LETTERS

A B E L 4 R D

AND
HELOISE.

To which is prefix’d a Particular Accoun of their
Lives, Amours, azd Misfortunes :
Extra&ted chiefly from :
MONSIEUR BAYLE,

- Tranflated from the Fremeh
By the late JOHN HUGHES, Efg.

To which is now firft added,
The POEM of ELOISA to ABELARD.
" By Mr. POPE

The NinTu EprTion.

LONDON:
Printed for Jamzs RivincTow and J. FLeTCHER,
P. Davey and B. Law, T. Lowwps, and
* 7~ T, CasLon, : .

e T 5

MDCCLX,

R

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com




PR E F A CE

T is very furprizing that the Letters
of Abelard and Heloife bave not
g Jooner appeared in Englith, fince
W it is generally allowed by all awho
hawe feen them in other Languages
that they are avritten aith the
greateft Pajx'on of any in this kind awhich are Extant.
And it is certain, that the Letters from a Nunto a
Cavalier, awbich bave fo long been known and admir-
ed among us, are in all Refpelts inferior to them,
Whatever thofe were, thefe are known to be genuine
Picces, oecafioned by an Amonr wbich had wery extra-
ordinary Confequences, and made a great Noife at the
Time awhen it happened, being betaveen two of the
moft diftinguifbed Perfons of that Age. _

Thefe Letters therefore being truly avritten by the
Perfons themfelves, whofe Names they bear, and awhe
wvere both remarkable for their Genius and Learning,
as well as by a moft extravagant Paffion for each o-
ther, are every where full of Sentiments of the Heart,
(which are nokofo be imitated in a feigned Story) and .
Touches of Natuy?,“much more moving than any whick
sosdd flow from the Fen of a Writer of Newels, or
Az enter
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PRETFACE
euter into the Imagination of any who bad not felt the
 4ike Emotions and Diftreffes.

" They awere originally aritten in Latin, and are ex-
tant in a Collection of the Works of Abelard, printed
at Paris ix the Year 1616, With «what Elegance and
Beauty of Stile they were auritten in that Lenguage,
will fufficiently appear to the learned Reader, even by
thofe few Citations ahich are fet at the Bottom of the
Page in fome Places of the following Hiffory. But the
Book bere mentioned confifting chiefly of School Divinity,!

. and of the Learning of thofe Times, and thercfore being -

'mn{y to be met aith but in publick Libraries, and i»
the Hands of fome learned Men, the Letters of Abelard
and Heloife are much more known by a Tran/lation,
or rather Parapbrafe of them in French, firff publif-
ed at the Hague in 1693, and which afterwards re-
ceived feveral other more compleat Editions. T bis Tran-
Sation is much applauded, but who was the Author of
it is not certainly known. Monfieur Bayle fays, be had
been informed it was done by a Woman ; and perhaps
be thought no ome befides could have entered fo tho-
roaghly into the Paffion and Tendernefs of fuch Writings,
Jor awhich that Sex feems to have a more natural Dif-
pofition than the other. This may be judged by the Let-
ters themfebves, among which thofe of Heloife are the
ewof} tender and moving, and the Mafler feems in this®
Particular to bave been excelled by the Schobar.

In fome of the later Editions in French, there has
been prefixed 1o the Letters an Hifforical Account of
 Abelard and Heloife ; this is chicfly extrafied from
the
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the Preface of the Editor of Abelard’s Works in Latin,
and frem the Critical Di&lionary of Monfieur Bayle®,
awho has put together, under feweral Articles, all the
Particulars be was able to colle@@ concerning thefe two
JSfamous Perfons : And though the firf} Letter of Abelard
to Philintus, in avbich be relates bis own Story, may
Jeem to bave rendered this decount in part unneceffary 3
yet the Reader awill not be difpleafed to fee the Thread
of the Relation intire, and continued to the Death of the
Perfons awbhofe Misfortunes had made tbm' Liwes fo wery
remarkable,

It is indeed impoffible to be ummowed at the furpriz-
ing and multiplied AffiGions and Perfecutions awbich
befel a Man of Abelard’s fine Genius, wbhen we fee
them fo feelingly defcribed by bis oawn Hand. Many of
’ thefe were owing to the Malice of fuch as avere bis
Enemies on the Account of bhis fuperior Learning and
Merit ; yet the great Calamities of his Life took their
Rife from bis unbappy Indulgence of a eriminal Paffion,
and giving bimfelf @ Loofe to unwarrantable Pleafures. .
After shis be awas perpetnally imvolved in Sorrow ard
Diftrefs, and in wain fought for Eafe and Quiet in a
Monaftick Life. The Letters betaveen bim and bis be-
Joved Heloife werenot awrittentill long after their Mar-
riage and Separation, and awben each of them was de-
dicated to a Life of Religion. Accordingly awe find in
them furprizing Mixtures of Devotion and Tendernefs, of
Penitence and remaining Frailty, and a lively Pifture
of Human Nature in its Contrarieties of Paffion and
Reafon, its Infirmities and its. Sufferings.

"® Vid, driic, Abelard, Heloife, Foulques, and Parac

-
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HISTORY

OF
ABELARD and HELOISE.

ETER ABELARD wasborn
X in the Village of Palais, in Britany.
¥, He lived in the twelfth Century, in

@O Lewis the Young. His Father’s Name
was Beranger, a Gentleman of a confiderable and
wealthy Family. He took Care to give his Chil-
dren a liberal and pious Education ; efpecially his
eldeft Son Peter, on whom he endeavoured to be-
ftow’ all poflible Improvements, becaufe there ap-

v A4 peared
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2 ThHistony of

peared in him an extraordinary Vivacity of Wie,
joined with Sweetnefs of Temper, and all imagin-
able Prefages of a great Man, '

When he had made iome Advancqment in
Learving, he grew fo fond of his Books, that,
left Affairs of the World might interrapt his Pros
ficiency in them, he quitted bis Birthright to his
younger Brother, and applied himfelf entirely to
the Studies of Philofophy and Divinity.

Of all the Sciences to which he applied himfelf,
that which pleafed him moft, and in. which he
made the greateft Progrefs, was Logick. He had
a very fubtle Wit, and was inceffantly whetting it
by Difputes, out of a reftlefs Ambition to be a
Mafter of his Weapons. So that in a fhort Time
he gained the Reputation of the greateft Philofo-
pher of his Age; and has always been efteemed
the Founder of what we call the Learning of the
Schoolmen.

He finithed his Studies at Paris, where Learns
ing was then in a very flourithing Condition. Inthis
City-he found that famous Profeffor of Philofophy,
William des Champeaux, and foon became his fa-
vourite Scholar; but this did not laft long. 'The
Profeflor was o hard put to it, to anfwer the fub-
tle Objections of his new Scholar, that he grew
uneafy with him. The School foon run into Par-
ties. 'The fenior Scholars, tranfported with Envy
againtt Abelard, feconded their Mafter's Refents
ment. Al this {crved only to encreafe the young

Man’s
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ABELARD and HELOISE., 3

Man’s Prefumption, who now thought himfelf
fufficiently qualified to fet up a School of his own
For this Purpofe he chofe an advantageous Place,
which was the Town of Melun, ten Leagues from
Paris, where the French Court refided at that
Time. Champeaux did all that he could to hinder
the erecting of this School ; but fome of the great
Courtiers being his Enemies, the Oppofition he
made to it only promoted the Defign of his Rival,
. The Reputation of this new Profeflor made a
marvellous Progrefs, and eclipfed that of Cham-
peaux. Thefe Succefles fwelled Sbelard fo much,
that he removed his School to Corlei/, in order to
engage his Enemy the clofer in more frequent
Difputations. But his exceflive Application to
Study brought upon him a long and dangeroes
Sicknefs, which conflrained him to return to his
Native Air.

After he bad fpent two Years in his own Coun-
try, he made a fecond Adventure to Paris, where
he found that his old Antagonift Chempeans had
refigned his Chair to another, and was retired
into a Convent of Camons Regular, améng whom
he continued his LeQures. Abelard attacked him
with fuch Fury, that he quickly forced him to re-
noance his Tenets. Whereupon the poor Monk
became fo defpicable, and his Antagonift in fuch
great Efteem, that no Body went to the Letared
of Champeanx, and the very Man who fucceeded
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4 The HisToryY of
him in his Profeflorfhip, lifted under Abelard, and
became his Scholar.

He was fcarce fixed in his Chair, before he
found himfelf expofed more than ever to the
Strokes of the moft cruel Envy. Endeavours were
ufed to do him ill Offices by all thofe who were
any ways difaffe@ted vo him ; another Profeflor
was put into his Place who had thonght it his
Duty to fubmit to Abelard ; in thort, fo many
Enemies were raifed againft him, that he was for-
ced to retreat from Paris to Melun, and there re-
vive his Logick Letures. But this held not long;
for hearing that Champeaux with all his Infantry
was retired into a Country Village, he came and
pofted himfelf on Mount St. Genevieve, where he
ereQed a new School, like a kind of Battery
againft him whom Champeaux had left to teach in
Paris,

Champeaux underftanding that his Sabftitute was
thus befieged in- his School, brought the Regular
Canons back again to their Monaftery. But this,
inftead of relieving his Friend, caufed all his
Scholars to defert him. At which the poor Phi-
lofopher was fo mortificd, that he followed the
Example of his Patron Cbampeaux, and turned
Monk too,

. The Difpute now lay wholly between Abelard
and Chumpeasx, who remewed it with great
Warmth on both Sides : bat the Senior had not
the beft on’t, While it was depending, Abelard

. was
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ABELARD and HELOISE, [
was obliged to vifit his Father and Mother, who
according to the Fafhion of thofe Times, had re-
folved to forfake the World, and retire into Con-
vents, in order to devote themfelves more feri-

“oully to the Care of their Salvation.

Having affifted at the Admiffion of his Parents
into their refpe@ive Monafteries, and received
their Blefling, he returned to Paris, where du-
ring his Abfence, his Rival had been promoted to
the Bithoprick of Chalens. And now being in a
Condition to quit his School without any Sufpi-
cion of flying from his Enemy, he refolved to ap-
ply himfelf wholly to Divinity.

