I S E. S 
Man~s Prefumption, who now thought himCclf 
{ufficiently qualified to fet up a School of his own, 
For this Purpofe he chofe an advantagco111 Place, 
which. was the Town of Me/.,,, ten Leagues from 
Paris, where the Fr111,h Court refidcd at that 
Time. Champea11:ie did all that he could to hinder 
the erefling of this School ; bot fome of the great 
Courtiers being his Enemies, the Oppofition h~ 
made to it only promoted the Ddign of his Rival. 
. The Reputation of this new Profe.lfor made a 
marvellous Progrefs, and eclipfed that of Cham­
peaux. Thefe Succe.lfe1 fwelled ..1-htlard fo much, 
that he removed his School to CQrbtil; in order to 

engage his Enemy the clofer in more frequent 
Difputations, But his exceffive Application to 
Study brought upon him a long and dangcroaa 
Sicknefs, which cooftrained him to return to Jaia 
Native Air. 

After he had fpent two Yean in hi, own Coun­
try, he made a fecond Adventure to Pari,, where 
he found that his old Ant3gooift ~ had 
refigned his Chair to another, and wu retired 
into a Convent of Ca,m,, Reg.Jar, aMng whom 
he continiied his Letl:ilres. Abelar4 attacked him 
with Cuch .fury, tl\at he quickly forced hill!I to re­
nounce his Tenets, Whereupon the poor Monk. 
became fo defpicahle, add· his Antagonift in fuch 
great Ell:eem, that no Body went to the Leaard 
1Jf Champeawr, and the nry Man who fuccccded 

hi• 
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him in his Profefforlhip, lifted ander Ah,larJ, and 
became hia Scholar. 

He wu fcarce fixed in his Chair, before he 
found himfelf cxpofcd more than ever to the 
·Strokes of the moll: cruel Envy. Endeavours were 
ufcd to do him ill Offices by all thofc who were 
any ways difaffefled to him ; another Profeffor 
waa put into his Place who had thought it his 
Doty to fubmit to .Abelard ; in fhort, fo many 
Enemies were raifed againft him, that he was for­
ced to retreat from Pari1 to Melun, and there re­
vive his Logick· Leflures. But this held not long; 
for hearing that Champraux with all his I_nfantry 
was retired into a Country Village, he came and 
poftcd himfelf on Mount St. Genevieve, where he 
erea1d a new School, like a kind of Battery 
againft him whom Ch11111p,aux h:id left to teach in 
Paris. 

lhampta,,t underftanding that his Subftitute was 
thas bc:6cgcd in· his School, brought the R,gJar 
C-0111 back again to their Monaftery. But_ this, 
inftcad of relieving hts Friend, caufcd all his 
Scholar.a to defc:rt him. At which the poor Phi­
Jofopher was fo mortified, that he followed the 
Example of his Patron Chll1lljtlUIX, and turned 
Monk too. 
. The Difpate now Jay wholly between Ab,kutl 
and Ch-Je1U1X, who renewed it . with great 
Warmth on both Sides: bat the Senior had not 
the bcft Gn't. While it was depending, Abtlard 

was 

-. 
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A .B E L A R D and H E L O I S E. ; 
was obliged to vifit hia Father and Mother. who 
accordin& to the Falhion of thofe Timc1, had re­
folved to forfake the World, and retire into Con­
vents, in order to devote themfelves more frri­
oufly to the Care of their Salvation. 

Having affifted at the Admiffion of his Parents 
into their refpe8ivc Monallerie1, and received 
their Bleffing, he returned to Paris, where du. 
ring his Abfence, his Rival had betn promoted to 
the Bifhoprick of Cha/ons, And now being in a 
Condition to quit his School without any Sufpi­
cion of flying from his Enemy, he refolvcd to ap­
ply himfclf wholly to Divinity. 

To this End he removed to Lqqn, where one An­
film read Divinity-Lectures with good Reputation. 
But Ahtlard was fo little fatisfied with the old 
Man's Abilities, who, as he fays, had a very 
mean Genius, and a great Fluency of Words 
without Scnfe, that he lOok a Refolution for the 
future, to hear no other Maller than the Holy 
Scriptures. A good Refolution I If a Man take 
the Spirit of God for ~is Guide, and be more 
c;oncerned to diftinguifh Truth from Fallhood, 
than to confirm himfelf in thofe Principles into 
which his own Fancy or Complexion, or the Pre­
jndices of his Birth and Education have infcn­
fibly led him. 

Ahtlard, together with the Holy Scriptures, 
read the ancicn't Fathers and noaors of the 
Church ; in which he fpcnt whole Days and 

Nighta, 
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Nights, and profited fo well, that inllead of re-. 
turning to .An.film's Leflures, he took up the fame 
~mployment, and began to expound the Prophet 
EuRitl to· fame of his Fellow-Pupils ; He per­
formed this Part fo agreeably, and in fo eafy a 
method, that he foon got a Crowd of Auditors. 

The jealous Anfl/111 conld not bear this ; he: 
qui~kly found means to get the new Leflurer 
ijlenced. Upon this Ahtlard removed to Paris 
once more, where he proceeded with his publick 
Expofition on Ez,liel, and foon acquired the fame 
Reputation for his Divinity, he had before gained 
for his Philofophy. His Eloquence and Learning 
procured him an incredible Number of Scholars 
from all Parts ; fo that if he had minded fuupg of 
Money, he might have grown rich with Eafc in a 
Jhort time. . And happy had it been for him if, 
uiong all the Enemies his Learning ezpofed him. 
to, he had guarded his Heart againfl: the Charms 
of Love. But alas ! the greatdl: Dotlon are not 
always the wifeft Men ; as appears from Exam­
ple£ in every Age·; but from none more remark .. 
able than that of this Learned Man, wbofe Story 
i am now going to tell yoa • 

.Al,,/.,-J. befidcs his uncommon Merit a, a Scho .. 
J_ar, bad all the Accomplnhmcnts of a Gentleman. 
He had a Greatnefs of Soal which notbiag cowd 
fhock, · hit Paftions were -Delicate_ his Judpent 
Solid, and his Taftc Exquifitc. He was of a 
araccful Pcrfon1 and carried himfdf with the Air 

.r 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



ABELARD aacl HELOISE. , 
.,f a Mao of Qulity. Hie Convcrfation wu 
Sweet, Complaifant, Eafy, and Gendeman-Jike. 
Jt fccmed as rho' Nature had ddigncd him for a 
more elevated Employment than that of reaching 
the Sciences. He looked upon Riches and Gran­
deur with Contempt, and had no higher Ambiti­
on than to make his Name famous among Learned 
Men, and to be reputed the greatcft Doctor of hia 
•Age : but he had human Frailty, and all his Phi­
lofophy could not guard him from the Attacks of 
Love. For fome Time indeed he had defended 
himfclf againft this Pafiion pretty well, when the 
Temptation was but .flight; but upon a more inti­
mate Familiarity with agreeable Objetls, he found 
his Reafon fail him : Yet, in refpca to his Wif­
dom; he thought of Compounding the Matter., 
and refolved at .firft, that Love and Philofophy 
fuould d\\ell together in the fame Breaft. He in~ 
tended only to let out his Heart to the former, and 
that but for a little while; never confidering that 
Love is a great Ruiner of Projecls; and that when 
it has once got a lhare in a Heart, it ia eafy to 
pofiefs itfelf of the whole. 

He was now in the Seven or Eight and Twen­
tieth Yc.ar of his Age, when he thought himfelf 
compleatly happy in all Refpecls, .excepting that 
,he wanted a 1\1iftrefs. He confidered therefore of 
making a Ghoice, but fuch an one as might be 
moft fuitable to his Notions, and the Defign he 
had of paffing agreeably thofe Hours he did not 

employ 
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employ in his Study. 1k had (e·,eral Ladies in 
his lye, to whom, as he fays in one of his Let,. 
ten, he could' eafily have recommended himfelf. 
For you muft underftand, that betides hia Quali­
lications mentioned before, he had a vein of Poe­
try, and made abundance of little eafy Songa, 
which he would fing with al! the Advantage of a 
gallant Air and pleafant Voice. But tho' he was 
cut out for a Lover, .he was not over-ha.fly in de­
termining his Choice. He was not of a Humour 
to be pleafed with the Wanton or Forward; he 
fcorned eafy Pleafures, and fought to encounter 
with Difficultii:s and Impediments, that he might 
conquer with the greater Glory. · In lhort, he had 
not yet feen the Woman he was to Love. 

Not far from the Place where Ahtlard read his 
Lec\ures lived one Docl:or Fulhert, a Canon of the 
Church of Notre-Dame. This Canon had a Niece 
aamed Heloifa in his Houfe, whom he educated 
with gteat Care and Affeclion. Some Writers 
fay•, that fhe was the good !\fan's natural Daugh· 
ter ; but that, to prevent a public Scandal, he 
gave out that fhe was his Niece, by his Sifter, who 
npon her Death-bed had charged him with her 
Education. But though it was well known in thofe 
Times, as wcU as fince, that the Niece of an Ee-

• Pa11r. 'A.fqf!o, ,A.,r.al. /. 3. J ca1meJ Cp11n,11i1.·111 Pari.Jinu1,. 
H_tf"JfioJm r.•!11ral:m jil,am ha!,,/..,, pr,c/!a.,:i i,:,".io, j,rma1u,. 

clefiaftick 
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ABEL AR D and HELO I S E. g 
clefiaftick is fometimes more nearly relased u, him. 
yet of this Damfel's Birth and Parentage we have 
nothing very certai1.1. There is reafon to think, 
from one of her Letters to .dl1tlarJ, that fhe came 
of a mean Family ; for fhe owns that great Ho­
nour was done to kcr Side by this Alliance, and 
that he had married much below himfelf. So 
that what Fraf!ds a Amhoife fays, that fhe was of 
the Name and Family of Montmoreacy, has no 
manner of Foundation. It is very probable fhe 
was really and truly F,,/heds Niece, as he affirmed 
her to be. Whatever lhe was for Birth, fue was 
a very engaging Woman; and if fhe was not a 
perfea Beauty, fhe ap.peared fuch at leaft in Ahe­
lard's, Eyes. Her Perfon was well proportioned, 
her Features regnlar, her Eyes fparkling, her 
Lips Vermillion and well-formed, her Complexion 
animated, her Air fine, and her Afpecl fweet and 
agreeable. She had a forprizing Quicknefs of 
Wit, an incredible Memory, and a confiderable 
fuare of Learning, jo!ned with Humility J and all 
thefe Accomplilhments were attended with fome­
thing fo graceful and moving, that it was impoffi­
ble for thofe who kept her Company not to be in 
Love with her. 

As foon as .dh,lard had feen her and converfed 
with her, the Charm, of her Wit and Beauty 
aade fuch an Impreffion upon his Heart, that he 
prefentfy conceived a moft violent Paffion for her, 
and rcfolved to make it his whole Endeavour to 

Will 
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win her AfFcaions. And now he that formerly 
quitted hi• Patrimony to parfuc his Studies, laid 
afide all other Engagements to attend lii1 new 
Pa.lion. 

In vain did Phifofophy and Reafon importune 
him to rctnrn I he was deaf to their Ca.JI, and 
thought of nothing but how to enjoy the Sight 
and Compa11y of his dear H~ioift. And he foon 
· met with the luckicft Opport1mity in the World. 
FJhtrl, who had the greateft Affection imaginable 
for his Niece, finding her to have a good fhare of 
natural Wit, and a purticular Genius for Learn­
ing, thought himfelf obliged to improve the Ta­
lents which Nature had fo liberally beftowed on 
her. He had already _put her to learn fe,·eral 
Languages, which fhe quickly came to under­
Jland fo well, that her Fame began to fpread it­
felf abroad, and the W-it and Learning of Heloi/t 
was every where difcourfed of. And tho' hu Un­

. cle for his own fhare was no great Scholar, Joie 
was very follicitous that his Niece fhould have all 
poffible Improvements. He was willing therefore 

· fhe fhould have Mailers to inftrucl her in what fhe 
had a Mind to Learn, but he loved his Money; 
and this kept hiII,l from providing for her Educa­
tion fo well as fhe dcfircd • 

.Abelard, who knew Heloift's Inclinations, and the 
Temper of her Uncle, thought this an Opport\1- • 
nity favourable to his Dcfign, He wa, already 

· well acquainted witla F,Jhert, as being his Bro­
ther 
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ther Canon in the fame Church ; and he.obferved 
how fond the other was of his Friendlhip, aud 
what an Honour he efteemed it to be intimate 
with a Perfon of his Reputation. He therefore 
told him one Day in Familiarity, that he was at ~ 
lofs for fome Houfe to Board in ; and if you could. 
find Room for me, faid he, in yours, I leave it to 
you to name the Terms. 

The good Man immediately confidering, that 
by this Means he fuould provide an able Mafter 
for his Niece, who inftead of taking Money of 
him, offered to pay him well for his Boatd, em• 
braced his Propofal with all the Joy imaginable, 
gave him a thoufand Careffes, and defired he 
wouJd confider him for the future as one ambitious 
of the ftricleft Friendfhip with him. 

· What an unfpeakable Joy was this to the amo­
rous .Ahelard ! to confider that he waa goiug to live 
with her, who was the only Objea of his Defires I 
that he fhould have the Opportunity of feeing and 
converfing with her e'lery Day, and of acquaint­
ing her with his Paftion I However he concealed 
his Joy at prefent, left he .fhould make his Inten• 
tions fuf1;>etled, We told you before how liberal 
Nature had been to our Lover, in making his Per-· 
fon every way agreeable ; fo that he flattered him­
felf that it was almoft impoffible • that any Wo-

• 'l'anti f"iP~ tUllt ,...,;,,;, ,,.,,, tt jll'lfflltttti, d fann• zr•­
ta pr~••in,harn, 11t f'l"""""IJ"' J-;,,.,,,.. nof/r, dig,,•r,r ••• 
rt n11/lt,m ..,,,mr ,..pulfa,i, 1 Epift, Abel. P• 10, 

· B man 
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man fhoulcl rejea his Addrelfe1. Perhaps he wh!i 
miftalten : the Sex has Variety of Humoan. 
However, confider him u a Philofopher who had, 
hitherto lived in a fuia Chaftity t, he certainly 
reafoned well in the Bufinefs of Love, when he. 
concluded that Hekif, would be 11.n cafier Conqueft: 
to him than others, 1Dec&1o1fe her Learning gave.· 
him an Opportunity of cftablifhing a Correfpon­
den~e by Letters, in which he might difcover his 
Pafilon with greater freedom, . thau he durft pre- • 
fume to ufe in Converfation. 

Some time after the Canon had taken .Al,e/artl 
into hi11 Hoo(e, a., they. were difcourfing one Day 
about Things fomewhat above Fuiberlr. Capacity, . 
the latter tur11ed the Difcourfe · infenfibly to the 
good Q!ialities of his Niece; he informed .Jbtlartl 
of the Excellency of . her Wit, and how fuong a. 
P1·ope111ity fh~ had to improve in Lear11ing; ud 
withal made it his carneft Requeft, tltat he woqld 
take the Pains to inftrua her. .Ab,larti pr.etcnded.. 
t_p be furprized at a Propofal of this Nature. He.. 
tol!i him that Learning was •ot the proper Bufinefs 
Qf Wo1J1en. th;Lt Cuch Inclinations in them had . 
mar.e of Hum~ or Curiouty, than a folid Detirc, 
c,f Knowledge; aQd cowd hardly pafs, among ei. 
ther the Learned Qr Ignorant, without drawillg . 

upoa, 
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llpon them th,e I~plU&tion of C®ceit and Ai"dla­
tion. Fulh,rt anfwer'cl, that this was very tru, .of 
Womep of commoa Capacities J but he hop'cl 
when he had difcour{ed with his Niece, and fowid 
what Progrefs lhe had made already, and what a 
Capacity fhe had for Learning, he would be of 
another Opinion. .Ah,lard aifured him, .lie waa 
ready to do all he could for her Improvement, and 
if fhe was not Jjke other Women, who bate tQ 

learn any thing beyond their Needle, he would 
fpare for no pains to make Heloife anfwer the 
Hopes which hciUncle had conceived of her. 

T.he Canon was tranfported with the Civility of 
the young Dotlor ; he returned him Thanks, and 
pro~ell:ed he co1,ild not do him a more acceptable 
Service than to affii his Niece in her Endeavours 
~o learn ; he therefore entreated him once more, to 
fet apart Come of his Time, which he did not em• 
ploy in publick, for this purp<>fe ; · And .(as if he 
had known hi1 defign'd Intriiue, and was wil.­
Jing to promot~ it)_ he committed her entirely tQ 

his Care, and begg'd_ofhim to treat her .with the 
Authority of a Mafter, not only to chide her, but 
even to correa her whenever fhe was guilty of any 
N.eglf~-oi:.Pifobedie11ce to Isis Coll}rpa11ds. 
_ ftl{h.eri,_in;thit, fuew"d a Simplicity without Ez­
~ple-; • i:w~ :the A{eaipn which he had for his 
Niece Willi, fQ , ~Hnd, and 4~r/ard had fo well efta .. 
plifhed his ReP,~t~rion for Wif~om, that the Un~lo 
AlCV~r fcrupled i~:~lte Je!lll to tnift them t~~tb~, 
; ,_; · . _ B z • and 
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and thought he had all the Security in the World' 
for their Virtue, .Ahelard, you may be fure, made 
ufe of the Freedom which was given him. He 
faw his beautiful Creature every Hour, he fct her 
Lelfon• every Day, and was extreamly pleafed 
to fee what Proficiency fhe made. He!oift, for her 
part,. was fo taken with her Mafter, that fhe liked 
nothing fo well as what fhe leam'd from him; and 
the Maller was charmed with that ~icknefs of 
Apprehenfion, with which his. Scholar learn'd the 
moft difficult Lelfons. But he did not intend to 
ftop here. He knew fo well how to infinuate into 
the Affections of this young Perfon, he gave her 
fuch plain Intimations of what was in his Heart, 
and fpoke fo agreeably of the Paffion, which he 
had conceived for her; that he had the Satisfaaion 
of feeing himfelf well underftood. It is no diffi­
cult matter to make a Girl of Eighteen in Love. 
And Ahelard, having fo much Wit and agreeable 
Humour, muft needs make a much greater Pro · 
grefs in her Affeaions, than fhe did in the Leifo11s 
which he taught her. So that in a fiiort time fhe 
fell fo much in love with him, that fhe could deny 
him nothing. 

Fulhert ha.cl a Country Houfe at Corheil, to which 
the Lovers often reforted, under Pretence of ap­
plying themfelves more clofely to their Studies : 
There they converfed freely, and gave themfelves 
up entirely to the Pleafures of a mutual Paffion~ 
They took advantaie of that Privacy which Study 

and. 
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11nd Contemplation require, without ·fabjeaing 
du:mfelYes to the Cenfure of thofe who obferv'd it. 

In this Retirement, Ah1l11rd own, that more 
Time was employed in foh Carefi'es than in Lec­
tures of Philofophy. Sometimes he pretended to 
ufe the Severity of a Malter J and the better to 
deceive fuch as might be Spies upon them, he ex­
claim 'd agah;1ft Heloift, 1\nd reproached he.r for her 
Negligence. But how diH'erent were his Menaces 
from thofe which are infpir'd by Anger! 

Never did two Lovers give a greater Loofe to 
their. Delights than did thefe two for -fi-ve or ft:irc 
Months ; they lived in all the Endearments which 
could enter into the ,Heart of young Beginners. 
This is Abelard's own Account of the matter. He 
compares himfelf to fuch as have been long kept 
in a ilarving Condition, and at laft are brought to 
a Feaft. A grave and 'fiudious Man exceeds a 
Debauche in his Enjoyments of a Woman whom he 
loves, and of whom he is paffionatcly beloved. 

Al,e/ard being thus enchanted with the Care1fes 
of his Mi!l:refs, neglected all his feriou1 and impor­
tant Affairs. His Performances in publick were 
wretched. His Scholars perceived it, and foon 
guefs'd the Reafon. His Head was t11m'd to no­
thing but amorous Verfes. His School was his 
Averfion, and he fpent as little Time ia it as he 
could. As for his Lecl:ures, they were commonly 
the old ones ferved up again : The Night was 
wholly loft from his Studies; and his Leifure was 

B 3 employ'd 
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e111pJoy'd }n writing Songs, which w~re difpcn'cl 
and fung in diYcrs Provinca of Fr1111C1 many Tcan 
after. In fhort, oar Lovera, who were in their 
own Opinion the happieft Pair in the World, kept 
fo little guard that their Amours were ~cry whero 
talk'd of, and all the World faw plainly that die 
Science, were not always the Subjea of their Con.,. 
verfarion. Only honeft F,Jh,rt, under whofc 
Nole all this was done, was the 1-11 Man thac 
heard any thing of lt ; He wanted Eyes to fee that _ 
which was Yifible to a11 the World ; and if any 
Body went aboat to tell him of it, he was pr~ 
poffeft with fo good an Opinion of his Niece and 
her Mafter, that he would beliCYC nothing againft 
them. 

:!lilt at laft fo many Difcoveric, were daily made 
to him, that he could not help believing fome-. 
thing ; he therefore refolved to feparate them, · 
and by that means prevent tbe ill Confequences 
of their too great Familiarity : however h~ 
thought it heft to convia them himfelf, before he 
proceeded further ; and therefo.re "itched them 
fo clofely that he had one Dar an Opportunity of 
receiving ocular Satbfatlion that the RepQrts ht 
had heard were true. fo fhort, hi fqrpfo.'d theni 
iogether. And though he ,us n&turally Cholcr­
ick, yet he appear'd fo moderate on this occafion 
as to leave them under difmal Apprehenfions of· 
fon:ething worfe to come after, Th~ Refult w111 

that thef muft pc parted~ 
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'Who can exprefa the Torment our Lo•er• felt 
·upon this Separation' I however it ferved only to 
-unite their Hearts more firmly; they were but the 
more eager to fee one another. Difficutties en­
•Creas'd their Defires, and put them upon any At. 
tempts without regarding what might be the Con­
fequence. .Ah,lard, finding it impoffible to live 
without his dear He/oift, endeavour'd to fettle a 
Correfpon,dence with her by her Maid Agat•n, who 

. \\ as a handfome brown Girl, well-fuap"d, and 
likely enough to have pleas'd a Man who was not 
otherwife engaged, But what a Surprize was it tQ 
our Doaor, to find this Girl refufe his Money, 
;and in recompence of the Services lhe was to dG 
him with her Miftrefs, demanded no lefs a Reward 
than his Heart, and making him at once a plain 
Declaration of Love! Abelard, who could lovo 
none but Hdaife, turn'd from her abr11ptly, without 
anfwering a Word. But a rejeaed Woman is a 
dangero11s Creature, .Agaton knew well how to 
revenge the Affront put upon her, and fail'd not 
·to acquaint F11/hert with Ahelard's Offers to her, 
without faying a word how fue had been difobli­
_ged, Fu/bert thought it was time to look about 
him, He thanked the Maid for her Care, and en~ 
·tc:r'd into Meafures with her, how to keQp .Ah,lartl 
·from vifiting his Niece. 

The Doaor was now more.peq,lex'd than ever; 
he had no way left but to apply himfelf to He/oift'a 
Singing.Mailer: And the Gold which the Maid 

B + refofed, 
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refofed, prevailed with him. By this Means Ab,­
lard convey'd a Letter to H,/oift: In which he as. 
qnainted her that he intended to come and fee her 
at Night, and that the Way he had contrived waa 
over the Garden-wall by the help of a Ladder of' 
Cords. This Projea fucceeded, and brought 
them to_gether. After the firft Tr:infports of this 
lhort Interview, H,l,ift, who had found fame more 
than ordinary Symptoms within · her, acquainted 
her Lover with it. She had inform'd him of it 
before by a Letter ; And now having this Oppor­
tunity to confult about it, they aireed that fhe 
lhould go to a Sifter of his in Britany, at whofc 
Houfe lhe might be privately brought to Bed, 
But before they parted, he endeavour'd to comfort 
her, and make her eafy in this Difl:refs, by giving 
her al'furances of marriage. When Htloift heard 
this Propofal lhe peremptorily rejected it, and gave 
fuch Reafons • for her Refufal, is left Abelard 
in the greateft All:onilhment. 

Indeed a Refufal of this Nature is fo extraordi~ 
nary a thing, that perhaps another Inll:ance of it }s 
not to be found in Hillary. I perfuade myfelf 
therefore, that I lhall not offend my Reader, if I 
make fome few Remarks upon it. It often liap• 
ptns that the Paffion of Love ftifles or over-rules 

• Ste Abelard', Letter to FiliJltus, a11d Heloifc's ftrfl Lttter 
If Abcbrd. 

th1 
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the Rebuke• of Confcience ; but it is uriufaal for 
itto extinguifh the Senfibility of Honour. I don't 
fpeak of Perfona of a mean Birth and no Educa­
tion ; but for others, all young Women, I fup­
pofe, that engage in Love Intrigu'8, flatter them­
felvee with one ,of thefe Views; either they hope 
they fhall not prove with Child, or they fhall con­
ceal it from the World, or they fh'lll get tbem­
felvea married. As for fuch as rcfolve to dctlroy 
the Fruit of their Amours, there are but few fo 
void of all natural Affdlion, as to be capable of 
this utmoft Degree of Harbanty. However this 
fhews plainly that if Love tyrannizes fometimes, 
it is 'fuch a Tyrant as leaves Honour in Po1feBion 
of its Rights. But Helo~fe had a Paffion fo thong, 
ihat fhe was not at all concerned for her Honour or 
Reputation. She was ovcrjoy'd to find. herlelf 
with Child, and yet fhe did her utmoft not to be 
married. Never fore was fo odd an Example, a, 

thefe two things made, when puc together. The 
firft was very extraordinary ; and how many young 
Women in the W or Id would rather be married to a 
difagreeable Hufband, th ·1n live in a S .ate of Re­
proach ? They know the Reruecy is bad enough, 
1tnd will colt them d::ar ; hut what fignifies that, 
fo long as the Nam!! of hufband hid11s the Flawa 
n1ade in their Honour ? But as for Heloift, fhe 
was not fo nice in this Point. An excefs of Paffi­
on never heard of before, made her chu:e to be · 
.1/,,/r,rd's l\'liftrcfi rather Lhlln his Wife:. We fhall 

fee, 
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fee, in dte Coarfe of this Hiftory, hbw finn Die 
wu in this Rcfolation, with what Arguments fhe 
fvppottcd it, and how eameftly file perfuaded her 
Gallaftt to be of the fame Mind . 

..tl61/11rd, who was willing to lofe no time, left 
•i• dear Htloift fhoald fall into her Uncle'• Hatid~ 
-eifglllifed her in the Habit of a Nnn, and fent her 
away with the greateft Difpatch, hoping, that aftet 
jhc was brought to Bed, he fuonld have more lei­
f11re to perfwade her to Marriage, by which they 
111ight fkreen themfelves from the Reproach which 
.moft otherwife come upon them, as foon as the 
Bufinds fhould be publickly known. 

As foon as Heloift wu fet forward on her Jour­
llty, Ah,lardrefol,'d to make F111hert a \Tifit in or­
.-er to appeafe him, if pofilblc, and pre,ent the ill 
Eieas of his juft Indignation. 

The News that Htloift was privately withclrawn, 
,fooa made a great N oife in the Neighbonrhood.; 
and reaclling F11/btrt'a Ears, fill'd him w.ith Grief 
and Melancholly. Betides that he bad a very ten­
Qer Aff'eclion for his Niece, and could not live 
withoat her, he had the utmoft Refentmcnt of the 
Affront which Ahtlard had put upon him, by abu­
ing the Freedom he had allowed him. Thia fired 
~im with fuch implacable Fury, aa in the end fell 
1'eavy upon our poor Lovers, and had very dread­
ful Confequenccs. 

When F11/btrt faw Abtlard, and heard from him 
the Reafon why Htloife was withdrawn, never was 

Man 
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Man in fach a Paffiod. He abandon'd himfelf to 
the utmoft. Tranfaaions of Rage, Defpair, and 
Thirft .of Revenae, All the Affrontt, Repro~bca 
and Menaces that could be thought of were heaped 
upon Ah,laril; who was, poor Man, very Pdive, 
and ready to make the Canon all the Sati1faclion 
be was able. He gave him leave to fay what he 
pleafed; and when he faw that he had tired hlm­
felf with exclaiming, he took up the Difcourfe, 
11nd ingenuoufly confeft his Crime. Then he had 
Recourfe to all the Prayers, Submiffions and Pro• 
mifes he could invent; and begg'd of him to con­
uder the Force of Love, and what Foila this Ty. 
rant has given to the greateft Men ; That the Oc­
cafion of the prefent Misfortune, _was the moll vio­
lent Paffion that ever was ; that thi~ Paffion conti-
11ucd ftill; and that he was ready to give both. him 
and his Niece all the Satisfaclion which this fort of 
Injury required. Will you marry her then ? faid 
f,J/,ert, inrerrnpting him. Yes, replied Ahtlar,I, 
if you pleafe, and fhe will confent. If I pleafe I 
faid the Canon, paufing a little ; if lhe will con­
fent I An'1 do you quellion either? Upon this 
he wa, going to offer him his Reafon,, after his. 
hafty way, w)ly they lhould be married : But Abe­
lRrd entreated him to fppprefs his Paffion a while, 
and hear what he had to offer: Which was, that 
fheir Marriage might for fome time be kcft fecret. 
No, fays the Canon ; the Difhonour you have 
~ope my Niece is publick, and the Reparation you 

m.tke 
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make her• !hall be fo too. B11t .Ah,/ari tc,ld him, 
that fince they were to be one Family, he hoped lac 
wo,ald confider his Intereft as his own. At !aft, 
after a great many Entreaties, F11~erl feemed con­
tent it lhould be aa .Ahtlard delired, that he fuould 
marry Htloift after fhe was brought to Bed, and that 
in the mean time the Bufinefs lhould be kept Secret. 

Ahelard, having given his Scholars a Vacation, 
returned into Britany, to vilit his deligned Spoufe, 
and to ac~uaint her with what had pail"ed. She 
was not at all concern'd at her Uncle'• Difplea-

. fure ; but that which troubled her was, the Refo­
lution which lhe faw her Lover had taken to marry. 
her. She endeavour'd to diifuade him from it with 
all the Arguments lhe could think of. She begun 
with reprefenting to him the Wrong he did himfolf 
in thinking of Marriage : That as fhe never loved 
him but for his own fake, fue preferr'J his Glory, 
Reputation and lntereft before her own. I know 
my Uncle, faid lhe, will never be pacified with any 
thing we_ can do : And what Honour lhall l get by 
being your Wife, when at the fame time I certainly 
ruin your Reputation? What Curfe may I notjull:­
ly fear, lhould I rob the World of fo Eminent a 
Perfon as you are ? What an Injury ihall I do the 
Church ? How much lhall I difoblige the Learn­
ed ? And what a· Shame and Difparagement will 
it be to you, whom Nature has fitted for the Pub­
lick Good, to devote yourfelf entirely to a Wife t 
R~member what St. Pa,.J lay,, drt thou loofadfrom 

a Wife? 
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-a Wife 1 fielt not a wift 1 If neither this great 
Man, nor the Fathers of the Church, can make: 
you change your Refolution, confider at leaft what 
your Philofophere fay of it. Socrat,s has proved, 
by many Arguments, that a Wife Man ought not 
to marry. 'T"Jly put away his Wife 'Tmntia; and 
when Hirci1's offered him his Sifter in Marriage, he ' 
Cold him he defired to be excufed, becaule he could 
never bring himfelfto divide his Thoughts between 
his Books and his Wife. In fuort, faid !he, how 
can the Study of Divinity and Philofophy comport 
with the lties of Children, the .Songs of Nurles,. 
and all the Hurry of a Family ? What an odd 
light will it be, to fee Maids and Scholars, De1k~ 
and Cradles, Books and Diftaffs, Pens a11d Spin.­
dies one among another? Thofe who are Rich 
are never dillurb'd with the Care and Charges of 
Houfekeeping. Bat with you Scholars it is far 
otherwife. • He, that will get an Eilate · mufr 
mind the Affairs of the World, and confequently i1 
taken olt from the ftudy of Divinity and }>hilofo­
phy. Obferve the Conduct of the Wife Pagans in 
this Point, who preferr'd·a fingle Life before Mar­
riage, and be alham'd that you cannot come up to 
them. Be more Clrcf.ul to maintain the Characlcr 
ane Dignity of a Philofopher. Don't you know 
that there is no Acl.ion of Life which draws after it 

• Hdoijji, Jebort•bat m, a nuptiis, Nu prier 1101ttonveni,mt cu• 
Jbilofopl,,i11, &c, Oper. Abel, p, 14, 
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fo fare ani long a Repentance, and to ro little Pa,-. 
pofe l You fancy to yourfelf the Enjoymentl yoli 
lhall have in being bound to me by a Bond which 
nothinc but Death can break: 811.t know, there ia 
no fach thing as fweet Chains ; and ther~ is a 
thoufand times m->re Glory, Honour, and Pleafore 
in keeping firm to a Union which Love alone has 
cibb'lilhed, which is fopporred by mutual Efteem 
and Merit, and which owes its continuance to no­
thing outthe Satisfaction offeeing each other free, 
Shall rhe Laws and Cuftoms which the grofs and. 
carnal World has invented, hold us together more 
furely than the Bonds of mutual Affection ? Take 
my word for it, you'll fee me too often, when yOll 
fee me every Day : you'll have no Value for my 
Love nor Favours, when they are due to yoa, and 
coll you no Cate, Perhaps you don't iih.ink of all 
this at prefent ; bnt you'll think of nothing elfe 
when it will be too late. I don't take notice wqat 
the World will fay, to fee a Man in your Circum .. 
ftance1 get him a Wife, and fo throw away your 
Reputation, your Fortune, and your Quiet. Ill 
ilioFt, continued file, the Quality of Miftrefs is a 
hundred times more pleafing to me, than that of • 
Wife. Cuftom indeed has given a Dignity to thi1 
latter Name, and we are impofed upon by it; but 
Heaven is my Witnef,, I had rather be Ah,lar,J's 
Miftrefs, than lawful Wife to the Emperor of the 
whole World. I am very fore I lhall always pre-
fer your Advantage and Satisfaaion, before my. 

own 
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own Honoar, and all the Rep11tal.i011, Wealda. 
and Enjoyinents, which the moft fpu:ndid Maui-­
age could bring me. Thus Heloift argued, an4 ad .. 
ded a great many more Reafons which I forbeartll 
relate, left I fuoald tire my Reader. It it eno■gla, 
for him to know, that they are chielly groaadel 
aipon her Preference of Love to Marriage, and Li~ 
berty to N e~ellity. X 

We might therefore foppofe that HJoij, wu 
afraid left Maniage fhould prove die T•b of 
Love. The Count tie Bllj/i, who patf.es for daa. 
Tianflator of fome of her Letters, makes this re 
be her Meaning, though cloathed in delicate Lan­
auage. But if we examine thofe whicli {he writ to­
.4/J,/.,J after their Separation, and the ExprcJiioa.. 
flic ufes to put him in Mind,. that he was iDC~cl. 
for the Pafilon fue had for him to nothing but Ltw.c:t 
itfelf, we mull allow that file had more refiae4. 
Notions, and that never Woman was fo difia.ter­
ciled. She loYed .AhelarJ, 'tis true; hat the decla­
red, it wu not his Sex that file moi valued ia. 
him. 

Somo Aathors • are of Opinion, that it w.n 
~ot an Excefs of Love which made Aklm4 ff$-· 
H,loifi to Marriage, but only to q0iet bis Coafci-­
cnce : Bur how can any one tell his Reafena 4or 
Marriage, better than he himfclf? Othus fayt. 
that if H,/oift ~id r.eally oppofe AA1J11ra', Deugu of ,, _ 

t Fran. d' /4Joifa • 
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marrying her (o earnefily, it was not becaure fhe· 
thought better of Concubinage than a married 
Life; but becaufe her Affodion and Ref pea fot 
her Lover, leading her to feek his Honour and Ad• 
vantage in all Things, lhe was afraid tliat by mar­
rying him, lhe fhould !land between him and a 
Bithoprick, which fhe thought his Wit and Learn~ 
ing well deferved. But there is no fuch thing in 
her Letters, nor in the long A_ccount which Ahela,:d 
has left us of the Arguments which his Miftrefs 
ufed to diifuade him from Marriage. Thefe are­
the Faults of many Authors, who put fuch Words 
ia the Mouths of Perfons, as are mofi conformable 
to their own Ideas. It is often more advantageous 
that a Woman lhould leave her Lover free for 
Church-Dignities, than render him incapable of 
them by Marriage. But is it juft therefore to fup­
pofe, that Helo,jt had any foch Motives ? There 
j, indeed a known Story of a Man that was poffeif­
ed of a Prebend, and quitted it for a Wife. The 
Day after the Wedding, he faid to his Bride, My 
Dear, confider how paffionately I loved you, fince 
I loft my Prefc:rment to marry you. Yon have 
done a very fooliili thing, faid lhe ; you might 
have kept that, and have had me notwithftanding. 