To this End he removed to Lgon, where one 4n-
Jebm read Divinity-Letures with good Reputation.
But Abelard was fo little fatisfied with the old
Man’s Abilities, who, as he fays, had a very
mean Genius, and a great Fluency of Words
without Senfe, that he took a Refolution for the
fature, to hear no other Mafter than the Holy
Scriptures. A good Refolution! If a Man take
the Spirit of God for his Guide, and be more
concerned to diftimguith Truth from Falthood,
than to confirm himfelf in thofe Principles into
which his own Fancy or Complexion, or the Pre-
judices of his Birth and Education have infen«
fibly led him.

Abelard, together with the Holy Scriptures,
read the ancient Fathers and Doftors of the
Church, in which he fpent whole Days and

Nights,
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Nights, and profited fo well, that inflead of re..

turning to Anfilm’s Lectures, he took up the fame
Employment, and began to expound the Prophet
Exekiel to fome of his Fellow-Pupils ; He per-
formed this Part o agreeably, and in fo eafy a
method, that he foon got a Crowd of Auditors.
The jealous Anfe/m conld not bear this; he
quickly found means to get the new Le&arer
filenced. Upon this Abelard removed to Paris
once more, where he proceeded with his publick
Expofition on Ezekiel, and foon acquired the fame
Reputation for his Divinity, he had before gained
for his Philofophy. His Eloquence and Learning
procured him an incredible Number of Scholars
from all Parts ; fo that if he had minded faving of
Money, he might have grown rich with Eafc in a
fhort time. And happy had it been for him if,
among all the Enemies his Learning expofed him
to, he had guarded his Heart againft the Charms

of Love. But alas! the greateft Doors are not -

always the wifeft Men; as appears from Exam-
ples in every Age’; but from none more remark.
able than that of this Learned Man, whofe Story
1 am now going to tell you.

Abelard, befides his uvncommon Merit as a Scho.
lar, had all the Accomplithments of a Gentleman.,
He had a Greatnefs of Soul which nothiag could
fhock, - his Paffions were Delicate, his Judgment
Solid, and his Tafte Exquifitc. He was of 3
gracefal Perfon, and carricd himfelf with the Air

af
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ABELARD and HELOISE, %
of a Man of Quality. His Converfation was
Sweet, Complaifant, Eafy, and Gendeman-like,
Jt feemed as tho’ Nature had defigned him for a
more eclevated Employment than that of teaching
the Sciences. He looked upon Riches and Gran-
deur with Contempt, and had no higher Ambiti-
on than to make his Name famous among Learned
Men, and to be reputed the greateft Doctor of his
-Age : but he had human Frailty, and all his Phi-
lofophy could not gvard him from the Attacks of
Love. For fome Time indeed he had defended
himfelf againft this Paffion pretty well, when the
Temptation was but.flight ; but upon a more inti-
mate Familiarity with agreeable Objeéts, he found
his. Reafon fail him : Yet, in refpet to his Wif=
dom, he thought of Compounding the Matter,
and refolved at firft, that Love and Phx!ofophy
thould dwell together in the fame Breaft. He in-
tended only to let out his Heart to the former, and
that but for a little while ; never confidering that
Love is a great Ruiner of Proje&s; and that when
it has once got a fhare in a Heart, it is eafy to
poflefs itfelf of the whole.

He was now in the Seven or Eight and T'wen-
tieth Year of his Age, when he thought himfelf
compleatly happy in all Refpedts, .excepting that
he wanted a Miftrefs. He confidered therefore of
making a Ghoice, but fuch an one as might be
moft fuitable to his Notions, and the Defign he
had of paﬂing agreeably thofe Hours he did not

employ
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employ in his Study. He had feveral Ladies in
his Eye, to whom, as he fays in one of his Let-
ters, he could eafily have recommended himfelf.
For you muft underftand, that befides his Quali-
fications mentioned before, he had a vein of Poe-
try, and made abundance of little eafy Songs,
which he would fing with all the Advantage of a
gallant Air and pleafant Voice. But tho’ he was
cut out for a Lover, .he was not over-hafty in de-
termining his Choice. He was not of a Humour
to be pleafed with the Wanton or Forward; he
fcorned eafy Pleafures, and fought to encounter
with Difficultics and Impediments, that he might
conquer with the greater Glory.  In fhort, he had
not yet feen the Woman he was to Love. ’
Not far from the Place where 4be/ard read his
Leé&ures lived one Do&or Fulbert, a Canon of the
Church of Notre-Dame. This Canon had a Niece
mamed Heloife in his Houfe, whom he educated
with great Care and Affe@ion. Some Writers
fay®, that the was the good Man’s natural Daugh-
ter ; but that, to prevent a public Scandal, he
gave oat that fhe was his Nicce, by his Sifter, who
vpon her Death-bed had charged him with her
Education. But though it was well known ia thofe
Times, as well as fince, that the Niece of an Ec-

® Papyr. Mallo, Awral. l. 3. Fcannes Cannomicus Parifinus,
Beloyfiam ratural:m flliam kabelat prafian:i irgenic, firmague.

clefiaftick
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ABELARD and HELOISE. ¢
clefiaftick is fometimes more nearly related to him,
yet of this Damfel’s Birth and Parentage we have
nothing very certain. There is reafon to think,
from one of her Letters to Abelard, that fhe came
of a mean Family ; for the owns that great Ho-
nour was done to her Side by this Alliance, and
that he had married much below himfelf. So
that what Francis & Amboife fays, that the was of
the Name and Faaniily of Monimorency, has no
manner of Foundation. It is very probable fhe
was really and truly Fulbert's Niece, as he affirmed
her to be. Whatever fhe was for Birth, fhe was
a very engaging Woman; and if the wasnot a
perfe@ Beauty, the appeared fuch at leaft in Abe-
lard’s Eyes. Her Perfon was well proportioned,
her Features regular, her Eyes fparkling, her
Lips Vermillion and well-formed, her Complexion
animated, her Air fine, and her Afpeét fweet and
agreeable. She had a furprizing Quicknefs of
Wit, an incredible Memory, and a confiderable
fhare of Learning, joined with Humility ; and ajl
thefe Accomplithments were attended with fome-
thing fo graceful and moving, that it was impoffi-
ble for thofe wha kept her Company not to be in
Love with her,

As foon as Abelard had feen her and converfed
with her, ' the Charms of her Wit and Beauty
made fuch an Impreflion upon his Heart, that he
prefendy conceived a moft violent Paflion for her,
and refolved to make it his whole Endeavour to

win
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win her Affe®ions, And now he that formerly
quitted his Patrimony to purfue his Studies, laid
afide all other Engagements to attend his new
Paffion.

In vain did Philofophy and Reafon importune
him to retarn; he was deaf to their Call, and
thought of nothing but how to enjoy the Sight
and Company of his dear Hebife. And he foon
‘met with the luckicft Opportunity in the World.
Fulbert, who had the greateft Affection imaginable
for his Niece, finding her to have a good thare of
natural Wit, and a particular Genius for Learn-
ing, thought himf{elf obliged to improve the Ta-
lents which Nature had fo liberally beftowed on
her. He had already put her to learn feveral
Languages, which fhe quickly came to undes-
ftand fo well, that her Fame began to fpread it-
felf abroad, and the Wit and Learning of Hebife
was every where difcourfed of. And tho” her Un-
‘cle for his own fhare was no great Scholar, he
was very follicitous that his Niece fhould have all
poflible Improvements. He was willing therefore
“fhe fhould have Mafters to inftru&t her in what fhe
had a Mind to Learn, but he loved his Money ;
and this kept him from providing for her Educa-
tion fo well as fhe defired.

Alelard, who knew Heloife’s Inclinations, and the
Temper of her Uncle, thought this an Opporta- *
nity favourable to his Defign, He was already
‘well acquainted with Fulbers, as being his Bro-

ther
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ABELARD and HELOISE! 1y
ther Canon in the fame Church ; and he obferved
how fond the other was of his Friendfhip, and
what an Honour he efteemed it to be intimate
with a Perfon of his Reputation. He therefore
told him one Day in Familiarity, that he was at a
lofs for fome Houfe to Board in ; and if you could.
find Room for me, faid lie, in yours, I leave it to
you to name the Terms.

The good Man immediately confidering, that
by this Means he fhould provide an able Mafter
for his Niece, who inftead of taking Money of
him, offered to pay him well for his Board, em-
braced his Propofal with all the Joy imaginable,
gave him a thoufand Careflfes, and defired he
would confider him for the future as one ambitious
of the ftriCteft Friendfhip with him.

 What an unfpeakable Joy was this to the amo- -
rous Abelard! to confider that he was going to live
with her, who was the only Objeét of his Defires!
that he fhould have the Opportunity of feeing and
converfing with her every Day, and of acquaint-
ing her with his Paffion | However he concealed
his Joy at prefent, left he thould make his Inten-
tions fufpeted. We told you before how liberal
Nature had been to our Lover, in making his Per+
fon every way agreeable ; fo that he flattered him-
felf that it was almoft impofiible * that any Wo-

® Tanti quippe tunc nominis eram et ju is et forma gra-
ta preeminebam, ut quamcungue faeminarum nofire dignarer amo-
re nullam wererer repulfam, 1 Epift, Abel. p. 10,

B man
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man fhould reject his Addrefles. Perhaps he wase
miflaken : the Sex has Variety of Humours.
However, confider him as a Philofopher who had.
hitherto lived in a ftri¢t Chaftity +, he certainly
yeafoned well in the Bufinefs of Love, when he.
concluded that Hebife would be an eafier Conqueft
to him than others, becaufe her Learning gave:
him an Opportunity of eftablithing a Correfpon-
dence by Letters, in which he might difcover his
Paffion with greater freedom,.than he durft pre--
fume to ufe in Converfation.

Some time after the Canon had taken Abelard
into his Hoafe, as they. were difcourfing one Day
about Things fomewhat above Fulbers's Capacity, .
the latter turned the Difcourfe infenfibly to the
good Qualities of his Niece ; he informed Sbelard:
of the Excellency of . her Wit, and how ftrong a.
Propenfity fhe had to improve in Learning; and:
withal made it his earncft Requeft, that he would-
take the Pain$ to inftrut her. 4belard pretended
to be furprized at a Propofal of this Nature. He.
told him that Learning was aot the proper Bufinefs
of Women ; that fuch Inclinations in them had
mare of Hamoyr or Curiofity, than a folid Defire
of Knowledge ; and could hardly pafs, among ei-
ther the Learned or Ignorant, without drawing.

+ Freesa Lbidini laxare antea mwaumnmm -
fmd " bid, et

upon..
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ABELARD and HELOISE. 13

tipon them the Imputation of Conceit anid Affe&a-
tion. Fulbert anfwer'd, that this was very true of
Womep of common Capacities ; but he hop’d
when he had difcourfed with his Niece, and found
what Progrefs the had made already, and what 2
Capacity fhe had for Learning, he would be of
another Opinion. Abelard aflured him, he was
ready to do all he could for her Improvement, and
if fhe was not like other Women, who hate to
learn any thing beyond their Needle, he would
fpare for no pains to make Helife anfwer the
Hopes which her Uncle had conceived of her.
The Canon was tranfported with the Civility of
the young Do&or ; he returned him Thanks, and
protefted he could not do him a more acceptable
Service than to affiit his Niece in her Endeavours
to learn ; he therefore entreated him once more, to
fet apart fome of his Time, which he did not em-
ploy in publick, for this purpofe : “And.(as if he
had known his defign’d Intrigue, and was wile
ling to promote it) he committed her entirely to
his Care, and begg’d of him to treat her .with the
Authority of a Mafter, not only to chide her, but
even to corre&t her whenever fhe was guilty of any
Negle. or-Difobedience to his Commands.
Filber¢, in:this, fhew'd a Simplicity without Ex-
mpke b@t the Affe@ion which he had for his
Niece way {o blind, and Abedard had fo well efta.
blifhed his Repu:anon for Wifdom, that the Uncle

n:ver fcrupled inthe leat to truft them togcthﬂ',
B2 *and
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and thought he had all the Security in the World'
for their Virtue. Abelard, you may be fure, made
ufe of the Freedom which was given him. He
faw his beautiful Creature every Hour, he fet her
Leflons every Day, and was extreamly pleafed
to fee what Proficiency the made. Helife, for her
part, was fo taken with her Mafter, that fhe liked
nothing fo well as what fhe learn'd from him ; and
the Mafter was charmed with that Quicknefs of
Apprehenfion, with which his. Scholar learn’d the
moft difficult Leflons. But he did not intend to
flop here. He knew fo well how to infinuate into
the Affeétions of this young Perfon, he gave her
fuch plain Intimations of what was in his Heart,
and fpoke fo agreeably of the Paffion, which he
had conceived for her; that he had the Satisfaltion
of feeing himfelf well underflood. It is no diffi-
cult matter to make a Girl of Eighteen in Love.
And Abelard, having fo much Wit and agreeable
Humour, muft needs make a much greater Pro-
grefs in her Affeftions, than fhe did in the Leflons
which he taught her. So thatin a fhort time fhe
fell fo much in love with him, that fhe could deny

him nothing.
Fulbert had a-Country Houfe at Corbei/, to which
the Lovers often reforted, under Pretence of ap-
plying themfelves more clofely to their Studies :
There they converfed freely, and gave themfelves
‘up entirely to the Pleafures of a mutual Paffion:
They. took advantage of that Privacy which Study
: : and.

-~
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amd Contemplation require, without fubje&ing
themfelves to the Cenfure of thofe who obferv'd it.

In this Retirement, Abelard owns that more
Time was employed in foft Careffes than in Lec-
tures of Philofophy, Sometimes he pretended to
ufe the Severity of a Mafter ; and the better to
deceive fuch as might be Spies upon them, he ex-
claim’d againft Hebife, and reproached her for her
Negligence. But how different were his Menaces
from thofe which are infpir'd by Anger!

Never did two Lovers give a greater Loofe to
their. Delights than did thefe two for five or fix
Months ; they lived in all the Endearments which
could enter into the Heart of young Beginners.
This is Abelard’s own Account of the matter, He
-compares himfelf to fuch as have been long kept
in a ftarving Condition, and at laft are brought to
a Feaft. A grave and ftudious Man exceeds a
Debauché in his Enjoyments of a Woman whom he
loves, and of whom he is paffionately beloved.

Abelard being thus enchanted with the Carefles
of his Miftrefs, neglected all his ferious and impor-
tant Affairs. His Performances in publick were
wretched. His Scholars perceived it, and foon
guefs'd the Reafon. His Head was tarn'd to no-
thing but amorous Verfes. His School was his
Averfion, and he fpent as little Time in it as he
could. As for his Lettures, they were commonly
the old ones ferved up again: The Night was
wholly loft from his Studies ; and his Leifure was

B3 employ’d
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employ’d in writing Songs, which were difpers'd
and fung in divers Provinces of France many Years
after. In fhort, our Lovers, who were in their
own Opinion the happieft Pair in the World, kept
fo little guard that their Amours were every where
ralk’d of, and all the World faw plainly that the
Sciences were not always the Subjet of their Con-
verfation. Only honef Fulbert, under whofe
Nofe all this was done, was the laft Man that
heard any thing of jt ; He wanted Eyes to fee that
which was vifible to all the World ; and if any

Body went about to tell him of it, he was pre-

pofleft with fo good an Qpinion of his Niece and

her Matfter, that he would believe nothing againft

them.

But atlaft fo many Difcoveries were daily made
to him, that he could not help believing fome-
¢hing ; he therefore refolved to feparate them,
and by that means prevent the ill Confequences
of their too great Familiarity : however he
thought it beft to convi@ them himfelf, before he
proceeded further ; and therefore watched them
fo clofely that he had one Day anr Qpportunity of
receiving ocular Satisfaltion that the Reports he
had heard were true. In fhort, he furpriz’d them
together. And though he was naturally Choler-
ick, yet he appear’d fo moderate on this occafion
as to leave them under difmal Apprehenfions of
. fomething worle té come after, The Refult was,
that they muft be parted,

Wha

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com




ABELARD and HELOISE. 17

‘Who can exprefs the Torment our Lovers felt
-upon this Separation | however it ferved oaly to
-unite their Hearts more firmly ; they were but the
more eager to fee one another. Difficulties en-
«creas’d their Defires, and put them upon any At.
tempts without regarding what might be the Con-
fequence. belard, finding it impofiible to live
without his dear Hekife, endeavourd to fettle a
Correfpondence with her by her Maid 4gaten, who
‘was a handfome brown Girl, well-fhap'd, and
likely enough to have pleas’d 2 Man who was not
otherwife engaged. Butwhat a Surprize was it to
onr Do&tor, to find this Girl refufe his Money,
and in recompence of the Services fhe was to de
him with her Miftrefs, demanded no lefs a Reward
than his Heart, and making him at once a plain °
Declaration of Love! Abelard, who could love
none but Helsife, tarn’d from her abruptly, without
-anfwering 2 Word. But a rejected Woman is a
dangerous Creature. dgaton koew well how to
revenge the Affront put upon her, and fail'd not
‘to acquaint Fulbert with Abelard’s Offers to her,
without faying a word how fhe had been difobli-
ged.  Fulbert thought it was time to look about
him. He thanked the Maid for her Care, and en~
‘ter’d into Meafures with her, how to keep Abelard
from vifiting his Niece.

The Do&or was now more.perplex’d than ever ;
he had no way left but to apply himfelf to Heloife's
Singing.Mafter : And the Gold which the Maid

B4 refufed,
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refufed, prevailed with him. By this Means A4be-
lard convey'd a Letter to Heloife: In which he ae~
quainted her that he intended to come and fee her
at Night, and that the Way he had contrived was
over the Garden-wall by the help of a Ladder of
Cords.  This Proje® fucceeded, and brought
them together. ~ After the firft Tranfports of this
fhort Interview, Heloife, who had found fome more
than ordinary Symptom: within her, acquainted
her Lover with it.  She had inform’d him of it
before by a Letter ; And now having this Oppor-
tanity to confult about it, they agreed that fhe
fhould go to a Sifter of his in Britany, at whofe
Houfe fhe might be privately brought to Bed.
But before they parted, he endeavour’d to comfort
her, and make her eafy in this Diftrefs, by giving
lier affurances of marriage. When Helife heard
this Propofal fhe peremptorily rejeéted it, and gave
fuch Reafons * for her Refufal, as left dbelard
in the greateft Aftonithment.

Indeed a Refufal of this Nature is fo extraordi-
nary a thing, that perhaps another Inftance of it is
notto be found in Hiftory. I perfuade myfelf
therefore, that I (hall not offend my Reader, if I
make fome few Remarks upon it. It often hap-
pens that the Paffion of Love ftifles or over-rules

® Sec Abelard’s Letter 1o Filintus, and Heloife’s fir# Letter
#9 Abelard,

the
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the Rebukes of Conlfcience ; but it is uwnufual for
itto extinguifh the Senfibility of Honour. I don’t
fpeak of Perfons of a mean Birth and no Educa-
tion; bat for others, all young Women, I fup-
pofe, that engage in Love Intrigues, flatter them-
felves with one of thefe Views; either they hope
they fhall not prove with Child, or they fhill con-
ceal it from the World, or they fhall get them-
felves married. As for fuch as refolve to deftroy
the Fruit of their Amours, there are but few fo
void of all natural Affc@ion, as to be capable of
this utmoft Degree of Barbarity. However this
thews plainly that if Love tyrannizes fometimes,
it is fuch a Tyrant as leaves Honour in Poffefion
of its Rights. Buat Heloife had a Paflion fo ftrong,
that fhe was not at all concerned for her Honour or
Reputation.  She was overjoy’d to find. herfelf
with Child, and yet (he did her utmoft not to be
married. Never fure was {o odd an Example, as
thefe two things made, when puc together. The
firlt was very extraordinary ; and how many young
Women in the World would rather be married to a
difagreeable Hufband, than live in a S ate of Re-
proach ? They know the Remecy is bad enough,
and will coft them dear; but what fignifies that,
fo long as the Name of hufband hides the Flaws
made in their Honour ? But as for Heloife, fhe
“was not {o nice in this Point. An excefs of Paffi-
on never heard of before, made her chu'e to be
Abelard’s Miftrefs rather than his Wife, We fhall
fee,
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fee, in the Courfe of this Hiftory, how firm fhe
‘was in this Refolution, with what Arguments the
fupported it, and how earneftly fhe perfuaded her
Gallant to be of the fame Mind. )

Abelard, who was willing to lofe no time, left
‘his dear Heloife thould fall into her Uncle’s Hands,
difguifed her in the Habit of a Nun, and fent her
away with the greateft Difpatch, hoping, that afte?
fhe was brought to Bed, he fhould have more lei-
fure to perfwade her to Marriage, by which they
might tkreen themfelves from the Reproach which
muft otherwife come upon them, as foon as the

Bufinefs thould be publickly known.