But to return to our Lovers. A modern Au­
thor, who well underftood human Nature, has af­
firm'd ; t 'That Women hy tl,e Fa'11ours they grant to 

t M, d, la Bruy,r,. 
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M,;, gro<w th, fo•ur of tbt111 ; hrit, 011 th, c011lral'}, 
t/,, Mn grow ,,_, i11dijf1r111t. Thii is not always 
trlie. A6tlard was not the lefs enamour' d with H,-
1.if,. after fhe had given him the utmo1l Proofs of 
her Love ; and their Familiarity was fo far from 
having abated his Flame, that it fee ms all the Elo. 
quence of H,loif, could _not perfuade .,f/,,/arJ, that 
he wrong'd himfelf in thinkirg to marry her~ He 
admir'd the Wit, the Paffipn, and the lngenl!ity of 
hie Midrefs , bat iii thefe things be did not com'e 
Jhort of her : He knew fo welJ how to reprefent 
to her the neceffity of Marriage, the Difconrfe 
which he had about it with F"lh1r1, his Rage if 
they dcclin'd it, and how dangeroaa it might be to 
both of them, that au !aft Jhe confented to do what­
rier he pleas'd: but ftill with an inconceivable 
Reluctance, which fhew'd that lhe yielded for ne 
other Reafun, but the fear of difobliih1g him. 

Abelard was willing to be ~ear hi, Miitrefs till 
fhe wts brought to Bed, which in a lhort time fhe 
was of a Boy. As loon aa Hdoiji was fit to go 
Abroad, Ahelard carried her to P1Vis, where they 
were married in the moft private manne·r that could 
be, having no other Company but FJl,ert, and . 
two or three particular Friends, HowCTer, the . 
Wedding quickly came to be known. The New, . 
of it was already whifper'd about ; People foon 
began to talk of it more openly, till at laft they 
mention'd it to the marritd Pair. F"/h1rt1 who 
waa lef, cionctrn'd to keep his Word, than to CO\'ft 
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th~ Reproach of his Family, to~k: care co fprcaci-:lt' 
abroad. But H,loift, who loved Ahelm-ti a thou•• 
fand time, bettc:r than file did herfelf, and always 
valued her dear Do8or's Honour abeve her o~n,. 
denied it with the moft folemn Proteflationa, aod -
did all fue could to make the World believe her. 
She conllantly affirm'd, that ~he Reports of it wero 
mere Slanders; That Ah,lard never propofed any 
fuch thing; and.if he had, fue would never have 
confentcd to it; In lhort, fhe deniec;l it fo con- -
ll?ntly, and with fuch Earnelh1efs, that fuc was 
generally believed. Many People thought, and . 
boldly affirm'd, that the Doaor's Enemies had 
fpread this Story on purpofe to lelfen his Charatler • . 
This Report came to FuJhtrt's Ears, who, know-­
i~g that_ He/Qijt was the fole Author of jc, fell into . 
fo outragious a Paffion at her, that after a tlloufand 
Reproaches and Menaces he proceeded to ufe her 
barbaroully. But .Abelard, who loved her never· 
the _ worfe for being his Wife, could not fee thi• 
many Days with .Patience. He refolv'd ther_cfore 
to order Matters fo as to deliver ·her from this State 
of Perfecution. To_,this purpofe they confultcd. 
together what Courfe was to be taken; and agreed, 
that for fettiog them both free, her from the Power . 
and ill Humour of her Uncle, and him from the 
perfecuting Reports which went about of him, He'­
/o!ft_fhould retire into a Convent, where !he lhould 
talce the Habit of a Nun, all but the Veil, that fo , 
fiic: 111ight eaf~ly corn-:: out again, when ther lhould 

hava., 
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have a more' favoutable Opportunity. Thi• De­
fign was propofed, approved, and executed, abootl: 
at the fame tim~. By this mean, they eft"eauallt 
put a llop to all Reports about their Marriage, Bat 

1 the Canon was too dingerou1 a Perfon to be admit­
ted to this Confultation ; he would never have 
agreed to their Propofal ; nor could he hear of it 
without the utmoft Rage. 'Twas then that he 
conceived a new de:6.re of Revenge, which he pur• 
fued till he had executed it in the moll cruel man­
ner imaginable, This Retreat of Heloij, gave him 
the more fenfible Afffitlion, becaufe file was fo far 
froin covering her own Reputation, that the corn­
pleated his Shame. He cenfider'd it as Al,1/artl'1 
Contrivance~ and a frefii Inllance of his perfidious 
Dealing towards him. An~ this Reflection put 
him upon ftudying how to be revenid on them 
both at, one Stroke; which aiming at the R.oor o( 

the Mifchief, filoald for ever difable them from o(­
ftnding again. 
· While this Plot was in Agitation, the LoYers, 

who were not apt to trouble their Heads about what 
might happen, fpent their Time in the moll agree-, 
able manner that could be. Al,,/arti could not live 
long without a fight of his dear Wife. He mad• 
her frequent Vifits in ~he Convent of Argtnlluil, to 
wnich fue was retired. The N ans of thia Ahby 
enjoy'd a very free kind of Life : The Grates ancl· 
Parlours were open enough. A~ for Hrloift; file­
had fuch excellent Qoalifications, as made the 
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good Siff.el'S Vff'/ fond of her• and- extrcamly plea, 
fed that they had fuch an amiable Companion. 
And a, they were not ignorant what Report• ther~ 
were abroad, that lhe wu married to the famou, 
,,,/1,,J.,d, (tho' lhe denied it to the latl) the moil dif­
cerning among them, obferving the frequent Vi-:-­
uta of the Doaor, eafily imagin'd that lhe had 
Reafons for keeping herfelf private, and fo they 
took her Cafe into Confideration, and exprcft a. 
wonderful Compaffion for her Misfortunes. 

Some of them, whom H,loiji loved above the 
reft, and in whom lhe put great Confidence, were· 
not a.little aiding and affi_llingin the private Inter­
views whiGb !he had with Ah,lard1 and in giYing. 
him Opportunitioa to. enter the ConV'Cnt. The 
amorous Doclor made the bell Ufe of every thing:­
The Habit which Heloiji wore, the Place where he 
wa, to fee her; the Times and Seafons preper for 
his Vifit; the Stratagems which mull be ufed to fa-, 
cilitate his Entrance, and carry him undifcover'd • 
to Htloij,'s Chamber ; the Difficulties. they met 
with, the lleafons they bad for• not letting it be· 
known who they were ; and the fear they were in. 
of being taken together : All this gave their A­
mours an Air of Novelty, and added to their law-, 
ful Embraces all the Tafte of tlolea Delights, 
• Th~fc Excetfes had then their Charms, but in 

the end had fatal Confequences: The furious Ca­
non pcrfilling in his Defign of being revenged on 
.l.h1/ard, notwitht\anding bis Marriage with his 

Niece.., 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



A B EL A R D and HE L 6 I SE. fr· 
Niece, found Means to cofrupt a D~mellick of_ 
the Unfortunate DoElor, who gave Admittance in­
to his Mailer's Chamber to fome Alfaffin1 hired by 
:!ullmt, who fi:ized him in his Sleep, and cruelly 
deprived him of hi, Manhood, but not hi, Life. 
The Servant and his Accomplices fled for it ; . the 
wretched Ahtlard rllifed fuch terrible Outcries, tha\ 
the People in the Houfe and tbe Neighboars being 

_ alarm'd, hafien•d to him. and gave him fuch fpee­
dy Affiftance, that he waa foon out of a Condition 
of fearing Death. 

The News of this Accident made a great Noi(e, 
and its Singularity raifed the Curiofity of abun­
dance of Perfons, who came the next Day, as in 
Jlroceffion, to fee, to lament and comfort him. His 
Scholars loudly bewailed his Misfortune, and the 
Women diftinguilh.d themfelves upon this Occa­
fion, by extraordinary Marks of Tendernefs. And 
'tis probable among tbe great Number of Ladies 
~hich pity'd Ahelartl, there were fome with whom 
he had been very intimate : For his Philofophy did 
not make him {crupuloos enough to dleem every 
fmall Infidelity a Crime, when it did not lcJren his 
conflant Love of H11Dift. 

This Aaion of Fu/her/ was too Tragical to pafs 
unpunilh'd; the traiferous Servant and one of the 
Alfaffins were feized, and condemned to Iof/'thelr 
Eyes, and to fuffer what they had done to Ahelard, 
But Fulhert denying he had any Share in the Aclion, 
faved bimfelf from the Punilhment, with the Lofa 
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only of his Bcn~fice1. This Sentence did not fatis"!_ 
{y Ahtlartl; be made his Complaint to no purpofe · 
to the Bilhop and Canons, and if he had made a 
Remonftrance at Rome, where be once= had a dcfigq. 
of carrying the Matter, 'tis probable he would have 
had no better Succefs. It requires too much Mo.­
ney to gain a Caufe there. One Fou/quts, Prior of 
D,uil, an intimate Friend of A!1tfa,.il, wrote thus to 
him upon the Occafion of his Misfortune. • If 

yo11 appeal to tht Pope, <Without bringing an immmfa. 
Sum of Money, it will he uftlefs ; nothing can /ati,jy 
tb, 111.finitt Avarict and Luxvy of the Romans. 1 
fJlitJiion if yo• havt tnough far fa,,!, a1t Und,rtalting ; 
and if you attempt it, nothing will perbapJ rem.ain bul 
tb, Yexation of ha'(Jing flung away fa much Money. 
'f h,y who go to Rome <Withou,t large SutnJ to f'Juande,; 
ll'Wal,, will return juji as they <Went, the Expenc~ of 
tb1i,: Journey only ,xapted. But fince I am upoQ 
Foulfuu's, Letter, which is too Extraordinary to be 
paffed oyer iQ. Silence, I !hall give the Reader fom«:= 
of its more remarkable Paffages, adding fome Re-_ 
Scclions_ which ll)ay make him Amends for the 
Trouble of a new Digreffion. · 

This Friend of .Abe/4ra lays before him many _ 
Advantages wh4:h IIJight be: drawn from his Mif­
fortUl!C, He tells him, his qtraordinaryTalents, 
Subtilty, Eloquence and Learning, had drawij· 
from all Parts an "incredible Number of Auditors," 

apcJ 
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· and fo fill'd him with e.xceffive Vanity : He hints 
gently at another thing, which contrib11ted not '!­
little towarcfs making him proud ; namely, that 
the Women continually followed him, ahd glorie,i 
in drawing him into their Snares. This Misfor­

, tune therefore would cure him of his P1ide, 11nd 
free him from thofe Snares of Women which ha\! 
:reduced him even to lrulig.e-nce, tho' his Profeffion 
got him a large Revenue; and now he would never 
impoveri!h hitnfelf by his Gallantries. 

He/oifa herfelf in fome Paff'ages of her Letters fays, 
that there was neither Maid nor Wife •, who in 
Abelard's ALfence did not form Defires for him,, 

,and in his· Prefence was not inflamed with Love ; 
That ~eens themfelves and Ladies of the firft 
Q?ality envied the Pleafure~ fhe enjoy'd with him. 
But we are not to take thefe Words of Htloife in It 
ftricl. Senfe ; becaufe as fhe loved Abt!ard to Mad­
nefs, fo fue imagin'd every one elfe did. :Befides 
that, Report to be fore hath added to the Truth. 
It is not at all probable that a Man of Abelard's 
Senfe, and who according to all Appearance paffi­
.onatcly loved his Wife, fhould not be able to con~ 
.tain himfelf in fome Bounds, but !haul<! fquander 
away all his Money upon Miftrelfes, even to the 
not referving what was fufficient to provide for his 

• ffl!!~ c,njugata, 'I"~ Virgo non ,concupijetbat abfmtnn, f;;! 

·11D11 ,:card,Jctbat in pr,rf,ntnn ? %~ Rtgfoa, 'v,I pr~pot,ns F111-
.1lllina Ca:,d_ii, meis nQn invid,bat .,,tf'[balami, f · 
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Neceffities. F0Jg1111 ~wn1 that he (peaks only op'1 

on Hear.fay, and in that no doabt Envy and Jea-:­
Joufy had their Part. 

Fo11lg1111 tel11 him befides, that the Amputation 
of a Pan of his Body, of which he made fuch ill 
U(e, would fuppref1 at the fame time a great many 
troublefQme Pafiiqns, and procure him the Liberty 
of refleclini on himfelf, inftead of being hurried tq 
and fro by his Paffions; His Meditations would be 
no more 'interrupt~d by the E~otions of the Flelh~ 
and therefore he would be more foccefsful in difco­
vering the Secrets of Nature. He reckons it as • 
gre~t Advantage to him~ that he would no more be 
the Terror of Hulpand,; and mi~ht now lodge anf 
where without being fufpetted.. · And forgets not 
to acquaint him, he might converfe with the fineft 
Women wi~hout any fear of thqfe Temptations 
which fometimes overpower even Age itfelf, ~pon 
the fight of fuch Objetls. And laftiy, he woul4 
have the Happinef~ of peing e'fempt from the Illu. 
fions of Sleep ; which Exemption, according to 
him, is a peculiar Bldling. 

· It wa, with Reafon that Foul guts reckons all 
thefe as Advantages very extraordinary in the Life 
of an Ecdefiaftick ; 'tis eafy to obfcrve that, to a 
Perfon who devotes hjmfelf to Continence, nothing 
can be more Happy than to be infenfible to Beauty 
and Love ; for they who cannot maintain their 
Chaftity, but ,by continual Combats, are very un­
happy : The Life of fuch Perfoos is uneafy, their 
· Stat~ 
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~~te always !foubtful. They but too mach feel 
the Trouble of their Warfare, and.if they come 
oft"viclorioua in an Engagement, 'tia often with a 
great m~y W pund1. Even fuch of them u in a 
retired Life are at the greateft Diftance from 
Temptationa,by continually ftruggling with their In­
clinations, and fetting Barriers againft the Irrupti­
~ns of the Flefll, are in a miferable Condition. 
Their Entrenchments are often forced ; and their 
Confcience fill'd with Sorrow and Anxiety. What 
Progref~ might one make ·in the Ways of Virtue, 
who is not obliged to .fight an Enemy for every 
Foot of Ground? Had Abelard's Misfortune made 
him indeed fuch as Foulf11ts foppofed, we fllould fee 
pim in his Letters exprefs his Motives of Comfort 
}Vith a better Grace. But though he now was in a 
~ondition not abl~ to fatisfy a Paffio!l by which he 
had foffered fo much, yet was he not infenfible at 
t~e fight of thofe Objetb which once gave him fo 
much Pleafare. This Di!courfe therefore of Foul­
f""• far from comforting Abelard in his AJlliaion, 
feems capable of producing the contrary Effctl; 
and it ia aftoniflling if Ahrlard did not take it •fo, 
and think he rath,r infulted him, and confeqaently 
fCfent it. " · · · 

As to Dreams, St. A11.ftin informs us of the Ad­
vantage ~rdt;11es tells his Friend he had gain'd, Sc. 
Allj/i• implores the Grace of God to deliver him 
from this fort of Weaknefs, and fays he gave Con­
fent to thofe thing• in b~ Sleep which be fhonl4 

abominate 
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abominate awake, and lament exceedingly flt · 
great a remaining Weaknefs. 

Bot let a, go on with .this charitablt Friend's 
Letter ; it hath too near a Relation to this Hifrory., 
to leave any part of it untouched. Matrimonial 
FunfHona ( continues Fottltpm) and the Cares of a 

Family, will not now hinder your Application to 
pleafe God. And what a Happinefs is it, not te 
be in a Capacity of Sinning P and then he bring;s 
the Examples of ,St. Origen, and other Martyrs, 
who rejoice now in Heaven, for their being upon 
Earth in the fame Condition Ahtlard laments. As 
if the Impoffibility of committing a Sin could fe- ~ 

care any one from defiring to do it. But tine of 
his greatcft Motives of Comfort, and one upon 
which he -inftlls the moll is, becaufe his Misfortune 
is irreparable. This is indeed true in Faa, but 
the Cgnfequence of his Reafoning is not lo certain, 
.AJ!liS n11t you,:filf (fays he) /,ecaufe your Misfortu1t1 
is of faeb a Naturt as is never to he repaired. 

It mall: be owned that the general Topicks of 
Confolation have two Faces, and may therefore 
be confi-dered very differently, even fo as to feeni 
Arguments for Sorrow. As fur Inftance, one 

· might argue very juftly, that a Mother fhonld nof 
yield too much to Grief upon the Lofs of a Son, 
becaufe her Tears are onavailable, and tho' the 
fuould kill herfelf with Sorrow, !he can never by 
thefc Means bring her Son to Life. Yet this very 
thing, that all the. can do· is ufelefs, is the maia 

Occafian · 
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Occafion of her Grief; fhe could bear it patiently. 
could fhe any way retrieve her Lofa. When so1n· 
• lamented the Death of hi1 Son, and fome Friend 
by way of Comfort told him, hie Tears were inug­
nificant, that, faid he, i1 tb, 'l.lt,;J Rt11fa11 ,why I 
'Wttp. 

But Foul9.u1s argues much better afterwards; be 
fays, Ah,lard did not foff'er this in the Commiffi:in 
of any ill Ad, but fleeping peaceably in his Bed. 
That is. he was not caught in any open Faa, fuch· 
as has coft others the like Lofs. This is indeed a 
much better Topick than the former, though k 
mull be allowed that Ahdard had drawn this Mis­
~ortune on himfelf by a Crime as bad as Adultery; 
yet the Fault was over, and he had m.;de all the 
Reparation which was in his Power, and _when· 
they maimed him he thought no harm to any 
Body. 

Ahtlard's Friend makes ufe likewife of other 
confolatory Reafons in his Letter, and reprefents 
to him after a very moving manner, the Part 
which the Bifhop and Canon, and all the Eccleli­
afticks of Pari,, . took in his Difgrace, and the 
;Mourning there wa,s,among the Inhabitants, and 
efpecially the Women, upon this Occalion. But 
in this Article of Confolacion how comes it to pafs. 
that he makes no mention of Htloifa r This ought 
not to appear ftrange; fhe was the moll injured, 

• Dioz. L(Jtrt,. 
and· 
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and therefore queftionlefs her Sorrows were fuffid. 
endy known to him, and it would be no News to' 
tell the Holband that bis Wife was in the utmoli 
Afiliaion far him. For as we obfcrved before, 
sbo' ffle was in a Convent, the had not renounced: 
ler Husband, and thofe frequent Vitits be made· 
la were not fpent in reading Homilies. But Jet 
as make an End of our Reftedions on Fo11lpels cu­
ri01ts Letter. Fo11/1j11e1, after advifing Abelard not 
to think of carrying the matter before the Pope, by 
during him that it required too great Expcnce to 
t>btain any Satisfadion at that Court, concludes aJl 
wi.th this !aft Motive of Confo'.ation, that the ima­
gined Happinefs he had loft was always accompa­
Jlled with abundance of Vexation, but if he perfe­
Yered in his Spirit of Refignation, he would with­
Gilt coubt at the laft Day obtain that Juftice he had 
11ow failed of. 'Tis great Pity we have not Ahe-
iarJ'& Anfwer to this delicate Letter, the Matter ·1 
then would look like one of Job's Dialogues with' 
lis Friends. A!Jtlard would generally have enoug~ 
to rep1y, and Fo!l!ques would often be but a forry 
Comforter. However it is certain this Letter was 
cif fomc Weight with Abelard, for ·we fi.nd after-
wards he never thought of making a Voyage to 

Rome. Refolved to bear his Calamity patiently, 
"be left to God the avenging of the cruel and 
ihameful .t\bufe he h0ad fuffered. 

But let us return to Hrloifa. 'Tis probable her 
Friends of the Convent of Ar1t11tt11il tonceal'd fo 

heavy 
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heavy a Misfortune from her for fome Time ; b•t 
at laft fhe heard the fatal News : Though the Rage 
and Fury of her Uncle threatened her long fince 
with fome Punilhment, yet could file never fufpca 
any thing of this Nature. It will be faying too lit­
tle to tell the Reader fhe felt all the Shame and 
Sorrow that is poflible. She only can exprefa 
th<'fe violent Emotions of her Soul upon fo fcvent 
an Occafion. 

In all Probability this Misfortune of Ah,larl 
would have been a thorough Cure of her Paffion. 
if we might argue from like Cafea : but there is 
•o Rule fo general u not to admit of fome Excep­
tions ; and H,loift's Love upon this fevere Tryal 
proved like Queen Strato1tict's, who was not Jefs 
paffionate for her Favourite Comhahus, when file dif­
cover1d his Impotence, than file had been before. 

Shame and .Sorrow had no lefs feized Ah,larJ 
than Hcloif,, nor dared he ever after appear in the 
World. So that he refol'f'ed, immediately upon 
his Cure, to banifil himfelf from the fighc of Men, 
and hide himfelf in the Darknefs of a Monafticlr.. 
Life; avoiding all Converfation with any kind of 
Perfons excepting his dear Htloift, by whofe Com­
pany he endeavoured to comfort himfelf; But Ihe 
at laft refolved to follow his Example, and conti­
nu~ for ever in the Convent of .!rg,nteuil where fhe 
was. .Ah,larti himfelf confeffes that Shame, rather 
than Devotion, had made him take the Habit of a 
Monk p and thac it was Jealoufy, more than Love_ 

whica 
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which engaged him to perfuade luloift to be Pro..­
fefs'd. before he had made lais Vow. The Letters 
which follow thi1 Hiftory will inform us after what 
Manner and witlt what Re(olution they feparatec:I .. 
H,loifl in the Twenty Second Year of her Age ge­
neroufly quitted the World, and renounced all 
thofe Pleafures fue might reafonably have proJllis'd 
herfelf; to Sacrifice herfelf entirely to the Fidelity 
and Obedience fue owed her Husband, and to pro­
cure him that Eafe of Mind which he faid he could 
no other ways hope for. 

Time making Ahelara's Misfortune familiar to 
him, he now' entertained Thoughu of Ambition, 
and of fopporting the Reputation he had gained. 
of the moll learned Man of the Age. He began 
with explaining the Aas of the Apojlles to the Monka 
of the Monaftery of St. Dm11is to which he :had 
retired; but the Diforders of the Abby, and the 
Debauches of the Abbot, which, equally with his 
Dignity, were foperior to thofe of the fimple 
Monks, q11ickly drove him thence. He had made 
bimfelf uneafy to them, by cenforing their Irregu­
larity. They were glad to part with him, and he 
to leave them. 

As foon as he had obtained leave of the Abbot, 
he retired to 1hihaud in Champain, where he fet up 
a School ; perfuacling himfelf t_hat his Reputation 
would bring him a great namber of Scholars. 
And indeed they flock'd to him, ·not only from the 
moft diftant Provinces of FrR11ct, but alfo from 

Rome, 
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RP-t, s;.;., E11gl1111J·aT1d GmtlllnJ, in foch Nom: 
hers that tlae Towns could not provide Accommo­
dation. nor the Country Provifiona enougll for 
them •. Bat .Ah,/a,,d did not forefee tbt this Suc­
ciefs and Reputation would at the fame time occa­
ion him new Troubles. He had made himfelf 
two confiderable Enemies at La11n, · ./Jh"iclt of 
Rh1im1, and Lo111/fof lomhard;, who, as foonas 
they perceived how prejudicial his Reputation was 
to their Schools, fought all Occafions to ruin hi~ : 
and thought they had a lucky Hapdle to do fo 
from a Book of his entitled 'lh, Myjiery uj tbt 
'lrinity ; dais they pretended was Heretical. 
and through the Archbilhop's Means they procured;­
a Council at Soij/0111 in the Year 1121 ; and without 
faffering .Ahtlard to make any Defence, ordered 
his Book to be burnt br. his own Hands, and him­
felf to be confined to the Convent of St. Ml@rd. 
This Sentence gave him foch Grief, that he fays 
himfelf the unhappy Fate of his Writings touched 
him more fenfibly than th1 Misfortune he had fuf. 
fer'd thro' F.lhert's Means, Nor was it only his 
Fatherly Concern for his own ProdutUons, but the: 
indelible Mark of Herefy which by this Means 
was fixed on him, which lo exceedingly troubled 
lwat. 
--'I;hat the curious R~ader may have a complea~ 

Knowledge of· this Matter, I .lhall here give a11 

Account 
. • Mfuas S&bo/as ta11ta Scb,I.,.;,,,. ..Jtillldo ,011.fl,,:xit, 111 ,,,_. 

a litjj,itii,, "" temz. fuj/utr'1 Ali•fflli1, Abe.I, Opcr, p, 1\l' 
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Account of that pretended Herefy which wu 
wp11ted to .Jo,lllt'd. The Occafion of hia Writing 
this Book was, that bis Scbolar1 demanded t Phi­
lpfophical Arg11ment1 on that Subjea; often 1J'rging 
that it was impofiible to Believe what was not Un­
derllood ; That it waa to abufe the World to· Preach' 
a Doc\rine, equally unintelligible to the Speaker 
and Auditor; and that it was for tht Blind to lead 
the Blind. Thefe young Men were certainly in­
clined to Sabe/Jinifm. Abelard's Enemies however 
did not accufe him of falling into this, but ano.; 
ther Herefy as bad, 'l,itheifm, though indeed he 
was equally · free from both ; he explained the · 
Unity of the Godhead by Compari!ons drawn. 
from Human Tbings, but according to a Pafi"age_ 
of St. Bernard, • one of his greateft Enemies, he 
{eemed to hold that no one ought to believe what 
lie could not give a Reafon for.. However, Ao1-
lara'1 Treatife upon this Subjecl. pleafed every one 
except thofe of his own Profeffion, who, ftung. 
with Envy, that he ihould find out Explanations 

· which they could not have thought of, raifed fuch 
a cry of Herefy upon him, that he and fome of 
his Scholars had like to have beeD lloned t by the 

Mob. 

t H",ia1u11 f!if pbilofopbita• ratio•11 'tf"irthant, f!if p/JI, 91J1t 
i•ttlligi, 9ua,n 9u4 dici po/Jent ,jflagit~bant. Abel. Op. 

• B,rnardi Epift. J 90. 
t lta ,,,, in C/m &I Pop•I• Jiffa"'""'"""t, "t pm~,., pop•loi 

rwof'l"' pi advtntraflt l:Jt Diftipuli, ,,.ft,i• ,,.;_, Di, ,,.jl,i ad-' 
~1111 l,,,1idartnt; ditmltl m, Im D1upr4ditar, (!jf f,ripji.J,,Jir•t 
i!fo 1")1111f11mf"m1t, Abel, Op, p. ao, ·. 
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/Mob. By their powerful Cahall they prev_ailed 

with Cma11 Bilhop of Prm,jlt the Pope's Legate, 
who waa Prefident of the · Council to condemn· 
hi, Book, p~etending, that he afferted three Gods, 
which they might eafily fuggeft, when· he was fuf. 
fered to make no Defence. 'Tis certain he was 
very Orthodox in the Dochine of the Trinity ; 
and all thi1 Procefs again ft him was only occafioned 
oy the Malice of his Enemies. His Logical Com­
parifon (and Logic was his Maller-piece) proved 
rather the three Divine Perfons One, than multi'­
plied the Divine Nature into· three. His Compa-
1ifon is, · that as the three Propofitions • in a Syl­
logif m are but one Truth, fo the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoft are but one Effence. And 'tis certain 
the Inconveniences which may be drawn from chi• 
Parallel are not more than what may be drawn 
from the Comparifon of the three Dimenfions of 
Solids, fo much infifted on bv that famous Ortho­
dox Mathematician Dr. Wtdli1 _. of England. But 
great Numbers of Pious and Learned Di..-ines, who 
have not been over-fubtle in Politicks, have been 
perfecuted and condemned as well aa Ah1larti, by 
the Ignorance and Malice of their caballing Bre-
thren. -

· A little after his Condemnation, Ah,lard was or­
dered to return to St. Den11is. The Liberty he had 

e Situt udttit ortltio ,ft, ,,.,rfaio, aJ/••J>tio ~ u11c/11jio, ita 
,adttn Ejfi,,1i11 tlJ P111n-, Fili,, fiJ Spiri)i,1 S~11.'f111, .Abel. Op. 
p. 20. 

J) taken 
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talrea.to cemare die vit;ou.LiYe,pf the Monki ~ 
r~cd Jaim a arcat many EDQUies. Among tbcfc: 
,,. .. St. /Jm,,uv. IIOt upoii the fame Motive, .. 
thofc Mook•~ bat becaufo ,4/,,/(lrd'a greac . Wit, 
joi11)d witb fo loofe and feiuual a Life, gavo him 
Jcalo11fy, w.ho tlaought it impoSible the Heart 
fhoulcl be d~lcd without th, He.«i being likewife 
tainted. 

Stares had he retorn'd to·St, Dnmi,, when one-· 
Day h~ dropt fomo.Words, intimating.he did not. 
~lieve that the St. D,,m;, their ··Patron was the, 
~reopagite mention'd in the Scripture, there being 
n~ Probability that he ever was in Fract. This 
was imm.ediately carried to the ALbor, wlio waa 
fall of Joy, that he had now a Haodlit to heighten 
tho. A~cufation! of Hcrefy againft him with fome, 
Crime againft the Sta~e ; a Method frequently ufed 
bf. this Sort of.Gentl_emcn to make fore their Re­
venge. In thof e Times too the contradiaing the . 
Nor,io111 of the Monka was enough to prove a Man 
an Atheift, Heretick, Rebel, or auy thing: Learn­
ing •,ignified nothing. If any .one of a clearer 
Head and larger Capacity had the Misfortune, to be 
fll(peaed of Novelty, there was no way to aveid 
the general Perfecution of the Monks, but volun­
~y baaiJh.ing bimfelf. The Abbot immediately 
aB'embled all the Houfe, and declared he would 
deliver up to the fetular Power a Perfon who had 
dar'd to rcftca upon tlac Ho11oar of the Kingdon\ · 
and of the Crown. Adari very rightly judging· 

~at' 
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that (dcH'Threablin&• were! rlol to lie defpl(ed, ilea 
by Night to Cbampai11, to a CI01Rer of the Monki 
of 'lroi11, acd then patili11t17 waited till the Storm 
iliould be over. After tlie Death of this .Abbot, 
which, very luckily for him, happened foon af'ter his· 
Flight, he obtained teave to live where he plea(cd• 
tho' it waa _not without ufing- fome Cunning. ffc 
knew the Monk, of fo rich a Houfc had fallen into 
great Excelli:s, and were very obnoxious to the 
Court, who would n()t fail to make their Profit of 
it : He therefore procured it fuoald be reprefented 
to the Council, as very Difadvantagcolle to his Ma• 
jelly's Intercft, that a Perfdn who was continually 
ceofuring the Lives of his Brethren fuould continui 
any longer with them. This was immediately an .. 
dcrftood, and Ordcra given to fome great Man al 
Court to demand of the Abbot and Monks, why 
they kept a Perfon in their Houfe whofe Conduct 
was fo difagteeable to them, and far from bein·g 
an Ornament co the Society, was a continual Vex­
ation, by publilhing their Fa.sits ? This being 
Tcry opportunely moved to the new Abbot, he gavt 
.4he/ardleave to retire to what Cloifter he pleafed. 

Abe/4Td, who had indeed all the Q.ualitica which 
make a great Mao, could not however bear, with- . 
out repining, the numerous Misfortunes with which 
be faw hi.mlelf emb.irrafa'd, and had frequent 
Tho11thts of publilhing a Manifefto to jullif} him. 
ftlf from the fcandalous Imputations his. Enem~• 
had l~d upon him, anJ to undeceive thofe whom 

D a their 
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, their Malice badiprejµdiced againft him. But apoil­
cooler Thoughts, he determined that it wu bettel" 
to fay nothing, and to• lhew them by his Silence 
how unworthy he thought them of his Anger. 
Thus being rather enraged than troubled at the In­
juries he had fulfered, he refolvcd to found a new 
Society confifting chiefly of Monks. · To this pur• 
pofe he chofe a Solitude in the Diocefe of 'Ir11it1,­
and upon fome Ground which waa given him by 
Permiffion of the Bifhop, he bu'ilt a little Houfe, 
and a Chappel, which he dedicated to the moft 
Holy Trinity. 

Mea of Learning were then fcarce, and the De-• 
fire of Science was beginning to fpread itfelf. Our 
Exile was enquired after and found, Scholars 
crowded to him from all Parts : They built little 
Huts, and were very liberal to their Maller for his­
Leelures ; content to live on Herbs and Roots and 
Water, that they might have the Advantage of 
Learning from fo Extraordinary a Man ; and with, 
great Zeal · they enlarged the Chappel, building 
lhat and their Profelfor'a Houfe with Wood and 
Stone. 

Upon this occafion, Abelard, to continue the 
Memory of the Comfort he had received in thit 
Defart, dedicued. his New-built Chappel to the 
Holy Ghoft, by the Name of the Paraclttt or Com­
forter. The Envy of A/1,eric and Lotr,lf, which had 
long fince perfecuted him, ~as ftrangely revived, 
upon feeing fo many Scholar& flock to him from all 

Parts, 
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Parts, notwithftanding the Inconveniences of the 
Place, and in contempt of the Matters who might 
fo cemmodioufly have been found in the Towns 
and Cities. 

They now more than ever fought Occafions to 
trouble him; the Name of Paracleu furnilh'd them 
with one; they gave out that this Novelty w:ts a 
Confequence of his former Herefy, and that it was 
no more lawful to dedicate Churches to the Holy­
Ghoft, than to God the Father: That this Title 
was a fubtle Art of inllilling th:tt Poifon which he 
doril: not fpread openly ; and a Confequence of his 
Heretical Dotlrine which bad been condemned al­
ready lty a Council. This Report raifed a great 
Clamour among Numbers _of People, whom his 
Enemies employ'd from all Sides. But the Perfe­
cution grew more terrible when St., Bar11ari and St. 
Norh,t declared again!l: him, two great Zealots, 
fir'd with the Spirit of Reformation, and who de­
clared themfelves Rellorers of the Primitiv~ Difcip­
lioe, and had woodcrfolly gain'd upon the AfFeai­
ona .of the I1opulace. They fprcad foch Scandal 
againll hi~ that they prejudiced his Principal 
Friends, and forced thofe who ftill loved him not 
to Jhew it any ways, and upon thefe Accouiltt 
made his Life fo hitter to him that he was upon the 
Point of leaving Chriji,ntlom•. But hie Unhappi..: 

• S4r "'"" ( Dn,, ftit) ;,, t,mtum l11pfus Jum Jtf~ratim,m uP 
~krifiionorMm jinil,,,, tJ«,jfi,,. ad Gntt1 trt111Jirt diJ~11trtm, "'f"' 
1/,1 ruittt Jui, 'Jll"'""'I"' tributi paEliont inter inimim Cbrifti tbr~i-. 
'"'' 11ifltr,. Abel. Op. P• 3:i. . . 

D 3 nefa 
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nefs would not lot him do a thing which JDlght 
have ~rocured his E,afe I but made hiaa ftill conti, 
JI.lie witll ~hril\iaas, a11d with Monk, (u himf~f 
exprefi"es it) worfe than Heathem. • 

The Duke of BrillftfY, jnfonued of his MisforT 
tune,, and of theBirl>tiity pf Iii, Enesniea, named 
him to the Abby of St. (;14i/Ja1 in th.e I)iocefe of 
Yllll111i, at the Defire of the Monks, who had al-. 
ftapy e!e4ed hi~ for th~ir Superior. Here he 
ihought he had found a Refpge from ~~• Rage of 
his Enemies, but jg Reality he h•d only chang'd 
one Trouble for anoihcr. The proiligate Lives 
pf the Monks, ud the Arbitrarinefs of a L'ord, 
w~o had deprived tllem of the greater Part of theif 
J.ev1=nues, fo that they were obli;ed to maintain 
their Miftrelfes and Children at their own private 
~~nee, o~c•~oned him a tho11fand Vexationa and 
Dinger,. They feveral ~im,s endeavo11r'd to 
Poifon him in his ordinary Diet, but proving un-r 
{~ci:efsfol ~at w•y they try'd to do it io the Holy 
~acrament. Exco~monic~ti<>ns, with w~ich Ito 
thrutell'd the moft ~utin9µs, did not at all abate 
~ Diforder ; bf pow fc..-~ tbe P!)~iard more 
~han :Pc;1ifo11, and ~ompared bis Cafe to Hi~ whom 
ya~ TyrllJlt of Syracuf.1 ca"fe.d to ~e feated at his 
T~\e, witb l} S~ord :ii,:,.n.gi,g oy~!' lu01 6-ftCD'q 
onl~ 1,,y lJ Thre&4. ' · · 

• J,u:.uli in Cliriftia11 ~tf~ M11111f'b1J <ifnti6M,J lo~f J,n;i1r~. 
_,,., rjor11. I.bid. • 

Whil{l 
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-Whilfl: .4~,lari thus fufFer'd in lia Abby by hu 
Monka; the Nuns of Argntiuil, of whom H,'4/ft 
was Priorcfa, grew fo licentiou1, that S11zg,r Abbat 
of St. Dm11is taking Advantage of their Irregulari­
ties, got Pofi'dion of their Monaftery. He fent 
the Original Writing• to .Rat111, and having obtain'd 
the Anfwer he defired, be expelled the ·Nuna, a11_cl 

;, cftablifh'd in their Pla~e Monka of hi, Order. · 
Some cenforious People upon reading this P,r. 

fage will be apt to e11tertain ftrong Sufpicion1 o'f 
1itloif,; and judge it probable that a Governor dou 
11ot behave well, when llurolnteuefa is known a, 

reign in the Society. I have never read that Oae 
wu included by. Name in the general Scandal of 
the Society, and therefore am cautioua not ,._ 
bring any Accufations againft her. Our Savi~ 
fay,, ·N,_ ,,,, hmh ,o,uJ,m11'd tk,, 11tith1r 411 I,,,,;,,,,. 
'Ihtt. 