" As foon as Heloife was fet forward on her Jour-
ney, Abelard refolv’d to make Fusbert a Vifit in or-
-der to appeafe him, if poflible, and prevent the il
Effets of his juft Indignation.

The News that Heloife was privately withdrawn,
foon made a great Noife in the Neighbouthood ;
and seaching Fulbers’s Ears, fil’d him with Grief
and Melancholly. Befides thac he had a very ten-
der AffeQion for his Niece, and could nut live
without her, he had the utmoft Refentment of the
Affront which Abelard had put upon him, by aba.
fing the Freedom he had allowed him. This fired
him with fuch implacable Fury, as in the end fell
heavy upon our poor Lovers, and had very dread-
ful Confequences.

When Fulbert {aw Abelard, and heard from him
the Reafon why Heloife was withdrawn, never was

Mabo
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Mah in foch a Pafion. He abandon’d himfelf to
the utmoft Tranfaltions of Rage, Defpair, and
Thirft of Revenge. All the Affronts, Reproaches -
and Menaces that could be thought of were heaped
upon Abelard ; who was, poor Man, very Paflive,
and ready to make the Canon all the Satisfallion
he was able. He gave him leave to fay what he
pleafed ; and when he faw that he had tired him-
felf with exclaiming, he took up the Difcourfe,
and ing=nuoufly confeft his Crime. Then he had
Recourfe to all the Prayers, Submiffions and Pro-
mifes he could invent; and begg’d of him to con-
fider the Force of Love, and what Foils this Ty.
rant has given to the greateft Men : That the Oc-
cafion of the prefent Misfortune, was the moft vio-
lent Paflion that ever was ; that this Paflion conti-
nued ftill; and that he was ready to give both him
and his Niece all the Satisfa@ion which this fort of
Injury required. Will you marry her then ? faid
Fulbert, interrapting him. Yes, replied 4belard,
if you pleafe, and fhe will confent. If I pleafe!
faid the Canon, paufing a little; if fhe will con-
fent | And do you queftion either? Upon this
he was going to offer him his Reafons, after his,
hafty way, why they fhould be married : But 4%e-
Jard entreated him to fupprefs his Paflion a while,
and hear what he had to offer: Which was, that
their Marriage might for fome time be ket fecret.
No, fays the Canon ; the Difhonour you have
gdope my Niece is publick, and the Reparation you

make
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make her fhall be fo too. But Abelard told him,
that fince they were to be one Family, he hoped he
would confider his Intereft as his own. At laft,
after a great many Entreaties, Fulbert feemed con-

tent it thould be as Abelard defired, that he fhould.

marry Heboife after fhe was brought to Bed, and that
inthe mean time the Bufinefs fhould be kept Secret.

Abelard, having given his Scholars a Vacation,
returned into Britany, to vifit his defigned Spoufe,
and to acouaint her with what had pafled. She
was not at all concern’d at her Uncle's Difplea-
-dure ; but that which troubled her was, the Refo-

lution which fhe faw her Lover had taken to marry.

her. She endeavour'd to diffuade him from it with
all the Arguments the could think of. She begun
with reprefenting to him the Wrong he did himfelf
in thinking of Marriage : That as fhe never loved
him but for his own fake, fhe prefers’d his Glory,
Reputation and Intereft before her own. I know
my Uncle, faid fhe, will never be pacified with any
thing we can do : And what Honour fhall 1 get by
being your Wife, when at the fame time [ certainly
ruin your Reputation ! What Curfe may I notjuft-
ly fear, fhould I rob the World of fo Eminent a
Perfon as you are ? What an Injury fhall I do the
Church? How much fhall [ difoblige the Learn-
ed ? And what a'Shame and Difparagement will
it be to you, whaom Nature has fitted for the Pub-
lick Goced, to devote yourfelf eatirely to a Wife 2
Remember what St. Paul laye, drt thou loofed from
/ aWife ?
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a Wife? feck not a wife ? If neither this great
Man, nor the Fathers of the Chureh, ean make
you change your Refolution, confider at leaft what
your Philofophers fay of it. Sscrates has proved,
by many Arguments, that a Wife Man ought not
to marry. Tully put away his Wife Terentia ; and
when Hircius offered him his Sifter in Marriage, he -
told him he defired to be excufed, becauie he could
never bring himfelf to divide hisThovghts between
his Books and his Wife. In fhort, {aid the, how
can the Study of Divinity and Philofophy comport
with the #ries of Children, the Songs of Nurfes,
and all the Hurry of a Family ? What an odd
fight will it be, to fee Maids and Scholars, Defks
and Cradles, Books and Diftaffs, Pens and Spin-
dles one among another ? Thofe who are Rich
are never difturb’d with the Care and Charges of
Houfekeeping. Buat with you Scholars it is far
otherwife. ® He_ that will get an Eflate muft
mind the Affairs of the World, and confequently is
taken off from the ftudy of Divinity and Philofo-
phy. Obferve the Conduét of the Wife Pagans in
this Point, who preferr’d a fingle Life before Mar-
riage, and be atham’d that you cannot come up to
them. Be more carcfal to maintain the Charalter
and Diguoity of a Philofopher. Don't you know
that there is no A&ion of Life which draws after it

® Heloiffa debortabat me a nuptiis. Nuptice porconveniunt cum
philofophia, &c, Oper, Abel, p, 14.

{o.
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fo fure and long a Repentance, and to fo little Par«
pofe ? You fancy to yourfelf the Enjoyments you
fhall have in being bound to me by a Bond which
. nothing but Death can break: But know, there is
no fach thing as {weet Chains ; and there is &
thoufand times more Glory, Honour, and Pleafure
in keeping firm to a Union which Love alone has
eftablithed, which is fupported by mutual Efteem
and Merit, and which owes its continuance to no-
thing but the SatisfaClion of fecing each other free.
Shall the Laws and Cuftoms which the grofs and
carnal World has invented, hold us together more
furely than the Bonds of mutual Affe@ion ? Take
my word for it, you’ll fee me too often, when you
fee me every Day : you’ll have no Value for my
Love nor Favours, when they are due to you, and
coft you no Care, Perhaps you dou’c think of all
this at prefent ; bat you'll think of nothing elfe
when it will be too late. I don’t take notice what
the World will fay, to {fee 2 Man in your Circum+
ftances get him a Wife, and fo throw away your
Reputation, your Fortune, and your Quiet. In
fhort, continued fhe, the Quality of Miftrefs is a
hundred times more pleafing to me, than that of
Wife. Cuftom indeed has given a Dignity to this
latter Name, and we are impofed upon by it ; bat
Heaven is my Witnefs, I had rather be Abelard's
Miftrefs, than lawful Wife to the Emperor of the
whole World. I am very fure I fhall always pre-

fer your Advantage and Satisfa&tion, before my
own
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ewn Honour, and all the Reputation, Weakh,
and Enjoyments, which the moft {plendid Magri--
age could bring me. Thus Heloife argued, and ad~
ded a great many more Reafons which I forbear o
relate, left I fhould tire my Reader. It is enongh-
for him to know, that they are chiefly grounded
upon her Preference of Love to Marriage, and Li~
berty to Neceffity.

We might therefore fuppofe that Hebi was
afraid left Marriage fhould prove the Tomb of
Love. The Count 4z Buffi, who pafles for the
Tranflator of fome of her Letters, makes this to
be her Meaning, theugh cloathed in delicate Lan—
guage. But if we examine thofe which the writ to-
Abelard after their Separation, and the Expreflions.
fhe ufes to put him in Mind, that he was indebted.
for the Pafion fhe had for him to nothing but Love:
itfelf, we muft allow that fhe had more refimed.
Nations, and that never Woman was fo difinter—
efted. Sheloved Abelard, ’tis true ; bat fhe decla-
red, it was not his Sex that the moft valued im.
him. ) : :

Some Authors * are of Opinion, that it was-
pot an Excefs of Love which made Aelard preds.
Heloife to Marriage, but only to quiet his Confci-
ence : Bur how can any one tell his Reafons for
Marriage, better than he himfelf ? Othess fayt,
that if H:/a:‘/e did really oppofe 4beara’s Defign of

® Moreri Did. T Fran, & Amboifz.
marrying
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marrying her fo earneftly, it was not becaule fhe
thought better of Concubinage than a married
Life ; but becaufe her Affeélion and Refpe&t for
her Lover, leading her to {eek his Honour and Ad:
vantage in all Things, the was afraid that by mar-
rying him, fhe fhould fland between him and a
Bithoprick, which fhe thought his Wit and Learn-
ing well deferved. But there is no fuch thing in
her Letters, nor in the long Account which dbelard
has left us of the Arguments which his Miftrefs
ufed to diffuade him from Marriage. Thefe are:
the Faults of many Authors, who put fuch Words
in the Mouths of Perfons, as are moft conformable
to their own Ideas. Itis often more advantageous
that a Woman fhould leave her Lover free for
Church-Dignities, than render him incapable of
them by Marriage. But is it juft therefore to fup-
pofe, that Heloyfe had any fuch Motives @ There
is indeed a known Story of a Man that was poffefl-
ed of a Prebend, and quitted it for a Wife., The
Day after the Wedding, he faid to his Bride, My
Dear, confider how paflionately I loved you, fince
1 loft my Prefcrment to marry you. Yon have
done a very foolifh thing, f(aid fhe; you might
have kept that, and have had me notwithftanding.