Htloif,, at her Departure from the Coll'fent gf 
'Arg111t•til, apply'd to her Hufband; who, by Per­
~ulion of the Bifhop of 'Iroin, gave her the Houfe 
and Chappel of the Par11,kt1, with its Appenda­
ges ; and placing there fome N ans, founded , 
·Nunnery. Pope J,,,,.,,,,, II. confirmed this Dona­
tion in the Year 113 • • Thi1 i• the Origin of the 
Abby of the PM11cl,11, of which H,loij, was the .6rl 
Abbefa. Whatever her Condufi was among the 
licentious Nuns of Argmtwil, 'ti• certain Jhe lived 
fo regular in this het new and laft Retreat, and be. 
bv(d berfdf with that Prudence, Zeal and Piety • 

. D _4 that 
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that lhe won the Hearts of all the World, and in a 
fma'U time hac abundance of Donations. .A{ielanl 
himfelf fays, lhe had more in one Year, tpan h!= 
could have cxpeaed in all his Life, had he lived 
there. The Bi/hops loved her as their Child, th~ 
Abbe1fes as their Sifier, and the World as their 
Mother. It mull be owned fome Women have had 
wim,jerfu) Talen:s for exciting Chriftian Charity: 
The Apbe(fr& whi~h fucceeded Heloift have often 
been of the greatell: families in the ~ingdomr 
There is a Lift of them in the Notes of Andre<zv du 
Chene upon .Ahelard's Works, from the Time of the 
'Foundation in 1136, to 1615t but he has not 
thought fit to take 11otice of Jane Chahat, who dieg · 
the 25th of June J 593, and profefs'd the Proteftant 
Religion, yet withoiit marrying, or quitting her 
Habit, tho' Jhe·was driven from her Abby. 

After .Ahelard had fettled H.loife here, he mad~ 
frequent Journeys from Britany to Champain, to·take 
Care of the Intereft of this !Hing Houfe, and to 
eafe himfelf from the Ve,cations 9£ his own Abby. 
But Slander fe> perpe~ually followed this unhappy 
Man, that tho' his prefent Condition was univer.,. 
fally known; he was reproach'd witti a remaining 
voluptuous Paffion for his former Miflrefs., He 
complailu of his hard Ufage in one of his Letters ~ 
but comforts himfelf by the Example of St, Jerom, 
whofe Friendfhip with Paula occafion'd Scandal 
too ; and thought he entirely confuted their Ca-

lumnf 
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lumny, ·by remarking that ,even t~e moJl Jealou, 
s:ommit their Wives to the Cuftody of Eunuch,. 

· ' The thing which give, the gre~tcft Handle to 
fufpca Helbijla Prudence, and that .tl/,1"'1-J did not 
think himfelf fafe with her, is his making a Refo­
Jution to feparate himfelf for ever from her. D~­
ring his being employ'd in eftablifhing this. new 
Nunnery, and in .ordering their Affair•, aa well 
Temporal as Spiritual, he was diligent in perfuad:­
jng her by frequent and pious Admonitions to fuch 
a Separation ; and infifted that in order to make 
~heir Retirement ai:id Penitence more profitable, it 
was abfolutely Nece!fary they fuould ferioufly en­
deavour to forget each other, and for the future 
think of nothing but God. When he had given 
her Direclion for her own Conducl, and Rules for 
the Management of the Nuns, he took his Jali: 
Leave of her and return'd to his Abby in Britany, 
where he continued a long time without her hear-: 
~ng any Mention of him. 

By chance a Letter he wrote to one of his Friends 
to comfort him under Come Difgraces, wherein he 
had gi\·en him a long Account of all the Pcrfccuti­
ons he ' himfelf had fuffer"d, fell into H1/oijl1 
Hands. She knew by the Superfcription from 
whom it came, and her1Curiofity made her open it; 
the reading the Particulars of a Story fhe was fo 
muclt concern 'd in renew'd all her Paffion, and !he 
hence took an Occafion to write ·to him, complain­
ing of hii loni Silence. .tlbtlard cotild not forbear 

anfwering 
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. aa(wel'iag her I tbil o.:cafloa 'd the f eYcnt' Letten 
, bccween them which follow thia Hiftory ; ud ill 
thcfe we may obfewe how high • Woman is eapa­
bhi ef railing the Sentiments of her Heart, when 

.po&f11~11 of • great deal of Wit aad Learaing, u 
weN •• a moft ,iolent LOYe. 
· 1 fhall not tire the Reader witlt any further lte­
.-fie~ions on tlle Letters of thefe two Lovers, h11t 
leue them entirely te his own Judgment: only re-­
marking, that he ought 11ot to be forprifed to find 
·Htkift's more Tender, Paflioaate and Eicpreflive 
Ulan thofe of Ahdartl: She was Yoanger, and con­
feqotntly more Ardent than he. Th~ fad Condi­
cion he wa~ in had pot altered her Lovil. Befides, 
the ,~tired only in Complaifance to a Man fhe 
·blindly yielded to .; and refolved to preferv~ her 
Fidelity inviolable, 4he ftrove to conqaer her Dc­
firee, and make a Virtue of Neceffity. But the 
Weaknefs of her Sex continually returned, and the 
felt the Force of Love in Spite of all Refiftance, It 
·was not the fame with Al,,/ard; for tho• it was a 
Miftake to think, that by not being in a Condition 

·.qf fatisfying his Paffion, he w-., as Ht/qifl imagi-
11ed, wholly delivcr'd from the Thorn of Senfuali­
iy ; yet he was truly forry for the Diforders of his 
•pall Life, he was fincerely .Penitent, and there{orc 

• ;his Letters are lef1 Violent and P.affionate than·thofe 
rt0f H~loifi. 
· A bout Ten Y cars after A{Jt!artl had retired- to liis 
'Abby, where Study ,was his chief B1dinef1, his 

..l:ncmic•, 
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8nemies, who bad refolved to Petfecate him t9 tb.o 
laft, were c~reful n,ot to Ie, him enjoy the Ea(~ of 
Retirement : They thought h~ was not fufficiently 
plagued with his Monks,· and therefor~ l>rooght • 
aew Procefa of Herefy againft him be.fore the Arch.,. 
bilhop of S,111. H~ defired he Jllight ,have the Li­
berty of defending his poarine before ~ rublick 
Affembly, and it was granti:d him. Upon this 
Account the Council of Sim was Affembled, in 
which Loui1 the VIIth affifted in re·rfon, in the 
\'e3r 1140. St. J}t"!artlwaa the A~cpfer, and de­
livered to the Atf~mbly foJDe Propofitions drawn 
fromAh,wJ's Boole, which were read in tnoCoun. 

~ii, This Accufatio11 iave .Ah,lart/ fuch Fi:ars, 
and was managed with f 11~b inveter~te Maµce by 
his Enemies, and witll Coch ari:at Unfair!\~• in 
drawing Co11fequenc.es he never thoyght of; that 
imagining he had Fri~nds at RQPU who would pro­
tea his Inno~cnce, he ma\ic an Appeal to the Pope. 
';fhe Council, notwithftandin1 bis Appeal, con­
demn 'd his Book, bot did not meddle with his Per­
fon ; and gave an Account of thll whole Proceed­
ing to Pope lnn.t1a1t II J praying him to confirm 
their Sentence. St. Bernard had been fo early ii\ 
p.rqi,o.6"~fiing th~ Pon,~if, that he go.t the Sentenc:41 
~onlirmcd before A./,'1t!rd heard any thing of it, or 
lili\d aoy Time to pref cnt himfelf before the· Tribu­
nal, to which.he had appealed. His Holwefs or-: 
,croa bcidc,, that A/,1/ari'1 Books fhou!d be bnrnt, 

himfelf 
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him(elf confined, and for ever prohibited froin 
Tearhing. 
· This Pafi"age of St. B1N11arJ'1 Life ia not maclt 
for the Honour of . his Memory : And whether he 

· took the Trouble himfelf to extraa the condemn'd 
J>ropofitiona from Ahelard's W ork1, or intrufted it 
to another Hand, 'tis certain the Paper he gave ia 
contain'd many things which Ah,lard never wrote, 
and others which he did not meaA in the Senfe im­
p11ted to him. 

When a few particular Exprellions are urged toe 
rigidly, and unthought-of Confequences drawn 
from fome Affertions, and no Regard is had to the 
general Intent and Scope of an Author, it is no dif­
ficult Matter to find Errors in any Book. For this 
lleafon Beranger of Poitier,, Ahelartl's Scholar, de­
fended his Mailer againft: St. Berna, d, telling him, 
he ought not to Perfecute others, whofe own Wri­
tings were not exempt from Errors ; demonftrating 
that he himfelf had advanced a Polition, which he 
would not have fail"d to have inferted in his Extract 
as a monftrous D08.rine, if he had found it in the 
Writings of Ahelard. 

Some time after Ahelard's Condemnation, the 
Pope was appeafc:d at the Sollicitation of the Abbot 
tJf Clugni, who received this unfortunate Gentle-
111an in his Monaflery with great Humanity, recon­
c:il'd him with St. Bernard, and admitted him to be 
a Religious of his Society. 

Thi• 
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Thie waa .:Ahtlard's )aft Retirement, in which he 

found all manner of Kindnefs ; he read Lectures te 
the Monks, and was equally humble and labori0111. 
At lalt growing weak, and aftlicled with a Compli­
cation of Difeafes, · he was fent to the Priory of St. 
M11rc,/ upon che Sa,1rt, near Cha/ons, a very agreea­
hle Place, where he died the :uft of April, 1142, 

in the l:\3d Year of his Age. His Corps was fent 
to the Chippel of the Paraclett, to Heloifl, to be 
jntcrred, according to her former Requeft of him, 
and to his own Deftre. The Abbot of Clugrri, 
when he fcnt the Body to Heloifl, according to the 
Cullom of thofe Times, fcnt with it an Abfolution 

· to be fixed together with his Epitaph on his Grave­
Jlone, which Abfolution was as follows. 

/Peter Ahhot ,f Clugni, havirrg rtcti'Vtd Fatht,, 
Abelard into the number if my Rtligious, and now 
gi,v111 leave that his Body bt pri<Vatr/1 convry' d to the 
Ai,hy of the Paraclete, to bt dij)ofld ,if by Heloife, 
Ahbefi ,f th, fame Ahbey ; do by the Authority o/ God 
and all the Sainll, abfalvt the /aid Abelard from all 
his Sins•. 

H,J,ijt, who furvived him twenty Years, had all 
the leifure that could be to effea the Cure of her 

• Ego P,trus Cluniam,ji, Abba,, 1ui P,t. A6~l•rdu,n i11 M► 
""rum Cluiaunf,,n rmpi, & <orpu, ,jus furtim J,latum fleloijµ 
.J/;6,.,ij[~ & Monit,/ihus Paracltti <onc,jfi, A111boritt1tt omnipott•• 
,;, Dei ff! omnium Sa118orum, p/,fol"""6Mm /" . .jficio al, 011111i/,u, 
Jtttati.s Juis. 

'. unhappy 
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unhamP•Bi,,n. Alaa I fhe wu nry Jon3·abouf 
it I She paft the reft of her 1'171 like a Reli&iou• 
and devont- Abbef1, frequent in Pra1er, and cntir.., 
iy employed in the Re1ulation of her Secicey. SM! 
Jond Stady, and being a.Miftref6 of the learud 
La:1guagc1, the Lmin, <.r11l. nd·H"1-,w, fhe w&i 
dk,med a Miracle of Le11rnint. A/,.J.,.J, in a 
Leetcr he wrote to the Rcligio111 of his new Houfe, 
fays exprelly, that H,l.ifa andenloed tbefe three 
languaga. The Abbot of c1.,,,; lilcewife, in a 
Lelter he wrote to her, tells htr, fhe excell'd ia 
Learning not only all her Sex, but tire greateft 
patt of Men•. And in the Calender of the Houfe 
of the Puoc/11,, lbe i, recorded in thefe words : 
H,loift, Motbn- ""' jirjl AP~fi ,f tliis Plact, famD111 
jof her Ltar11ing a11ti R1/igi011. I muft not here pafs 
by a CDftom the Religioul of the Plll'1Ulll1 now 
have to commemorate how learned their firft Ab"' 
befs was in the Grett, wJiich is, that every Yeaton· 
the Day of Pentecoft they ~form divine· Service in 
the Gml Tongue. What a ridiculous Vanity I 

Francis D' Amboiji tells us, how fobtilly one Day. 
fhe fatisfied St. Rw1t11Td, upon his alkiog her, why 
in her Abbey when they recited the Lord's Prayer, 
they did not fay, Givt 111 this Day 011r D 11 1 LY 

Jfmllf, bur Gtvtu~ thfs Day ,rri'Sui"n·sv11sTJi:N:., 
TJAL Bread, by an Argument drawn from rhe 

• Studio tao f$ Mulicr,s 1mn,1 tvicilli, (sf p.,ii 'llirn un;.,,.,,Jn 
S11J.tri/li, .f,bel. Op. . , 
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Original,, aSirming we ought to follow tb"e G,wl 
~rfion of thts Gofpel St. Mattht<w wrote in Hi-: 
i,,,,w, Without do11bc it, was-not a little furpriung 
to it, Btrt111rtl, to hear a Woman pofe him in 
a Oontroverfy, by citing a Gr11l Text. 'Tis true,. 
fome Autb.ors fay )ll,,1«,,J made this Anfwer to St. 
lurnard, after hearing from H,loij,, that Objeaions 
were made to that Form of Prayer, However the.· 
Cafc was, a Woman with a fmall competency,of' 
Learning, might in thofe times pafa for a Miracle ;.· 
and Cho' !he might not equal tbofc Defcriplion.., 
which h•ve been given of her, yet !he may defuY•·· 
cdly be placed in the Rank of W omea of the greac­
eft Learning. Nor was fhc lefs remarkable for her 
Piety, Patience, aad Refignation, during her Sick­
neife1 ia the latter part of her Life, She died the , 
17th of Mll.J, 1163, 'Tisfaid fhe defirrd to be 
buried, in the fame Tomb with her .Al,,ku,,J,. tho'' 
that probably waa not executed. Fr-i1 D" .d.kift 
fays, he faw at the Convent the Tombs of the ·. 
Foµnder and .Foundrefs near togcthtrr, However,. 
a Manofcript of 'To"rs give us an Account of an ex­
traordinary Miracle which happened when Ahilard's. 
Grave was opened for Htluifls Body, namely, that . 
.Jh,lartl ftrecched out his Arms ·to receive her, and . 
embraced her clofely ; tho' there were twenty good. 
Years pafs'd fince be died. Butthat is a fmall mat- -
tor to a Writer of Miracles, 

I !hall conclude this Hilfory with an Epitaph on. 
41¥/arJ. which tlic Abbot of c,,,,,,; {cnt H,/oifa, an,-
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·and which is now to be read· on his Tomb; it hatlt 
nothing in it delicate either for Thought or Lan­
guage, and will fcarcely bear a Tranflation. It is 
only added here for the fake of the Curious, and 
as an Tnftance of the Ref pea paid to the Memory 
of Co great a Man, and one whom Envy had load.; 
ed with the greateft Defamations. 

P E '[RU S in hac petra latitat, tJUtm murul111 
Homtrum 

Clamal,at, fed jam fidera jidus habtnl. 
Sol trat hie Gal/11, fad tum jam fat a tukr1111t: 
· Ergo cartt Regio Gallica S,lt fao. 
/Ue fcims qu;J quid fuit ulli Jcibik, vicit 

drtijicts, artes alifqur docmte docrns. 
Untlecimte Maij Petrum raputre C11/mtltllf, 

Privantts Logim atria Rege /110, 
£jl Jatis, in tumulo Petrus hie jacit db.ela,-Ju,1 

Cui Joli patuit /cihi/e quid quid trat, 

G Al!orum Socr11tt1, Plato maximus Hejptriar1im 
Nojitr Arijloteln, Logicis ( q«icumque fuerMat} 

dut par aut melior ; jiudiorum cognitus Orhi 
Princtps, ingenio 'Varius, fuhtilis & acer. 
Omnia 'Vi j,,perans ratiorris & art,: loquendi, 
Abtelardus erat. Sed nunc magis om11ia 'IJintit, 
Cum Cluniartnfam Monacuin, morrmqut profi.fl111, 
Ad Chrijii 'Vtram tra,yi-1.,it Phi.'ofophiam, 
/11 qua lo11gte'IJt.e bt?7t complens ultima 'IJit<e, 
Pbilofophis qu11ndaq'ue honis ft conrrumtrandum 
Sp,111 dedit, und111as Mai'o reno'IJantt Cale11d111, 
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LETTER·s 

bF 

ABELARD and HEto1sE. 

LETTER I. 

A ii E i. A i. o io PH 1 LINT in. 

It may 61 proper to a'cq11aint the R11llier that the [oi­
lo<u:ing Letter <was writttn 'hy Abelard to a 
Friend lo C(lmfort him 1111d1r fam, A.fflillionswhich had 
/Jtf allen him, PJ «-Rtcital of his own Sz(ff eringi, which 
had httn much heavier. It contai1rs a particular A,­
co11nt of his .llmour wiih Hcloife, and th, unhap}y 
OmfifJflencts of it, 'This Lttterwaswrittewfevnal 
r,ars after Abelard's Stpatationfrom Heloife. 

m. · HE laft time w.e were together,P'1,7in­
tus, you gave me a melancholy Ac­
count of your Mufortlinea i I waa fen­
fibly touched with the Relation, aod 
like a true Friend bore a Shre in 

your Griefs, Whai did I pot fay to {lop yoW"Tear• l 
E . I 
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I laid before yo~ all the Reafons Philofophy co11Jd 1 

fornilh, which I 'thought might any ways foften the ' 
Strokes of Fortune: But alhhife Endeavours have . 
proved 11f1Jef&: Grief! petceive has wholly feized ' 
your Spirits; end your Prudenfe, far from affifiing. 
feems quite to have forfaken you, But my fkilfol 
Friendlhip ha:s found out an Expedient to relieve · 
you. Attend to ine a Moment; hear but the Sto- · 
ry of my Misfortunes; and yon~, P'hllintus, w111 be · 
nothing, if you compare them with thofe of the lo-·· 
ving and'unhappy .Ahelarti. · Obferve, l befeech you, · 
at what Expence· I endeavour to ferve you; and 
think this no fniall Mark·of my . .Affeclion; for I am · 
going to prefent you with the Relation of foch Par- · 
ticulars as it is impoffible for·me to recollecl without 
piercing my Heart with the moll: fenfible AfHiclion. · 

You know the Place whece I was-'born, but not' 
perhaps that I was born with thofe complexional · 
~aults which Strangers charge upon our Nation, an 
extreme Lightnefs ofTemper,and greatf nC'Onfiancy. · 
I frankly own it, an,d fbajl be as free to acquaint you · 
with thofe good Q!Jalities which were obferved in 
me. I had a natural Viva_c~ty and A~nefs_for all· 
the polite Arts: My Father was a Gentleman, and 
& Man of good P.;uts; he lov•d the Wars,. but differ'd ' 
in.his Sentimew from many who follow that Pro­
feffion, He tbought it no Praife to be illin:rate; 
but in th~ Camp hct knew :how to converfe at the 
fame time widl the Mufes-and BiUo,,a. He was the · 
fame ill the Ma~nt ef .hie F•mily; ad-teett: 

equal· 

· I 
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~qtral Car~ to· form his Children to the Study of 
l>olite Learning, as to tlleir MUitary ·Exercife,. A11 
i was bis e1delt, and conf'equtntly his favourite Sort, 
he took more than ordinary Care bfmrEducatioa. 
I had a natural Genius to Study; llnd made an ex• 
traordinaryProgrefa in it. Smitten with the Love of 
Books, and the Praifes which on all Side• were 
bellowed upon me; I afpired to no Reputation, but 
•hat proceeded from Learning. To my Brothen 
I left the Glory of Battels, and the Pomp of Tti-
11mphs ; nay- mote, I yielded them np my Birth­
right and Patritnony. 1 knew Neteffity was the 
great Spur to Study, ahd was afraid I 1honld not 
merit the Title of Learned, if I diilingui1hed my­
fclf from others by nothing but a more plentiful For­
tune. Of ali tbeSciences, Lugid wu the moft to my 
Tafle. Such were the Arms I chofe to profefii. Fur• 
11ifhe-d witll the Weapons of Reafoning, I tobk 
Pleafnre in going to public Difputadons, to ,via 
Trophies ~ and wherever I heard that this Art 
Hourilhtd, I ranged, like anotltcr Ale1railfitr, from 
Province td Province, to feek n~w Adverfaria, 
with whom I might try my Strength. 

· The Ambitioo I had to become fbrinidable ia 
Logick led me ai: laft to P-aris,. the Cen~r of Polito­
hefs, and where the Sdence I wall fo fmitte11 with, 
had ufualiy been in the greateft Perfection. I put 
inyfelf under the Direc\ion of one Ch111np'""" a Pro~ 
feffi>r, who h=td acquired the Charafter of tke m•ft: 
ltitful Philofopher of hi• Age, by negative :ixcellen'-

E z cic• 
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cies ODI}', by betng the Jeaft Ignorant. He-receim' 
me with great Dcmonftrationa of Kindnefs, bot I 
wu not fo Happy u to plcafe him long~ l wu tob 
.knowing in the Sobjecb he difcoorfed upon ; );! 

often confuted hi1 Notions ; often in our Difputa­
tiona I palhed a r,'00d Argument fo home, that all his 
Subtilty wu not able to elude iu Force, Jt was im-· 
poffible he lhoulMeehimfelf furpafi'ed by hla Scholar 
without RefeRtment., It is fometimea dangerous 
to have too much-Merit. 

Envy incrcafed agaioft me proportionably-to my 
Reputation. My' Encmi~ endeavoured to interrupt 
my Progrcfs, but their Malice only provoked my 
.Courage. And meafuring my Abilities by the Jca­
lou(y I had raifed, I thought I had no farlherOcca­
iion for Champtt111X'a Lctlurea, but rather that I wu 
fufticiendy qualified to read to others. I flood for a 
Place which was Vacant at M1hi11. My Mafter ufeli 
allhiaArtifice todefeatmy Hopes,but in vain; and 
oir this'Occafion, I triumphed over- hia Cunning-, 
aa before I had done over his Learning. My Leaurea 
were always c:roaded, and my-Beginnings fo forta .. 

- nate, that I entirely obfcured the.Renown of my fa,. 
mOG• Maller. Flufhed with thefe happy Conquefts, 
I· removed to Cw!Hi/, to attack ·the Maftera there, 
and fo eftabli(h my Cbarafler of the ableft Logici- · 
an. The 'Vliolence of Travdling-threw·me into a 
dangerom Diftcmper, and :not -bein,•able to rec:t>ver 
my Strength, my Phyficians, who-per hap, were in a 
l.ca1ue with ChRm/f~; advifed me toremoveto mJ 

Native. 
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'Native Air. Thm I voluntarily bauithedmy{elf for 
fome Years. I leave you to imagine whether my 
Abfence was not regretted by the better Sort. At 
length I recovered my Health, when I received 
])iewa that my greateftAdverfary had taken the Ha­
bit of a Monk ; .yoa may think it was an Aa of 
Penitent:e for having perfecuted me; quite contrary, 
'twas Ambition; he refolved to raife himfelf to fome 
Church Dignity, therefore fell into the beatenTrack, 
and took on him the Garb of feigned Aufterity; for 
Ibis is rhe eafieft and lhorteft Way to the higheft Ec­
clefiaftical Dignities, His Wifhes were foccefsful, 
and he obtained a Bifhoprick: Yet ~id he not quit 
Pari1, and the Care of the Schools: He went to his 
Diocefe to gather in his.Reven~es, but returned and 
paffed the Rell: of his Time in re:uling Leaurcs to 

J:hof~ few Pupils which followed him. A:fter this 
I often engaged with him, and may reply-~o you as 
Ajax did to the Gmls ; 

If .JOU demand the Forlll'!I of thlll Da:, 
Whm jlaltd on this right Ha11d yolll' Ho1Jours IIIJ, 
If I tlid•ot ohlig, th, Fot to Jitltl, 
·Ytt Jid I nwtr oaf,!, g11it th, Fi,ld, · 

About this Time my Father B1rt111ger, who to the 
Age of Sixty had lived very agreeably, retired from 
the World, and that himfelfupin a Cloifter, where 
he offered op to Heaven the languid Remains of& 
µEe he could make no far~cr ufe of. My Mother, 

E J - who 
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who wts )'Ct roung, took the fame Refolµtio~i 
She turaed aRc:ligioas,b11t did notentirelr abandoq_ 
the Satiafatqons of l.iife. lfer friend• were COD-t_ 

tiaually at th.e Grate. And the Moaaftery, --r,hc=n 
op.e has an lucliaatiop to make it [f.l, is ex~eediag_ 
charming and pleafaJlt. I was p~efent when my 
Motherwasprofelfed. At my Retµrn hefolved to 
1\uqy ·Divinity, and inq~ired for a Director in that 
Study. I was recqmm,:nde4 to one A,ifelm, the very 
Oracle of ais Time; b~t to give you my own Opi-:. 
nioa, one more ve11erable for his Age and Wrink­
les, than for his Genius or Learning. If you con­
(ulted him 1,1pon aity Difficulty, the fure Confequence; 
was to Le much more uncertain in thePqint, They_ 
whQ only faw him admired him, but thofe who rea­
fpned with him were extremely difi"atisfied. He was 

' a great Mafter of Words, and talked much, but. 
Jllean~ n~hing. His Pifcourfe was a_Fire, which 
inftead of enlightning obfcured every Thing with its. 
Spioke ; a Tree beautified with Variety of Lea:ve~ 
and Branches, qut barren. l. came to him with a 
De.fire t!> Learn, hct found hjm like the Fig-tree ill 
the Gofpel, or the old Ol!k to ~hi1:h L11ca~ cam"'. 
pares PomJtJ, l coatinped not long µndernellth 
his Shadow. I took for my Guides the Primitives 
Fl!rliers. a11d poldly launched into the Ocean of tho 
Holy icriptares. In a fhort Time I made fuch ~ 
Progrefs, qiat others chofe me £01 their Dirc;~or. 
The Number of my ~cholars were incredible,_ and, 
~e qra~uitics I recci vi;d fro.ip them were anf wera,~lo 

. .. . . to 

' , 
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,,to, tlae great Reputation I :&ad acqnired. Now I . 
• found myfelf fafe in the Harbour, the Storms were 
, pa1fed, and the Rage of my Enemies had fpent itfelf 
. without Effea •. Happy, ltad I known to make a 
. right Ufe of this Calm I iut when the Mind is mofl: 
eafy, 'tia moil: e:xpofcd to Love, and even Securi~ 
here is the moll: dangerous State. · 

And now, my Friead, I acn goiugto expofeto 
youallmyWeakneffcs. AllMen,l believe,areunder 
a Neceffity of paying Tribute, at fome Time or o~ 
ther, to Love, and it is vain to ftrive- to Hoid 
it. I was a Philofopher, yet this Tyrant of the Mind 

· triumphed over all my Wifdom ; his Darts were of 
greater Force .than all my Reafoninga, and with 
a fweet Conftraint he led me whither he pleafed. 
Heaven, amidft: an Abundance of Bleffinga with 
which I waa intoxicated, threw in a heavy Afiiiclion. 
I became a moll: fignal Example of its Vengeance ; 

. and the more unhappy, becaufc having deprived me 
of the Means of accolllplilhing my Satisfaclion, it 
left me to the Fury of my Criminal Defire1. I will 
cell you, my dear Friend, the Particulars of my 
Story, and leave you to jadge whether I defervcd fo 

. fevcre a Cotreclion. 
I had always an Averfion for thofe light Women, 

. whom 'tis a Reproach to purfoc; I waa ambitious in 
my Choice, and wilhcdto find fo111CObftacles, that 

. I might furmount them with the grea&er Glory and 
;-Pleafure. 

E..t, There 
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. There was in P11,.,;s a young Creature (ah Phi/in/ 
tus ! ) formed in a Prodigality of Nature, to ·fhe~· 
Mankind a finilhed Ccimpo6tion; dear 1Moif, ! rh11 
reputed Niece of one Fulh,rt, a Canon.· Her Wit 
and her Beauty would have fired the dulleft arid moli 
infenfible Heart; and her Education was equally id~ 
mirable. H,laife was a Miftrefs of the moft Polito 
Arts. You may ea61y imagine, that this did not 
a little help to captivate me : I faw her, I loved 
her ; I refolved to endeavour ;o c;ngage Jier Affec­
tions. The Thirft of Glory cooled immediately in 
my Heart, and all ~Y Paffions were left in thi; 
new one.· I thought of nothing byt H,l,ifa; every 
Thing brought hc!r Im~ge to my Mind. I was 
penfive, reftlefa, and my Paffion was . fo "iolent as 
to admit of n·o Reftraint. l was al"aya v.ain and 
prefamptive ; I flattered myfelf already w'ith the 
tnoft bewitching Hopes. My Reputation had fprcad 
itfelf every where; and could a virtuous Lady re.: 
fill a Man· that had confounded alf the Learned of 
the Age i l was young-could the fhew an In~ 
fenfibility to · thofe Vows which my Heart never 
formed for any bot herfelf? My Perfon was ·ad.; 
vantageoos enough, and by my Drefs no one would 
liave fufpecled me for a Doflor ; and Drefs,. you 
know, is not a li'ttle engaging with .WQmen. Be­
fides; I had Wit enough to write a /Jill,t-Joux, and 

'hoped, if ever the permitted my :i,h(ent felf ~o en­
tertain her, fhe would read with Pleafure thafc 
Breathings of JIJY Hear~ ' 

Filled 
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Filled with thefe Notions I thought of-nothing 

1>'1t the M·cans to fpeak to her. Lovers either find 
~r make all Things eaff. By the Offices of com-

. inon Friends, I gained the A~quaintance of FJ­
i1r1. And can you believe it, Pbilintw, he allowed 
ine the Pr!viiege· of his Table, and an Apartment 
in his Houfe : · I paid him indeed a confiderable 
Sum, for Perfons of his Charaaer do nothing with­
out Money • . But what would° i not have given l 
You, rn y dear Friend, know what Love i,; imagine 
then what a Pleafure it muft have been toaHeartfo' 
,nftamcd as mine, to be alwan fo near the dear ob­
jca ot Defire I I would not ha\tc exchanged my 
happy Condition for that of the greateft Monarch 
ppon Earth. · I faw H,/oifo,· I fpoke to her,-eacb 
Action, each c;onfofed Look; told her the Trouble of 
my-Soul. And fue,on thcotherSidc,gavemeGround 
fO hopcforevcryTliing froin herGenerofity. F11/htrt 
defircd me to inflrua· her in Phitofophy ; by this 
Means I found Opportunities of bc_ing in private 
with her, and yet I was fore of all Meu the moll 
timorous in declaring my Paffion. 

Aa I was with her one Day alone, Charming 
Heloift, faid l blufuing, if you know yourfelf, yoli 
will not be furprizcd with that Paffion you havein­
/pired me w1th. Uncommon as it is, · I can exprefs 
it but with tbaeoaimon Terms-I love you, a­
~orable H~loij, / 1.Till no~ J ~houghtPhilofophy made 
,a• Maftcrs of all our Paffion1, and that it was a Re­
fuge from the Stor~s in which weak Mortals arc 
· · · · to1fcd 
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; &o4red anti fbipwrecked: Bot you have deftroyedlOy 
: Security, and broken thia Philofophic Courage.,! 
: l,ave defpifed Riches; Hoaour and itl Pag~trica 
· Q>ald never raife a weak Thought in me : Beauty 
alone has fired n:iy Soul ; .happy if fhe who nJfod. 

, ihis Paffioo, kindly receives the Declaration; but 
· if it ia an Offence--- No, replied H,loije; fhe 
. muft be very ignorant of your Merit, who can be of-
feocud at 7our _Paffion. But for my own Repofe;.r 

· wilb either that you had not made this Declaratiop, 
· -or that I were at Liberty not to fufpea your Since­
rity. Ah divine He/ai.fo,(aid !,flinging myfelf.at her 
Feet, I fwear by yourfelf--1 wu goisig on tocon-. 

. Yince her A>f the Truth of my Paffion, but heard a 
:Noifc, .and it was F.•/lmt: There was .no avpidin~ 
it, but I muft do a Violence to my Defire, and 

· -change the Difcourfe to fome ,other Subjea, 
After thi,, I found . frequent Oppo~uniries, to 
free Htloife from thofe Sufpicion,, whi,h the ·gene­
·ral Jnfincerity of Men had raifed ·in her;' and ihc 
,too much defired what I faid were Truth, not to be­
lieve it. Thus there was a moil happy Underftand .. 
-ing between 111, The fame Jioufe, the fam~ Love, 
, united our Perfons and oar Delires. How many foft 
.Momeot1 did we pafs together ? We took all Op­
. portun,itiea to exprefs to each other our mutaal Af­
·•f eclions, and were ingenious.in contriving Incidents 
,which might give us a planfibleOccafion of meet-
ing. Pyr•mi, and.'lhiflls Difcovery of the Crack in 

:the Wall, was bat a flight Reprcfc~tion of oar 
· Love 
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Lo,e 111d itt Sagacity~ lo the De~ of Night, when. 
F11/h1rt a11d his :PomoOlcks were ill a foand Sleep, 
we imprcwcd the Time, proper to the (,vect Tbefu 
of Lon: Not contentuig ourfelyes, like thofe an. 
fortunate Lovers, with. giving infipid Kufee to a 
Wall,we made ufe ofall theMomenuof Qarcharm­
ing lntervjews. In the Place where we met we had 

, no Lionsto fear, and the Study ofPhilofophy '-rved 
11s for a Blind. But 1 was fo far from making any 
Advances i11 the Sciences, that I loft all my Tafte of 
them; and when I was oelrged to go from the Sight 

, of my dear Mi!lrefs to my pbilofophical -Exercifa. 
!twas with the utJnofi: Regret and Melancholy. 
Love ia izlcap11blo of beiug concealed J a Word, a 
Look, niy Silence fpcaka it. My Scholars .difcover­
~d it firll; they faw I had no longer that Vivacity or 
Thovgn~ t!) which all Thing• were eafy : I could 
iiow do nothing but write Verfea to footh my Pafli- . 
pn : I quilted Arijiotlt and his dry Maxims, to prac­
tife the Precepts of the more ingenious Ovid. No· 

· Day pa'1"ed in which I did not compofe amorous 
Verfes. Love w1s my infpiring Apollo. My Song• 
~ere fproad abroad, and gained me frcqQCllt Ap­
plaqfe~. Thofe who were in Love aa I was, took a 
Pride in learning the!JI; and by luckily applying my 
Thoughts and Verfea, have obtained Favours, which 
perhaps they could not otherwife have gained: This 
gave our Amours foch an Ee/at, that the Loves of 
Heloifl and .db,/ard were the Subjca of all Convcr­
fa~ions: · . 

"fh~ 
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. The Town,ta~ at !aft. reached FJ/Jrrt'• E1rs1 
ii: .was with great ~fticalty he gave Credit to what 
Jae beard,forJie loved hia Niece,and waa prejudiced 
i.a my Favoar ; bat ,apon clofer Examination, he 
~gan..to be lefs incre~lous. He furprifed us in one 
of,OW' more/oft Convedation,. How ,fatal fome:­
times are theConfequen<;es ofCuriofity ! The Angel' 
of F J/Jert feemed too moderate on this Occaf10n, and 
I feared in the End fome l!lDre heavy Revenge. It 
is impoffible to exprefs the Grief and Regret which. 
Jilled my Soul, when I was obliged to leave the 
~anon's Houfe and my dear H,loiji. But this Sepa­
r_ation of our Perfons the more ,firmly united our 

' Minds ; and the dcf perate Condition we were re:­
<iuced to, made us capable of attempt;ing any 
Thing. 

My Iatrigioea ga,ve me but littleSha~e, fo Joving:­
Jy .did I efteem ,the OccafioJl : Think what the gay 
young Divinit~ fai,J,when Yu/ea11 caught Mars ani:[ 
_the Goddefs of Beauty in his Net, and impgte it aH 
to me, Fullmt furprifed me with Htloift, &!Jd ,what 
Man that had a Soni in him \IVould not laave born 
any Ignominy on the fame Conditions ? The next 
Day I provided myfelf of a private Lodging near 
the loved Houfe, being refolved not to abandon my 
Prey. I continued fome Time without appearing 
publickly. Ah how long did thofe few Momen~ 
ieem to me! When we fall from a State of H appi­
nd'~, with what Impatience do we bear our Mi5for~ 
tunes i 

h 
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ft being impofiible that I could Jive without f~ 

ing H,loi.fa, I endeavoured to engage her Servanti. 
whofe Name was .Agaton, in my fotereft, fhe wu· 
brown, well lb.aped, of a Perfon fuperior to the or­
dinary Rank; her Features regular, and her Eyes 
fparkling; fit to raife Love in any Man whofe Heart 
was not prepofi"efi"ed by another· Pafijon, I met her 
alone, and intreated he.i: to have Pity on a diftrefi"ed 
I:.over. She anfwered, fhe would undertake any 
Thing to ferve me, but there was a Reward--at 
thefe Words I opened my Purfe, and fhewc;d the 
Jhining Metal, which lays afleep Guards, forces a 
Way through Rocks, and foftens the Hearu of the 
rlioft obdurate Fair. You are m•ftaken, faid fhe. 
fmiling and fhaking her Head- you do not kno,v 
me; could Gold tempt me, a rich Abbot takes hi.s 
nightly Station, and fings under my Window ; he• 
offer.a to fend me to his Abby, which, he fays, is 
fituatc ill the moft pleafant Country in the World~ 
A Courtier offers-me·a.confiderable Sum, and afi"ures 
me I need have no ·Apprehenfions ;, for if our A­
mours have Confequenc;:s, he will marry me to his 
Gentleman,and give llim a handfoineEmploymenr. 
TofaynothingofayoungOfficer, who patroles about 
here every Night, and makes his Attacks after all 
imaginable Forms. It muft be' Love only whicli 
could oblige him to follow me; for I have not, like 
your great Ladies, any Rings or Jewels to tempt him: 
Yet during all his Siege of Love, hfa Feather and hi, 
embroidered Coat have not made any Breach in my 

Hurn 
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Heart : I Dlall not quickly be broaght to capieulate; 
l am too faithful to my firft Conqueror- and tbea 
fhe looked eaniel\Jy on me. I nfwered, I did not 
bnderftand her Dlfcourfs. She replied, For a Mn 
of Senft, and Gallantry, you have a very flow Ap• 
prehenuon ; I am in Love with you, A!J,/.,,,1; I 
know yau adore Heloifa, I dd not blaltle you; I de: 
fire only to enjoy the fecond Plate ia ya.11 Alfdfli.: 
«>ns; I h-ave a tender Hear~, as well as my Miftref•i 
you may without Diflicblty make Return& to nry 
Pailion ; do nof perplex yourfelf with un(alhionable 
Scruples : A prudent Man oughl' l'O Jove feveral at 
the fame Time ; if one fhould fail~ he i1 not theti 

· left unprovided. 
You cannot imagine, Pbiii~tils, how mvdi i wu 

furprifed at thefe Words; fa entirely did I fovo He­
loift, that without relleEting whether Agaio1t fpoke 
any Thing reafonable or not, I immedi-ately left her. 
When I had gone a little Way from her, I looked 
back, and faw her biting her Nails in the Rage of 
Difappointmcnt, which made me fear fome fatal 
Confcquenccs. She haftcned to F11llmt, and totd him 
the Offer I had made her, but I fuppofe ccincealcd 
the other Part of the Story. The Canon net'er for.; 
gave this Affront ; I afterwards perceived he wa~ 
more deeply concerned for his Niece, tlian I lt M 
imagined. Let no Lover hereafter follow my Exam.: 
pie : A Woman rejected is an outrageous Creature-. 
Agato11 was Day and Night at her Window, on par­
poCe to keep me at a Dillance from her Miftrers~ and 

fd 
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. . . 

f& ga,·e her own Gallants Opportunity' enough to I 

difplay their feveral Abjljties. ' 
'. I was fo~nitely perpl:exed what Cou~fe to tak~,, 
at !aft I applied myfelf to myHelo;_je's Singing.! 
mafter. The 1hining Me·t'al, which had nr>' EfFea oai; 
Agaton, charmed him ; he was excellently qualified· 
for conveying a Billet, with the greatefi: 'Dexterity 
and Secrecy. He delivered one of mine to Htloifa;, 
who, according· to my Appointment, was ready at 
the End of a Garden, the Wall of wliich lfcaled by 
a Ladder ofRopes. I confefs to you all my Failings~, 
Pbilintus. How·would my Enemies, Cbam;tau:r and 
Anfi/111, have triumphed, had they fc!cn theredoubtcd, 
Philofopher. in fuch a wretched Cond'ition? Well~ . 
I met my Soul's Joy, my-HeMft ; I iliall not du-· 
fcribe our Traofports, they were not long; for the· 
~rft News Heloifi acq~ainted me with, plunged me· 
in a thoufand Diftraflions. A floating Delos was t~ ' 
be fought for, where ilie might be fafely delivered 
of a Burthen {he began already to feel. Without· 
fofing much Time-in debating, I made her prefent-" -
Jy quit the Cano_n's Houfe, and at Break of Dat 
'depart for Britany ; w.here fue, like another God­
defs, gave the Worid ~nother ..tfpollo, which my 
Sifter took Care of. 
: This carrying off Heloifi was fufficient Revenge 

upon Fulhert. · h lilied him with the deepeft Concern: 
a11d had lilce to have deprived him of all the little 
mtare ofWit which Heaven had allowed hi1n. His 
Sorrow and Lamentation gave the Cenforious an Oc) 

· cafion 
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calion of f~fpeaing him for fomethini more thaii 
the Uncle of Hrloifi. · . .' . · 

In fhort, I began to pi~ his Misforiiine, and to 
think this Robbery which Love had made me corn~ 
mit was a Sort of Treafcin. i endeavoured to ap­
peafe his Anger liy a fincere Confcffion of all ihat 
was paft, and by hearty Engagements to marry 
Heloift fecretly. He gavF me his Confent, and with 
many Protcftations an~ Embraces confirmed our 
Reconciliation. But what Dependance can be 
inade on the Word of an ignorant DMlofet. He 
was only plotting a Cl uel Revenge, as you will fee 
by what follows. · 

I took a Journey into llri!a11J, iri order to b'dni 
back my dear H,loifa, whom 1 now coiilidered as niy 
Wife. When I had acquainted her with what had 
paffed between the Canon and me, I found the was 
of a contrary Opinion to me. She urged all that 
was poffible to divert me from Marriage : That it 
was a Bond always fatal to a Philofopher; that the 
Cries of Children and Car~s of a Family were ut.: 
terly inconliftent with the Tianquiltiy and Applica­
tion which the Study of Philofophy required. She 
quoted to me_ all that was written on the Sabjecl by 
'lheophrajiu,, Ciuro, and above all infifted on the UC_. 

fortunate Socratu, who quitted Life with Joy, be..: 
caufe by that Meani he left Xa111ipp1. Will it not be 
more agreeable to me, faid lhe, to fc:e myfelf your· 
Miftre{a than your V/ife'? And will not Love have· 
more Power tlian Marriage to keep our Hearts firmly 

united f 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



r 

\ 

"' 

ABELARD to t;a1iiN'ttis. 'if 
~nited ? Pleafores tafted f paringly ,and withDiflicDltr 1 

have always a higher Relifb, while every Thing, b7 
being eafy and common, grow, Bat and infipid. . 

I was unmo'fed by aU this Reafoning. lu/oif,pre­
vailed upon my Sifter to engage me. L"cillt1 (foi' 
that was her Name} taking me afide one Day faid; 
What do you intend, Brother? Ja it pofilb]e that 
:AhtlarJ ihould in earneO: think of marrying HeMJ, 1 
She feems indeed to dcferve a perpetual Afreaion; 
Beauty, Youth and Learning, all that tan make Ii 
Perfon \·alnable, meet in her. You may adore all · 
this if you pleafe J bat not to Hatter you, What is 
Beauty but a Flower, which may be blafted by the 
leaft Fit of Sicknefs? When thofe Features, with 
which you have been fo captivated., lhall be funk, and 
thofe Graces loft, you will too late repent that you 
have etitangled yourfelf in a Chain, from which 
Death only can free you. I fhall fee you reduced to 
the married Mants only Hope · of Sunivorfltlp. 
Do you think Learning oughtto make Hlloif, more a­
miable? I know fhe i1 not one of thofc :tfreaed· Fe­
males, who arc continually oppreflingyou with fine 
Speeches, criticifing Books, and deciding upon th• 
Merit of Authors. When fuch a one is in the Fmy 
of her Difcourfe, HuR>and, Friends; Scnants, all 
fly before her. H,l,if, has not this Fault; yet 'da 
'froubleCome not to be at Liberty to ufetheleaft im.; 
proper Exprefilon before a Wife, which )'Oil bear 
"ith Pleafarc from a Miftre(s, 

ll_ . l1f 
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But you fay you are fore of the Aff'eaions of 

H,lllift; I believe it ;. (he has giYen you no ordinary 
Proof,. Bat can you be fore Marriage will not be 
the Tomb of her Love? The Name ofHu1baD4 
and Maffer arc always harfh, and Heloi.ft will not bo 
the Phtz,,ix you now think her. Wjll lhe not be• 
Woman l Come, come, the Head of a Philofopher. 
is le{s fecure than tho{e of other Men. My Sifter 
grew warm in the Argument, and was going on to 
give me a hundred more Reafons of this Kind; but• 
I angrily interrupted her, telling her only, that fhe 
did not know Heloi.ft • . 

. A few Days after we departed together from· 
Britany1 andcame to Paris, where I compleated my, 
Projecl:; 'Twas my Intent my Marriage lhould be 
kept fecret, and therefore Heloife retired among the . 
Nuns of Argtnttuil. 
· I now thought FullmA Anger di farmed ; I lived­

inPeace; but alas r our Marriage proved but a weak 
Defence againft his Revepge. Obferve, Philintzu,. 
to what a Barbarity he purfued it ! He bribed my 
Servants; an Afiaffin came into my Bedchamber by 
Night with a Razoi: in his Hand 1. and found me in a 
4eepSleep. I . folfered'tlie:mof!lhameful Punilhment 
that the RevengeofanEnemycowdinvent;infhort, 
without lofing my Life, I loll my ~anhood: I was­
punilhed indeed in the off'endin~ Part; the Defire . 
was left me, but not the Poffibilic, of.fatisfying the 
Paffion. · So cruel an Action efcaped not unpunilh-·. 
ed • the Villain fafmcl the fame Inflittion ; poor 

·· Com-
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Comfort for fo irretrievable a Evil ! I confefs (o 
you, Shame more tlian any finl:ere Penitence inacle 
me refolve tb liidl: _myfelf from the.Sight of Men, 
yet could I not feparate myfiM from my HtloiJ,. 

,- Jealoufy took Polfdli.oii of iny Mind ; and at the 
very Expence of her Happinefs I decreed to di(ap­
point all Rivals: Before I put myfelf in a Cloyfter, 
I obliged her to take the Habit, and retire into 
the Nunnery of Argenteuil. I rememberfomebody 
would have oppofed her makingfoch a cruel Sacri­
fice of herfelf, but lhe anfwered in the Words of 
Corn,lia aftt!r the Death of Pompq the Great. 

.. 

• 

-- 0 C,onjux; ,go teft,leratapertmt. 
- 'ftfata extremapetentt 
Yita dignti fui P Moriar.:.....:.. &~. 

0 mJ lo<V' d Lord! our fatal M""iag, drti,:us 
On thtt this Doom, and I the guilty caufi ! 
'!hen whi{JI thou go'JI the Extrtmts of Fate lo pr,ve, 
Plljhar,'thilt Fat,, and expiattthuuny LfJ<llt • 

Speaking thefe Verfes, fhe marched up to the 
Altar, and took the Veil with a Conllancy which I 
could not have expected in a Womaii who had fo 
high a Tafte of Pleafures which lhe migbtftillenjey. 
I blufhed at my own W eaknefs, and without deU­
beratint a Moment longer, I buried myfelf in a 

. Cloyfter, refolvcd to vanquilh a fruitlefs Pafiion. 1 
iiew reflefted that God had cliaftif1:d me Ui111 griev-

F a oufiy 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



'fl A'B EtAIC'D t0 P'ltit:I NTO~: 
ouily, that he might fave me from that Dcftruaion: 
in which I had lik• to have been { wallowed up. In 
orc~er to avoid Idlenefs, the unhappy Incendiary of1 
thofe criminal Flames· which·had ruined me in.the-< 
World, I endeavoured in my .. retiremcntto puttho{e' 
Talents to a good Ufe which I had before fo muc)l · 
aLufed. I gave the Novices Rules of Divinity a- · 
grceable to the Holy Fathers -and Councils. In the 
mean while the Enemies which my new·Fame had 
raifed up, and efpecially AJberic and Lotu!f, who,· 
after the Death of their Mafters ChamptllMX and ' 
.Anjtlm, affumed the Sovereignty ofl.earning, began 
to attack me. They loaded me with the falfeft Im- ·' 
putations, and notwithftanding all my Pefence, I 
had the Mortification to fee my Books condemned_ by• 
a Council, and burnt. This was a cutting Sorrow, . 
and believe me, Philint,u, the former Calamity I· 
f1ffered by the Cruelty of Fulb1r1, was nothing in 
Comparifo11. to thi1. 

The AH'rontl had newly, received, and the fcanda• · 
lous Debaucheries of the Monb, obliged me to 
banifh rnyfelf, and retire near to Nog1nt. I lived in 1 

a Def;U't, where· I flattered myfelf I fhould avoid 
j' .• une, and be fecure from the Malice of my Ene­
mies. I was again deceived. The Defue of being ·. 
taught by me, drew Crouds of Auditors even thither. 
Many left the Towns ·and their Houfes,; and came 
and lived in Tents; for Herbs, coarfe F-are, and J,.ard; 
Lodging, they abandoned the Delicacies of a plenti- · 
fat-Table a11d·cafy.Lifc; I looked like tbc Prophet 

in-, 
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r in the Wildernefa attended by his Difciplea. My 
Lef\urea were perfealy clear from all that had been 

;-condemned. And happy had it been if our Solitude 
had been inacceflible to Envy I With the confidera­
ble Gratuities I received, , I.built 11. Chapel, and de­

, dicated it to the Holy Ghoft, by the Name of the 
. Parac/et,, The Rage of my Enemies now awakened 
again, and forced me to quit this Retreat. This I 
did without much Difficulty. But firft the Bilhop 
of'Troi11 gave me leave to eftablifh there a Nunnery, 

• which I did, and commitud the Care of it to my 
dear Hel.ift. When I had fettled her here, caa you 

. believe it, Phili11t11s, . I left her, withouttaking any 
Leave. I did not wanderlong wichoutanyfettled· 

, Habitation ; · for the Duke of Brita.,, informcll of 
. my Mi$fortunes, named· me to the Abbey of St • 
. G11i/Jas, where I now am, and. where I fufmrevery 
Day frefh Perfecutions. 

I Jjvc in a barbarous Country, ~c Language of 
whith I don't underftand; I have no Convetfation 
but with the rudeft People. My Walka ar~oa tho 
incccllible Shore of a Sea, .which is perpetully 
Stormy. My Mo11ks are only known by their !lif­
folotenefs, · and living without any Rule or Order. 

, Could you fee the Abbey, Pl,ilu,n1, you would Qt 
call it one. The Doors and W allt are without qy. 
Ornament, except the Hca4• of ,Wilcl.Boar18"l 

,Hind'aFect, which are nailed up againftdaem, ud. 
-the Hides of frightful An.imals. The Cell, are .han1 
\ w~~ tac ~~ of Deer. Tile Moua have. not Co 

.E _.J nau~h 
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much as a Bell to wake them, the Cocks and Dog, 
fupply that Defca In lhort, they pafa their w]lolc 
Days in Hunting; woulci to Heaven that were their. 
greateft Fault I or that their Pleafures terminated 
th~rc I i e~~eavo_ur in vai.n to r~cal tbem to thei; 
l>uty I \l\ey ,u ~cm~ine againJl ipe, and I ouly ex-: 
1>9fe my(~lf ~o ~ontin11.al Vexa~ions and Dangers. l 
imaaine I f~ every Moment a naked Sword hang 
QYer my Head. Sometime~ they furrou11d me, and 
load me witb infinite Ab11fes; fometimes they a": 

bandon me, and I a,;nleft alone totny O\Jn torment~ 
ing Tho1,1ghts. I ma~e it ~y End~avourtomerit by 
mySufrerfo~, and co ap~fe an angry God. Some-. 
timCJI grieve for the Lofs of the Houle of theP.ara­
cu,,, and wifu to fee it again. Ah Phili11t,u, docs. . 
not the Love of H,loift ilill burn in my Heart l I 
h~ve Dot yet triumphed over that uniiappy PaJlion. 
Jn the midft of my Retirement I figh, I weep, I. 
pine, I fpeak the dear Name Heloift, and am pleafed 
~ hear the Sound. I COJJ1plain of the Severity of 
Heaven. Bllt ala !. let us not deceive outfelves : . 
I have not made. aright Uf~ of Gra~e. ~ am tbo­
,oughly wretched. I hav.e not yet torn from my 
Heart thed~ep Roots which Vice ha~ plan(ed in it. 
For if my. C~o.vernon· were fincere, how could I 
take a Pkafure to relate my paft Follie•? Coald I 
•ot moreeafily comfort myfelfin my Ailliiliona,coulcl 
I aot tum to iny Advantage thofe W orch of God 
laimfelf, If th,y hav, pn-jeCllltd met½ rwil/ a{fo pnji­
'"'' .JO" ; if the World hate JOII, jl hrow /NI it.hot,d 
1111 tJfo l ~om c f hilint111, let us m~c •. ftron~ Ef-. 

. •Oft,. 
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fort, turn our Misfortunes to our Advantage, make 
them meritorious, or at leaft wipe out our Offi:n­
ces , let us receive without Murmuring what comes 
from the Hand of God~ and let us not oppofe 
our Wjll to his. Adieu. I give you Advice 
which could I myfelf follow, I Jhould be harpy. 

LETTER. 
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U E L O I ~ E ~ A B E L A R D. 

'J'h, fartgoi11g utttr 'Wf"ld prchahly •ot hav, prodr«ttl 
1111J othm, if it had h1111 dtliv1ml to th, P,rfa11 tq 
,w!,,,,, it 'Wlll dirtlled; !,111 falli11g hJ Actidmt i11to 
J{eloifd s Htz11ds, 'Who kllt<w thl Cbarall,r,jht opn­
d it, 1111d ,,ad it; and, hJ 1h41 mtaws, htr far-. 
Paj/io11 h1i11g Q'W~t111d,jh1 i11111Udi11t1!,f,t he,ji!f tq 
<writ, to htr Hufolllld, as/ol~O'Ws. 

P To hlr Lord, htr Fathlr, b,,, H11.f!,at1d, /,er Br,thtr; 
his Strv1111t, his f,hild, bis Wifi, bis Sijl,,., 111111 tq 
upr,fs JI that is Hu.,l,{I, Rtf!'8f,J1 and l.,ui11g, 1, 

l,,r Abelard Heloife 'Writ11 this, I Confolatory Letter of yours to IJ 
. Friend, happened fomeDaya fincetq 

fall into my Hand,; my Knowledge 
of the Character, and my Love of the 

. Hand, foon gave me thcCariofityto 
epcn it : In Juftification of the Liberty I took, I 
Battered myfelfl might claim a Sovereign Privilege 
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PJer every Thiag . which came from you : Nor 
,vu I fcrupuloas to bre;Lk throu_gh the Ralea of 
g<><>4 Breediug, when it waa to hear News of .41,,,. 
µ,,J: But how -dear did my Cwiofity cot me P 
What Difturbancc did it occafion l And how waa 
I farprizcd to find the whole Letter filled with • 
particular and melanc'holy Accou!lt of our Mi,for~ 
Funes? I met with my Name a hundred Times a I 
never faw it witho11t Fear ; fome heavy Calamity 
always followed it: I faw yo.ors too, equally aa­
Jlappy. Thefe mournful, but dear Rcmembraacc,, 
put my Spirits iuto fuch a violent Motion, that I 
thought it was too much tooifcr Comforrto a Fricad 
for a few fiight Difgraces,. by fpch extraordinary 
~cans as the Reprefentation of onr Suffering• and 
Revolution,. What Refletlions did I not make l I 
t,egan to confider the whole afrefh, and perceived 
anyfclf prefi'ed with the fame Weight of Grief • 
JVhcn we ~rft _began to be mifcrable. Though 
Length of Time 011ght to have clofed up my 
Wound,, yet the feeing them defcribed by your 
Hand wu faJlicient to make them all open ucl 
l>leed afrcJh. Nothiag caa ever blot from m1 
Memory what you have fuifered in Defence of 
7ou.r Writing,. I cannot help thinking of the 
rancorous Malice of Aihtric and Lot-If'. A aac1 
J]aclt, ·and an inj,rdcl Lover, will be always pre­
feat to my akiag Sight. I fhall never forget what 
Jnomie, yo11r Learning. and what Euy yoar 
~ lory rJifcd againft you. l ihall never forget . . ro~ 
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yoor R"~putation, fo juftly acquired, torn to piece•~ 
and b)af\ed by the inexorable Cruelty of half. 
learned Pretenders to Science. Was not _your 
Trcatife of Di-,inity t:ondemned to be burnt l 
Were you not threatned with perpetual Imprifon .. 
ment ? In vain you urged in your Defence, that 
your Enemies impofed on you Opinions quite dif­
ferent from your Meaning : In vain you con­
demned thofe Opinions; all was of no Effea to­
wards your J uftification ; 'twas refolved you fuoul4 
b~ a Heretick. What did not thofe two falfe 
PPOpheta •- accufe you of, wh~ declaimed fo fe .. 
nrcly againft you before the Council of S1111 ? 
What Scandals were vented on occafion of the 
Name Parackte given to your Chapel t What a 
Storm was raifed againfl: you by the treacherous 
Monks, when you did them the Honour to be cal­
led their Brother 1 This Hiftory of our nume­
rous Misfortunes, related in {o true and moving • 
Manner, made my Heart bleed within me: My 
Tcara, which I could not refl:rain, have blotted i 
half your Letter ; I wifu they had effaced the I 
whole, and that I had returned it to you in that 
Condition: I fuould then have been fatisficd with 
tJae little Time I kept it ; but it was demanded of 
me too foon. · 

I mull: confcfs I was much ealier in my Mind 
before I read your Letter. Sure all the Misfor­
tunes of Lovers arc conveyed to thein through 
their Eyes. Upon reading your Letter, I fc)t all 

min~. 

• St, Bernard and St, Norbet, 
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nine renewed. I reproached myfelf for haTin& 
been fo Jong without venting my Sorrow,, when -
the Rage of our unrelenting Enemies ftill burna 
whh the fame Fury. Since Length of Time., 
which difarms the ftrongeft Hatred, feema bat to 
aggravate theirs; fince it is decreed that your Vir.; 
tue lhail be perfecuted 'till it takes refuge in the 
(:.rave, and even beyond that, your Albea perhapa 
lVill not be fuffered to refl in Peace ; Let me always 
meditate on youc Calamities, let me publilh the~ 
through all the World, if pofiible, to fhame a11 
Age that has not known how to value ,ou. I 
will {pare.no one, lince no one would intereft him- _ 
{~If to protea you, . and yout Enemies arc never 
weary of opprefiing your Innocence. Alas I my 
Memory is perpetually filled wit);) bitter Remem­
brances of pal\ Evil,, and are there {Dore to be 
feared ftill l. Shall my Ah,lard be never mentioned 
witho1t Tears l. Shall the dear Name be never 
fpoken but with Sighs l Obferve, I befeech you., 
to what a wretched Condition you have reduced 
me : Sad, affliBed, without any pofiible Comfort, 
~nlef1 it proceed from you. Be not then unkind., 
.oor d'eny me, I beg you, that little Relief which 
JOU only can give. ,iet me have a faithful Ac. 
C!.Ount of all that concerns you. I would know eve. 
ry Thing, be it ever fo unfortunate. Perhaps, 
by mingling my Sighs ~ith yours, I may make 
-your Sufferings lefs ; if that Obfervation be true, 
~at all Sorrows divided ar_e made lighter, 

Tell 
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· Tell me not. by way of Excufe, yoa ·will {p~ 

oar Tears; the Tears of Women flint op in • 
:melancholy Place-, and devoted.to Penitence, arc 
.not to be fpued. And 1f you .wait for an Oppor­
ta11i1y to write pleafant and agreeable Things to us, 

''.}'Oll will delay. writing too long-:· Prof perity fe)dom 
chufes the Sid~ of the Virtuous ; iind Fortune is fo 
blind, that·in a Cl'owd, in which there is perhaps 
but one W-ife· and brave Man, it is not to· be ex­
pelled lhc fhoold fingle him·. oat. Write to me 
then immediately, and wait not for Miracles 1 

they•are:too fcarce, and we too much accaftomed 
._ to Misfortunes to cxpcd any happy tum. I fhall 
always have this, if you pleafe, ,nd:tbia will be 
always agreeable to me, . tha~ -wlten~J receive anr 
l;ettcn-f,om you, I fhall knQW yoa ftill remember 
me. Strrtra, (with whofe Writings you made me 
acquaintedi as much a Stoick as he was, feemed 
to be fo -very fenfible of this kmd: of'.Eleaflire, that 
u-pon opening, allf Letters fiom L11eili111, . he ima­
.gfoed he ielnhe fame Dellgllt aa when they con-
--verfed togetlicr. · 

· I have inailiit an Obfer:vation fince oufA-ltfence. 
that we are much fonder of the Piflares of thofe 
we love, when they a.re ·.at a·.great Diftancc; tha,i 
when they are nezr to 111. .It feems to me, as if 
the farther they are TemOYed, , their Pitlure1 grow 

,the more finilhed, and acquire a great Refem• 
blance : at leaf!: our Imagination. which perpeto-

, ;-1ly. figures t~cm to us by -the Dcfitc we have of 
· · Jc~i1' 
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AelnJ them again, makes us think fo. By· a pe­
wliar Power, · Love can make that feem Life itfeff,,. 
wbicbr· as foon as the loved Objeft retorna, is nc,. 
thing bat a. little Caovaa and dead Coloon, f" 
have your Piaare in my Room, I never pafs by it ­
witboot ftopping t~ lc,ok at it; and yet when yoa ' 
.were prefcnt with. me, I fcarce ever caft my Eyes, 
,11J>On it; If a Piaare, which is bot a mate Re-· 
.pre{entiti0n of an Objell, can give foch Pleafare, 
what cannot Letters infpire? · They han Soule,, 
they can {peak, they have in them all tbat Forac, 
-which exprdfes the Tranfport• of the Heart; they­
bHe all the Fire of our Paffions, they can raift· 
them u much .aa if the Perfon·s themfelves went, 
prefent J they ha~c all the Softnefs and Delicacy., 
of Speech, and foiuctimes a -Boldncfe of ,E.xpre8ioa-· 
ffen beyond it. · 

We may write to each other; fo innoeent a Plea. 
Core is · not f~idden as. Let os not lofe, through> 
Negligence, the only Happinefa which is left us,. 
and the only one pe,haps which tbe )4alke of oar· 
Enemies can never ravilh from m. I fhall read 
tbat y:oo are my, Hutband, and you fhall fee me ad- · 
erefs you u a Wife. · Jn fpite of ·a11 yoor.Misfor. 

· tunes, you may be-what yo11 p!eafe in -your Let­
ter. -Letten were firft innnted for comfoning. 
filch folituyWretcbea u myfelf. Having loft the 
fabftantial PJeafurea of feeing and pofi'effing yoo, 
l: fhall in fome meafure compenfate this Lofs, by 
ac SatilfatUoa I lhall 1i11d ia yoW' Writing. Thete 

I-
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I fiaalf read your moft fecre, Thoughts ; I lhall 
carry them always about me, I lhall kifs them 
every Moment ; if you can be capable of any 
Jealoufy, let it be for the fond Carelle, I fhall be;. 

· flow on your Lttters, and envy only the Happi-' 
nefs of thofe Rivals. That Writing may be no 
Trouble to you, write always to me carele1ly, and 
without Study : I had rather read the Diflat~ 
of the Heart than of the Brain. I cannot live, if 
you do not tell me you alway■ love me; but that 
Language ought to be fo natural to you, that I 
believe you cannot {peak otherwife to me, without 
great Violence to yourfelf, AJtd fince, by that 
melancholy Relation to your Friend, you have a. 
wakened all my Sorrows, it is but reafonable you 
Oiould allay them by fome Mar.ks of an inviolable 
Love. 

I do not however reproach you for the innocent 
Artiiicc you made ufe of to comfort a Pcrfon in 
Afiiidion, by comparing his Misfortune to another 
much greater, Charity i, ingenious in finding 
out fuch pious Artifices, and to be commended 
for ufing them. But do you owe nothing more to 
us than to that Friend, be the Friendfiup between 
you ever fe intimate, We are called your Sifters ; 
we call ourfclYea yolU' Children ; and if it were 
pofilble to think of any Expreflioni which could 
fignify a dearer Relation, or a more atfeaionate 
Regard and mutual Obligation between u,, we 
would ufe chem : If we could be fo 1111graccfal •• 

not 

-j 
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not to fpeak oar .j11ft Acknowledgmenh to ;ott; 
thi• Chareh, d,efe Altars, thefe Walls, would 
reproach oar Silence and fpeak for us. Bat with­
out leaving it to that, it will•be always a Pleafure 
to me to fay, that you only arc the Founder of this 
Houfe; it is wholly your Work. You, by .in­
habitiµg here, have given Fame and Sanflion to 
a Place, known before only for Robberies and· 
Murders~ You have in the literal Senfe made the 
Den. of ThicTes a Houfe of Prayer, Thefe 
Cloyften owe nothing to publick Charities; our 
Walls were not raifcd by the Ufury of Publicans, 
nor their Foundations laid in bafe Extortion. The 
God whom we ferve. fees nothing but innocent 
Riche,, and harmlefs Votaries, whom you ha-ve· 
placed hue. Whatever this young Vineyard h, 
is owing all to you; and it is your Part to irnploy 
your whole Care to cultivate and improve it; thi.i · 
ought to be one of the priucipal Affairs of your· 
Life. Though our Holy Renunciation, our Vows, 
and our manner of Life feem to fecure us from 
all Temptations; though our Walls and Grata· 
prohibit all Approaches, yet 'tis the outfide only, 
the ~ark of the Tree, is covered from Injuries , 
while the Sap of Original Corruption may imper­
ceptibly fpread within, even to the Heart, and 
prove fatal to the moll promifing Plantation~ an­
lcfs contiuu.al Care be taken to cultivate aAd fe­
cure it. Virt-ue in us is grafted upon Nature and 
&be W<>man ; the one is weak, and the other ir 

alwaya 
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always changeable. To plant the Lord's Vine JI 
a Work of no little Labo■r: and after it is planted 
it will require great Application and Diligence to . 
manure it. The Apoftle of the Gentiles, as great 
a Labourer u he was, fays, he bath planted, and 
Apollos bath watered, but ;tis God that gives the 
Increafe. Pa/had planted the Go(pel among the! 
C,o,,i11thi11111, by his holy and earneft Preaching; 
.Jpol/11, a zealous Difciple of that great Maller; 
continued to caltivate it by freqaentE:ihortations; 
and the Grace of God, which their conftant 
Prayen implored for that Ch1ucJt, made the En.: 
deavours of both fuccef6fol. 

This ought to be an E.xaniple for your ConduEt 
toward, as, I know you are not flothfal ; yet 
your Lahours are not direfted to as J your Cartt 
are walled upon a Set of Men whofe Thoaghtt 
arc only earthly, and you refufe to teach out your 
Hand to fupport thofe who are weak and ftagger­
ing, in their Way to Heaven, and who with all 
their Endeavour, can fcarcely preferve themfelve, 
from falling. Yoa fling the Pearb of the Gofpel 
before Swine, when yon fpealc to thofe who are 
filled with the good Things of thi• World, and 
11ourifhed with the Fatnefa of the Earth J and yoa 
11eglea the innocent Sheep, who, tender a, they 
are, would yet follow you through Dcfarts and 
Mountains. Why are fucb Pains thrown away 
upon the ungrateful, while not a Thought is be. 
ftowcd upon yo11r Children, whofe Soul, woolcl 
. ltcf 
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he filled with a Senfe of your Goodnefa ? But why 
fhould I intreat yoa in the Name of your Children? . 
la it poffible I fhould fear obtaining any Thing of 
yoa, when I afk. it in my own Name ? And muft 
I afe any other Pray1rs than my own, to prevail 
upon you ? The St. A11jli111, 'F er/,d/iQ111, and 
Jtromts, have wrote to the Edoxas, PaJas and 
Mela11ias I and can you read thofe Names, though 
of Saints, and not remember mine ? Can it be 
criminal for you to imitate St. Jerot111, and dif­
courfe with me concerning the Scripture ; or 'I',,._ 
t,J/ian, and preach Mortification; or St. A11Jii"'t 
and explain to me the Nature of Grace? Why 
fhould I only reap no Advantage from your Learn• 
is,g t When you write to me, you will write to 
your Wife. Marriage has made fuch a Correfpon• 
dence lawful ; and fince you can, without giving 
the leaft Scandal, fatisfy me, why will you not ? 
I am not only engaged by my Vow,, which might 
_poflibly be fometimes negleaed ; but I have a 
barbarous Uncle, whofe Inhumanity is a Security 
againft any criminal D.efire, which Tenderncfs 
and the Remembrance of our paft Enjoyments 
might infpire. There is nothing that can caufe 
you any Fear ; y-00 need not fly to conquer. You 
may fee me, hear my Sighs, and be a Witnef1 of 
all my Sorrows, without incurring any Danger, 
fince you can only relieve me with Tears and 
Word1. If I have put myfelf into a Cloyfter with 
Reafon, eerfuado me. to continue in it with Devoti-

G on: 
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oa: Yoo- have been the Occafion of all my M"n: 
fortune : yo11 therefore lhuft be the Inftrwnent of­
all my Comfort. 

Yoo cannot but remember, (for what do not 
Lovers remember l) with what Plcafure I have 
paft whole Days in hearing yo11 difcourfe. How. 
when you were abfent I lhut myfelf from every 
ooc to write to you ; how 11neafy I was, till my 
Letter had come to your Hands; what artf11l· 
Management it required to engage Copfidents ; 
This Dttai1 perhaps forprifea you, and yo11 are in 
Pain for what will follow. But I am no longer 
-1hamed, that my Pafilon has bad no B01111ds for 

·100; for I have done more than all thit. I havo 
llated myfelf that I might love yo11; I came hither• 
to ruin myfelf in a perpetual Imprifonment, that I 
mi&ht make yo11 life quiet and eafy. Nothing, 
bat Vinqe, joined to a Love perfeEUy difcngagcd 
from the Coqimcrce of-the Seofea, could have 
Jroduced fuch Eifeas. Vice. never infpires any 
Thing like dais, . it• is too much enflaved to the 
Bod)I, When w-c love Pleafurea, we love the· 
Jiving and 11ot the dead. We leave of" burning. 
with Defire, for thofe who can no•foogcr bum for 
us. This was my cruel Uncle's Notion; he mea-. 
fared my Virtue by the Frailty of my Sex, a.ad 
thought it was the Man, and not the Perfon, I 
loved. But he has been guilty to no Purpofe. I 
love yo11 more than. ever, and to revenge myfclf 
of' him, I will ftill love you with all the Tender-

. nefs 
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llefs of my Soul till th~ laft Moment of my Life. 
If formerly my Affeaion for you was not fo pare, 
if -in thofe Days the Mind and the Body fhared in 
the Pleafure of loving you, I often told yoa even 
then, that I was more pleafed with pofreffing )'0111' 

, Heart, than with any other Happinefs, and the 
Man was the Thing I leall valued in you. 

You cannot but be entirely peduaded of this, 
by the extreme Unwillingnefs I ihewed to marry 
you; though I knew that the Name of Wife was 
Jionourable in the World, and holy in Religion, 
yet the Name of your Minrefs had greater Charm,. 
becaufe it was more free. The Bonda of Matri. 
mony, however honourable, ftill bear with them 
a necelfary Engagement, And I was very unwil• 
linz to be neceflitated to Jove always a Man who 
perhaps would not always love me. I defpifed 
the Name of Wife, that I might live happy with 
that of Miftrefs; And I find by your Lettet to· 
70ur Friend, you have not forgot that Delicacy of 
Pafiion in a Woman who loved you alwaya with 
the utmoft 'I'endernefa ; and yet wifhed to ldTe 
you more. You have very jaftly obfened ill yoar 
Letter, that I eflcemecl thofe publick EniagelllClllc. 
infipid, which form Alliance, only to be dil'olYed. 
by Death, and which put Life and Love ullder the 
ftme unhappy Neceftity. But yon ha•e not ad~cd 
how often I have made Proteftation, tlaat it wu 
infinitely preferable to 111e to live with .Ahic;J ae 
liia Miftreu, than with any other •• Emprcfs of 
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the World, and that I was more happy in obeyin3 
you, than I fuould have ~n in lawfully captiYat­
iag tho Lord of the Uni,rerfe. Riches and Pomp 
are not the Charms of Love. True Tenderne{s 
makes us feparate the Lover from all that is exter­
~ to him, and fetting a6.de his ~ality, Fortune 
and Employments, confider him fingly by him­
fclf. 

'Tia not Love, but the Defire of Riches and 
Ho11011r, which makes Women run into the Em­
braces of an indolent Hulband. f'\mbition, not 
Aif'cclion, forms fuch Marriages. I believe indeed 
they m_a.y be followed with fome Honours and Ad­
vantages, but I can never think that · this is the 
Way to enjoy the Pleafures of" an affeaionate U­
nion, nor to feel thofe fecrct and charmin& Emo­
tion• of Hearts that have long ftrove to be united. 
Thcic Martyrs of Marriage pine always for larger 
Fortunes,. which they think they have loft. Tile­
Wife fees Hulbands richer than her own, and the 
llufband Wives better portioned than his. 
Their interelled Vows occafion Regret, and Re-· 
grct produces Hatred. They foon part, or al­
wayadcfire it. This refilefs and tormenting Palli­
on p.Wlithes them for aiming at other Advantage, 
by Love than Love itfelf. 

lf there is any Thing which may properly be 
called-Happinefs here below, I am perfuaded it is 
ia the Union of two Perfons-who love each other- . 
with. pcrfca Liberty, · who arc united by a fecrct. 