But to return to our Lovers. A modern Au-
thor, who well underftood buman Nature, has af-
firm'd ; + That Women by the Favours they grant to

;t M. de ia Bruyere.
Men
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Men grow the fonder of them ; but, on the contrary,
the Men groay more indifferent. 'THhis is not always
true. Abelard was not the lefs enamour’d with He-
bife, after fhe had given him the utmoft Proofs of
her Love ; and their Familiarity was fo far from
having abated his Flame, that it feems all the Elo.
quence of Heloife could not perfuade Abelard, that
he wrong’d himfelf in thinkirg to marry her, He
admir'd the Wit, the Paffion, and the Ingenuity of
his Minrefs ; but in thefe things he did not come
fhort of her : He knew fo well how to reprefent
to her the neceffity of Marriage, the Difcourfe
which he had about it with Fulbert, his Rage if
they declin’d it, and how dangerous it might be to
both of them, that at laft {lre confented to do what-
ever he pleas’d : but #ill with an inconceivable
Relu@ance, which fhew’d that the yielded for ne
other Reafon, but the fear of difobliging him.
Abelard was willing to be fiear his Miftrefs till
fhe was brought to Bed, whith in a fhort time fhe
was of a Boy. As foon as Helife was fit to go
Abroad, Abelard carried her to Paris, where they
were married in the moft private manner that could
be, having no other Company but Fulbert, and
two or three particular Friends., However, the
Wedding quickly came to be known, The News
of it was already whifper'd about ; People foon
began to talk of it more openly, till at lait they
mention'd it to the marricd Pair, Fulbert, who
was lefs concern’d to keep his Word, than to cover
C the

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



28 . Tk HisTtoay.of
the Reprbach of his Family, took care to fpread it

abroad. But Helife, who loved Abelard a thou--

fand times better than fhe did herfelf, and always

valued her dear Doflor’s Honour abeve her own,.
denied it witih the moft folemn Proteftations, and.

did all fhe could to make the World believe her.
She conftantly affirm’d, that the Reports of it were
mere Slanders; That 4bclard never propofed any.
fuch thing ; and if he had, fhe would never have

confented to it. In fhort, fhe denied it {o con--

fiantly, and with fuch Earneftnefs, that fhe was

generally believed. Many People thought,. and.

boldly affirm’d, that the Door’s Enemies had

fpread this Story on purpofe to leffen his Charaéter. .
Tkis Report came to Fusbers’s Ears, who, know--
ing that Heloife was the fole Author of it, fell into .+

{o outragious a Paffion at her, that after a thoufand
Reproaches and Menaces he procceded to ufe her

barbaroufly. But Abelard, who loved her never-

the worfe for being his Wife, could not fee this
many Days with Patience. He refolv’d therefore
to order Matters fo as to deliver her from this State

of Perfecution. To this purpofe they confulted.

together what Courfe was to be taken ; and agreed,

that for fetting them both free, her from the Power.

and ill Humour of her Uncle, and him from the
perfecuting Reports which went about of him, He-
Jboife fhould retire into a Convent, where the thould

tdke the Habit of a Nun, all but the Veil, that {o:

fhe might eafily come out again, when they fhould

have :
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havé a more favourable Opportunity. This De-
fign was propofed, approved, and executed, almoft
at the fame time. By this means they effeCtually
put a ftop to all Reports about their Marriage. But
the Canon was too dangerous a Perfon to be admit-
ted to this Confultation ; he would never have
agreed to their Propofal ; nor could he heéar of it
without the utmoft Rage. 'Twas then that he
conceived a new defire of Revenge, which he pur-
fued till he had executed it in the moft cruel man-
ner imaginable. This Retreat of Heloife gave him
the more fenfible Afli@ion; becaufe the was fo far
from covering her own Reputation, that the com-
pleated his Shame. He confider’d it as Abelard’s
Contrivance, and a frefh Inftance of his perfidious
Dealing towards him. And this Refle@ion put
him opon ftudying how to be reveng’d on them
both at one Stroke ; which aiming d¢ the Root of
the Mifchief, fhould for ever difable them from of-
fending again.

- While this Plot was in Agitation, the Lovers,
who were not apt to trouble their Heads about what
might happen, fpent their Time in the moft agree-.
able manner that could be. 4beard could not live
long without 2 fight of his dear Wife. He made
her frequent Vifits in the Convent of Argenteuil, to
which fhe was retired. The Nans of this Abby
enjoy’d a very free kind of Life : The Grates and’
Parlours were open enough. As for Hebife; the
had fuch excellent Qualifications, as made the

Cz2 good
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good Sifters very fond of her, and extreamly plea«
fed that they had fuch an amiable Companion.
And as they were not ignorant what Reports there:
were abroad, that the was married to the famous
Abelard, (tho® fhe denied it to the laft) the moft dif~
cerning among them, obferving the frequent Vi-
fits of the Doflor, eafily imagin’d that fhe had
Reafons for keeping herfelf private, and fo they
took her Cafe into Confideration, aand expreft a
wonderful Compaflion for her Misfortunes.

Some of them, whom Helife loved above the
reft, and in whom fhe put great Confidence, were
not alittle-aiding and affifting in the private Inter--
views which the had with A4be/ard, and in giving.
him Opportanities to. enter the Convent. The
amorous Do&or made the beft Ufe of every thing »
The Habit which Heloife wore, the Place where he
was to fee her, the Times and Seafons proper for
his Vifit; the Stratagems which muft be ufed to fa--

cilitate his Entrance, and carry him undifcover'd.

to Heloife's Chamber ; the Difficulties. they met
with, the Reafons they had for not letting it be-
known who they were ; and the fear they were in.
of being taken together z All this gave their A-
mours an Air of Novelty, and added to their law-:
ful Embraces all the Tafte of ftolen Delights,
- Thefe Excefles had then their Charms, but in
the end had fatal Confequences : The furious Ca-
non perfifting in his Defign of being revenged on
Jédaﬂl notwithftanding his Mamage with his
Niece,,
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' Niece, found Means to corrupt a Domeftick of
the Unfortanate Do&tor, who gave Admittance in-
to his Mafter’s Chamber to fome Affaffins hired by
Fylbert, who feized him in his Sleep, and cruelly
deprived him of his Manhood, but not his Life,
The Servant and his Accomplices fled for it ; the
wretched Abelard raifed fuch terrible Outcries, that
the People in the Houfe and the Neighbours being
alarm’d, haften’d to him, and gave him fuch fpee-
dy Afiiftance, that he was foon out of a Condition
of fearing Death.

The News of this Accident made a great Noife,
and its Singularity raifed the Curiofity of abun-
dance of Perfons, who came the next Day, as in
Proceflion, to fee, to lament and corhfort him. His
Scholars loudly bewailed his Misfortune, and the
Women diftinguith’d themfelves upon this Occa-
fion, by extraordinary Marks of Tendernefs. And
‘tis probable among the great Number of Ladies
which pity’d Abelard, there were fome with whom
he had been veryintimate : For his Philofophy did
not make him fcrupulous enough to efteem every
fmall Infidelity a Crime, when it did not leflen his
conftant Love of Helife.

This A&ion of Fulbert was too Tragical to pafs
unpunifh’d ; the traiterous Servant and one of the
Aflaffins were feized, and condemned to loftheir
Eyes, and to fuffer what they had done to dbelard.
But Fulbert denying he had any Share in the Ation,
faved himfelf from the Punifhment, with the Lofs

C3s only
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only of his Benefices. This Sentence did not fatis-

fy Abelard ; he made his Complaint to no purpofe
to the Bifhop and Canons, and if he had made a

Remonftrance at Rome, where he once had a defign

of carrying the Matter, ’tis probable he would have

had no better Succefs. It requires too much Mo-

ney to gain a Caufe there. QOne Foulgues, Prior of
Deuil, an intimate Friend of Abelard, wrote thus to

him upon the Occafion of his Misfortune. * If
you appeal to the Pope, without bringing an immenft
Sum of Maney, it will be ufelefs ; nothing can fatisfy

the Infinite Avarice and Luxury of the Romans. [
queftion if yom have enough for fuoh an Undertaking 5

and if you attempt it, nothing will perbaps remain but

the Vexation of baving flung away fo much Money,

They awho go to Rome without large Sums to fquander
away, will return juft as they went, the Expence of
their Fourney only excepted. But fince I am upon

Foulguess, Letter, which is too Extraordinary to be
pafled over in Silence, I thall give the Reader fomne

of its more remarkable Paffages, adding fome Re-

fle@tions which may make him Amends for thc

Trouble of a new Digreffion.

This Friend of Abeclard lays before him many
Advantages which might be drawn from his Mif-
fortune. He tells him, his extraordinary Talents,
Subnlty, Eloquence and Learning, had drawn
from all Parts an incredible Number of Auditors,

X This Letter is extant in Latin is Abelard’s Works,

and
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‘and fo fill'd him with exceflive Vanity : He hints
gently at another thing, which contribated not a
litle towards making him proud ; namely, that
the Women continually followed him, and gloried
in drawing him into their Snares. This Misfor-
.tune therefore would cure him of his Piide, and
free him from thofe Snares of Women which had
veduced him even to Indigence, tho’ his Profefiion
got him a large Revenue ; and now he would never
impoverith hitfelf by his Gallantries.

Hloife herfelf in fome Paffages of her Letters fays,
that there was neither Maid nor Wife *, who in.
Abelard’s Abfence did not form Defires for him,
.and in his Prefence was not inflamed wich Love :
That Queens themfelves and Ladies of the firfk
Quality envied the Pleafures fhe enjoy’d with him.
But we are not to take thefe Words of Hebifz in a
ftri& Senfe ; becaufe as the loved 4belard to Mad-
nefs, fo fhe imagin’d every one elfe did. Befides
that, Report to be fure hath added to the Truth.
It is not at all probable that a Man of Abelard’s
Senfe, and who according to all Appearance paffi-
.onately laved his Wife, fhould not be able to con-
fain himfelf in fome Bounds, but fhould fquander
away all his Money upon Miftrefles, even to the
not referving what was fufficient to provide for his

e

* Que conjugata, guz Virgo non concupifcebat abfentem, &
“non exardefcebat in prafentem ? Que Regina, vl prapotens Fae-
.mina Gaudiis meis non inwidebat wel Thalamis § ’

C 4 Neceffities
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Neceflities. Foulgues owns that he {peaks only up:
on Hear-fay, and in that no doabt Envy and Jea-
loufy had their Part.

Foulques tells him befides, that the Amputation
of a Part of his Body, of which he made fuch ill
Ufe, would fupprefs at the fame time a great many
troublefome Pafliqns, and procure him the Liberty
of refleling on himfelf, inftead of being burried tq
and fro by his Paﬂions His Meditations would be
no more interrupted by the Emotions of the Flefh,
and therefore he would be more fuccefsful in dxfco-
vering the Secrets of Nature. He reckons it as g
great Advantage to him, that he would no more be
the Terror of Hufbands, and mxght now lodge any

where without being fufpe@ed. * And forgets not
to acquaint him, he might converfe with the fineft
Women without any fear of thofe Temptations
which fometimes overpower even A ge itfelf, upon
the fight of fuch Objets. And laftly, he would
have the Happinefs of being exempt from the Illu-
fions of Sleep ; which Exemption, according to
him, is a peculiar Blefling.

‘It was with Reafon that Fou/ques reckons all
thefe as Advantages very extraordmary in the Life

of an Ecclefiatick ; ’tis eafy to obferve that, to a -

Perfon who devotes himfelf to Continence, nothing
can be more Happy than to be infenfible to Beauty
and Love ; for they who cannot maintain their
Chaftity, but by continual Combats, are very un-
happy : The Life of fuch Perfons is unealy, their

‘ State

»
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State always doubtful. They but too much feel
the Trouble of their Warfare, and if they come
off vitorious in an Engagement, ’tis often with a
great many Wounds. Even fuch of them as in a
retired Life are at the greatett Diftance from
Temptations,by continually fruggling with their In-
clinations, and fetting Barriers againft the Irrupti-
ons of the Flefh, are in a miferable Condition.
Their Entrenchments are often forced ; and their
Confcience fill'd with Sorrow and Anxiety. What
Progrefs might one make'in the Ways of Virtue,
who is not cbliged to fight an Enemy for every
Foot of Ground ? Had Abelard’s Mistortune made
him indeed fuch as Fou/gues fuppofed, we fhould fee
him in his Letters exprefs his Motives of Comfort
with a better Grace. But though he now wasina
Condition not able to fatisfy a Paflion by which he
had foffered fo much, yet was he not infenfible at
the fight of thofe Objeéts which once gave him fo
much Pleafure. This Difcourfe therefore of Foul-
gues, far from comforting Abelard in his Afli&ion,
feems capable of producing the contrary Effe& ;
and it is altonithing if dbelard did not take it +fo,
and think he rather infulted him, and confcqnently
refent it.

As to Dreams, St. duftin informs us of the Ad.
vantage Foulgues tells his Friend he had gain’d, Sc.
Auflin implores the Grace of God to deliver him
from this fort of Weaknefs, and fays he gave Con-
{cnt to thofe things in his Sleep which he fhould .

abominate
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abominate awake, and lament exceedingly fb-
great a remaining Weaknefs.

Bat let us go on with this charitable Friend’s
Letter ; it hath too near a Relatien to this Hiftory,
to leave any part of it untouched. Matrimonial
Fun&ions (continues Foxlgues) and the Cares of a
Family, will not now hinder your Application to
pleafe God. And what a Happinefs is it, not te
be in a Capacity of Sinning ? and then he brings

" the Examples of St. Origen, and other Martyrs,
who rejoice now in Heaven, for their being upon
Earth in the fame Condition #belard laments.  As
if the Impoffibility of committing a Sin could fe-
care any one from defiring to do it. But &ne of
his greateft Motives of Comfort, and one upon
which he infifts the moft is, becaufe his Misfortune
is irreparable. This is indeed true in Fa&, but
the Confequence of his Reafoning is not fo certain,
Aict not yourfelf (fays he) becaufe your Misfortune
is of fuch a Nature as is never to be repaired,

It muft be'owned that the general Topicks of
Confolation have two Faces, and may therefore
be confidered very differently, even fo as to feem
Argoments for Sorrow. As for Inftance, oné

" might argue very juftly, that a Mother fhoold not
yield too much to Grief upon the Lofs of a Son,
becaufe her Tears are unavailable, and tho’ fhe
thould kill herfelf with Sorrow, fhe can never by
thefe Means bring her Son to Life. Yet this very
thing, that all the.can do' is ufelefs, is the maia |

Occafion-
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Occafion of her Grief ; fhe could bear it patiently,
could the any way retrieve her Lofs. When Solon
% Jamented the Death of his Son, and fome Friend
by way of Comfort told him, his Tears were infig-
nificant, that, {aid he, is the wery Reafon awhy I
weep.

But Foulgues argues much better afterwards ; he
fays, Abelard did not fuffer this in the Commiffion
of any ill A&, but fleeping peaceably in his Bed.
That is, he was not caught in any open Fa&, fuch
as has coft others the like Lofs. This is indecd a
much better Topick than the former, though it’
muft be allowed that dbelard had drawn this Mis-
fortune on himfelf by a Crime as bad as Adultery ;
yet the Fault was over, and he had made all the
Reparation which was in his Power, and when
they maimed him he thought no harm to any
Body.

Abelard’s Friend makes ufe likewife of other
confolatory Reafons in his Letter, and reprefents
to him after a very moving manner, the Part
which the Bifhop and Canon, and all the Ecclefi-
afticks of Paris, .took in his Difgrace, and the
Mourning there was, among the Inhabitants, and
efpecially the Women, upon this Occafion. Buc
in this Article of Confolation how comes it to pafs
that he makes no mention of Heloife 7 This ought
not to appear firange ; fhe was the molft injured,

* Diog. Lacrt, A )
and
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and therefore queftionlefs her Sorrows were fufficie
ently known to him, and it would be no News to’
tell the Hofband that his Wife was in the utmoft
Afflition for him., For as we obferved before,
sho’ fhe was in a Convent, the had not renounced’
her Husband, and thofe frequent Vifits he made’
her were not fpent in reading Homilies. But let
us make an End of our Refle®ions on Foulgues’s cu-
viows Letter. Foulques, after advifing Abclard not
to think of carrying the matter before the Pope, by
affuring him that it required too great Expence to
obtain any Satisfaction at that Court, concludes all
with this laft Motive of Confo'ation, that the ima-
gined Happinefs he had loft was always accompa-
nied with abandance of Vexation, but if he perfe-
vered in his Spirit of Refignation, he would with-
out coubt at the laft Day obtain that Juftice he had
row failed of. ’Tis great Pity we have not 4be-
dard’s Anfwer to this delicate Letter, the Matter
then would look like one of [o#’s Dialogues with’
kis Friends. A¥e/ard would generally have enough
to reply, and Foulgues would often be but a forry
Comforter. However it is certain this Letter was
of fome Weight with Abelard, for 'we find after-
wards he never thought of making a Voyage to
Rome. Refolved to bear his Calamity patiently,
be left to God the avenging of the cruel and

fhameful Abufe he had {uffered.
But let us return to Hrlife. °Tis probable her
Friends of the Convent of Argenteuil/ eonceal’d fo
heavy
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heavy a Misfortune from her for fome Time ; bat
at laft the heard the fatal News : Though the Rage
and Fury of her Uncle threatened her long fince
with fome Pupithment, yet could fhe never fufped
any thing of this Nature, It will be faying too lic-
tle to tell the Reader the felt all the Shame and
Sorrow that is poffible. She only can exprefs
thofe violent Emotions of her Soul upon fo fevere
an Occafion.
* In all Probability this Misfortune of Abelard
would have been a therough Care of her Paffion,
if we might argue from like Cafes: but there is
no Rule fo general as not to admit of fome Excep-
tions ; and Helife’s Love upon this fevere Tryal
proved like Queen Stratomice’s, who was not lefs
paflionate for her Favourite Combabus, when fhe dif~
cover'd his Impotence, than fhe had been before.
Shame and.Sorrow had no lefs feized Abelard
than Heboife, nor dared he ever after appear in the
World. So that he refolved, immediately upon
his Cure, to banith himfelf from the fight of Men,
and hide himfelf in the Darknefs of a Monaftick
Life ; avoiding all Converfation with any kind of
Perfons excepting his dear Hebife, by whofe Com-
pany he endeavoured to comfort himfelf; But fhe
at laft refolved to follow his Example, and conti-
nue for ever in the Convent of Argeatesil where fhe
was, Abelard himfelf confefles that Shame, rather
than Devotion, had made him take the Habit of a
Monk ; and that it was Jealoufy, more than Love,
which
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which engaged him to perfuade Hebife to be Pros
fefs’d before he had made his Vow. The Letters
which follow this Hiftory will inform us after what
Manner and with what Refolution they feparated.
Heloife in the Twenty Second Year of her Age ge-
neroufly quitted the World, and renounced all
thofe Pleafures fhe might reafonably have promis'd
herfelf; to Sacrifice herfelf entirely to the Fidelity
and Obedience fthe owed her Husband, and to pro-
cure him that Eafe of Mind which he faid he could
no other ways hope for.

Time making Abelard’s Misfortune familiar to
him, he now entertained Thoughts of Ambition,
and of fupporting the Reputation he had gained.
of the mofl learned Man of the Age. He began
with explaining the 4&s of the Apofiles to the Monks
of the Monaftery of St. Dennis to which he had
retired ; but the Diforders of the Abby, and the
Debauches of the Abbot, which, equally with his
Dignity, were fuperior to thofe of the fimple
Mouks, quickly drove him thence. He had made
himfelf uneafy to them, by cenfuring their Irregu«
larity. 'They were glad to part with him, and he
to leave them, .

As foon as he had obtained leave of the Abbot,
he retired to 7hibaud in Champain, where he fet up
a School ; perfuading himfelf that his Reputation
would bring him a great number of Scholars,
And indeed they flock'd to him, not only from the
moft diftant Provinces of Franmce, but alfo from

' Rome,
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Rome, Spain, England-and Germany, in fach Num-
bers that the Towns could not provide Accommo-
dation, nor the Country Provifions enough for
them *. But Abe/ard did not forefee that this Suc-
cefs and Reputation would at the fame time occa-
fion him new Troubles. He had made himfelf
two confiderable Enemies at Laen, Alberick of
Rbeims, and Lotulf of Lombard;, who, as foonas
they perceived how prejudicial his Reputation was
to their Schools, fought all Occafions to ruin him :
and thought they had a lucky Handle to do fo
from a Book of his entitled The Myfery of the
Trinity ; this they pretended was Heretical,
and through the Archbifhop’s Meaas they procured:
a Council at Soiffons in the Year 1121 ; and without
foffering Abelard to make any Defence, ordered
his Book to be burnt by his own Hands, and him—
felf to be confined to the Convent of St. Medard.
This Sentence gave him fuch Grief, that he fays
himfelf the unhappy Fate of his Writings touched
him more fenfibly than the Misfortune he had fuf-
fer'd thro’ Fulbert’s Means, Nor was it only his
Fatherly Concern for his own Produtions, but the:
indelible Mark of Herefy which by this Means
was fixed on him, which fo exceedingly troubled.
him.. ;

- That the curious Reader may have a complea,
Knowledge of this Matter, I fhall here give an

-t Account

. ® Ad guas Scholas tansa Scholariam waltitudo confluxity, ut nee
docus Hofpitiis, nec terra fufficerct Akmentis, Abel, Oper. p. 192
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Account of that pretended Herefy which was
imputed to gbelard. The Occafion of his Writing
this Book was, that his Scholars demanded f Phi-
lofophical Arguments on that Subje&t; often urging
that it was impoffible to Believe what was not Un-
derftood ; That it was to abufe the World toPreach
a Do@trine, equally unintelligible to the Speaker
and Auditor; and that it was for the Blind to lead
the Blind. 'Thefe young Men were certainly in.
clined to Sabellinifm. Abelard’s Enemies however
did not accufe him of falling into this, but ano~
ther Herefy as bad, Tritheifm, though indeed he

was equally- free from both ; he explained the ’
Unity of the Godhead by Comparifons drawn
from Human Things, but according to a Paffage
of St. Bernard, ® one of his greateft Enemies, he
feemed to hold that no one ought to believe what
he could not give a Reafon for. However, fbe-
lard’s Treatife upon this Subjeét pleafed every one
except thofe of his own Profeflion, who, ftung.
with Envy, that he thould find oat Explanations
* which they could not have thought of, raifed fuch
a cry of Herefy upon him, that he and fome of
his Scholars had like to have been ftoned 1 by the
Mob.