Inclination,.-
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Jnclination, and fatis.fied with each other's Merit : 
'Their Hearts are full, and leave no Vacancy for 
any other Paffion; they enjoy perpe~oal Tranquil.;. 
1ity, becaufe they enjoy Content. · 

If ! could believe yoq as truly perfuaaed of my 
Merit as I am of yours, I might fay there has been 
a Time when we were fuch a. Pair. Alas ! How 
was 'it poffible I fuould noi: be certain of your Me~ 
rit l If I could ever have doubted it, the univerfal 
Efleem would have made me determine in your Fa­
vour. What Country, what City has not deftred 
your Prefence ? Could you ever retire but you 
drew the Eyes and Heart, of all after you ? Did 
not every ·one rejoice in having feen yon ? Even 
Women, breaking through the Laws of Decorum 
which Coftom had impofed npM tMm, fflewed 
manifeilly they felt fomething more for yo11 than 
Eileem. I haYe· known fome who have been pro­
fufe in their Hu(banEls Praifes who have yet en•iecl 
my Happinefs, and given ftrong Intimations, they 
could have refofed you Nothing. :But what could 
refift you? Your Reputation, which fo much• 
foothed the Vanity of our Sex; your Air, your 
Manner; that Life in your Eyes which fo admira­
bly expreffed the Vincity of your Mind ; your 
Converfation, with that Eafe ani Elegance, whicb· 
gave every Thing you fpoke foch an agreeable and 
infinuting Turn ; in fuort, every Thing fpoke for 
you: Very different from fome mere Scbolara,-who 
.with all their Learning, have not the Capacity to 
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keep 1't aa ordinary Converfation • and with all 
their Wit, cannot ~in the Aftcaions of Women,. 
who ha'N a much lefs Share than thcmfelve,. 

With what Eafe did yoa compofc V crfea ? And 
yet tjlofe inacnious Trifles, which were but a Re~ 
cre•ti~q after your more ferious Studies, arc flill 
the Entertainment and Delight of Perfona of the 
beft Tafle. The fmalleft Song, oay the leaff: 
Sketch of any Thing yo11 'made for me, had a 
tlloufand Beauties capable of making it ]aft as long 
aa thae arc Love or Lovers in the World. Thua 
thofe Songs will be fung in Honour of other Wo~ 
men, which you defigned only for me ; and thofe 
tender and natural Exprcftiont which Jpoke your 
,J.ove, will help others to explain their Pa11ion, 
with ~uch more Advantage than what they them .. 
(elves !U'C capable of. 

Wha, Rivali did your Galantriea of ,this Kind 
occuioa me? How many Ladies laid Claim to 
ltte:m ? 'Twas a Trib1Jte their Self~love paid to 
their Beauty. How many have I feen with Sigha 
declare their Paaion for yo11, when after fome 
common Vilit you had maie tbeip, they chanced 
to be complimented for the s,wia of your Poems , 
Othen in Defpair and Envy have reproached me1 

-.a.c I hAd no Charma but what 70w Wit beftowcd 
Oil me, nor in any Thing the Ad vantage over them, 
hat in being beloYCd by you. Can you believe me 
if I tell yoa, that 11otwithftandi91 the V~Qity of, 
m7 Sa, I thought m:yfelf pec..U.,Jy happy in 

having 
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<having a Lo-rer, to whom I wu obliged-fer my 
Charms : aad took a fecret Pleafare in being ad­
mired by a Man, who when he pleafed-coald 
raife _ his Miftrefa to the Charaaer of a Goddefs ? 
Pleafed with your Glory only,, I read with Delight 
~u thofe P1aifcs you offered me, and witboat re­
fleding how little I dcferved, I believed myfelf 
fuch as you defcribed me, that I might be more 
certain I pleafed you. 

But oh r Where is that happy Time led i I 
now lament my Lover, and of all my Joya there 
rematns Nothing but the painful Remcmbrana: 
that lhlJ art ;•JI· Now le&rn, all you my Rini• 
who once viewed my Happinef1 with foch julo .. 
Eyes, that he you once enYied me, can never more 
be yoars or mine. l loved him ; my Love wu hia 

. Crime. and the Caufe of his Panillu~nt. My 
Beauty once charmed him : Pleafed with each o­
ther, we paired our brighteft Days in Tranqllillit1 
and Happinefs, If that wan Crime, 'tia a Crime 
l am yet fond of, and I have no other Regret, 
than that agaiaft my Will I mall neceff'arily be in­
nocent. But wllat do I fay l My Miafort1111e wu 
to have cruel Relations, wllofe Malice diftarlaecl 
the Calm we enjoyed : Had they been capable oE 
the Retarna of ReafGO, I had now been happy ill 
the Enjoyment of my dear Huibattd.. Oh I How 

, cruel were they when their blind Fory Grged a 
Villain to furprife you in your Sleep I Whve wu 
l l Wbcie waa _your H1/11ift then ? Whac Joy iboul4 ' 
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J have had in defending my Lover: I wou)d have 
guarded you from Violence, though at the Ex­
pence of my Life ; my Cries and Shrieks alo~ 
wollld ha¥C flopped the Hand --- Oh ! whi,. 
ther docs the Exccfs of Paffion hurry me ? Here 
Love is fuockcd, and Modefty, joined with pc.,. 
fpair, deprive me of Words : 'Tis Eloquenc:c to be 
filent where no Exprefilons can reach the Grcat­
aefs of the Misfortune. 
, But tell me whence proceeds your Ncgtea of 
me fince my llcing profeJfed l You know Nothing 
moved me to it but your Difgrace, nor did I give 
aay Confent but youn. Let 111e hear what is the 
Oc:qfion of your Coldnef,, or give ~e ~ave to 
te~I yOG now my Opinion. Wu it not the fol~ 
View of Pleafurc which engaged yon to me f A~d 
haa not my Tcndernefs, by leaving you Nothing to 
wilh for, extinguifhed your Dcfirea? Wretched 
H,!.Jf, I Yon could plcafe when you wilhcd to avoid 
it: Yoa merited Iocenfe, when you could remove 
.to a Diftance the Hand that oifered it. But fince , 
JOUf Heart hu been fofcened, and has yielded , 
6ace )'OU laave devoted and facrifi.ced yourfclf, 
you are dtferted and forgotten. I am convinced, 
by a fad Experience, that it i, natural to avoid 
thofe to whom we have been too mnch obliged ; 

, and that uncommon Generofity prodoc~ Negletl · 
ntlaer than Acknowledgment. My Heart fur­
rendered too foon, to iain the Efteem ol the C,on­
'lucror ~ you took it withollt Difli,culty, and give 
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it up as eafily. But ungrateful as you are, I will 
never confent to it. And though in this Place I 
ought not to retain a Wilh of my own, yet I have 
ever fecretly preferved the Defire of bein& beloved 
by you, When I pronounced my fad Vow, I then 
had about me your )aft Letters, in which you pro­
tefted you would be wholly mine, and would never 
Jive but to love me. 'Tis to you therefore I have 
offered myfelf; you had my Heart, and I had 
yours; do not demand any Thing back; Yoa 
moft bear with my Pallion, as a Thing which of · 
Right belongs to you, and from which you can no 
Ways be difingaged. 

Alas! What Folly i, it to talk at this Rate? I 
fte Nothing here but Mark, of rhe Deity, and I 
(peak 'Jf Nothing but Man! You hate been the 
cruel Occafion of this, by your Condua: Unfaith­
ful Man ! Ought you at once to break olf lovin, 
me? Why did you not deceive me for a while, ra­
ther than immediately abandon me l If you had 
given me at Jeaft but fome faint Signs even of a 
dying Pallicn, I myfelf had favoured the Decepti­
on. But in nin would I flatter myfelf that yo11 
could be conftant; you have left me no Colour of 
making your Excufe. I am earnefily defirous to 
fee you, but if that be impcffible, I will content 
myfelf with a few Lines from your Hand. la it 
fo hard for one who loves, to write l I aDc. for 
none of your Letter• filled with Learning, and 
writ for your Reputation : All I defire ia fuch Let-

ters 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



~oo HELOISE to ABELA:R.D.'-
ur1 as the Heart difutes, and which the Hand 
·can fcarco write faft enough. How did I deceive 
myfelf with tlie Hopes that you woq)d be wholly 
mine:, when I took the Veil, and engaged myfelf 
to live for ever under your Laws l For in being 
profeff'ed, I vowetl no more than to be your• only, 
and I obliged myfelf voluntarily to a Confinement 
in which yo11 defired to place me. Death only 
then can make me leave the ·Place where you have 
bed me : and then too my Alhes fhall reft here. 
and wait for yours, in order to fhew my Obedience 
and Devotednefs t~ yon. to the lateft Moment 
poffible. 

Why fhould I cpnceal from yo11 the Secret of 
my Call ? you know it was neither Zeal nor De­
Totion which led me to the Cloyfter. · Yo11r Con­
fcience ia too faithful a Witnefs to permit you to 
difown it. Yet here I am, and here I will remain; 
to this Place an unfortunate: Love and my Ciuel 
Relations have condemned me. But if you ~o not 
-continue your Concern .for me, if I lofe your Af­
ifeaion, what have I gained by my lmprifonn1ent? 
What iecompence can I hope for? The nnhappy 
Confeqnences of a criminal Condua, and your Dii:. 
,graces, have put on me this Habit ofChaftity, and 
not the fincere Defire of being truly penitent. Thus 
I ftriYe and labour in vain, Among thofc who 
are wedded to God I ferve a Man ; Among the 
heroick Supportera of the Crofs I am a poor Slave 
cto a hnman Pafiion; at the Head of a Religious Com-

munity 
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inanity I am devoted to.Atlt1rd only. What aProdi­
gy am I? Enlighten me, 0 Lord I Does thy 
Grace or my own Defpair draw thefe Words from 
me ? I am femible I am; in the Temple of Chafti­
ty, covered only with the Allies of that J<:ire which 
bath confumed us. I am here, I confefs, a Sin­
ner, but one who far from weeping for her Sins,. 
weeps only for her Lover; far from abhorring her 
Crimes, endeavours only to add to them ; and 
who with a Weaknefs unbecoming the State I am 
in, pleafe myfelf continually with the Remem­
brance of paft Actions, when it is impo1Jible to re­
new. them. 

Good God! what is all this! I reproach myfelf 
for my own Faults, I accufe you for yo11rs, and to 
what Purpofe? Veiled as 1 am, behold in what a 
Diforder yoo have plunged me I How difficult is it 
to fight always for Duty againft Inclination? I 
know what Obligations this Veil lays on me, but 
I feel more lirongly what Power a long habitual 
Paffion has over my Heart. I am conquered by 
my Inclination. My Love troubles my Mind, and 
diforders my Will. Sometimes I am fwayed by 
the Sentiments of Piety which arife in me, and the 
next Moment I yield up my Imagination to all that 
is' amorous and tender. I tell you To-day what 
I would not have faid to you Y eftcrday. I had re. 
folved to love yoa ao more; I confidered I had 
made a Vow, taken the Veil, and am u i.t were 
dead and boried; yet there rife, unexpcfl.edly 

from 
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from the Bottom of my HeaJ a Paffion which tri. 
vmphs onr all thefe Notions, and darken, all my 
Reafon and Devotion. You reign in foch inward 
:Retreats of my Soni, that I know not where to at­
tack you : When I endeavour to break thofe 
Chains by which I am bound to yon, I only deceive 
myfelf, and all the Efforts I am able to make 
ferTe but to bind them the faller. Oh, for Pity•s 
fake, help a Wretch to renounce her Defires, her­
felf1 and if it be poffible even to renounce You f 
If you are a Lover, a Father, help a Miftrefs, 
comfort a Child ! T.ltefe tender Names, cannot 
they move you l Yiel_d either to Pity or Love. If 
yon gratify my Requeft I /hall continue a Religi­
«ius without longer prophaning my Calling. I am 
ready to humble myfelf with you to the wender­
ful Providence of God, who does all Things for 
our San8ification, who by his Grace purifies all 
rhatia vicious and corrupt in the Principle, and by 
the inconceivable Riches of his Mercy draws os to 
himfelf againft our Wifbea, and by Degrees opens 
our Eyes to difcem the Greatnefa of hi, Bounty. 
which at firft we would not underfland, 

I thought to end my Letter here. Bot now I 
am complaining againft yon, I muft unload my 
Heart, and tell you all its Jealoufies and Re­
proaches. Indeed I thought it fomething hard 
that when we had both engaged to confecrate oar. 
felves to Heaven, yon lhoold infift upon my doing 
it .ti.rft, Does Ab,larJ then, faid 11 fufpeft he fitaU 

fee 
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fee renewed in me the Example of Lot's Wife, whe 
t:ould not forbear looking back when lhe left 
SoJom1 If my Youth and Sex might give Occafi­
on of Fear, that I iliould return to the World; 
could not my Behaviour, my Fidelity, and thia 
Heart which you ought to know, could not diefe 
banilh fuch ungenerous Apprehenfion, ? This dif­
trullfol Forefight touched me fenfibly. I faid to 
myfelf, There was a Time when he couJd rely 
upon my bare Word, and does he now want Vows 
to fecure himfelf of me? What Occafion have I 
given him in the whole Courfe ofmy Life to admit 
the leaft Sufpicion? I could meet him at all hi• 
Afiignations, and would I decline following him to 

the Seats of Holinefs? I who have not refufed to 
be·a Viflim of Pleafure to gratify hi~, .can he think 
I would refofe to be a Sacrifice of Honour to obey 
him ? Has Vice fuch Charm• to well-born Souls t 
and·when we have once drank of the Cup of Sin­
ners, is it with fn<h Difficulty that we take t~ 

Calice of. Saints ? Or did yo• believe yourfelf a 
greater Maller to teach Vice than Virtue, or did 
you think it was more eafy to perf~ade me to the 
.fuft than the latter? No : This Sufpicion would 
be injurioas to both. Virtue is too amiable noc; 
1G be embraced, when you reveal her Charms a 
and Vice too hideous not to be avoided, when yo11 
~cw her Deformities. Nay, when you pleafe, 
any Thil'g feems lovely to me, and Nothing is 
frig1'uul or llitlicult when you are by. · I am only 

we~k 
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-.Rik wllen i am alone and anfupported by you, 
and therefore it depend, on you alone, that I may 
be fucb as you ddire. I wilh to Heaven 7011 had 
not fuch a Power over me. If you had any Occa­
fion to fear, you would be lefs negligent. But 
what is there for yoa to fear? I have done toO 

much, and now have Nothini more to do, 
but to triumph onr your Ingratitude. When we 
lived happy together, you might have made it a 
Doubt whether Pleafure or Aff'etlion united me 
more to you; but the Place from whence I write 
to you, muti now have entirely taken away that 
Doubt. Even here I love you as much as ever I 
did in the World. If I had loved Pleafurea, could 
I not yet hne found Means to have gratified my. 
felf? 1 '1\-as not above Twenty-two Years old : 
And there were other Men left, though I was de­
prived of Aln'4rd: And yet did I not bury myfelf 
ali're in a Nunnery, and triumph over Love, at an 
Age capable of eajoyiag it in its foll Latitude ? 
'Ti, to you I facrifice thcfe Remains of a tranfito­
ry Beauty, thefe widowed Night11 and tedious 
Days, which I pafs without feeing you ; and fince 
7011 cannot pofi'efs them, I take them from you to 
oifer them te Heaven. and to make, alaa ! ~at a 
fccoadary Oblation of my Heart, my Daya, and 
my Life I 

I am fenfible I have dwelt too long on thia 
tieid ; I ought to fpeak lef1 to you of your Mis­
fortllDes, and of my own Sufferings, for Love of 

you. 
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yoa. We tarnifh the Luftre of our moft beautiful 
Aaions when we·applaud them ourfelves. Tm 
is true, and yet there is a Time when we mar 
with Decency commend ourfelves; when we have 
IO do with thofe whom bafc Ingratitude has ftupi­
fied, we · cannot too much praife oar own good. 
Aaions. Now if you were of this Sort of Men, 
this would be a home RefteElion on you. Irrefo­
lute as I am I ftill love you, and yet I muft hope for 
Nothing. I have renounced Life, and 1lripped.. 
myfelf of every Thing, but I find I neither ha-re 
nor can renounce my .Akkrd: Though I hue 
loft my Lover. I ftill preferve my Love. 0 
V:ows I O Convent I I have not loft my Hwnani- . 
ty under your inexorable Difcipline I You hae 
not made me Marble by changing my Habit : M1 
Heart is not hardened by my Imprifonment; I 
am ftill fenfible to what has touched me, thougta 
,alas I ought not to be (o I Without of'ending your.: 

. Commands, permit• a Lover to exhort me to live 
in Obedience to your rigorous Rulct. Your 
Y-oke will be lighter, if that Hand fupport me, 
under it ; your Excrcifea will be amiable, if le · 
ihews me their Advantage, Retirement, Soli­
tude I Yoo will not appear terrible, if I may but. 
lill know I have- any Place in bis Memory. A, 
Heart which has been fo fenfibly affeaed as mine 
oannet foon be indif"erent. We ftutluate long be­
tween Love and Hatred, before we can arrive at 
ahappy Tranquillity, and we always flatter ov-

klva 
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fcl•es with fome di.ftant Hope, that we fhall not be 
ciuite forgotten. _ 

Yes, AINl.rti, I conjure yon by the Chains I bear 
here, to eafe the Weight of them, and make them 
as agreeable as I wilh they were to me: Teach 
me the Maxims of Divine Love. Since yoa have 
forfakcn me I glory in being wedded to Heaven. 
My Heart adores that Title, and difdains any o­
ther ; tell me how this Divine Love is nourilhed, 
how it operates, and purifies itfelf. When we 
were toffed in the Ocean of the World we could 
hear of Nothing but your Vcrfcs, \Vhich pullifhed 
every where our Joys and our Pieafurcs. Now 
we arc in the Haven of Grace, is it not fit you 
lhould difcourfe to me of this U appinefs, and teach 
me every Thing which might -improve and 
heighten it? Shew me the fame Complaifance in 
my prefent Condition, as you did whm we were 
in the World. Without changing the Ardor of 
our Affcdions, let ·oa change their Objea; let us 
leave our Songs, and fing Hymns; let us lift op 
oar Hearts to God, and have no Tranfports but 
for his Glory. 

I eX}>Ca this from yo11 as a Thing yon can­
not refufe me. God baa a peculiar Right over 
the Hearts of great Men, which he has created. 
When he pleafes to touch U-em, he ravilhea 
them, and lets them not fpeak nor breathe but 
for his Glory : 'Till that Moment of Grace ar­
rives; 0 think of me -- do not forget me-

remember 
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fflllember my Love, my Fidelity, BIY CoaJlanc:y i 
Jove ltte as your MHlrefa, cheritb me as your Child, 
you\- Sifter, yoar Wife. Confider that I ftill low 
yoa, and yet ftrivc to. aroid loviag yo_a. What a 
Word, what a Defign is this! · I tbaknrith Horror, 
and my Heart revolts againft what I fay. I ihall 
blot all my Paper with Tears - I end iny lon1 
L~ter, wifhin& you, if you can dcurc it, (woald 
to Henen I coald) for ever Adieu. 

H LB.TTilt. 
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LETTER Itl. 

ABELARD to HELOISE. 

fliat th, R.taJ#r 'lltlJ mdt a ,.;ght Jidgm111t 011 tk' 
fallowing I.Alt,,., it is prop,,. h, //,oJJ h, i,rfONIUi of 
1J,1Co,u/;tio11 Ab1lard'll11a1 ;,, w!Jn, h, .,,_.,.ot, it. 'Th,' 

Dw of Britany, whofi 8111,j,a ht wa, hor11,jtaftnu 
of tht Glory of France, cu•bicb th111 illgrojftd all tbl' 
•JI f1U110ru St.ho~, of Europe, and hting h,falt1 at-' 
f1U#1'ttti with th, P1,fttt11io11 Abelard had f-ffmJ 
ft• /Jis E11nni11, had 110111i11at~t! hitti to tlH Ah/,y of. 
St. Gildas, IIIUi ly t!Jis B111ifa8it11 .,,J M.,.l ojbis 
:ljlttt11, ng11g1J hi111 lo pafi rbt ,.,/1 of bis D11.Js ;,, hit 
Domilliflfll, II, rtt'li'fltd this 'Fmlll" <t»ith gr,at JoJ, . 
illlllgilli111, that 61 /1avi11g France, ht~•/4 loft his 
P.Jfin, ""' gai• a ,u,w 111rn of Mb,d •J- 111tm11g 
into his uw Dig,,ilJ, 'lh, .Ah/,y ofSt .. Gildas i,ftatttl 
IIJO• a Roel, ,w!ich tht Sta htats with its W.:U11,, 
Abelard,- ,who hllli WJ ,,, himftlf tbt N1t1j/itJ of' 
-.,,1111pijhing a Pqf/iw 1UJhitb Ah/tttt1 had ;,, a g,1111· 

•afa,., ,wealmed, mduwnrti in this Solit•tk lo 1x­
li11guijh '1'11 l1111Ri111 of it /,y bis 'T,ar,. ll-ut •J-hi, 
tYtti<ui#g tbt fortgnng Lttttr, h, mJd ,,,, ryijl fa 
po,wnfol ~ Attatl, hut pr1J1Ut1 111 w1ai a,,J as #lllth'­
ID /Jt/#ild"' Hcloiio: "fir-•"-• Majl,,. or Di-

nlio,r 

1 
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AiiELAR.D to liELors~ •o, 
. rt8• IN/ .fiul1 I• 1-, h#t • Ma <:iib. N4 frwj 
i,,., _, 1-,, ,_ JliU: Au.,,," thi, c,,.,119,,. ~, 
art n co".fo.ur Abelard <wb111 he q,,;,-.,, thefa/lt,,u.,ir,g 
ltitw. 1/ bt fns "1 f.;,,, P11.lfagt1 ;,, it t, bt,,,,1 
kg1111 i, /«Ith, Motion, of ·Divi111Grace, the:, llj­

p,ar as }It to h, on& I,:, Stilrl1, ""' cwithntt il1IJ 
Un!foriiti.,,, · 

!. ~ b U t ti i have imagtned that a letter 
C ~ not written to yourfelf cotdd · llave fa};. 

'l.fA len into your Hand,, I had been mo,e 
)KH,O( cautious not to have inferted any Thing 
in it which might awaken the Memory of oar-pd 
Misfortune,. I defcribed with Boldnef1 the Sene. 
bf my Difgracei to a Friend, in order to make 
him lefa fenftble of the Lofs he had (aftained, If 
by this well-meaning Artifice I have diftarbed you. 
l purpofe here to dry up tbofe Tear, which the Ca4 
Defcription occafioned yea to lhed : l intend to 
tnix my Grief with yonrs, and pour oat my Keart 
before you ; in lhort, to lay open before yonr Byea 
all my Trouble, and the Secret of my Soul, which 
my Vanity has hitherto made ~ conceal from the 
teft of the World, and whJch you now force froa 
me, in fpigh.t of my Refolations to the contrary: 

It ia trae, that ia a Senfe of the ASliaiona 
*hich had befallen ua, aiki obferving that no · 
change of our Condition was to be expe&ccl ; thll 
thofe profpcrous D1.y1 which had feduced us were 
DOW pAii, and th&rc rclll.lined notbing but C9 eru.e 

. Ha ~ 
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• out of our Minda. by painful Endeavoun,. all 
. Marks a.nd Remembrance of them, I had wilhed 
, to and in Philofophy and Religion a- Remedy for 
: my Difgrace ; I- fear~hed out- au .//j/,m, to {ccore 
.me from Lover I wa,·cometo the fad Experiment 
_of making Vow, to harden my Heare. But what 
have r gained by this l If my Paffion Jaas been pot 
under a Rellraint, my Ideas yet remain. I pro­

•.mife ·myfelf that I will forger you~ and yet cannot 
.think of it without loving you ; and am pleafed 
:With that Tlaought. My Love is not at all weak­
~ened by thofe Reftetlions I mak.e in order to free 
:myfelf. The Silence I am furroundcd with makes 
me more fenfible to its Imprcflioaa, and while lam 
ttnemploy"d with 1tny other Things, this makes 
'itfelf the Bamncfi. of my whele Vacation. Tm after 
.aMaltitudeofafelef1Endeavoonl begin to pcrfuade 
111yfclf, that-'tia a fupcrfwous TFouble to -ftrive to 
lice my.fel£; aad that it is Wifdom fuflicient if I 
~a-, conocal from every oac but you, my Confwion 
~nd W caknefa. 

1 remove to a Dulance from your Perlon, with aa 
J41tention of'. avoiding you ae an Enemy; and yet I 
_iace«antly feek fpr you in my: Mind : I recall your· 
Image in my Memory; and in foch different Dif­
'luietudes I betray and contradi&-my.felf. I hate 
)'OU ;. I love"you; .Shame preffes me on all Sides-; 
I am a:t thia Moment afraid left I filould feem more 
indilferellt than yoa, and y,et l am afhamed to dif­
covcr my Trouble. How weak uc we in oar-

.. fclYc•• 

, 
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felYea, if we .do not fapport oarfetvea oa the Crofi 
of Chrift ? Shall we have· fo little Courage, and 
&all that Uncestainty· your Heart laboari with, of 
ferving two Maften, aft"efl mille tool YOG fee the 
.C-onfufton I am in, what I blame myfelf for, and 

· what I {uft"er. Religion commands me to purf ue V"'Jr­
-tue, fincc I have nothing to hope for from Love. 
But Love ft.ilia prefervea its Dominion in my Faiacy; 
and entertaim itfelf with paft Pleafures. Memory 
lupplies the Place of a Miftrefa. Piety and Duty 
,are not always the Fruits of Retirement; even in 
Vefartt, when the Dew ofHeaveli falls not on us; 
#le love what we ought no longer to love. The 
Paffions, ftirred up by Solitude, ilhhofe Regions of 
Dntb and Silence; and it is very feldom that what' 
eeght to be is truly followed there, and that God 
only is loft<l and ferved. Had I alway1 had 
fuch· Notions u thefe,-1 had inftraacd you better~ 
You call me your Mafter; 'tis true; yon were in.; 
trofted to my . Care. I faw rou, I was eamefl 
to teach yoa nin Sciences ; it coft'fOD :your ln.; 
aocence, and memy Libor•y. :Your.Uncle, who 
was fond of you, became therefore my Enemy, 
and ·revenged himfelf on me. if now having-loft: 
tile Power of fatiafying a,y Paffion, I bad loft too 
that of loving you, I 4outd have fome Confolati­
on. My Enemies woald have given me thac Tran• 
quility, whic:h Or,gm parchafed by a Crime-: How 
miferable am I l My Misfortune does not loofo 
my Cllainl, my Paflion grow• fario111 by lmpoo1 

H J ten(e, 
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~•cc, and that Dcfirc: I ftill have for you amidl all 
:iny Difgracc,, makes me more ~nhappy than. ~ 
Misfortune ~tfclf. I b~ ~yfelf much ~c g~_iltf 
in my Thoaghu of you, cve11 am.idft my Tears, 
-.an in poffc~ng Y'?Drf cl( when I "-•• in full .Lj. 
~er.y. I continually t~ink of JOP, I continually 
~ to Mind that Day whe1' you bcflcnvcd on n1c; 
the '1ft Marks of your Tendemef.,. Jn tl?,is COD~ 
~ition, 0 Lord I if I run to protlrate myfelf b~for~ 
thy Altars, if I befcech thee to pity me, why ~oe~ 
not the pure Flam~ of_ thy Spirit confomc the Sa-:­
crifice that is off"cred to thee? Cannot this Habit 
of Penitence which . I w~ar, intercl\ He~ven t~ 
~eat me more fa~ourably ? But that is full in-: 
fXOr&b(c, bcf&m'~ my Pa~on ft~ll lives in me, the 
Fire ia o"lf covered onr witl;l deceitful Albe,, 81\d 
,annot be cxtinguifb.ed put by extraordiaary Grace~ 
We dc~iy~ 1'{en, bat No~i~, i• hi~ fro,!q ~--

Yo~ tell me, dia~ ~tis. fo~ me yoq live undc.t 
that V ell wliich cover• you ; why do you p_rophanc; 
your Vocation with f11_ch Words t w~, provoke a 
jealous God b7 a Blafp!Jcmy 1_ I hoped, af~r O~f 
~n, yoq would hav.e changed your Senti_-: 
J,IIQtl J I hoped ~. that God wquld hav,e deijver­
~d me from the TaQ>;ulc of my Senfca ancl that 
Contfariety lYhich rei&~• in .gay Heart. We com~ 
.. only clic to the Aft'etl~n, of thofe ~hom ~e fe~ 
fO ..._ qd they to ours; Abfeace i• the Tomb 
~ Lovo, I.at tCJ ~e A~fenc~ ia, ~~ 11nquiet B:t=· 

JiDCmb,-ance 

.. 
' 

-, 
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~b.r•stCC. of. what. I 011c;c lqnd, w.hi~. coati~~. 
ly t91JQ~ta ~- I ~tc.rc4 JDyfclf th~ w.hci:,.. 1i 
4h9md, fee 7011 op more, yoa woold. onl,:. reft in q,y ! 
Me.mory, with011t gi.-ing any T~11ble to Dl;J1 

~i11d.: that Britan:, and the Sea wo11ld infpio: Qo:-. 

thcr Thoag~ts, thf,t. my .Fa& aljd St~diea ~o~ 
~y Deg",e1 eraie you. 011t of my Heart : ~at i~ 
fpitc of.fnere Fafb aQ.d redoublc4Studiea, in fpi~, 
qf th.e Diftanfe of three hundred MUea which f1:r. 
p,ai:a!~~ us.;_ yqur Ima1_e, f»ch aayou dcfQ"ibe yo~::. 
(elf in your Veil, ap_pear• to me,, a11dfqafo44~. 
all my R.ef9lutions. 

W.hat Means have I not u{ed !. f ha1e armc4r 
my own Hands agaiDft myfelf • I laave oxhauftc41 

my Strength in con~qt Exe~ife, ; I cemmenft 
apon St, Ptn1I; I difpute with. .Arijlotle,s in fhort. 
I d~ all I ufed to do befpre.. I I.~,d yo~ but all 
in vain; .nothing. can b~ fu~ccfafol t~t oppQfe, yoq,. 
Oh I do RQt add to my Mifcrica by. y~ur (ion,: 
i;uu:.y; fQrgc..,~ if yq11 can, your Pavoara, and that: 
Rjght which they cW,m over m.e ; permit 111:C to ~ 
in~e~e11~. hnvy their, Ha;,einefs who havFnever, 
1.~ved ; IJ~w q !liet and ea{, arc; they i But the '.ri44 · 
0£ Plea!ure1 h'8 ahvn• a R.oa~ of Bictcm~(• J t 
·~111 but toe mach COJl,Vi~~ed now of tlu.a., but'tho,i" 
I~ II!) i~np de_ccive<!. by,Lo,:e, I ai;n not cured;~ 
While DlY ~cafon col!,d,eqina it, 1\17, H~art. dccla,~ 
f~~ ~~: I •~ d~plo~able, th,at l have ~t tb.e. Abil_i~ 
co fr~-~1.fclf fro~ a Paluo~ which fo ~ny cir: 
4=HJ.~, ~j• P.lfee, my Penoo., ¥.~ 111y Di~ 

H + 1,,,race1, 
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grac:a, tead to delroy. I yield, withoat confidet-: 
ing, Wt a R.efilance would wipe out my pafl: Of­
fences, and would procure me in their Stead, Me­
rit ■nd .Repofe. Why lhoald you ufe Eloquence 
to reproach me for my Flight, and for my Silence t 
Spare the· Reci~l of· our Aftignations, and your 
conftant Exafbicfs to them ; without calling up 
f'uch ditlurbing.Thouzhts, I have enough to fuff'er. 
What great Advantages would Philo(opliy.give u~ 
over other Men, if by ftudying it ~e could lc~rn 
to govem our Pa.llions 1 But bow humbled oug~t 
we to be when we cannot mafter them l What 
EfForts," what Rel~fes, ~~at . Agitation■ do we 
undergo ? And how long are we toft in this Con-: 
f'unon, anable to e:z~rt our Reaf~n, to fOffefa out 
Soula, or to rule our Afreflions ~ · 

What a troublcf om,e 'Employmedt is Love ! an~ 
how valuable i~ Virtue eTCD upon Confideration of . 
our.own.Eafe ! Recollea your Extravagancies of 
Paffion, guefs at my Diftraaions ; number up our 
Care■, if poflible, our Grief,, and our Inquietudes; 
throw thcfe Things out of the Account, and let · 
1ovt have all its remaining Softnefs and Pleafure.' 
How little .is that 1 And yet for fuch Shadowi of 
Enjoymenta which at firft appeared io as, arc 'Ye f~. 
weak oar ·whole Livea that we ca_aaot now help 
writing 'to ·eacli otlier, covered . as we are with. 
Sackcloth and Afhes: How much happiir fhoul~ 
we be, if .by oar Humiliation and Tears we could 
make orir ReJJClltancc Cure.- -The Lov_e.o~ Plea(ore. 

ii 

I -
1 
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is not eradicated out of the Soul, but by extraordi.;. 
nary Elforts ; it has fo powerful a Party in our 
Breafts, that we find it difficult to condem~ it 
ourfelves. What Abhorrence can I be faid to 
have of my Sins, if the Objcfu of them are 
always amiable to me ? How can I feparate from 
the Perfon I Jove, the Paffion I mufr deteft? Will 
the Tears I lhed be foflicient to render it odi­
ous to me f I know not how it happens, t.here i• 
always a Pleafure in weeping for a beloved Objea. 
!Tia difficult in our Sorrow to diftinguilh Penitence 
from Love. The M~mory of the Crime, and the 
Memory of the Objea which has charmed na, are 
too ne!lfly related to be immediately feparated. 
And the Love of God in its Beginning, does not 
~holly annihilate the Love of the Creature. 

But what Excnfea could I not find in you, if the 
Crime were excufable? Unprofitable Honour, 
trQublefome Ri1=hes, could never tempt me; but 
thofe Charms, that Bea11ty, that Air, which I yec 
behold at thi• Inftant, have occafioned my Fall. 
Your Look.a were the Beginning of my Guilt ; 
your Eyes, your Difcourfe, pierced my Heart J 

and in fpite of that Ambition and Glory which 
filled it, and offered to make a Defence, Love foon 
made itfelf Maller. God, in Order to. punilh 
me, forfook me. His Providence permitted 
thofe Confeqaencea which have fince happened. 
You are no longer of the World ; you have re­
~ot111ced it : I am a Religiou_s, dcvo.tcd to Solitude J 

8wl 
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ihall, we make no Advantage of oar Condition l 
Would you dcfl:roy my Piety in ita lnfant Sta~?-' 
Would yoa have me forfake the Convetat inte 
which.I am bot newly entered?' Muft.l renounce my 
Vow•? I have made them in. th~ Prcfeqce o£God; 
Whither fualt I fly from his Wrath, if l violate. 
them ? Soffer me to feek ~r Eafe in my Doty : 
How difticolt is it to procure that l I paft 1"hole 
l>ays and Nights alone in this Cloifter. without 
clolipg my Eyes. My Love barns fiercer, &IJlidA 
the happy lndilfcrence of thole who forroond me, 
and my Heart ia at once pierced. with your Sor­
FOWS and its own. Oh what a Lofs have I foftain,. 
cd, wheJI. I cc,olider yoar Conllancy I W.hu Plea~ 
{o,cs have I mifi"'ed enjoying I 1 ought not to con­
fefs this Weaknefa to y,oo; I am fenfible I c~mmie 
a Fault; if I could have ibewed more F-irmnefs 
ef Mind, I fhoald perhapa have provoked. your 
Refeiltment againft me, and your Anger might 
work that Eft"e8 in you which your Virtue cowd 
not. If in the Wor-ld I publiilied my Weaklicfs by 
Verfea and Love .. fongs, ought not the dark Oella 
af this H()llfe to conceal Ghat Weakitefa, at lealt 
under an Appearance of Piety I Alas t I am 1til1 
the fame I Or if I avoid the Evil, I caanot do the 
Good ;• and yet I ought to join both, in order to 
make this Manner of Living profitable. Bot how 
~ifficult is this in the Trouble which fa1roa11ds me? 
Duty, Reafon, and Decency, w~ich upon othe.­
Occafions have fome Power ovsr me, au hcs:c en. 