Y Humanas & philofopbicas rationes requirchant, & plus gue
antelligi, quam que dici poffent effagitabant, Abel, Op.
® Bernardi Epift. 190.

+ Irame in Clero & Populo diffamaversnt, ut pend me popwlos
pancofque qui advenerant ex Difcipulis wofiris prima Die nofiri ad-:
wentus lapidarent ; dicentes me sres Deospradicare & [eripfiffe, ficus
:yh perfuafum fuerate .Abel, Op. p. 20. C
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‘Mob. By their powerful Cabals they prevailed
with Conan Bifhop of Premfie the Pope’s Legate,
who was Prefident of the Council to condemn’
his Book, pretending, that he afferted three Gods,
which they might eafily fuggeft, when he was fuf-
fered to make no Defence. ’Tis certain he was
very Orthodox in the Doétrine of the Trinity;
and all this Procefs againft him was only occafioned
by the Malice of his Enemies. His Logical Com-
parifon (and Logic was his Mafter-piece) proved
rather the three Divine Perfons One, than multi-
plied the Divine Nature into' three, His Compa-
tifon is, that as the three Propofitions * in a Syl-
logi{m are but one Truth, fo the Father, Son and
Holy Ghoft are but one Effence. And ’tis certain
the Inconveniences which may be drawn from this
Parallel are not more than what may be drawn
from the Comparifon of the three Dimenfions of
Solids, fo much infifted on by that famous Ostho-
dox Mathematician Dr. Wallis.of England. But
great Numbers of Pious and Learned Divines, who
have not been over-fubtle in Politicks, have been
perfecuted and condemned as well as Abelard, by
the Ignorance and Malice of their caballing Bre-
thren. ’

- A little after his Condemnation, Abelard was or-
dered to return to St. Dennis. The Liberty he had

® Sicut cadem oratio eff, propofitio, affumptio & conclufio, ita
eadem Effentia cf} Pater, It’iliu & Sp’in‘lumn.‘m. Abel. Op.

P 20.
D taken
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taken to cenfare the vitiows:Lives of the Monks had
raifed him a great many Enemies. Among thefe
was St. Bernard, nat upop the fame Motives as
thofe Mooks, but becaofe Abdard’s great Wit,
join’d with fo laofe and fenfual a Life, gave him
Jealoufy, who thought it impoffible the Heart
thould be defiled without the Head being likewife
tainted,

Scarce had he retarn’d to-St. Deanis, when one~
Day he dropt fonie Words, intimating he did not .
believe that the St. Demmis their -Patron was the.
Areopagite mention’d in the Scripture, there being
no Probability that he ever was in France. This
was immediately carried to the Abbor, who was
~ full of Joy, thathe had now a Handle to heighten
the. Accufations of Herefy againft him with fome.
Crime agajnft the State ; a Method frequently ufed
by this Sort of Gentlemen to make fure their Re- -
venge. In thofe Times too the contradi@ing the
Notions of the Monks was enough to prove 2 Man
an Atheift, Heretick, Rebel, or any thing : Learn-
ing .figuified nothing. If any one of a clearer
Head and larger Capacity had the Misfortune to be
fufpetted of Novelty, there was no way to aveid-
the general Perfecution of the Monks, but volan-
tarily banifhing himfelf. The Abbot immediately
affembled all the Houfe, and declared he would
deliver up to the fecular Power a Perfon who had.
dar’d to refle&k upon the Honour of the Kingdom -
and of the Crown. Aéelard very rightly p:dgmg-
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that fuch Threatdings werd rict to be defpifed, fled
by Night to Champain, to a Cloyfter of the Monk3
of Troies, and there patiently waited till the Storm
thould be over. After the Death of this Abbot,
which, very luckily for him, happened foon after his
Flight, he obtained Leave to live where he pleafed,
tho’ it was not without ufing fome Cunning. Heé
knew the Monks of fo rich a Houfe had fallen into
great Excefles, and were very obnoxious to the
Court, who would not fail to make their Profit of
it: He therefore procured it fhould be reprefented
to the Council, as very Difadvantageotis to his Ma=
jefty’s Intereft, that a Perfon who was continually
cenfuring the Lives of his Brethren fhould continué
any longer with them: This was immediately un-
derftood, and Orders given to fome great Man at
Court to démand of the Abbot and Monks, why
they kept 2 Perfon in their Houfe whofe Conduét
was fo difagrecable to them, and far from being
an Ornament to the Society, was a continunal Vex-
ation, by publithing their Faults ? This being
very opportunely moved to the new Abbot, he gave

Abelard 1eave to retire to what Cloifter he pleafed.
Abelard, who had indeed all the Qualities which
make a great Man, could not however bear, with<
out repining, the numerous Misfortunes with which
he faw himfelf embarrafs'd, and had frequent
Thoughts of publifhing a Manifefto to juftify him-
felf from the fcandalous Imputations his Enemies
had laid upon him, and to undeceive thofe whom
Da their
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» their Malice had-prejadiced againft him. But apon-
cooler Thoughts, he determined that it was better
to fay nothing, and to fhew them by his Silence
how unworthy he thought them of his Anger.
Thus being rather enraged than troubled at the In-
juries he had fuffered, he refolved to found a new
Society confifting chiefly of Monks.  To this pur-
pofe he chofe a Solitude in the Diocefe of Troies,
and upon fome Ground which was given him by
Permiffion of the Bifhop, he built a Jittle Houfe,
and a Chappel, which he dedicated to the moft
Holy Trinity.

Men of Learning were then fcarce, and the De-
fire of Science was beginning to {pread itfelf. Our
Exile was enquired after and found, Scholars
crowded to him from all Parts : They buile little
Huts, and were very liberal to their Mafter for his-
Le&ures ; content to live on Herbs and Roots and
Water, that they might have the Advantage of
Learning from fo Extraordinary. 2 Man ; and with
great Zeal they enlarged the Chappel, building
that and their Profeffor’s Houfe with Wood and
Stone.

- Upon this occafion, Abelard, to continue the
Memory of the Comfort he had received in this
Defart, dedicated his New-built Chappel to the
Holy Ghoft, by the Name of the Paraclete or Com-
forter. The Envy of Alberic and Lotxlf, which had
long fince perfecuted him, was firangely revived,
upon feeing fo many Scholars flock to him from all
Parts,
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Parts, notwithftanding the Inconveniences of the
Place, aid in contempt of the Mafters who might
fo cemmodioufly have been found in the Towns
and Cities.

Theéy now more than ever fought Occafions to
trouble him ; the Name of Paraclete furnifh’d them
with one; they gave out that this Novelty was a
Confequence of his former Herefy, and that it was
no more lawful to dedicate Churches to the Holy-
Ghoft, than to God the Father: That this Title
was a fubtle Art of inftilling that Poifon which he
darft not fpread openly ; and a Confequence of his
Heretical Do&rine which had been condemned al-
ready by a Council. This Report raifed a great
Clamour among Numbers of People, whom his
Enemies employ’d from all Sides, But the Perfe-
cution grew more terrible when St, Barrard and St.
Norbet declared againft him, two great Zealots,
fird with the Spirit of Reformation, and who de-
clared themfelves Reftorers of the Primitive Difcip-
line, and had wonderfully gain’d upon the Affe&ti-
ons of the Populace. They fpread fuch Scandal
againft him, that they prejudiced his Principal
. Friends, and forced thofe who ftill loved him not
to fhew it any ways, and upon thefe Accounts
made his Life fo bitter to him that he was upon the
Point of leaving Chriflendom®. But his Unhappi-

* S, 7 it) i um de i
Cbnjl;:ﬁ:r‘w:;vfbﬂe:;{;%p’ 'L‘;ﬂng‘fﬂif:jﬁ{"’;;{x::’xﬂ:’g::
1bi quieté fub quacunque tributi paétione inter inimicos Chrifli cbriffi=
ane vivere, Abel, Op. p. 32.

Dy nefs
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nefs would mot let him do a thing which might
have procured his Eafe ; but made him fill contis
noe with Chriftians, and with Monks (as himfe)f
exprefles it) worfe than Heathens.® :

The Duke of Britany, informed of his Misfor:
tunes, and of the Barbarity of his Enemi¢s, named
him to the Abby of St. Guildas in the Diocefe of
Pannes, at the Defire of the Manks, who had al-
ready ele@ed him for their Superior, Here he
thought he had found a Refage from the Rage of
his Enemies, but in Reality he had only chang'd
one Trouble for anothes. The profligate Lives
of the Monks, and the Arbitrarinefs of a Lord,
who had deprived them of the greater Part of theiy
Revenues, fo that they were obliged to maintain
their Miftrefles and Children at their own private
Expence, occafioned bim a thonfand Veexations and
Dangers. They feveral Times endeavour'd to
Poifon him in his ordinary Diet, but proving ua,
fuccefsful that way they try'd to do it in the Holy
Sacrament. Excommaunications, with which he
threazen’d the moft mutinpys, did not at all abate
the Diforder; he now feared the Poniard more
than Poifon, and compared his Cafe to His whom
the Tyrant of Syracufe caufed to be feated at his
‘Table, with a Sword l\angwg oyer him faften'd
only by 3 Thread.