1ircly 
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pm1 ufelcfai The Gofpcl is a Language l do not. 
uuderftand l1fhe'- it oppofes my Paffion. Tho"r~ 
Oaths which I have taken before the Holy Altar.· 
,re feeble Helps when oppofed to yoa. Amidfti 
fa many Voices which call me to my Daty, I hear· 
and obey ~othing bat the fecret Diaates of ~ 
~efperate Pafilon. Void of all Reli1h for Virtu.e. 
!Lny Concern for my Condition, or any Applicati­
f)D. to my Studies, I am continually prcfent by my 
Imagination where! ought not to be, and I find 1 
have no Power, when I would at any Time cor­
rea it. I feel a perpetual Strife between my ln­
~lination and my Duty. I find myfelf entirely a 
diftraaed Lover; unquiet in the Midft of Silence, 
and reftlefs in this Abode of Peace aod Repofe • 
.flow fuamefal is fuch a Condition i 

Confider me no more, I entreat you, as a 
Founder, or any great Perfonage; your Encomi­
~ms do but ill agree with foch multiplied Weak­
neffca. I am a miferable Sinner. proftrate before 
my J11dge, and with u,y Face preffed to the Earth1 

I mix my T~ara and Sighs in the Duft, when the 
:,eams of Grace and Reafon enlighten me. Come, 
fee me in this Poftore, and folicic me to love you ? 
Come, if you think fit, and in yoor Holy Habit 
thruft yourfelf between God and me, · and be ~ 
Wall of Separation. Come, and force From me 
ihofe Sighs, Thoughts, and Vows, which I owe 
to him only. Afiift the Evil Spirits, and be the In: 
~~mcnc of their Malice. What cannot you in-

duce 
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dace a Heart to, whofe Wealcneta yoa fo pem&Iy 
.lcaow? Bat rather withdraw yearfelf, andcoatri­
batc to my Salvation. Sa&"cr me to &'IOicl De­
truaioa, I entreat you, by oar fonaer taiclcrd 
Affeaion, aud by our common Misfortuaa. It 
will always be the higbcft Love to fhew aoac : I 
here Rleafc you of all yoar Oath,. aad Eagage-· 
ments. Be God's wholly, to whem yo• arc ap• 
propriatcd ; I will never oppofe fo pioas a Ddiga. 
How happy fhall I be if I thaa lofc yoa f then 
fhall I be indeed a Rcligioat, and you a perfea 
Example of an Abbefs. 

Make yoarfdf Amends by fo glorious a Choice i 
make your Virtue a Speaacle worthy Men and· < 
Angels: B..: humble among :,oar Children, .aid•-
ous in your Choir, ena in your Difcipline, dili­
gent in your Reading ; make even your RCCRati-
001 ufeful. Have you purcbafed your Vocation 
at fo Oight a Rate, as that you fhould not torn it 
to the bell: Advantage P Since you have permitted 
yoanelf to be abufed by fala Dofuinc, and crimi-
nal Inftruffion,, refift not thofe good Coonkls 
which Grace and Religion infpire me with. I 
will confefs to yoa., I have thought myfclfhitberto 
an abler Mafter to inftill Vice, than to.eKite Vir-
tue, My falfe Eloquence has only fct ofF falfe 
Good: My Heart, drunk with Voluptuoufoefs, 
could only foggeft Terms proper and moving to re.: 
commend that. The Cap of Sinnen overflow, 
with fo enchantin& a SwectDcf,, and we are natu-

. rally 
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rally"fo much inclined to tafte it, tlrat·it needs oa­
ly be offered to· us. On the other Hand', the 
Calice of Saints is filled with a bitter Draoght, and 
Natare ilaru from it. And yet yon reproach me 
with.Cowardice for giving it yoa firft ; I willingly 
fubmit to thefe Accufationa. I ca11not enough ad,;. 
mire the Readinefs you fhewed to take the religi­
ous Habit : Bear therefore with Courage the Crofs 
which you have taken up fo rcfolately. Drink of 
the Calice of Saints, even to the Bottom, without 
turning your Eyes with Uncertainty upon me. Let 
me remo•e far from you,. and olfey the AfOftle 
who bath {aid //J.· 

You intreat me to retnrn, under ;r Pretence of 
Devotion. -- Your Earneftaefs in this Point create, 
a Safpicion in me, and m4kn me doubtful how 
to anfwer yoa. Should I commit an Error here, 
my Word, would blufh, if I may (ay {o, after the 
Hiflory of my Misfort1J11e1. ·'I'lae Chmch ia 
jealous of iu Glory, and command, that her 
Children ihould be induced to the Ptaflice of Vir­
tue by virtuous Meau. When we have approach­
ed God after an nnblameablc M3:nner, we may 
then witlt · Boldilefa invite others to him. But to 
forget H,loif,, to fee her no more, is what Heaven 
demands of Aklard; aad to expea Nothing from 
.Ao,larJ, to lofe him, even in Idea, is what 
Heaven enjoins ll#loif,. To forget, in the Cafe. of 
Love, is the moft · nccefiary Penitence, and the 
moft difficult. It is cafy to recount our Faults ; 

how 
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bow many, through Indifcretion, have made ·,hc"mr 
1elves a fecond Pleafure of thi,, inftead of confef. 
6ng them with Humility. The only Way to retard 
to God ia, by negleaing the Creature which we 
have adored, and adoring God whom we have ne"­
gleaed. This may appear harfh, bat it muft be 
done if we would be faved. 

To make it more eafy, obferte why I preff'ed. 
yon to your Yow before I took mine ; and pardon 
my Sincerity, and the De6gn I have of meriting 
yonr Neglea and Hatred, if I conceal Nothing 
from you of the Particulars you enquire after, 
When I faw inyfelf fo oppreffed with my Misfor. 
tune, sny !°'potency made·me jealou&, and I con.J 
fidered all Men as my Rivals, Love hu more of 
Diftroft than A1farance. I wu apptehenfive of a-' 
bundance of Things, ·bec:aufe I faw I ·had Abun. 
dance of Defeas ; and being rormented with Fear 
from my own .•Example, I imagined )IOUr Heart, 
which had been fo much accuftomcd to Love; 
would not be long without entering into a new 1 
Enga,gement. Jealoufy can.cafily believe the moff I 
dreadful Confequencea, I was defirons to put 
myfelf out of a Poffibility of doubting of you. I 
was very urgent to perfuade you that Decency rez 
quire~ you fhould withdraw from the envious Eyes 
of the World; that Modefty, and our Frieadftlip; 
demanded it; nay, that your own Safety obliged j 
yi>11 to it ; and that after fuch a Revenge take11 

QfOD 
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t,pon me, yoa could expea to be fecure no where 
bat in a Convent.. ' 

I will do you Jullice, yo11 were very tafily per­
faaded to it. My Jealoufy feeretly triumphed over 
yoor innocent Compliance I and yet, triumphant 
a, I wu, I yielded you up to God with an unwil­
ling Heart. I ilill kept my Gift aa moch as was 
poflible, and only parted with it that I might ef­
feaually put it out of the Power of Men. I did 
not perfuade you to Religion out of a1ty :Regard 
to your Happinef1, bat condemned you to it, like 
an Enemy who deftroys what he cannot carry off. 
And yet yon heard my Difcourfea with Ktndnefs, 
you fometimca interrupted me with Tears, and 
pre1fed me to acquaint yon which of the Convents 
was moll in my Elleem. What a Comfort did l 
feel in feeing you lhut up r I wa, now at Eafe, and, 
took a Satisfaaion in confidering that you did not 
continue long in the World after my Difgrace, and 
chat you would return in it no more. 

But ftill this was doubtf,d; I imagined Women 
were incapable of maintaining any conflant Re­
folutiona, unlefs they were forced° by the nece-«ity 
of fixed Vows. I wanted thofe Vows, and Heaven 
kfelffor your Security, that I might no longer dif­
trnft you. Ye holy Manfions, ye impenetrable 
Retreats, from what numberlefs Apprehenfiou. 
have you freed me l lleligion and Piety keep a 
fb-it\ Guard round your Grates and high Wall!. 
What a Haven of Rell is thia to a jealo1» Mind! 

And 
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And with whal Impatience did I endeavour it I I 
\lveilt enry Day trembling to exhort ycN to diii 
Sacrifice; I admired, without daring to mention 
it then, a brightnefs in your Beauty which I had 
acver obferved before. Whether it was the Blooni 
of a rifing Virtue, or an Anticipation of that gr~at 
lofs I. was going to foff'er, I wa, not curious in cx­
amining the Caufe, but only haflened your being 
Profefl'ed. I engaged your Priorefs in my Guilt 
by a criminal Bribe, with which I purchafed the 
!tight of burying you. The profefl'ed of the 
Houfe were aliked bribed, and concealed from 
you, by my Direaions, all their Scruples and 
Difgutls. I omitted nothing, either little or great: 
And if you had efcaped all my Snares, I myfdf 
would not have retired: l was refolved to follow 
you every where. This. Shadow of myfelf would 
always have purfued your Steps, and continually 
,ccafioned either your Coafufion or Fear, whicli 
would have been a fenfible Gratification to ~-
. But thanks to Heaven, you refolved to make :l 
Vow , I accompanied you with Terror to the Foot 
of the Altar: and while yoo ftretched out you.t 
Hand to touch the facred Cloth, I heard you pro­
nounce diflinflly thofe fatal Words which for evct 
feparated you from all Men. 'Till then your Beau­
ty and Youth feemed to oppo(e my Delign, end to 

. threaten your return into the World. Migbt· n6t 
a fmall Temptation htve changed you l Is it pof-
6.ble to renounce ones fclf entirely at the Age of Two 

and 
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aj,cl Tw~ty l At an Age, w~ch _claims. the iaoi 
abfolute Liberty, could you think the World no 
longer worthy of. your ~~gard l How much dici 
I wrong you, and what Weaknefi did i impute co 
you l You we~e in my Imagi~ation nothing but 
Lightnefs and Int:o'1ftani:y. . Might not a young 
Woman at the Noife ·of the Flames, and of. tho 
fall of Sodom, look back, and pity Come o,nc 1,'ei:. 
fon l I took notice of your E,e,, your, l\,fotioit. 
your Air; I trembled at every Thing •. You may 
call fuch a fclf-interefied Condi:ia Treachery, Per­
fidioafuefa, Munher. A LoYc which wu fo like 
to Hatred, ooght to provoke the utmoft Contempt 
and Anger; 

It i, fit you lhoula know that die very Moment. 
when I was convinced of yottr being entirely de­
voted to me, when I faw you were infinitely wor­
thy of all my Love and Acknowlcdgment; I ima­
gined I contd love yon no more ; I thought it timo 
to leave off giviag you any Marks of Affcf\ion 1 

and I confidered that by your Holy Efpoufala yol& 
were now the peculiar Caret of Heaven, even in thci 
Quality of a Wife. My Jcaloafy feemed to be ex. 
tioguubcd : When God only j, our Rival, we have 
nothing to fear; and being in greater TranquiU. 
ty than ever before, I dared even to okcr up 
Prayers, and befecch him to take you away from 
my Eyes : bat it was not a Time to make raJh 
Prayer, ; and my Faith waa ioo impcrfea tp lee 
them be heard, He who fcca 1h D.sp and Se-

. i ' uets 
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crea·or all Men's Hearts, faw mine did Dot •:re-­
,liih my Words. Necdfity and Defpair were the­
Springs o( this Proceeding. Thus I inadvertently 
d&red an Infolt to H~avtti; rather than a Sacrifice. 
Goel rejcacd my OIF'ering and my Prayer, -ar.d 
c:onriftucd my Punillimcnt~ by fuftering me to con­
dttlle my Love, Thus nndcr the Guilt of your -
VOM, and of the Palion which preceeded them, I 
srift be tormented all the Oayt of my Life. 

· If God fpoke td your Heart, as to that of a Jte­
Jigfous- who(e fnnoccnc:e had lirft engagcd him to 
heap on it a thoufand Favours, I fhould have mat­
ter al Coinfort; ·but to fee both of us Viaiins of 
a criminal Love ; to fee thi1 Love infolt us, and 
iavtil itfelf with oor very Habits, _ as with Spoils it 
h-U taken from our Devorion, fins me with Hor­
rot and Trembling. Is this a State of IUprobati­
o~ ~ Or-' are thefe the Confequences of a long; 
Jjnu{kennefs in Prophane Lovet We cannot fay 
L'o've i1 a Drnnkennefs and a Poifoa, 'till we are 
ilfu111inated by Grace; in the mean Time it is air 

Evil ~hicb we doat on-. When we are undl!t foch 
a'Miftake, rh-c knowledge of our Mifery is· the firft 
Step towards Amendment. Whodoet not know that 
'ti! fot the Glory, of.God, to find no other Foooda­
t11lil iii Man for his Mercy, than'Man's very Wdk­
ni:ts l When he hu lhewed as thia•Wetbef,, andJ 
\\'.e bewail it, be iueady to pet forth his Omnipo­
tence to affitl .... Let us fay far oar Comfort, that 
wliat we fuffi:r ia OH of thofe long_. and terrible. 

Tempt&• 
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't'emptati~ns which have fometimc:s dift11rbed tile 
Vocations of the moft Holy, 

God can afford hi, Prefence to Men, in order to 
foften their Calamities, whenever he lhall tlft,nk fit. 
It was his Pleafure, when you took the Veil, to 
draw you to him by his Grace. I faw your Eye•• 
when you fpoke your laft Jfarewel, fixed upon the 
Crofs. It was above fix Months before you wrote 
me a Letter, nor during all that Time did I re ... 
ceive any Melfage from you, I admired this Si .. 
fence, which 1 durft not blame, and could not imi­
tate: I wrote to you, you returned me ~o Anfwer t 
Your Heart was then fhut : but this Garden of the 
Spoufe is now opened 1 he is withdrawn from it, 
and has left you alone : By removing from you• 
he has made Trial of you; call him back, and 
ftrive to regain him. We muft have the Affiftancc 
of God, that we may break our Chains; we .have 
engaged too deeply in Love, to free ourfelves. 
Our Follieo have penetrated even into the moft fa. 
cred Place~. Our Amours have been Matter of 
Scandal to a whole Kingdom. They arc read and 
admired; Love which produced thein, has caufecl 
them. to be de'rcribed. We lhall be a °Confolatio11 
for the Failings of Youth hereafter. Thofe who 
offend after us, will thiuk themfelve, lefa Guilty. 
We are Criminals who(e Repentance is late, 0 
may it be fincere I Let us repair, as far as is po.ffi­
ble, the Evils we have done; and let F,-a11e1, which 
has bcc:n the Witnefs of our Crimes, be aftonilhed 
. I 3 at 
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at our Penitence. Let III confound all who wollld'. 
imitate oar Gililt ; Jet us take the Part of God· a­
taioft ourfelTes, and by fo doing prevent his Jadg­
ment. Oor former Irregularities require Tears, 
Shame, and Sorrow to expiate them. Let as offer 
11p lhefe Sicrifices from our Hearts; let-us blalh, 
let 111 weep. If in tbefe weak Beginning~, Lord,. 
oar Heare, it net entirely thine, Jet- it at ltaft be 
made feafible that it oughtto be fo I' 

Deliver yoarfelf, H,l#ifi, . from the fhamefufRe­
main• of a Paffion which has taken too deep Root; 
.Remember that the lcaft Thought for any other 
than God is an Adultery. If you could fee me 
here with my meager Face, and· melancholy Air,. 
farroanded with Numbers of perfecuting Monks, 
who are alarmed at my Reputation for Learning, 
and offended at my lean Vifaze, •• if I threatened 
them with a Reforµiation ; what-would yon fay of 
my ltafe Sight, and of tbofe- anprofitablc Tears 

.which deceive thcfe credu.tbas Men. Alas I' lam 
humbled under Lo•e, and not· under the Crof,. 
l'ity me, and free yourfelt: If your Vocation be,. 
aa you fay, my Work,. deprive me not 'of the Me­
rit of it by )'OIII' continual Inquietadea. Tell me 
that yon will boaour the Habit which coven you, 
by an inward Retirement. . Fear God, that you 
may be delivered from your Frailties. Love him, 
if you would adftnce in Virtue. Be.. not uncafy 
in the CloiJler, for it is the Dwelling of Saints •. 
Embra~c.7ou Band,, chq: arc die Chains.ofChrift. 

J.ef~~-
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·Jefus: He will lighten them. and bear them with 
3011, if you hear them with Humility. 

Without growing levcn: to a PaSion wnich.yet 
pofi"clfc• y.ou, 'learn from your own Mifcry to fuc­
~our your weak Sifters; pity them upon ·confidera­
·tion of your own Faults. And if any Thoughta 
too natural 1hall importune you, fty to the Foot 
of the Cro(a, and beg for Mercy; there arc W ounda 
open ; lament before the dying Deity. At the 
Head of a religious Society be not a Slave, and 
baving Ruic over Q!iccn1, begin to govern yourfelf. 
Bhuh at the Jeaft Revolt of your Senfc1. Remem­
ber that even at the Foot of the Altar we often 
fac:ri6cc to lyin,g Spirits, and that no lncenfe can 
be more agreeable -to them, than that which in 
thofc holy Place• '.hurns in the Heart of a R.cligioaa 
ftill fenfiblc of Pallion and Love. If duiing your 
Abode in the World, your Soul baa acquired a 
Habit of Loving, feel it now no more but for 
Jefus Chrift. Repent af all the Moments of yoiir 
Life which you have wafted upon the World~ ancl , 
upon Pleafure ; demand them of me, 'tis a Rob­
bery which I am guilty of J ta1te Courage, aD4 
boldly reproach me with it. 

I have been indeed your Maftcr, but it was only 
to teach you Sin. You call uic your Father; be­
fore I had any Claim to this Title, I deferYcd that 
of Parricide. I am your Brother, bot 'ti• the Af­
#inity of our Crimes that baa porcha{ed me that 
J)it\intlion. I am called you Ho~and, bat it Is 

I J after 
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after a poblick Sc3ndal. If you have abufed the 
SanBity of fo many ve.nerable Names in the Supcr1 
{cription of your Letter, to do me Honour, ancl 
latter your own Pafnon, blot them out, and place 
in their Stead thofe of a Murtherer, a Villain, an 
Enemy, who has confpired againft your Honour, 
troubled your ~iet, and betrayed your Innocence, 
You would have perifued through my Means, bq_t 
for an extraordinary Aa of Grace, which, that 
you might be faved, has thrown me down in tho 
Middle of my Courfe. 

This is the Idea you ought to have of a Fugi-, 
tive, who endeavours to deprive you of the Hopo 
of feeing bim any more, But when Love has once 
been fincere, how difficult i, it to determine to love 
no more~ 'Tisa thoufand Times more eafy to re­
nounce the World than Love. I hate this deceit., 
fw faithlefs World; I think no more of it; but 
~y H~art ftiil wandring, will eternally make me 
feel t)ie Anguifu of having loft: you, in fpite of all 
the· Conviaions of my Underftanding. In the 
me;t.D Time, though I fuould be fo cowardly as to 
,retratl what you have read, .do not fuft"er me to of­
.fer myfelf to your Thoughts, but under this laft 
N~tion. Remember my !aft Endeavours were to 
{educe your Heart, You perifued by my Means, 
;and· I with you. The fame Waves fwallowed us 
bo~ up •. We waited for Death with Indifference, 
ancl the fame Death had carried us headlong to the 
fame PuniJliments. But Providence has turned off 

. ' . thia 
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·this Blqw, an,d OW' S~iJ?Wre~ h~ thrown 1}I ~o 
.a ijayen. There are Som• whom t)le· Mere/ pf 
God faves by Afliiclions. Let my Salvation tie 
the Fru.it of )'t>W' Prayen ! Let m~ owe it to your 
Teara .or exemplary Holinefs.! Though my Heart, 
Lord I b_e filled with the Love of ~oe of t~y Crea­
wres, thy Hand can when it pleafes draw out of it 
,hofe ld.:u whjciJ, ill iJJ wpql_e Gap~~~I• T9 ,gxc 
H,loifa truly, is to leave her intirely to that Q.uiec 
which B.etirem~nt qd ,Virtue lip~. 1 h~ve a­
folved it; this Letter fhall be my Iaa Paek.· ~A­
-dieu. 

If I die here, I will giae ()rclm dt~ap•Boq be 
carried to the Hoafe of die ·P«lld,h. ¥~Jlaall 
fee me in that Coaditioa • net . to fl~,aq_d 1',ar1 
from you, 'twill then be too late 1 ~ ~or 
me DO)'t, to ucioguith that F.ire wluch bprJJJ · .,e. 
¥ ou thall fee ~e, 10. irengthco ,ou, P;.ty II, die 
,Horror of thia Ca,l'i:a{e;_ 11114 'RlY D.~ailt &o•Jlllpre 
eloquent than I can. be, will tell you what you 
Jo.ve, when you love a Man. 1 bope.7ou wH1 lie 
COlltentcd, when you haYC -fiRilhed-this mortal Life., 
to be bu,icd near me~ Your cold AJhea need ~ 
fear Nothing, and my Tomb wiU l'i>: tbat Mwu ~ 
,1110rc _rich and .more renowned. · • 
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LETTER IV. 

HELOISE t!> ABELARD. 

J. 1/,, f,JJ,,,,,,;,,g uu,r IN P.j/in. ,f.- HcloiCc ,,,.,~ 
. ••t 'Wiih ,_,, Yi,/111c1 tlNu, ,.,,,,,. 'IIMt -,»/,itb j/;1 

IJIIII rmiaJjmlAbclard, i11jl1111i ,ffortifji11g /,n: 
lllf,atiMI, /'"114 nJ:, t,, rl'lliw ;~ h,r Ma»ry all 
IMr Jaji Etiiutr,,,nti tl1l6 MisfortJ11111. With this. 
'-t,rflli,t,, ,II, -,ux,:it.u; ~t•• to/,,,. &food; IIIUi. 
_,,,.., JIJMII, ,ut fa .-cb ;,, tlN CIN,rllll,r of a Rt-: 
lzi1•1, fokli•g 'With tlN .Rlllllli111 of htr f,,,_. 
'IY,._j,, Ill i• that of 1111 •HIIJ w- al,.,,_ 
""'16' 1, Iii/ 11,, 'Traw~11 ,f 1-, a.JDI/Jl#r• 

.f• ·. Al>elard 1,,,, '!'Jt//:/,~J.,w, ;,, Cbri.ft J,j.,, fr~ 
. ~f).~f• h;, ,w,/J..1,,4,u~J /11 th~ /"11!' CJ,,ijl 'J,j.,. a llead th~ Letter I received from yo~ 

with Abundan~ ~f ~mpatiencc : 
In. Spite of all my Misfortunes, l 
hoped to find Nothing in it bcfidcs 
Arguments o,f Comfort. B~t how 

1.-genioua arc Loven in tormenting themfelva l 
Jud.ge of the ~xquifite Senfibility and Force of my 
Lofft b7 thac which cufoa the Grief of my Soul. . . . . - . . I 
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.J wu diftprbcd at the Superfcription of your Let• 
fer; why did you place the Name of Ibloift before 
that of .AJ,,kzrd1 What means this cruel and unjo.O: 
Diftinaio11 l 'Twas your Name only, the Name of 
a Father, and of a liuJl>apd, which my cager Eyes 
fought after. I did npt look for my own, which I 
had much rather, if poffible, forget, aa being the 
~aufe of yo11r Misfortune. The Rules of Deco­
rum, and the Cbaraclcr of Mafter and Direclor 
which you have over me, oppofed that ceremoni• 
001 Manner of addreffing me ; and Love com­
D!inded you to banifu it : Ala, I you know all this 
but too well. 

Did you write thus to me before cruel.Fortune 
had ruined my Happincf, ? I fee your Weare bas 

. deferted me, and you have made greater Advances 
in tlte Way of Devotion than I could wifh: Alafs r­
I am too weak to follow you I condefccnd at lea& 
to fray for me, and animate me with your Advice. 
Will you have the Cruelty to abandon me l The 
Fear of thi, ftabs my Heart; But the fearful Pre­
fagc• you make at the latter End of your Letter, 
thole terrible Images you draw of your Death, 
quite diftraa me. Cracl .Al,,/m-J I you ooght to 
have ftopped my Tears, and you make them flow. 
You oagllt to have quieted the Diforder of my 
Heart. and you throw me into Defpair. 
. You dc6re that after your Death I fhould take 
Care of your Athes, and pay them the lafl: Duties. 
~laf• ! in what Temper did you conceive thefe 

moarnfal 
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moaraful Ideas l And how could yon def'cribc 
th~m to me? Did not the Apprehenfioa o( caufing 
.my prefent Death make the Pen drop from ,oar 
Hand l Vou did not reBea, I fuppofe, upon aH 
thofe Torments to which you were going w ac,,. 
liver 111e. Heaven u fevere as it has been againft: 
me, is not in {o great a Degree fo, at to permit me 
10 live one Moment afttr you. Life, without my 
,,41,,/a,i, is an unfupportable Punilhment, -and 
Death a moll exquifite Happinefs, if by that 
Means I can be united with aim. If Hcann hears 
tthe Prayers I continually make for you, your Day• 
will be prolonged, and you will bury me. 

Is it not your Part to prepare me by your 
powerful Exhortatiom agaiaft that great CriftS:. 
which lbakes the mofl: refolote and confirmc4 
Minds ?- Is it not your Part to receive my )aft 
Sighs, take Care of my FueraJ. and give aQ Ac­
.count of my Manners and Faith,? Who but you 
<an recoanmend ua worpiily to God, and. -by tb.c 
;Fervour and Merit of .your Prayers, condua thofe 
Souls to him wbicll you havejoio.cd to bi, Worlbip 
!l>y foten'ln Contra& 1 We expca thefe piO\ls Offi .. 
ces· from your·patcraal Charity. After this yoe 
will be free from thofe Difquietades wb.idi.now 
molett you, and you will quit Life with more Ealc 
whenever it lhall pleafc God to call you a.wa)'. Y OIJ 
may follow us content with whu you have '1oae., 
and in a full Mura.ace of oar Happinefs, But till· 
:then w~ite 11ot to me any fuch terrible Things; Ate 

we 
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we not already faJliciently miferable l Mufl we ag­
gravate our Sorrows ? Oor Life here ia but a lan­
guilhing Death ; will you haften it ? Our prefeot 
Difgraces are fufticient to employ our Thoughts 
contin11ally, and fuall we feek for new Arguments 
of Grief in F11turities ? How void of Reafon are 
)'ien, faid S,neca, to make ditlant Evil, prefent by 
Refiettion, and to take Pain» before Death to lofc 
all the Comforts of Life ? 

When you have finilhed your Courfe here be.. 
low, you fay it is your De.fire that your Body' be 
carried to the Houfe of the: Paracktt; to the In­
tent that being always expflfed to my Eyes, yoa 
may be for ever prefent to 11,y Mind; and that 
rour dead Body may ftrengthen our Piety, and ani .. 
inate 011r Prayers. Can you think that the Traces 
you have drawn in my Heart can ever be worn 
out; or that any length of Time can obliterate the 
Memory we have here of your Benefits ? And 
what Time fuall I find for thofe Prayers you fpeak 
of? alas, I lhaU then be filled with other Cares·. 
Can fo heavy a Miafort~ne leave me a Moment's 
~iet 1 Can my feeble B.eafoa refi1t fucb power­
ful AfTaults ? When I am diftracled and raving, 
(if J dare fay it) even againft Heaven itfclf, I 

.fuall not foften it by my Prayers, bot rather pro­
voke it by my Cries and Reproaches I Ilut how 
Should I pra)'; Or how bear up agaioft my Grief? 
J lho11ld be more urgent to follow you, than to pay 
10!1 tbp fa4 Ceremonica of Burial. It is for you, 

io, 
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•n HELOISE to ABELARD. 
for ,Al,t/11ri, that I have refolved tG live : it y011 
arc ravilhed from me, what Ufe can I make of my 
miferable Daye 1 Alas ! What Lamcntationt 
ihoold I make, if Heaven, by • cruel Pity, fhoald 
11rcfcrvc me till that Moment t When I bat think 
of this )aft Separation, I feel all the Pangs of 
Death ; what fhall I be then, if I fhonld fee tbia 
dreadful Hour ? Forbear therefore to infufe into 
my Mind fuch mournful Thoughts, if not for Love, 
atleaft for Pity. 

Yon de6re me to give myfelf up to my Duty, 
and to be wholly God_'s, to whom I am confc­
crated. How can I <lo that, when you frighten 
me with Apprehcnfiona that continually poffefs my 
~ind Day and Night ? When an Evil threaten, 
.u1, and it i1 impoaible to ward it off, why do we 
give up ourfelves to the 1mprofitable · Fear of it, 
which is yet even more tormenting than the Evit 
itfelf? 

What have I to hope for after this Lofs of you ? 
What can confine me to Earth, when Death fualt 
have taken away from me all that was dear upon 
it ? J have renounced without Difficulty all the 
Charms of Life, preferving only my Love, and the 
{ecret Plcafure of thinking inccfiantly of you, •and 
.hearing that yon live. And yet, alafs I you do not 
Jive for me, and I dare not even flatter myfelf 
with the Hopes that I fhall ever enjoy a Sight of 
you more ! Tbia is the grcatcft of my Aflliaiona; 
Mercilcfa Fortune I Hall thoa not perfecuted me 

enouih? 
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enough r Thou. doft not gi,e me any Refpite ; 
thou haft exhaufted all thy Vengeance upon me, 
and referved tbyfelfNothing whereby thou may'ft 
appear terrible to othera. Thou haft wearied thy­
ftlf in tormenting me, and others have Nothing 
now to fear from thy Anger. But to what Pur­
pofe doft thou ftill arm thyfclf againft me 1 The 
Wounds I have already received leave no Room 
for new one, ; why cannot I urge thee to kill me 1 
Or doft thou fear, amidft the numerc;us Torments 
thou heapeft on me, do(t thou fear· that foch a 
S-trolte wouTd deliver me from all l Therefore thog. 
11rcferveft me from Death, in order to make me 
die every Moment. · 

Dear Ah,bml, pity my Defpair I Was ever any 
Thing fo miferable I The higher you raifcd me 
above other Women who envied me your Love. 
uae more fen6ble am I now of the Lofs of. your 
Heart. I was exalted to the Top of Happinefs, 
only that I might have a more terrible Fall. No­
thing could formerly be compared to my Pleafures, 

. and Nothing now can equal my Mifery. My 
Glory once raifed the Envy of my Rivals ; my pre­
fcnt Wretchedntfs moves the Compafiion of all 
that fee me. My Fprtune baa been always in Ex­
tremes, fhe hu l)eaped on me her moft delightful 
Favoun, that fhe might load me with the greateft of 
her Aflliaiona. Iugenious in tormenting me, fhe­
haa made the Memory of the Joys I have loft, an 
i,iexhaullible Spring of my Tcan. Love, which. 

·foffetl 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



136 HBLOISE to ABELARD. 
poff"efl was her greateft Gi,fr. being taken away, 
occafion, all my Sorrow. Jn .lhort, her Malice has 
entirely futcecded, and I fin~ my prefent Afflictions 
proportionably bitter as the Tranfports which 
charmed me were fweer. 

Bot what aggravates my Sufferings yet more, is, 
that we began to be mifcrable at a Time when we 
feemed the leafl to deferve it, While we gave 
onrfelvea up to the Enjoyment of a criminal 
Love, Nothing oppofed our vicious Pleafures. 
But fcarce bad we retrenched what was unlawful 
in our Paflion, and taken Refuge in Marriage 
againft that Remotfc which might have purfued 
us, but the whole Wrath of Heaven fell o·n U$ in 
all its Weight. But how barbarous was your 
Pnni1hment P The very Remembrance makes me 
fbake with Horror. Could an outrageous Huf. 
band make a Villain fuffer more · that had dilhon­
oured his Bed l Ah! what Right had a cruel Un­
cle over us l We were joined to each other even 
before the Altar, which thoutd have proteaed you 
from the Rage of your Enemies. Muft a Wifo 
draw on you that Punilhment which ought not ~ 
fall on any but an adulterous Lover ? Befides, we 
were feparated ; you were bufy in your Excrcifes, 
and inftratled a learned Auditory in Mylleries 
which the greateft Geniufes before you were not 
able to penetrate; and I, in Obedience to you, re~ 
tired to a Cloifter. I there fpent whole Days in 
thinking of you, and fometimcs meditating on 

bol7 
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)loJy LeJfon,, to which I endeaYoored to apply m7-
felf • . In this very Junclare yoa became the Viaiin 
of the moft unhappy Love. You alone expiated 
the Crime common to 111 both: Yoo only were 
panifhed, though both of 111 were guilty. Yoa. 
who were leaft fo, was the Objea of the whole­
Vengeance of a barbarous Man. Bot \\hy fhoold , 
r rave at your Afi'affini ? I. wretched I, have ruin­
al you, I have been the Origina.l of all your Mif­
fortunea I Good Heaven I Why waa I born to be 
the Occafion of fo- tragical an Accident l How 
dngerou, is it for a great Man to fufi'er himfelf l'O 

be moved by our Sex ! He ought from hit Infa~y, 
to be inured to Infenfibility of Heart, agaiotl all 
oar Charms. H,arln, m, Sn, (faid formerly the: 
wifcft of Men) tlllltlfi 111111 h,; "'J lnjlrlllliotu ; if • 
lualifo/ Woma11 h.1 btr Lools 111dta<1Jo1W to inti,, I«!, 
IJrlnit 1101 tbJfa/f to I,, rv1rco•1 l,y a €Orr11pt l11c/i114-
ti1111 ; r,j11l tb, P.ifa11 ,/DI off1r1~ a11tl fa/wt» IIOI th.· 
Pt11h1 ,wbicb jD, dirtils. Htr Hoeft is tb, Gat1 ef 
D1j1r11Bio11 atul Death. I have long examined: 
Things, and hue fouDcl that Death itfelf is a kf• 
cbmgerom Evil than Beauty. 'Tia the Shipwrcc,k-

. ef Liberty, a fatal Snare, from which it is impof-
6ble ever. to get free. 'Twu Woman whicl\ dm:• 
clown the firft Man from that glorious Couditioo ia . 
which Heann had placed him. She who was 
artated tn order to partake of his Happinefs, wu 
the fole Caafe of bis Rom. How bright had b~n, 
thy Glor?, Sam;fa,,, if thy Heart had been as fimi. 

agair.tl· 
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againft the Charms of DJ;/u, u againft the W ci.~ 
pons of the Phi/ijii1111 I A Woman difarmed and 
betrayed thee, who hadll been a glorious Conque­
ror of Armica. Thoa faw'ft thyfclf delivered into 
the Huda of thy Enemica ; thou waft deprived of 
thy Eyes, thofelaleta of Love into thy Soul: Dif­
tr&aed aod defpairing didft thoa die, without any 
Confolatioa but that of involving thy Enemies in 
thy Deftruaion. S,'-m, that he might pleafc 
Women, forfoolc the Care of pleafing God. That 
King, whofe W ifdom Princes came from all Parts 
to admire, he whom God had chofc to build him 
a Temple, abandoned the W orfhip of thofe very 
Altars he had defended, and proceeded to foch a 
Pitch of Folly u even to burn Inccnfe to Idol,. 
Joi, had no Enemy more cruel than his Wife , 
What Temptations did he not bear l The evil Spi­
rit who had declared himfclf bi■ Perfecator, elQ­
ployed a Woman u an Iaftrament to fhake his 
Coaftancy. And the fame evil Spirit made lh"1ip 
an Inftrument to rain AINl11rd ! All the poor Com­
fort I have is, that I am not the volaatary Caafe 
of your Misfortanes. I have not betrayed yoa J 

but my Coaftancy and Love have been dcfuucl.ive 
to you. If I have committed a Crime in having 
loved yon with Conftancy, I fhall never be able ta· 
repent of that Crime. Indeed I gave myfolf ap too · 
mach to the Captivity of thefe foft Errors into 
which my rifing PaSion feclacecl me. I have en­
deavoured co pleafc you, even at the Eqence of 

my 
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my Vina~ aad therefore dc:ferve tbofe Pains I 
fed, My guilty Tranfports coold not but have a 
tragicill Ead, As foon as I was perfaaded of your 
Lon, alas, I fcarce delayed a Moment refigning 
myfc:lf to all your Proreftations : To be beloved by 
,,f/JJa,J, wa,, in my Eftecm, too much Glory, and 
I too impatiently ddired it, not to believe: it imme­
diately. l endeavoured at Nothing bat convincing 
you of my utR101l PaBion. I made no Ufe of thofe 
Defences of Difdain and Honour; thofe Enemies 
of Pleafure which tyrannize over our Sex, made in 
me but a weak and unprofitable Re6flance, I 
{acrifited aU to my Love, and I forced my Daty 
to give Place to the Ambition of making happy 
the moft gallant and learned Perfon of the: Age. 
lf any Confideration had been able to flop me, it 
would have been without Doubt th~ Intereft of my 
Love. I feared left having Nothing further for you 
to defire, your Paffion might become lang11id, and 
you might feek for new tleafures in fome new Con­
quefl. But it was eafy for yon to core me of a 
Sofpicion fo oppofite to my own Inclination. I 
ought to have forefeen other more certain Evil, ; 
-and to have _confidered that the Idea of loft En­
joyments would be che Trouble of my whole 
Life. 

How happy fuould I be, could I walh out with 
my Tears the Memory of thofe Pleafures, which 
yet I think of with Delight l At leaft I will exert 
fome 1enc:rous Endeavour, and by (mothering il' 

K my 
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Jby H~ tho(e Defires to which the Fraikf ofmr 
:f,laturo ~ay give Birth~ I will excrcife Tormeaa> 
apon ~yfelf1 like thoft: the Rage of your Rnemia 
lla.s made you faf"er. I will endeavour by thac­
Means to fatisfy you· at le.ft if I cannot apped'e 
an angry God. For to lhew 7011 what a deplora­
ble Condition I am in, and how far my Repen­
tance is frQJD being available, I dare even accufe 
Heaven every Moment of Cruelty, for delivering, 
you into tbofe Snares which were prepared for yo11. 
My Repinin~s kindle the Dhdne Wrath, when I 
fhould endeavour to draw down Mercy. 

In order to expiate a Crime,. 'tit not fuflicient 
that we bear the Punifhment; whatever we {aft'er 

is accounted as Nothing, if tbe Pdions ftill coati­
nue. and the Heart is inftamed with the fame De. 
fire,. 'Tia an. eafy Matter to co~fefs a Weakaefa. 
and to inftia fome Panifhment upon ourfclves ; 
but 'tia the tail Violence to our Nature to uciaguilh 
the Memory of Pleafbres, which by a fweet Habit 
have gained abfolute Poffellion of our Mu,ds. How 
man)' Perfons do we obferve who make an outward 
Confeffion of their Faults, yet far from being af. 
Bided for them, take a new Pleafore in the refa► 
ing · them. Bitternefs of Heart oaght to accon.­
pany the Confcfilon of the Mouth, yet thu vez:y 
rarely happen•. I, who have experienced fo many 
Pleafarea in loving you, feel, in fpite of myfelf, 
that I cannot repent of them, nor forbear enjoy­
ing them over again as much as is pofible. by ro-

colletling. 
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coltealng them in ~y f4e~Ol'J• Wla-tef~ Et• 
deavo.lU't I ufe, on whatevu Side I t~ me, die 
fweet Idea ftill purfuea me, aod ever, Objctl bring, 
to my Mind what I ought to forget. l)qrio, clMt 
llill Night, when my l{eart ooglat t.o be quiet in 
die Midft of Sl.eep, which fufpeada tbe grcatdt 
Dillurbance1, I cannot avoid thofe llhdiona my 
Heart entertains. I think I am ftill wi&h my dear 
Ahtlartl. I fee him, I fpeak to him, and bear bun 
anfwer. Charmed with each ?ther, we qait oar 
philofophic St1Jdiea tc, entertain ourfelve, wida 
our PaOion. Sometimes too I fee~ to be a W-at­
nefs of the bloc,qy E,terprize of yoqr Eacmic:1 , · I 
oppcfe their Fut')', I fill Olll' Apartment witb ~. 
fol Cries, and in the Momene I awake ii,. T~. 
Even into holy P.lac .. bc{Qrctht: Al~ l carry wich 
ine the MCU1ory of our guiltr Lona. Tbe, are my 
whole BufiQefs, an4 far from lamentinc fi>r P'f.UJJ 
been feduc~d. I ugh for having loft them. 

I remember (for Nothing i• forgot by Lov~) 
the Ti1J1e ancl Place in whicq yc,u firft dccl~JC(l 
your Love to me, and f WO(C. ypa WOllld Jove ae till 
De~th~ Your Word,, :,Cl)ar Oaalu, ·.,. all deeply 
graven in my If cart. The D.iforder of my l>if. 
courfe clifconn to every one the T,oable •f 111 
Mind. My Sighs bceray ~; -.d your Naqae ia 
continually io my Mo11cb. Wben l 4m in tbft 
Con~ition, why doft not thou, 0 Lord I pity my 
Weaknefs, and ftreng,then me by thy Grace l Yap 
are hapfy, Ah,l11rd, this Gr,ce hu preven~JOll-J 

. 'K.i . an4 
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14-z HELOISE to ABELARD. 
and your Misfortune has been the· Occafion of 
your finding Reft, The Punifhment of your Body 
has Cllred the deadly Wounds of your Soul. The 
Tc!mpell has driven you into the Haven. God, 
who feemed ta lay his Hand heavily upon you, 
fought only to help you; He is a Father chaftiz­
ing, and not an Enemy revenging ; a wife Phyfi­
cian, putting you to fome Pain in order to preferve 
your Life. I am a thoufand Times more to be 
lamented than you ; I have a thoafand Palliona to 
combat with. I mull refill thofe Fires which Love 
ltindles in a young Heart. Our Sex h Nmhing but 
Weaknefs, and I have the greater Difficulty to de­
fend myfelf, hecaufe the Enemy that attacks me 
pleafes me ; I doat on the Danger which threaten• 
me, how then can I avoid falling l 

In the Midft of thefe Straggles, T endeavour 
&t leaft to conceal my V/eaknefa from thofe you 
have entrufted to my Care. All who are about 
me admire my Virtue, but could their Eyes pene­
trate into my Heart, what would they not dif­
cover? My Pallioba thert are in a Rebellion; l pre­
fide over othen, but cannot rule myfelf. I have 
but a falfe Covering, and this feeming Virtue is a 
real Vice, Men judge me ~raife. worthy, but I am 
guilty before God, from whofe All feeing Eye 

·Nothing is hid, and who views, through all their 
Foldings, the Secrets of all Hearts. I cannot · 
cfcape his Difcovery. And yet it is a great deal to 
,nc to maintain even this Appearance of Virtue. 

This 
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This tronblefome Hypocrify is in fomc Sort com­
mendable. I give no Scandal t9 the World, which 
is fo eafy to take bad ImprcBiona. J do n~t iliakc 
the Virtue of thefc feeble Ones who are under my 
Condua. With my Heart full oftheLoveofMan, 
I exhort tbCIJ\ at leaft to love only God: C.:harmed 
with the Pomp of worldly Pleafures, I endeavour 
to ili~w them that they are all Deceit and Vanity. 
I have juft Strength enough to conceal fiom them 
my Inclinations, and I look upon that as a power­
ful Effecl of Gnce. If it is not lufficient to make 
me embrace Virtue, 'tia enough to keep me from 
committing Sin. 

Aad yet it is in vain to endeavour to f,parato 
tbcfe two Things. They mull be guilty who merit 
Nothing; and they depart from Virtue who delay 
to approach it. Bdides, we ought to have no o­
ther Motive than the Love of God J alas. I what 
can I then hope for ? I own, to my Confufion, I 
fear more the oifending a Man, than the provoking 
God, and ftudy lefs to plcafc him than yon. Yes, 
'cwaa your Command only, and not a tincerc Vo­
cation, as is imagined, that fhot me up iQ thefc 
Cloifter1. I fought to gh•e you Eafe, and not to 
fantlify myfelf. How unhapp7 am I l I tear my­
felf from all that pleafcs me; I bu1y. myfelf here 
alite, I cxercife myfelf in the moft rigid Failings, 
and fuch Severities as cruel Laws impofe on ua, 
I feed myfelf with Tcan and Sorrows. and not­
withJlanding thia I dcferve nothing for all \h~ tf ~rd-

K 3 . fuip, 
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~P' I rmr.. My lalfe Piety 1las 1oi:g clecei•ecl 
yoe as well as orben; you ha're tlt~aght meeafy, 
yet I wa1 more diftarbcd thaa eYer. Yoa perfuade4 
yoarfelf I was wholty taken up with my Duty, yet 
I had no Bufinefs bat Love. Unde'r this Miftakc 
yon defirc my Prayers i alas I I muft expea yours. 
Do not prcfame upon my Vinue atid my Care. I 
am Wltvcring, and you moft fix me by your Advice. 
I am yet feeble, you ·moft fuffain and guide me by 
your Counfel. 

What Occalion had yoa to praife me l Prai(e ia 
often hartfnl to thofe on whom it. is bellowed. A 
fecret Vanity fprin19 up . in the Heart, blinds 01, 

aad conceal, from iu Wottnde that are ill cured. 
A Seducer flatten Ill, and It the fame Time aimg 
At oar Dcfb'aaioa. A fincere Friend difguifea No­
thing from a,, and far from pafling_ a light Hand 
e¥tr die Wound, make• as feel it the more intenfe­
'r, by app1ying Remedies. Why do you not deal 
after this Manner with me l Will you be eftcemed 
a bafo dangerous Flatterer ; or, if yoa chance to 
fee any Thing coinmendable in me, hue you no 
fear that Vanity, which is fo nataral to all Women, 
Aotlld CJDlte ei'ace it? Bat let ua not judge of Vir.; 
tue ·by outwatd Ap~arante,, for then the Repro-

. hate u well as tlae El.a may lay Claim to it. An 
artful lmpoftor may by h1s Atldref, gain ,norc Ad­
miration, than the troe Zeal of a Saint. 

The Heart of Man is a Labyrinth whofe Wind~ 
hlg• arc: very c!iilicuh to be difcovcred. The Praife, 

you 
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~ou give me are the more dangerom, -in rcgar,i 
that I love the Perfon who gives them. The DION: 

I defire to pleafe you, the readier am I to believe 
all uie Merit you attribute to me. Alh, think ra.­
ther how to fopport my Weaknelfes by wholfome 
Remomlrancea ! Be fadaef faufal than oanfident 
of my Salvation ; fay our Virtue ia founded upon 
Wealmefs, and t1rat thofe ·on-ly wiff i:Jc c1o•mcd 
.who have fought with the greateft Difficulties:: 
But l feek not for that Crown which is "the lleward 
of Viaory, I am content to avoid only the :O:i:~ter. 
It is eafier to keep off', than to win_ a Battle. 
There are feveral Degrees "in 'Glory, and I ·am 
not ambitious ofthe liigbeft; th&fe 1 lea\fe to 'Souls 
of great Courage, who have been oftell viaoribus. 
I feek not to conquer, out of Fear lei I lhonld be 
•o\te:rcome. Happy uoogh, if I can cfcape &up­
.wnok, atld at :-laft ,gaia du: l'ort. Hea~ell tem­
DLlinds Me to ~enounec !hat fatal .PaBion-wllic:h 
•unites me -to yoe ; but oh ! lllf Heart will ·irever 
ot aWe-eo teafcat to it. Adi.e11. 

K + t£1"Ti R 
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LETTER V. 

H E L O I S E to A B E L A R D. 

Heloife had /m,, tltntgtroujly ill at th, Yll'VIIII of the 
Paraclete: lmmetl1al1/y u;o" he, RecovlrJ, Jhe wrot, 
this Ltll" lo Abelard. Sh, ftems flrl'W to hav, tlif-
111gagtd herft!f from him, a,itl lo ha-ve rtjol'IJtti to 
thid of No1hi11g l,•t lt1p,11ta,ic,; Jtl tlifi0<1Jm fame 
E1111J1io111. which male it tlouhtful •v.rhttbtr D1'1Jolio11 
l,aJ mtirtl., triumphed ovtr her P lfl/io11. 

*~RA R .Al,1/artl, you expea perhaps that 
~ D ~ I lbould accofe yoo of Negligence. 
~ ~ Yoo have not anfwereii my )aft Let­
~H)I( ter, and Thanks to Heaven in the 
Condition I now am, 'tis a Happinefe to me that 
you fuew fo much Jnfenftbility for the fatal Paffion 
which bad engaged me to yon; at laft, A/1'/arJ, 
you have loft Htloife for ever; Notwitbftanding all 
the Oaths I made to think of Nothing but yoo only 
and to be entertained with Nothing bat you, I have 
banifued you from my Thoughts, I have forgot 
you. Thou charming Idea of a Lover I once a­
dored, thou wilt no more be my Happinefs ! Dear 
Image of Ah,Jari I thou wil~ no qiorc follow me 

· every 
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~,rerJ where, I will no more remember thee. 0 
celi;brated Merit of a Man, who in fpite of his E. 
~c~ ies, is the Wonder of his Age! 0 enchanting 
Plcafures to which H1Mft entirely rdigned herfelf, 
you, you have been my Tormentors, I confefs, .A­
lui,mJ, without a Blulh, my Infidelity: Let my In­
conftancy teach the World that there ia no depend­
ing upou the Promifca of Women; they are all 
f11bjea to change. This troubles you,.Ab,lard; this 
News without Doubt furprizes you I you could 
.~ever imagine Heloift fbl'uld be inconflant. Sl!_e 
was prejudiced by fo firong an Inclination to you, 
that you cannot conceive how Time could alter it. 
But be undeceived, I am going to difcovcr to you 
my Falfenefs, though inllead of reproaching me, I 
perfoade myfelf you will lhed Tears of Joy. 
When I fball have told you what Rival hath ravilh-

. ed my Heart from you, you will praife my Incon­
'1ancy, and will pray this Rival to 6x it : By this 
you may jadge that 'tis God alone that taketi H1-

. loij, from you. Yes, my dear .A/;t/4~J, he gives 
my. Mind that Tranquillity which a quick Remem-

. brance of our Mi5fortunes would not fuffer me to 

enjoy. Juft Heaven I What other Rival could 
take me from you ? Could you imagine it pofiible 
for any Mortal to blot you from my Heart? Coutd 
you think me guilty of facrificing the virtuous and 
learned .Ahe/4rJ to any other but to God l No, I 
believe you have done me Jullice in this Point. I 
qudlion not but you are impatient to know what 

Mean, 
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141J° HELOISE to ABELARD. 
Means Goel ufcd to accomplilh f~ great an End~ 
I will tell you. and wonder at the fcc:ret Ways of 
Proviacnce. Some few Day• after you fcnt me 
your Iail Letter I f-:D dangaoufiy ill, the Phyfici­
an1 gave .- over ; and I C'Xpetled certain Death. 
Then it was, that my Pafilon, which always before 
teemed lnnocen~ appearecl criminal to me. My 
Memory reprefented faithfully to me all the pall 
ARiona of my Life, and I confefa to yoo, my Love 
was t'he only Pain I felt. Death, which till then I 
hd alwaya confi.dered H at a Diltance, now prc­
lenred itfclf to me fuch as it appears to Sinners. 
l "began to dread the Wrath of God, now 1 ·was 
golng to expcriei)ce it; and I repented I had made 
no better Ufe of bia Grace. Thofe tender Letters 
I have wrote to you, and thofe pallionate Conver­
fationa I have had wi,h you, gave me as much. · 
Pain now, as they formerly d.id Pleafure. Ah I 
miferable He/qiji, faid I, if it is a Crime to givo · 
oncfelf up to fuch fof1 Tranfporta; and if after this 
Life ia ended, Punilhment certainly follows them, 

· why didtl thou not refift fo dangerou• an lnclinat'i-
on ? Think on the Tortures that are prepared for 
thee, confider with Terror that Store ofTormcntl, 
and rccollecl at the fame Ti~e thofe Pleafures 
which thy deluded Soul thought fo entrancing. 
Ah, purfued I, doft thou· not almoft defpair for 
.having rioted in fuch falte Pleafurea? In lhort, 
.Jl,,J11r4, . imagine all the Rcmorfe of Mind I fuf-

. · fcred, 
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HELOJSE to AllELAllD • . 149 
fcred, ana yon will not be aftonilbed at my 
Change. .• 

Solitude is infopportable to a Mfod which is 
not eafy, its Troobl~ increafe in the Midft of Si­
le11ce1 and Retirement hdgbtcna them. Since I 
have been lhut up within thefe Wall,, I have done 
nothing but weep for our Misfortunea. This Cloifter 
has refoonded with my Cries, and like • Wretch 
condemned to eternal Slavery, I have worn out my 
Days in Grief and Sighing. lnfteild of folfillirg 
God"s merciful Defign upon me, , I have offended 
him ; I have looked upon this facred Refuge, like 
a frightful Prifon, and have borne wit'h Unwilling­
ncfs the Yoke of the Lord. Inllead of fanc!lifying ' 
myfelf by a Life of Penitence, I have confirmed 
my Reprobation. What a fatal Wandring I But, 
Ah,/ard, I have torn off the Bandage which blind­
ed me, and if I dare rely upon the Emotions which 
I have felt, I have made myfelf worthy of yout 
Efleem. Yoo are no more that amorous A6,larrl, 
who, to gain a private Converfation with me by 
Night, ufed inceffandy to contrive new Ways u) 
deceive the Vigilance of our Obferven. The Mis­
fortune which happened to you after fo many happy 
Moments gave yon a Horror for Vice, and you in­
Jlantly confecrated the Reft of your D:i.ya to Virtue, 
aud feemed to fobmit to this Ntceftity willingly. 
I indeed, more tender than you, and more fenft­
l:,Je of foft Pleafores, bore this Mi,fortnne with ex­
treme Impatience; yo11 have heard my E1clamati-

ona 
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on, againft your Enemies. You have feen my 
whole Refentmeot ia thofe Letters I wrote to you. 
'Twas this· withoot Doubt which deprived me of 
the Elleem of my Ak/11ni: Y 011 were al.lrmed at 
my Tranfports, and if you will confefs the Truth, 
ycu perhaps defpaired of my Salvation. Yon could 
not forefee that IL/oifa would conquer fo reigning 
a Paffion; but you have been deceived, Al1tlard; 
my Wc:akaefs, when fupported by Grace, ha:h not 
hindered me from obtaining a compleat Vitlory. 
~ellore me then to your good Opinion; your own 
Piety ought to folicit you to this. 

But what fecret Trouble rifes in my Soul, what 
unthought-of Morion oppofes the Refolution I 
have formed of Sighing no more for .Abrill,d? Juft 
Heaven I Have I net yet triumphed over my 
Love? Unhappy Hruife I as long as thon draweft 
a Breath it is decreed thou mull love /hrlard; 
weep, unfortunate Wretch that thou art, thou never 
hadft a more juft Occafion. Now I ought to die 
with Grief ; Grace had overtaken me, and I had 
promited to be fai,hful to it, but I now perjure 
myfelt, and facrifice even Grace to .Ab,lard. This 
{acrilegious Sacrifice fills np the Meafure of my 
loiquities. After thi1 can I hope God lhonld open 
to me the Treafurcs of bis Mercy l Have I not 
tired out his Forgivenefs? I began to offend him 
from the Moment I .firft faw Abc/a,-J; an .unhappy 
Sympathy engaged us bo1h in a c:iminal Com­
merce; and God raifed us up an Enemy to feparate 

ur. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



HELOISE to ABELARD. 1s1 

us. I lament and hate the Misfortune which hath 
lightrd upon us, and adore the Caufe. Ah, I 
ought rather to explain .this Accident as the fecret 
Ordinance of Heaven, which difapproved of our 
Engagement, and apply myfelf to extirpate my 
Paffion. How much better were it intirc:ly to for­
get the Objea of it, than to_preferve the Memory 
ofit, fo fatal to the Quiet of my Life, and Salvati­
on 1 Great God ! Shall AhelarJ always polfefs my 
Thought, can I never free myfelf from thofe Chains 
which bind me to him 1 But perhaps I am 11nrea- • 
fonably afraid ; Virtue ·diretls all my Motions, and 
th·ey are all fobjefl to Grace. Fear no more, dear 
Alulard, I have no longer .!ny of thofe Sentimenh, 
which being defcribed in niy Letters have occafion-
cd you fo much Trouble. I will no more endea-
vour, by the Relation of thofe Pleafures, our new-
born Paffion gave us, to awaken_ that. criminal 
Fondnefs you may have for me. I free you from 
all yoor Oaths ; forget tne Names of Lover and 
Hufband, but keep always that of Father. I ex-
ped no more from you thofc tender Prorellations, 
and thofe Letters fo proper to keep up the Com­
merce of Love. I dc:mand Nothing of you bot fpi-
ritual Advice and wholefome Direltio11s. The Path 
of Holinefs; however thorny it may be, win yet 
appear agreeable when I walk in your Steps. You 
will always find me ready to follow you. I fhall . 
read with more Pleafore the Letters in wh·ch yoa. 
fhall defcribc to me the Advantages of Virtue, than 

tvcr 
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~52 HELO I SE t~ ABEL All D. 
ever I did tbofe by which yon fo artfully inllillf'II 
the fatal Poifoo of our Pafiioo. You canaot now 
be filent, without a Crime When I waa pofi"dfecl 
with fo violent a Lon, and prdfcd you (o earneft­
ly to write to me, how many Letters did I fend 
you before I could obtain one from youl You dc­
~ied me in my Mifcry the only Comfort which -
was left me, becaufe you thought it pernicious. 
You endeavoured by Severities to force me to for­
get you J nor can I blame yoa; but now you have 
Nothing to fear. A lucky Difeafe. which Provi­
dence feemed to have chafil.zed me wi:h for my. 
Silntlification, hatla done what all human Effo1t.. 
and your Cruelty. in vain attempted, I fee now 
the Vanity of that Happinefa which we had fetour 
Hearta upon, aa if we were never to have loft it. 
What Fears, what Uneafinefs have we been obliged 
to fnfFer ! 

No, Lord, there ia no Pleafure upoa Earth, but 
that which Virtue &ive1 I The Heart amidft all 
worldly Deligh;s feels a Sting. 'tis uneafy. and 
refllefs till fixed on thee, What have I not fnf­
fered, Ah,!tvd, while l kept alive in my Retirement 
thofe Fim which ruined me in the World? I faw 
with Horror the Walls which forround me. the 
Hoon feemed as long aa Yean. I repented a 
ihoufand Times the having buried myfelf here. 
B~t fince Grace has opened· my Eyes all the Scene;. 
is changed. Solitude looks charming. and the; 
Tranquillity which I b$old here enters my very 

Heart. 
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Heart. In tlsc Satiafailion of doiJJg my D1n7 I 
feel a l>lcafwe, above all that Riche,, Pomp, · or 
Senfuality could afford. My Quiet hu indeed 
eoft me dear, I have bought ic even at the Price of 
my Love, I have offered a violent Sacrifice; and 
which .feemed above my Power. I ha.ve tom yo11 
from my Heart, and be not jealous ; God reign, 
there in your Stead, who ought alwaya to have 
pofi"efi'ed it entire. Be content witb having a Place ' 
ill my Mind, which you fhall never lofc ; I fhall 
always take a fecret Pleafure in thinking of yo\4 
and cftecm it a Glory to obey thofe Rules you fhall 
&ive me. 

This very Moment I receive a Let(er from you ;· 
I will read it, and anfwer it immediately, You fual-1 
ice by my Exaanefs in writing to you, that you 
a,e always dear to me -You very obligingly re­
froach me for delaying fo long to write you any 
Newa : My lllnef, mull excufe that. I omit no 
O,porta11itie1 of giving you·Marka of my Remem­
brance. I thank you for the Oncafincfs you fay 
my Silence caufed yea, and the kind Fears yo11 
cxprefa concerning my Health. Yours, you tell 
me, is but weakly, and you tiloughc lately yoa 
ilould have died. With what Indifference, cruel 
Man, do you acquai11t me with a Thing Co certain 
to aftlia me l I told you in my former Letter howir 
unhappJI' I Jhould be if you died; aod1ifyou loved 
me, ]I041 would moderate tlac Rigour of yo1tr apftere 
Life. l rrpre~11tcd to you the QccaiLQ l aad for 

your 
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your Advice. and confequently the Rea.fon there 
wu you Oiould t:i.lce Care of yourfclf. But I will 
not tire you with the Repetition of the fame 
Thing•. Yo1t defire 1ts not /r, f"gtt you in 011r Pra_yers. 
Ah. dear Ahrlarti, you may depend upon the Zeal 
of this Society, 'tis devoted to you, and you can­
not jullly charge it with Forgetfulnefs. You are 
our Father, we your Children: You are our G11idet 
and we refign ourfelves with Alfurance in your Piety, 
You command, we obey; we faithfully execute 
what you have prudently directed. We impofe no 
Penance on onrfelves but what you recommend1 

Jell we lhoald rather follow an indifcreet Zeal than 
folid Virtue. 1n a Word, Notiling ia thought 
rightly done, if without Abel,m/'s Approbation, 
You inform me of one Thing thas perplexes me, 
that you have heard that fome of our Silrers gave 
bad Examples, and that there i& a general Loofenef1 
amongft them. Ought this to feem tlrange to you, 
who know how Mona.fteries are filled now-a-days? 
Do Fathers conf11lt rhe Inclinations of their Chil­
dren when they fettle them l Are not Iatereft and 
Policy their only Rules ? This is the Reafon that 
Monatleries are often filled with thofe who are a 
Scandal to them. But I conjure you to tell me 
what are the Irregularities you have beard of, ani 
to teach me a proper Remedy for them. I have 
not yet obferved that Loofenefs you mention J 

when I have, I will take due Care. I walk my 
Rounds every Night, and make thofc. I catch 

abroad 
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abroad rctarn to their Cbambera ; for I reme.mber 
all the Adventures which Jaappened in the Monaf­
~rie1 near Paru. You end yo111 Letter with a 
general deploring of your Unhappfuefs~ and wiJh 
for Death as the End of a troablc:fome Life. Ja 
it poffible a Genius -~o great as y~rs fhoald never 
-get above his p~ft. Misfortune:, l What would th~ 
World fa.y fhould they read your Lettera aa Idol 
Would they confider the noble Motive. ofyour 
Retirement, or J)<>t rather think you had fhiit your­
felf up only to lament the Condition to_ which iny 
Vnclc:'s Revenge had reduced you l What would 

· your young Pupils fay who come fo far . to hear 
you, and prefer your fevere Leaurea to the Soft­
!3efs of a wordly Life, if they · filoald fe'e you 
fr_cretly a . Slave to yoar Paffions, and fenfible of 
~II thofe Weaknelfes f"rom which yo~r Riiles can 
fecure them? This Al,1/ard they (o mlich admire, 
!his great Pc:rfonage which gaidea them, woald 
lofe his Fame, and become the Scorn of his Pu­
pils. If tl1efe Reafons. are not fuflicient to give 
you Conftancy in yoar Misfortunes, caO: yourEyca 
upon me, and admire my Refolution of .lhutting 
myfelf up by your Example. I waa young when 
we werefeparated, and (ifI dare believe what you 
were always telling me) worthy of any Gentle­
JD&n'• Aft"eaions. If I had loved Not~ing in 
,Al,1/,d but fenfoal Pleafure, a thoufand agreeablo 
young Men might have comforted me upon my 
Lofa of him. Yo11 know what I have done, ex-

J, c:ufa 
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cufe me d1erefore from repeating it J think ofE 

thofe Affarances I gave yoa of loving you wida. 
the atmoll: Tendernaf1. I dried your Tear• witk' 
Kiffcs, and becaufe you were lefs powerful I be­
came lffs rcfel"YCd. Ah if you had lond with. 
Delicacy, the Oaths I made, the Tranfports I 
accompanied them with, the innocent Careffes r 
profufely gave you, all this fore might have com­
forted ·you. Had you obferved me to grow by 
Degrees indifferent to you, you might have hacl 
Reafon to defpair, but you never received greater 
ll&&rks of my · PaSion, than after that cruel Re­
venge upon you. · 

Let me fee no more in your Letters, dear A!Jt­
lartt. fucb Murmurs againfl: Fortune, you are not 
the only one fhe has perfecut~, and you ought to 
forget her Outrages. What a Shame is it for · a 
Philofopher not to be comforted for an Accident 
which might happen to any Man. Govern your­
felf by my Example. I was born with violent 
PaBioas ; I daily drive with the mofl: tender Emo­
tiom,. and glory. in. triumphing and, fobjeaing 
them to Reafon: Mafl: a weak Mind fortify one 
that ia fo much fuperior l But whither am I tranf­
ported l Is this Difcourfe direfled to my dear 
.A/Jtlartl 1 One that praaifes all' thofe Virtues he 
teaches l If you complain of FOi:tnl!C, 'ti! not fo 
much that yoa feel her Strokes, llS that you cannot 
fllew your Enemies how much to blame they were 
ia actompcing to llart you. Leavt them, A/Jelartf, 

tQ 
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to exhauft their Malice, and· continue to charm 
your Auditors. DifcoYer thofe Trcafores oE 
Learning Heaven fecm, to hue referved for you•· 
your Enemies, flrock with the Splendor of yoar. 
Reafoniog, will do you Juftice. How happy 
fuould l be could I fee all the World as entirel7. 
pcrfuaded of your Probity as I am. Your Learn. 
ing is allowed by all the World; yo11r grcateft 
Eoemies confefs you are ignorant of Nothing• that. 
the Mind of Man is capable of knowing. 

My dear Hulband ! (this i1 the laft Time I lhall 
ufe that ExpreJlion) .!hall I never fee yo11 again' l 
Shall I never have the Pleafore of embracing yoa 
before Death ? What doll thou fay, wretched H,­
loiftl doft thou know what th~11 deurcft l Cauft. 
thou behold thofe lively Eyes without recollecting, 
thofc amorous Glances which have been fo fatal to 
thee l · Canft thou view that majeftic Air of 411• 
lard, without entertaining a Jealoufy of every OH 

teat .fees fo charming a Man·? that Mouta whidr 
cannot be looked upoa without Dcftrc ; in fhort, 
all the Ptrfon of Ah,lard ta!lnot be viewed by any 
Woman without Daog~r. Deli.re therdore no 
more to fc:c AhJar!f ; if the Memory of him hat 
caafed thee fo much Trouble, Htlaifi, what will 
not his Prefcnce do l What Defirea will it not ez .. 
cite in thy Soul l How will it be poffible for thee 
to keep thy Reafon at the Sight of fo amiable a 
Man l · I will owq to yoir what makes the greateft 
Plcafure I have in my Retirement. After having 

L z paffc4 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



158 HELOISE to ABELARD. 

paffed the Day in thinking of you, _full of the' 
dear Idea, I give myfetf up at Night to Sleep:­
Then it is that H,loift, who darei not withont 
trembling think of you by Day, refign• herfeli 
cntirel1 to the Pleafore of hearing you, and 
{peaking to you. I fee you, .A/JtlarJ, and glut­
my Eyes "ith the Si&ht, fomctimes you entertain 
me with the Story of your fecrct Troubles and 
Grievances, and create in me a fenfible Sorrow; 
fometimcs forgetting the perpetual Obftacles to oar 
Defire1, yoa prefs me to make yoa happy, and I 
eafily yield to your Tranfports. Sleep gives 7011 
1that yo■r Enemies Rage has deprived yoa of• 
and 01ir Soula, animated with the fame Paffion, 
are fenfible of the fame Pleafure. But oh yo11 
delightful Illafiona, foft Errors, how Coon _do 7011 
TaniJh away ? At my awakiJYg I open my Eyes 
and fee no .Ab,J.J; I ftretch out my Arm to 
take hold of him, but he is not there • I call 
Jum, he hears me not. What a .Fool am I to tell 
7011 my Dreams, who are infenfible of thefc 
Pleaf ares l But do you, .Al,,lartl, never fee H,lllift 
i'l1 your Sleep l How does fhe appear to you ? 
Do yoa entertain her with the fame tender Lan­
guage as formerly, when F•lbtrt committed her 
to your Care P When you awake, are you pleafed 
or forry ? Pardon me, ..J6,lard, pardon a miftaken 
Lover. I maft no more expea that Vivacity from 
you, which once animated all your Affions. 
:Tit_ net more Time te J'C(Jllire from yeu,. a perk& 

C(!i--
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Correfpondeuce of DeGres. We have bound our. 
felves to fevere Aufterities, and moft follow them, 
let them coft as never fo dear. Let us think of 
our Duties in thefe Rigoun, and make a good 
Ufe of that Necdlity which keeps us feparate. 
Yoo, .Ah,lari, will happily finilh your Coorfe, 
your Defires and Ambitions will be ·ao Obnacle to 
yoar Salvation. Heloift only muft lament, fhe only 
muft weep _without being certain whether all her 
Tears will be available or not to her Salvation •. · 

I had like to have ended my Letter without 
acquainting yo11 with what happened here a few 
Days ago. A young Non who was one of thofe 
who are forced to take llP with a Convent with­
out any Examination whether it will fuit with 
their Tempera or not, is by a Stratagem I know 
~othing of, efcaped, and, as they fay, fled with a 
young Gentleman fhe was in Love with into 
England. I have ordered all the Hoafe to con­
ceal the Matter. Ah .IJ/,1/11Td ! if you were near 
us thefe Diforders would not happen. All the 
Sifters, charmed with feeing and hearing you, 
would think of ?,lothing but pratlifing your Rales 
and Direaions. The young Non had never 
formed fo criminal a Defign aa that of breaking 
her Vows, had yoµ been at our Head to exhort 
oa to live holily. If yoar Eyes were Witne1fe1 
of onr Aaions, they would be innocent. When 
we Jlipt, you woald lift us op and eilabliJh us by 

. L . , 7our 
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7oar COQll(cla; we fli~uld march with fore Steps 
~ the. roagh Patha o(V:irtuc. I begin to peri:eivc,. 

: ~. that I take too much Pl~afurc in writing 
to yoa. I ought to b~n my Letter, It lhcws you 

. l 1.111 ftill engaged in a deep Paflion for yon, tho' 
at the Beginning of it I dcfigned to perfuadc you 

. the contrary a 1 iillJ.!Jcnfiblc of ,the Morio?s both 
of Grace and Pallion, and by Tums yield to 
,each. Ha~c:Pity, .Ah,/.,.a', or' the Condition tQ 
wJuch you have brought me, and make in fome 

. Meafure the latter Daya of my Life aa 4qiea~ q 
tlac iri\ have been u~cafy and &tiftur~d. 

X 

LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

ABELARD to HELOIS.E. 

Abelard hll'fJing at Jaji ""'Jlllrtd th, R1111ain1 ,f his 
1111happy Paj/io11, had dettrmin,J to J•i an E11d hi fa 
dang"ou, a Corrtjpondenu as that 61twm1 Heloife 
1111d himjtlf. 'l~, falhwi11g Leiitr thtrtfort, thong~ 
writttn 'With 110 ltji Co~ctrn th@ hisfart111r~ isfri, 
from Mixtum if a world(, Paj/ioir, and it f•II ,f 

• tht warmtft Stntiments if Pitl], and t~, mofl 
,-,,uing Exhortation,. · 

•~~- RITE no more to me, H,loift., write 
W no more to me ; 'tis T~e to end a 

. Conimerce which makes. oar .Mortifi-
cations of no Adnntagc to as. We 

retired from the World to fanaify oarfclres; ud 
by a Condua diretlly cotitrary to Chr~.lliitn Mo­
rality, we become odious to Jefua Chril\~ Let DI 

110 more deceive oorfelves, by flattering oorfelve■ 
with the Remembruce of oor paft Pleafares we 
fhall make our Lives troublefomc, a._d we lhall be 
incapable of alilhing the Sweet• of Solitade. 

L 4 Let 

\ 
\ 
\ 

I 

' 
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Let u make a good Ufe of oar Aulleritie,, an~ 
no Joager preferve the Ideas of oar Crimes . .,_ 
mongft the Scveritiea of Penitence. Let a Mor­
tificatio11 of., Body Gd Mind. a flria t'~iog, con­
tinual Solitude. profound and holy Meditations,_ 
and a unccro Loft ef God, fuc:c:eed oat former 
Irregularities. · 
· Let us try to . carry religious Perfetlion to a 
very difficult . Point. 'Tia beautlfol to find in 
Chriftiaaity Minda fo difengaged from the Earth, 
from the Creatures and tbemfelves, that lhey feem 
to ad i~dc:j?Cnden~ly of~ho(e Bodi_esthey are joined 
to1 and to ufe ~em as their Slaves. We can never 
iaifc; oarf~ves to too. gre~t Height~, when God is 
the Obj~a. Be our Endeavours nner fo great, 
they will alwajs come fhort of reaching that ex-: 
alted Divinity, which even our Apprehcnlwns 
cannot reach. Let us aa for God's Glory, inde­
pendent of the Creatures or ourfelves, without· 
any Regard to our own Defires, or the Senti~ents. 
of other~. Were. we in this Temper o( Mir,d, 
H,/oij,, I would willingly make my Abode at . the 
Parlldll,. My carnei Care for a. Houfe I have 
founded, would draw a •hoJJfand Bleffing-s OD it.· 
I would intlr~cl it ~ my Words, and animate it. 
by my Example. I would watch· over the Livu 
of my Siftera, and would command Nothing but 
what I myfclf would perform. I would dirca you · 
to pray, meditat~, labour. an4 keep Vows 0£ 

· Silence 1 • 
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Silence ; and I would myfelf pray, meditate, la­
b.our, and be filent. 

However when I fpoke, it fhonld be to lift you 
ap when yon fhonld fall, to ftrengthen you in yom 
W eakne1fes, to enlighten you in that Darknefs and 
Obfcurity which might at any Time furprife yon. 
I would comfort you under thofe Severities ufed by 
Perfons of great Virtue. I would moderate the 
Vivacity of your Zeal and Piety, and give youi: 
Virtue an even Temperament: I would point out 
thofe Duties which yon ought to know, and fatisfy 
you in thofe Doubts which the Weaknefs of your 
Reafon might occafion, I would be your M~ef 
and Father; and by a manellous Talent, I wou14 
become lively, '1ow, foft, or fevere, accerding 
t~ the different Characlers of thofe I 1hould guide 
in the painful Path of Chrifiian Perfeaion. 

But whither doe, my vain Imagination carry 
~e l Ah, Heloift, how far are we from fuch a 
happy Temper? Your Heart ftill burns with that 
fatal Fire which you cannot e:ittingoilh, and mine 
ia foll of Trouble and Uneafinefs. Think not, 

• H1/oift, that I enjoy here a perfea Peace ; I will~ 
for the laft Time, open my Heart to you; I am 
not yet difengaged from you; I fight againft my 
exceftive Tendernefs for you, yet in Spite of all 
my Endeavours, the remaining Frailty makes me 
but too fenfible of your Sorrows, and gives me a 
Share in them. Your Letters have indeed moved 
me, I could not read with Indifference Characlers . . •. '. . . . '. ' .. , . 

wrote 
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J-6+ ABELARD to HELOISt.· 
w,utc by that de~ Haod. I figb, I weep, and 
all my Reafon i1 fcarce fufficient to conceal my 
Wcaknefs from my Pupils. This, unhappy He­
•fa ! ·• tbe miferable C.ndition of .Ahtlard. The 
World, which generally cm in its Notions, thinks 
I un cafy, and as if I had loved only in you the 
GratiJication of Scnfc, imagines I have now for­
got you I bat what a Miftake is thi, ! People in­
deed did not miftake in thinking when we fepa­
-ratcd, that Shame and Grief for having been fo 
·craelly ufed made me abandon the World. 'Twas 
noc, as you know, a fincere Repentance for hav­
ing offended God, which infpired me with a De­
ign of retiring: However, I coofidered the Ac­
cident which happened to us a1 a fecret Defi2n of· 
Providence, to punifh our Crimes; and only 
looked upon F11/h,rt aa the lnftrument of divine 
Vengeance. Grace drew me into an .Ajjlrun. 
where I might yet have remained, if the Rage of 
my Enemie, wonld have permitted : I have endar­
,ed all their Perfecutions, not doubcing but Go4 
Jiiinfelf raifed them up in order to purify me •. 

When he faw me perfe&ly obeGicnt to his hoJ7 
WiJJ, he permitted that I Jhould juftify my Doc,. 
.trine; I made its Purity public, aod fhcwed in the 
End that my Faich was not only orthodox, bat 
alfo ' perfectly clear from even the Sufpicion of 
Novelty. ' 
· · I fhould be happy if I had none to fear bat my 
~ncmies, and no other Hindrance to my Salvation 

but 
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. but their Calumny; but, Ht4ift,.1ou make me 
Trouble,· your Letters declare to me that you .ue 
enfiaved to a fatal Paffion ; and yet if you c:anaot 
conqoer it, you cannot be faved ; and what P.art 

· woold you have me take in thii Cafe i Would 
you have me ftifle the Inlpiration~ of the Hol7 

· Ghoft? Shall I, to footh you, dry up thofe Tears 
· which the Evil Spirit makes you fhed : Shall thit 
be thi; Fruit of my Meditations? No: let ~s be 
more firm in our Refolutions; we have not.retired 
but in order to lament our Sins, and to gain Hea~ 
ven; let us \hen r:efign ourfelvea to God with all 
our Heart, · 

I know every Thing in the Beginning is difficult, 
but it is glorious to undertake the Beginning of • 
great Aaioo, and that Glory increafea proportion­
ably, as the Difficu.Jtiea are m~re confiderable. 
We ought upon this Account to furmount bravely 
all Obllacles which. might hinder us in the Praaice 
of Chriftian Virtue. In a Mon3.ftery Men aro 
proved as Gold in the Furnace.. :t-,lo one can con.: 
tinoe long there, unlefs he bear worthily the Yoko 
of our Lord, 
· Attempt to break thofe Jhameful Chains which 
bind you to the Flefh, and if by the. Affiftance of 
Grace you are fo happy as to accompli!h thia, I 
entreat you to think of me in your Prayers. En­
deavour with all your Strength to be the Pattern of 
a perfea Chrilli.an ; it is difficult, I confefl, bat 
1101 impofi.ible J and I exped thia ~tiful Tri-

amplt. 
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umph fro!D your teachable Difpofition. If yoq, 
firft E11deavoiin pr~ve weak, ~ive not yourfelf up 
to Defpait ; that would be Cowardice; befidei, 
I wo1ild have · y_ou informed, that you muft nece{.: 
farily take great Paina, becaufe you Jlrive to con­
quer a terrible Enemy, to extinguilh raging Fir~, 
and ~o reduce to Subjeaiou yo11r dearell Affeai­
ona J you muft fight againft your own Defires, 
be not therefore· p1e1fed down with the Weight of 
)'O'!r c~rrupt Nature. You hare to do with a cun­
J1ing Adv~rfary, wh~ will ufe all Means to {educe 
you; be always upon. your Guard. White we 
live we arc exp_ofed to Temptations; this made a 
great Saint fay, that the whole Li.ft of Mllll = 41 

'I,,,,pu,tion, the Devil who never fieep1, walks 
~ontinually around i11, in order to furprize us on 
fome unguarded Side, and enters into our Soul t!> 
deftroy it. 

However perf«l: any one may be, y~t he may 
-fall into Temptations, and perhaps into fuch as 
may be ufeful. Nor is it wonderful that Man 
• fhoald never be exempt from them, becaufe he 
always bath· in himfelf their Source, Conca:. 
pifcence , fcarce are we delivered from . one 
Temptation, bat another attacks us. Such is the 
Lot of the Pofterity of AJam, that they lhoul4 
always have fomething to foffer, becaufe they 
have forfeited their primitive Happinefs. · We 
vainly flatter ourfelves that we lhall conquer 
Temptations by flying; if we join n9t Patience. 

· · and 
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•nd .Hnmility, we &all torment ourfelves to no 
Purpofe. We lhall more certainly compafs our End 
by imploring God's Affiflance, than by ufing any 
Means drawn from ourfelves. 

Be conftant, H,loift, truft in God, and you 
will fall into few Temptations ; whenever they 
fhall come, ftifle them in their Birth ; let them 
not take Root in-your Heart; · Apply Remedies 
to a Difeafe, faid an Ancient, in its Beginning, 
for when it hath gatned Strength, . Mrdicines will 
be unavailable; Temptations have their Degrees, 
they are at firft meer Thought,, and do not appear 
dangerous; the Imagination receives them witho~ 
:1ny Fears; a Pleafure is formed out of them, we 
paufe upon it, and at laft we yield to it, 

Do you now, Ht!oifa, applaud my Defign of 
making yon walk in the Steps of the Saints I 
Do my Words give you any Relilh for Penitence l 
Have you not Remorfe for your Wanderings, and 
do you not wilh you could, like Magdafn,_, walh 
our Saviour·s Feet with your Tears? If you have 
not yet thefe ardent Emotion,, pray that he 
would infpire them. I &all never ceafe to recom­
mend you in my Prayers, and always befeech him 

· to affift you in yollJ' Defign of dying holily. You 
have quitted the World, and what Objea was 
worthy to detain yon there l Lift up your Eye1 

always to him to whom you have conrecrated the 
Reft of your Days. Life upon this Earth is Mife­
ry. The very Neccffitic, to which our Body is 

fubjea 
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f■bje4 here, arc Matter of Alllict.ion to a Saint. 
Lwd, faid the Royal Prophet, .klivtr mt f,._ -, 
Ntuj/itiu l They arc wretched who do not kno'1t 
themfelvcs for fuch, and yet they arc more wretch­
ed who know their Mifery, and do not hate the. 
Corruption of the Age · What Fools are Men to 
engage themfelves to earthly Things I They will 
be undeceived one Day, and will know but too 
late bow much they have been to blame in loving 
fuch falfe Good. Perfons truly pious do not thua 
aiftake, they arc difengaged from all fcnf ual 
Pleafures, and raife d:.eir Defi·es to Heaven. 
Begin, H,loift; put } our Delign in Execution 
without Delay ; you have yet Time enough to 
work out your Salvation. Love Chrift, and dc­
{pife yourfelf for his Sake. H'e would pofief,, 
your Heart, and be the fole Object of your Sighs 
and Tean ; fcck for no Comfo1 t but in him. Jf 
y.u do not free yourfelf from me, you will fall 
with me I but if you quit me, and give up your­
fclf to him, you will be ficdfaft and immoveable. 
If you force the Lord to forfake you, you will fall 
into Diftrefs ; b'ut if you be evu faithful to him, 
Jo■ will be ~!ways in Joy. M•gtlak,, wept, as . 
dtinking the Lord had forfakcn her ; but Martha 
faid, See the Lord calls you; be diligent in your 
Duty, and obey faithfolly the Motioos of his· 
Grace, and Jefus will remain always with you. 

Attend, 111/oift, to fome Infrrutlions I have to 
1ive you: You are at the Head of a Society, and 

yoa 
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y011 know there is this Difference between tho(e 
who lead a private Life, and (uch as are ch&rge(l ' 
with the l:ondua of others; that the firll: neeifi 
only labour for their own Sanaification, and in ac­
quitting themfelves of their Duties are not oblige4' 
to praclife all the Virtues in fnch ah apparent Man­
ner ; whereas they who have- the Condocl of Ga 

thers intrufted to them, oaght by their Example t• 
engage them to do all the good· they are capable of 
in their Condition; I befeech you to atten.f te 
this Truth, and fo to follow i~ as that your whole 
Life may be a perfea Model of that of a rdigioaa 
l.eclufe. 

God, who heartily defires our Salvation, hada 
made all the Means of it eafy to us, In the 0/il 
'I ejlflmmt he bath written in the Tables of the 
Law what he reqilirea of us, that we might n~ 
be bewildered in feeking after his Will. In the 
Nr,p 'I,jlflfl'lff1t he bath written that Law of Grace 
in our Hearts, to the Intent that it might be at. 
ways prefent with us ; and knowing the Weak~efs 
and Incapacity of our Nature, he bath given ua 
Grace to perform his Will; and as this were not 
enough, he bath at· all Times, in all Stare, of the 
Church, raifed up Men, who by their exemplary 
Life might excite others to their Duty. To eff'ed 
this, he bath chofen Perfons of every Age, Sex, 
and Condition. Strive now to unite in yourfelf 
all thofe Virtues which have been fcattc.red iii thefe 
41iH'erent States. Have the Purity of Virgins, the 

Aufu:rity 

. 1 
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Aufterity of Anchorites, the Zeal of Pafton anil 
BiOio,1, and the Confbncy of Martyrs. Be e~a.a 
in the Courfe of your whole Life to fulfil the Du­
ties of a holy and enlightened Superior, and then 
Death, which is commonly comidercd as tcrriLle; 
will a,pcar agreeable to you. 

'Ibt D,a1h of hu Saints, faya the Prophet, is pr,­
,i,"' ia tbt Sight of th, Lord. Nor is it difficult 
to comprehend why their Death lhoald have thii 
Advantage over that of Sinners. I have remark­
ed three Things which might have ginn the 
Prophet an Occafion of fpeaking thus. Firi, 
their Relignation to the Will of God. Secondly, 
the Continuation of their good Works. And 
laftly, the Triumph they gain o,er the Devil. 

A Saint who has accuftomed himfelf to fubmit 
·to tbe Will of God, yields to Death without R.e­
lat\aoce. He waits with Joy (faya St; Gr,g,ry) 
for the Judge who is to reward him, he fears not 
to quit this miferable mortal Life, in order to be­
gin an immortal happy one. It is not fo with the 
Sinner, fays the fame Father; he fears, and with · 
Rcafon, he trembles at the Approach of the lcaft 
Sicknefs J Death is terrible to him, bct'aafe he 
cannot bear the Prefence of an off'ended Judge, 
and having fo often abufed the Grace of God, 
he fees .no Way to avoid the P~nilhment due to hit 
Sins. 

The Saints hue betides this Adtantage over 
Sinner,, that having made Works of Piety familiar­

to 
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co them daring their Life, they excrcife tliein 
withoa_t Troable, ud haYiog gained new Strength 
agalnft the, Dnil every Tinrc tbey overcame him, 
tney will fiDd themfelvea in • Condition at tho 

, Hour of Death to obtain that Vitlory · over him; 
on which depends all Eternity, and the bl~d 
Utiion ot their Soul, with their Creator. 

I hope, luMft, that after having deplored the 
Jrregalaritiea of your paft Life, you will die (aa 
the Ptophet prayed) the Death of the Rightto111. 

, Ah how few ate there who make their End after 
dils Manner? And why? It is becaufe there are 
fo few who love the Crofa of Chrift. Every one 
would be faved, but few will nfe thofe Means 
which Religion prefcribes : And yet we can 
be fa~ed by Nothing but the Crofs, why then do 
we refnfe to bear it ? HaLh not our Sayiour borne-it 
before ns, and died for us, to the End that we 
might alf'o bear it, and defire to die alfo t All the 
Saints hne bten a8liaed, and oar Saviour llimklt 
did not pafs one Hour of his Life without -lome 
Sorrow. · Hope not therefore to be exempted from 
Sufcrings. The Crof1, H,hift, ia always at Hud; 
bat take Care that you do not hear it with .Regret, 
for by {o doing yon will make it more heavy. and 
j'ou will be opprdfed by it uprofitably. On the 
contrary, if you bear it with Aff'ettion and Cou­
rage, all your Saferings will create in yoa a holy 
Confidence, whereby you will find Comfort In 
God. Hear oar Saviour, who fay,, My ChiW, 

M rtnouuc• 
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renounce yoarfelf, '"" •> :,nr Croji m folww ,,,,_ 
Oh HJoift I do you doubt ? Is not your Soul ra­
vubed at fo faring a Command l Are you deaf to 
hi• Voice r Are you infenfibl<: to Words fo full o( 
.K.indnefs 'i Beware, H,loift, of refufing a Hulband 
~ho demands yo~, and is more to be feared, if 
you flight his Affeclion, than any profane Lover. 
Provoked at your Contempt and Ingratitude, he 
will tum his Love mto Anger, and make you feel 
his V engcancc. . Hew will yon fuftain his Prefence, 
when you {hall, ftand before hi, Tribunal ? He will 
reproach you for ha¥in1 defpifcd his Grace; he 
will reprefent te- you• his Sufferings for you~ 
What Anfwer can yoa. makd He will:then be im­
placable. He will f~)I to )'OD,. Go, proud Crca­
eurc, dwell fo everlafting Flames; I feparated yo11 
from the World to pur.ify you in Solitude, and 
you did not fecond m7 Defi1n, I endeavoured to 
!ave you, and you took Pain, to deftroy yowfelf: 
Go, Wretch, and take the.Portion of the Repro­
bate•. 

Oh, H,loiji, prevent thefe terrible Words, 
and avoid by a holy Coarfe the Punifhment pre­
pared for Sinners. I dare not give you a Defcrip­
tion of thofe dreadful Torments whic\t are the 
Confequencea of a Life of Guilt. I am filled 
with Horror, when they offer themfelves to my' 

, Imagination: And yet, H~loift, I can conceive 
Nothing which can reach the Tortures of the 
:.Pamned i the Fire which we fee upon Earth, ii 

liut 
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ABELARD to HELOISE. •n 
but the Shadow of that which ix;mi diem ; and 
widlout enumerating their ei,dlef1 Paia,, the Lofa 
of God which they feel increafe■ all their Tor­
ments. Can any one fin who. is pcrfaa~ed of this? 
My God ! Can we dare to offend thee ? Though 
the Riches of thy Mercy could not engage u1 to 

love thee, the Dread of being thrown into fucli'an 
:Abyfs of Mifery 1hould refhain us from doina any 
Thing which might difpleafe Thee I 

I queftion not, Ii,loi.fa, but you will heteafter 
apply yourfelf in good Earneft to the Bu6.nefs of 
your Salvation : This ought to be your whole 
Concern. BanHh me therefore for ever.from your 
Heart J 'tis the heft Advice I can give you: For 
the Remembrance of a Perfon we have loved 
criminally cannot but be hurtfol, whatever Ad­
vances we have made in the Ways of Virtue. 
When you have extirpated your unhappy Inclina­
tion towards me, the Practice of every Virtue will 
become eafy; and when. at laft your Life is con­
formable to that of Cbrift, Death will be defirable 
to you. Your Soul will joyfully leave this Body. 
and diretl its Flight to Heaven. Then you will 
appear with Confidence before your SaYioar: 
Y oa will not read Charatlers of your Reprobuion 
written in the Book of Life J but yon will hear 
1our Saviour fay, Come, pattake of my Glory, 
-and enjoy the eternal Reward I han appointed for 
tho{e Virtuea you have prtaifed. 

M : ,Fare-
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Paiefid; H1!1Jij,. Thu is the tatt Advice of 

tool ~ .~ltit-4; thl, ~aft 'time, let me pcrfuade 
100 to fol16- tht holy .Rules bf the Gofpel. Hca­
~en grant that yoar Heart, once fo fenfiblc of my 
Lo•e, 1nay now yield to be dircfled by my Zeal l 
Ma, tlic Idea of yoar loving A/,,f.:4, alway1 pre­
fcilt to :your Mind, be now changed into the Image 
of &ltlrtl, truly penitent ; and may you 1hed as 
many Te~• for your Salvation~ as ; oa have dont: 
~arini the Coiirre of oar Misfortunes I 

E.l016A 
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E L 0 I s A 

TO 

A B E L A :R. D..-
By Mr. POPE. 

*JN the(e deep Solitudes and awlal Cell,, 
.· ~ I Where heav'nly-penii.ve Contem.plarian 
~ · dwells, 
-~ · And ever,mwg Melancholy reigas; 

&JI& What.means tliis Tumult in a Veilal'• 
Veins? 

· Why rove my Thoughts beyond this )aft Retrc,tt P 
Why feels my Heart.its long-forgotten Hut l 
Yet, yet I love ! --From 4'1/ard it came, 
And El.i/11 yet moft kifathe Name. 

Dear fatal Name I reft tvi:r unrevcal'.d, 
'Nor pafa tbefe Lips in hc,ly Silence feal'd : 
Hide it, my Heart, within diat clofe Difguik, 
Where miJL'd with God•s, .hia lov'd Jdea • 1ie1 : 
-Oh write it not, my Hand -the Name appeara 
Already written --wafh it out, my Tean t -
In vain loft EJ.i/11 wecpt and pray,, . 

. Her Heart ftill diaatea, and her Hand obey,. 
Relendcfa Walla! whofe darkfome Ro11ad c:oatains 

Repentant Sighs, and voluntary Paint : 
M 3 Ye 
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176 ELOISA' co ABE~ARD. 
Ve rugged Rocks I which holy Kocca have worn 1 
Ye Gr9t1 and Cuerns fhagg'd with horrid Thorn I 
Shrine&! where their Vigil• palc-ey'd Virgins keep~ 
And p~tying S~nts, _whofe S~tuea l~arn t~ weep l._ 
Though cold like you, unmov'd and lilcn( grown, 
I have.not yet forgot myfelf to Stone. 
Heav·n claims me all in vain, while be hu Part;: 
Still Rebel Nat.arc bolda out Half my Heart; 
l'ilor Pray'r• nor Fa1h its ftnbborn Pulfe r~ftram,. 
Nor Teai,, for Ages, taught to flow in vain. 

Soon u thy Letters trembling I unclofe, 
That well-knowir Name awakensall my Woa. 
Oh Name forever fad I for ever dear! 
Still brcatb'd in Sigh•, ftill uther'd with a 1'cu. 
I tremble tOQ where'cr my own I find, 
Some dire MisfortuDc follows clofc bchiiad. 
Line after .Line my gulhing Eyes o'cr8ow, 
Led through a fad Variety of Woe : 
Now warm in Love, now with'ring in thy Bloom~ 
Loll in a ~nvcnc'a fo.wtary GIQOm i 
There ftern Religion qucnch'd th'uawilling Flame~ 
There died the beft of Paffiona, LCMic aad Fame. 

Yet write, oh write me all, that I may join 
Grief,. to thy Griefs, and echo Sighs to thine. 
Nor lloes nor Fortune take this Po~r away; 
And is my .A/J,Jard lefa kind than they l . 
Tears Aill arc mine, and thofe l need not fparc, 
Love but demands whatclfe were fhed in Pra:y'r; 
No happier Talk thefe faded Eyes purfoe; 
To read and weep is all they now can do, 

Then fhare thy Pain, allow that fad Relief; 
Ah, more than fha,c it ! give me all thy Grief. 
Heav'n firll taught Lcstters for fome Wretch's Aid, 
Some baaifh'd Loter, or fome cap:ive Maid; 

· They 
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·They live, they fpe;ilt, they breathe what Love in-
. fpire~, · 

Warm from the. Soul, and faithful to its Fires, 
The Virgin's Wifh without her Fears impart, · 
E:iu;ufe th_e Bhifh, and poor out all the Hea~, 
·Speed the foft ·Jntercourfe from Soul to Soul, 
And waft a Sigh from J,,J,,, toctbc P~le. · 

Thou know'ft how gaildefs jjrft I met thy :Flam~, 
When Love Jpproach'd ,me under Friendfhip's 

. Name.1 , 
My Fancy form'd thee of angelic'Kind, 
Some _Em;lnation of th' all-beaateou• Mind. 
Thofe fmiling Eye,, attemp'ring every Ray, 
Shone fweetfy lambent with cele1lial Day. 
Guiltlefs I _ga:z.'d; .Heai'n liftcn'd while you fung; 
And Tratlis divine gune mended frQm that Tongue. 
From .Lipa .like thqfe-_what Pr~ccpt fail'd to move? 
Too foon th'1 ta~ht me''twas no Sin to Io,e: 
Back througli the Paths of pleafing Sen(e I ran, 
Nor wifh'd an Angel wltom I lov'd a Man. · 
Dim and r~mote the Joys of Saintsi fee; 
Not envy them that He~v•n ·I Jofe for thee. 

How pft'., ·when preft to Marriage, haYe I faid, 
Curfe on all ~wa biitthofe-;"!hich Love has made? 
Love, free as Air, at Sight of human '.fies, 
Spreads his light W.inge, aqd in a Moment flies. 
Let Wealth, let Hono111r, w~t ~e ~edded Dame, 
Augutl her Deed, a11d facred ·be her Fame; 
Before true Pafilon a11 thofe 3/iew• remove, 
-Fame, Wealth, andHonoOJ"! whaureyouto Lovc.i' 
The jealous God, when we ,prQfane his Fires, 
'.fhofe reftlefa Paffions in Revc;oge infpires, 
And bid~ them make miftakeo Mortala groan. 
Who feek in Love for ought but Love alone. 

M4 S ..... 
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Should at m1 Feet the World'a pat Maller fall, 
Himfelf, hi, Throne, his World, I'd fcorD 't;tn all: 
Not Clfi,,'t Empt#, woold I deign to prove: ; 
No, make: 1DC Miftrefs to the Man I love 1 
'If there be yn another Name, more fn:,, 
More fond than Miircfs, make me: that to thee! 
Oh happy State I wben Souls each other draw. 
When Lon it Liberty, and Nature, Law: 
All then ia full. po[e8ing, and polfc{,'d, 
No craving Void left aking in the Brea.{\: 
Ev'n Thought meeca Thouaht, e'er ffOJD the Lips. 

it part, 
And each warm Wilh f prings matoal from the Heart. 
Thie fare i1 Blifa (if Blita on Earth there be) 
And once the Lot of A/,ewi and mt:. 

Alu how chang'd I what fuddrn Horrors rife l 
A naked Lover bound and bl~edins; lia I 
Where, where: w~ Eloij, 1 her V 01ce, her Hand, 
Her Poniard, bad oppo,'d the dire Command. 
Barbarian ftq I that bloody Stroke reftrain; 
The Crime wa, common, common be tbe Pain .. 
I can no more~ by Shame, by 11.age f11ppr.cfa'd, 
Let Tears, and burnin1 BluiheJ (peak tb, reft. 

Canft thou forget t~t fad, that folemn Day. 
When Viflims at yon' Ahar'• .Foot we Jay ? 
Canft thou foriet what Tears that Moment fell, 
When, warm 10 Yopth, I bf.de the World farewell J 
As with cold Lipa I JJ,ifa'd tlie facred Veil, 
Tbe ~hrinea all p-embf~d, and the lamp• grew paJe: 
Hearn fcarce belia'd th.e CoiJqiicft 1t furvcy'd • . 
And Saints with Wonder heard the Vows l lllade. 
Yet then, to thofe drocl Altan u I drew, · 
Not oa the Crofs my Eye, were .fix 'd, bur you : 
Not Grace, or Zeal, Love only wu my Call, 
~ if l lofe rhy Love, 1 We my all. 

.. 
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Come I with thy Looks, tby Words, ,elieve 'IO'T woe, 
Thofc ftill at le.ft are left thee to beftow. 
Still on that Breall enamoar'd let m.e lie, 
Still drink delitjpus Poifon from thy Hye, 
fant on thy Lip, and tp thy Heart be p,,fi'd J 
GiTc all thou canft: -and let me dream the rcl. 

· Ah no I inftraa me other Joys to prfze, 
With other Beaotie1 chum my p.a.rtial ~ya, 
Full in my View fct all fhe bright Abode, 
And make my Soul quit A&tlard for God. 

Ah think at leaft tby Flock deferYe1 thy Care, 
Plants of thy Hand, and Children of thy Pray'r. 
From the falfe World in ~•rly Yout)l they fled, 
By thee to Mountains, Wild,, and Deferta Jed. 
Yo11 rai,'d thefe hallow'd Wall, 1 the Dcfert fmird, 
And Paradife wuopen'd in the Wild, 
No weepin& Orphan faw ~i• Father', ~torn 
Oor Shrinc:a irradiate, or ~mblaze the Fl90n a 
No 6lver ~aints, by dying Mifers iiYen, 
Here brib'd the Rage of '\lt-req1tited lieav"a: 
Bat 111th plain Roofs as Piety could rnif,, 
And only vocal with the Maker'• Praife. 
In tbcfe lone Walls (their Day's eternal Boantl) 
Thefe mofs-grown -'lomca with fpiry Turret, 

crown'd, · 
Where awful Archea make a noon-day Night, 
And the dim Windows fhcd a folemn Light 1 
Thy Eyrs d.ifFus'd a reconciling Ray, 

· And GlHms of Glory brighten'~ all the Day. 
Bot now no Face divine Contentment wears, 
'Tia all blank Hadnefs, or continual Tean. 
See how the Force of o,thers l'ray'r• I try, 
(Oh rious Fraud ot am'ro\11 CbJricy I 1 
Bat why fho11ld I on others Pray'rs depend P 
~011>e thou, my Father, Brother, Hufbaod, Friecid 1 

Ail 
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180 B~OISA"~o ABELARD. 
Ah let thy Handrpaid, Siller, Daughter moYe, 
And, all thofe tender Names i)!. oi;ie, thy Love ! 
The darkf~uie Pines that o'er yon' Rocksreclin'd 
Wave high, and murmur to the hollow Wind, 
The ,vancftjng Streams that 1hine between the Hills, 
The Grots tha,t echo to the tinkling Rills, 
The dying Gales that pantopon the Treea, 
The Lake, ~~ quiver to the curling Breeze; 
No more thefe SFenes my Meditation aid, 
Or_ lull to Rell ihe vilionary Maid. 
Bot o'er the tw~l!g_bt Groves, and dolky Caves, 
Long-founding ij}.es, ,nd in~ermingled Graves, 
:Black Melancholy ~ts1 anq round her throws 
A dtath-like Silence, and a dr~ad Repofe: 
Her gloomy Prefence faddens all the Sceae, 
Shades ev'ry Flow'r, an_d darkens ev'ry Green, 
Deepens the Murmur of µie falling Floods, 
And breathes a browner Horror on the Woods. 
· Yet ~ere for ever, ever pip,i I ftay ; 
Sad Proof how well a Lover can obey I 
Death, only Death, can break the !ailing Chain; 
And here ev'n then, ilia II my cold Dull remaio, 
Here all ir., Frailties, all its Flames refign, 
And wait, till 'tis no Sin to mix with thine. 

Ah Wretch I believ'd the Spoufe of God in vain, 
Confef~'d within the Slave of Love and Man. 
Affill me Heav'n l' but whence arofe that Pray"r l 
Sprong it from Piety, or from Defpair? 
Ev'n here, where frozen Chaftity retires, ' 
Love finds an Altar for forbidden Fires. 
I ought to grieve, bot cannot what I ought; 
T mourn the Lover, not lament the .Fault; 
I view my Crime, but kindle at the View, 
Repent old Pleafures, and follicit new; 
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Jllow torn'd to Heav'n, I weep my paft 0.ffence, 
NQw thin" of thee, and curfe my Innocence. 
Of aU Affiiaion taught a Lover yet, 
'Ti, fore the .liardeft Science, to forget! 
How lhl'lt I lofe the Sin, yet keep the Senfe, 
And love th'Ofender, yet deteft th'Offence l 
How \hi! dc;ar Objecl from the Crime remove, 
Or how difiinguilh Penitence from Love l 
Unequal TaOt ! a Pidiion to refign, 
For Hearts fotouch'd, fo pierc'd, fo loft as mine. 
E'n fuch a Soul regains its peaceful State, 
Jiow often piuft it love, how often hate I 
{-low often hope, defpair, relent, regret, 
Conceal, difdain - do all Things bat forget, 
But let Heav'n feize it, all at or,ce 'tis fir ·d, . 
Not touch'd, but rapt; not waken'd, but infpu'd t 
Oh come ! oh teach me Nature to fubdue, 
~en<;>unce my Love, my Lite, my felf -and yOlh 
fill my fond Heart ""ith God alone, for he 
Alone, can rival, can fucceed to thee. 

How happy is the blamelcf1 Vellai's Lot}· 
The World forgetting, by the World forgot: 
faernal Sun-fhine of the fpotlefs Mind ! 
~ach Pray" r accepted, and each Wilh refign'd ; 
Labour aud Rell, that equal Periods keep, 
• Obedient Slumbers that can w.ik.e and weep; 
Ddires compos'd, Affeclions ever evm; 
Tears that c!elight, and ~ighs that waft to Heav'n. 
Grace fhines around her with fereneft Beams, 
And wbifp'ring Angels prompt her goldc-n Dreams. 
For her the Spoufe prepares the bridal Ring, . 
for her white Virgins 1/_;mm,als fing, 
For her tb'unfading Rote of Eden blooms, 
<1Pd Wir-is of Suaph5 fhed divine Ptrfumes, 

r• 
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"To Soancla of heav'nly Harpe the dies aw~, 
Aad melll in Vifions of eternal Day. 

Far other Dreams my erring Soul einploy • 
Far other lhptni:es, of unholy Joy : 
When at the Clofe of each fad, farrowing Day, 
:Fancy rdlures what Vengeance fnatch'd away, 
Then Confcience fleeps. and leaving Nature free. 
All my Joofe Soul unbounded fprings to thee. 
0 carft, dear Horrors of all-confcious Night! 
·How glowing Guilt exalts the keen Delight I 
·ProYoking Dzmons all Reftraint remo.ve, 
And ftir within me ev'ry Source of Love, 
I bear thee, view thee, gaze o'er all thy Charma. 
And round thy Phantom glue my clafping Ar~. 
1 wake~ -no more I bear, no morel view, 
Tbc Phantom flies me, as unkind as you. 
I cafl aload ; it hears not what I fay; 
I ftretch my empty Arms ; it ,glides away. 
1\, dream once more I clofe my willing Eyes; 
'Ye foft lllulions, dear Deceits, arile l 
. Alas, JIO ~ore ! --methinks we wand'ring go 
"Thro'·drcary Walles, and weep each othet's Woe. 
'.Where round fome mo11ld'ring Tow'r pale Ivy 

.creeps, 
Ancl··Jow-brow'd Rock, hang nodding o"er the 

Deepi. · 
Sotldcn you mount, yon beckon from the Skies; 

-·Ooads interpofe, Waves roar, and Winds arifc • 
. -1 fhriek, -ftart. up, the fame fad Prof pea nod, 
And wake to all the Griefs I left behind. · 

For thee the Fates, feverely kind, ordain 
A coolSofpenfe from Pleafure and from Pain; 

'"Thy Life a long, dead Calm of fix'd Repofe; 
;,No Pulie that riots, and no- Blood that glows. 

Still 
,. 
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Still 11 the Sea, e'er w-,_ wtre taughUtfblowa 
Or moving Spirit bade the Watcn .flow• . '· 
Soft as the· Slumbers of a Saint forgiv'n, 
And mild as opening Gleam, of promi1'd Heav'a.-

Come Al,,la,J ! for what haft thoato drud l 
'the Torch of Y,,,., burns not for the Dead, 
Nature ftanda check'd; Religion difapprovca; 
Ev'n thou art cold--yet E.l,iifa love,. 
Ah hopelcfs, )_ailing Flames ! li~e tho~e tllat bllll'a 
To light tbc Dead, and warm th unfrwtfiil Urn. 

What Scene• appear, where-e'er I turn m7 View,, 
The dear Ideas where I fly, purfae, 
Rife in the Grove, before the Altar rife, 
Stain all my Soul, and wanton.in my Eye,. 

• I wafte the Matin Lamp in Sigh, for thee, 
Thy Image flea!, between my God and me, 
Thy Voice I fccm in ev'ry Hymn to hear, 
With ev'ry Bead I drop too fott a Tear. 
When from the Ccnfer Clouds of Fragrance roll, 
And {welling Or1an1 lift the riling Soul, 
One Thought of thee puts all the Pomp to Fliglat. 
Priefb, Ta pen, Temples, fwim before my Siglat :-- , 
In Seas of Flame my plunging Soul is drown'd• · 
While Alcara blaze, and Angela tremble roaDCl. 

While proJlratc here in bumble Grief I lie, 
Kind, virtuous Drops jull gath'ring in my Eye, 
While praying, trembling, in the Duft l roll, 
A11d dawning Grace i1 opening on my Soul : 
Come, if thou dar".ll~ all charming as thou art f · 
Oppofe thyfelf to Heav'n; difpute my Heart; 
Come, with one Glance of thofe deluding Eye, 
Bloc out each bright Idea of the Skie1 ; 
Take back that Grace, thofe Sonow,, and tbolc 

Tean; 
Take \lack my fruitlef, Pcaiwnce ~nd Pray'n a 

' &Ulda 
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11♦ ELOISA to ABELARD. 
Sbatcb me, }ufl moantins, from the bleft Abode: 
Aiift the Fiends, and t~ar me from m1 G_od I 

No, fty me, By me f far ~ Pole from Pole ; 
Rife .Alp, between us ! and whole Oceans roll ! 

· All, come not, write not, think not once of me, 
Nor fhare one Pang of all I felt for thee, 
Thy Oaths I quit; thy Memory retign; 
Forget, renounce me; hate whate'er was mine. 
Fair Eyes, and tempting Looks (which yet l view I) 
Long lov'd, ador'd Ideas, all adieu ! 
0 Grace ferene I oh Virtue heav'nly fair ! 
J)ivine Oblivion of low-thoughted Care ! 
Frelh blooming Hope, gay Daughter of the Sky ! 
And Faith, our early Jmmor~ality ! 
Enter, each mild, each amicable Guell; 
Reccin, and wrap rue in eternal Rcft I 

See in her Cell fad El~ifa fpread, 
Propt on fome Tomb, a Neighboar of the Dead f 
In each low Wind methinks a Spirit calls, 
A11d more than Echoes talk along the Walla. 
Here, as l watch'd the dying Lamps around, 
From yonder Shrine I heard a hollow Sound. 
• Come, Sifter, come I (it faid, or feem'd to fay) 
' Thy Place is here, fad Sitler, come away! 
• Once like thyfelf, I trembled, wept, and pray'd, 
• Love's Viaim then, though now a C:,.inted Maid 1 

' But all is calm in this eternal Sleep : · 
' Here Grief forgets to groan, and Love to weep, 
• Ev'u Superftition lofes ev'ry Fear: 
• For God, not Man, abfolves our Frailties here.' 

I come, I come I prepare your rofeatc Bow'ra, 
Celeftial Palms, and ever-blooming Flow'ts. . 
Thither, where Sinners may have Reft, I go, 
Wlam-c FJama rcfin'd in Breafta feraphic glow: 

Tbo111 
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'rhoo, .Akt.rtll the laft. fad Office pay, 
And fmooth my PaJfage to the Realms of Day; 
See my Lipa tremble, and my Eye-balls roll, 
Suck my )aft Breath, and catch the Hying Soul ! 
Ah no- in facred Veilments may'ft thou bud, 
The hallow'd Taper trembling in thy Hand; 
Prefeut the Crofs before my lifted Eye, 
Teach me at once, and learn of me to die. 
Ah then, thy once lov'd Eloifafee ! 
It will be then no Crime to gaze on me. 
See from my Cheek tho tranfient Rofes fly! 
See the )aft Sparkle languilh in my Eye! 
'Till ev'ry Motion, Pulfe, and Breath-, be tler ; 
And ev'n my .Abelartlbe lov'd no more. 
0 Death all-eloquent I yoo only prove 
What Duft we doat on, when 'ti• Man we Jo,·e. 

Then too, when Fate {hall thy fair Frame deftroy, 
(That Caufe of all my Guilt, and all my Joy) 
In Trance extatic may thy Pangs be drown 'd, 
Bright Clouds defceod, and Angela watch thee 

ronn4, . 
From opening Skies may ftreaming Glories fhioe, 
And Saints embrace thee with a Love like mine. 

May one kind Grave unite each haplefs Name, 
And graft my Love immortal.on thy Fame I 
Then, Ages hence, when all my Woes are o'er, 
When this rebellious Heart !hall beat no more; 
Jf ever Chance two wand'ring Lovers brings 
To P11r11detls white Walls and filver Springs, 
O'er the pale Marble fhall they join their Heads, 
And drink the falling Tears each other fueds ; 
Then fadly fay, with mutual Pity mov' d, 
" Oh may we never love as thefc have lov'd I 
From the full Choir when loud Hofa1111a1 rife, 
.A11d fwell tlHs Pomp of dreadful Sacrifice, 

Ami\! 
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Amid that Sce11e, if fo1ne retcnfuig Eye 
Gluice oli lhe Sto~ where our colli 1tcJicb lie, 
Devotion•• fclf ffiall Gcat a Thought ftod:l'.Heav•n, 
One }uunan Tear lhall drop, and be forgiv'n .. 
And fare if Fafe fome futlire Bard thall join • 
In fad Similitude of Griefs to mine, 
Coadcau1·d whole Y'can in Abfeace to deplore, 
And image Charniahe muft behold no more; 
Such if there be, who loves fo long, fo wi:U; 
Let him our fad, . oar tender Story tell ; 
The well fungWocs will {ooth my penGYe Ghoil1 
He boftun paiat 'cm, who fi:lall fcel'cm .1n91l. 

F I N I S. 
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