"% Incedi in Chriftiancs atgue Managhos Gentibus lon;v Jaeviores
L rqen: bid, '

Whil
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" “Whilft Abelard thus fuffer'd in his Abby by his
Monks ; the Nuns of Argentueil, of whom Heloife
was Priorefs, grew fo licentious, that Sugger Abbot
of St. Dennis taking Advantage of their Irregulari«
ties, got Pofleffion of their Monaftery. He fent
the Original Writings to Rome, and having obtain’d
the Anfwer he defired, he expelled the'Nuns, and

. eftablifh’d in their Place Monks of his Order.

Some cenforious People upon reading this Paf-
fage will be apt to entertain firong Sufpicions of
Helojfe; and judge it probable that a Governor does
not behave well, when Diflclutenefs is known to
reignin the Society. I have never read that fhe
was included by. Name in the general Scandal of
the Society, and ‘therefore am cautious not :te
bring any Accufations againft her, Our Saviour
fays, No_one bath condsmn’d thes, neither do I condems
Thee.

Heloife, at her Departure from the Cor®ent of
Argentueil, apply’d to her Hufband ; who, by Per-
miffion of the Bifhop of Troies, gave her the Houfe
and Chappel of the Paraclte, with its Appenda-
ges; and placing there fome Nuns, founded @
Nunnery Pope Jnnocent 11. confirmed this Dona-
tion in the Year 1131. ‘This is the Origin of the
Abby of the Paraclete, of which Heloife was the firRk
Abbefs. Whatever her Conduét was among the
licentious Nuns of Argentueil, 'tis certain fhe lived
fo regular in this her new and laft Retreat, and be-
haved herfelf with that Prudence, Zeal and Piety,

-D.4 that

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



50 The HisTOoRrRY of

that fhe won the Hearts of all the World, and in 3
fmall time had abundance of Donations. Abelard
himf{elf fays, fhe had more in one Year, than he
could have expe@ed in all his Life, had he lived
there. The Bifhops loved her as their Child, the
Abbefles as their Sifler, and the World as their
Mother. It muft be owned fome Women have had
wonderful Talents for exciting Chriftian Charity,
The Abbefles which fucceeded Helnx/: have often
been of the greateit Families in the Kingdom,
There is a Lift of them in the Notes of Andreaw du
Chene upon Abelard’s Works, from the Time of the
Foundation in 1130, to 1615, but he has not

thought fit to take notice of Jane Chabst, who died-

the 25th of Fune 1593, and profefs’d the Protefiant
Religion, yet withoat marrying, or quitting hep
Habit, tho’ fhe'was driven from her Abby.

" After Abelard had fettled Heloife here, he made
frequent Journeys from Brizany to Champain, to'take
Care of the Intereft of this rifing Houfe, and to
eafe himfelf from the Vexations of his own Abby,
But Slander fo perpetually followed this unhappy
Man, that tho’ his prefent Condition was univer-
fally known; he was reproach’d with a remaining
voluptuous Paflion for his former Mxﬁrefs + He
‘complains of his hard Ufage in one of his Letters ;
but comforts himfelf by the Example of St, Ferom,
whofe Friendfhip with Paulz occafion’d Scandal
t00; and thought he entirely confuted their Ca-

lumnx
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lumny, -by remarking that even the moft Jealous

commit their Wives to the Cuftody of Eunuchs.
" The thing which gives the greatet Handle to
fufpe& Helvife’s Prudence, and that dbeard did not
think himfelf fafe with her, is his making a Refo-
lution to feparate himfelf for ever from her. Du-
ring his heing employ’d in eftablithing this new
Nunnery, and in .ordering their Affairs, as well
Temporal as Spiritual, he was diligent in perfuad-
ing her by frequent and pious Admonitions to fuch
a Separation ; and infifted that in order to make
their Retirement and Penitence more profitable, it
was abfolutely Neceffary they fhould ferioufly en-
deavour to forget each other, and for the futare
think of nothing but God. When he had given
her Direétion for her own Condu&, and Rules for
the Management of the Nuns, he took his laft
Leave of her and return’d to his Abby in Britany,
where he continued a long time withoat her hear-
ing any Meation of him.

By chance a Letter he wrote to one of his Friends
to comfort him under fome Difgraces, wherein he
had given him a long Account of all the Perfecuti-
ons he himfelf had fuffer'd, fell into Helife's
Hands. She knew by the Superfcription from
whom it came, and her,Curiofity made her open it;
the reading the Particulars of a Story fhe was fo
much concern'd in renew’d all her Paffion, and fhe
hence took an Occafion to write to him, complain-
ing of his long Silence.  4be/ard could not forbear

» anfwering
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.anfwering her; this occafion’d the feveral Letters
between them which follow this Hiftory ; and ia
thefe we may obferve how high a Woman is capa-
ble of raifing the Sentiments of her Heart, when
poffels’d of a great deal of Wit and Learning, as
well as a moft violent Love.

fhall not tire the Reader with any further Re-
fle@ions on the Letters of thefe two Lovers, but
leave them entirely to his own Judgment : only re-
warking, that he ought not to be furprifed to find
Heloife's more Tender, Paffionate and Exprefiive
than thofe of dbddard : She was Younger, and con-
fequently more Ardent than he. The fad Condi-
sion he was in had not altered her Love. Befides,
fhe retired only in Complaifance to a Man fhe
blindly yielded to ; and refolved to preferve her
Fidelity inviolable, fhe ftrove to conquer her De-
fires, and make a Virtue of Neceflity. But the
Weakne(s of her Sex continually returned, and fhe
felt the Force of Love in Spite of all Refiftance, It
‘was not the fame with Abelard ; fortho" it was a
"Miftake to think, thatby not being in a Condition
-of fatisfying his Paffion, he was, as Hekife imagi-
med, wholly deliver'd from the Thorn of Senfuali-
3y ; yet he was truly forry for the Diforders of his
paft Life, he was fincerely Penitent, and therefore
“his Letters are lefs Violent and Paffionate thanthofe

«of Hebife.
" About Ten Years after Abelard had retired to his
Abby, where Study .was his chief Bufinefs, his
~Enemies,
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Enemies, who had refolved to Petfecute him to the
laft, were careful not to let him enjoy the Eafe of
Retirement : They thooght he was not fufficiently
plagned with his Monks, and therefore brought a
new Procefs of Herefy againft him beforethe Arch-
bithop of Sens. He defired he might have the Li-
berty of defending his Doélrine before 3 publick
Affembly, and it was granted him. Upon this
Account the Council of Sens was Affembled, in
which Louis the VIIth aflited in Perfon, in the
Year 1140.  St. Bernard was the Accufer, and de-
livered to the Affembly fome Propoﬁtiona drawn
from Abelard’s Book, which were read in the Coun-
cil.  This Accufation gave Abelard fuch Fears,
and was managed with fuch inveterate Malice by
his Enemies, and with fuch great Unfairnefs in
drawing Confequences he never thopght of ; thag
imagining he had Friends at Rame who would pro-
tect his Innogence, he made an Appeal to thePope.
The Council, notwithftanding his Appeal, con-
demn’d his Book, but did not meddle with his Per-
fon ; and gave an Account of the whole Proceed-
ing to Pope Jamocept 11 ; praying him to confirm
their Sentence, St. Bermard had been fo early in
prepofi¢fing the Pontiff, that he gat the Sentence
confirmed before Abelard heard any thing of it, or
bad any Time to prefent himfelf before the Tribu-
nal, to which he had appealed. His Holisefs or-
gered befides, that Abelard’s Books fhou!d be burnt,

himfelf

'
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himfelf confined, and for ever prohibited froin
‘Teaehing.

" This Paffage of St. Bernard's Life is not mach
for the Honour of . his Memory : And whether he

-took the Trouble himfelf to extra& the condemn’d

Propofitions from Abelara’s Works, or intrufted it
to another Hand, tis certain the Paper he gavein
contain’d many things which 4belard never wrote,
and others which he did not mean in the Senfe im-
puted to him.

When a few particular Expreflions are urged toe
rigidly, and unthought-of Confequences drawn
from fome Affertions, and no Regard is had to the
general Tntent and Scope of an Author, it is no dif-
ficult Mazter to find Errors in any Book. For this
Reafon Beranger of Poitiers, Abelard’s Scholar, de-

" fended his Mafter againft St. Bernar d, telling him,

he ought not to Perfecute others, whofe own Wri-
tings were not exempt from Errors ; demonftrating
that he himfelf had advanced a Pofition, which he
would not have fail'd to have inferted in hisExtra&t
as 2 monftrous Do&rine, if he had found itin the
Writings of Abelard.

Some time after Zbelard’s €ondemnation, the
Pope was appeafed at the Sollicitation of the Abbot
of €lugni, who received this unfortunate Gentle-
man in his Monaftery with great Humanity, recon-
¢il’d him with St. Bernard, and admitted him tobe
a Religious 'of his Society.

' + This
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* “T'his was Abelard’s 1aft Retirement, in which he
found all manner of Kindnefs ; he read Letures to
the Monks, and was equally humble and laborious.
At laft growing weak, and afflited with a Compli-
cation of Difeafes, he was fent to the Priory of St.
Marcel upon the Saone, near Chalons, avery agreea-
ble Place, where he died the 21ft of Apri/, 1142,
in the 63d Year of his Age. His Corps was fent
to the Chappel of the Payaclete, to Helbife, to be
interred, aceording to her former Requeft of him,
and to his own Defire. The Abbot of Clugni,
when he fent the Body to Hekifz, according to the
Cuftom of thofe Times, fent with it an Abf{olution
“to be fixed together with his Epitaph on his Grave-
ftone, which Abfolution was as follows.

FPeter Abbot of Clugni, having received Fathew
Abelard into the number of my Religious, and noww
given leave that bis Body be privately convey'd to the
Abby of the Paraclete, to be difpofed of by Heloife,
Abbefs of the fame Abbey ; do by the Authority of God
and all the Saints, abfolve the faid Abelard from aél
bis Sins ™.

Hebsife, who furvived him twenty Years, had all
the leifure that could be to effe&t the Cure of her

$ Epo Petrus Cluniacenfis Abbas, gui Pet, Abzlardum in Mo~
nacum Cluniacenfem recepi, & corpus ejus furtim dilatum Eeloiffa
Abbatiffe & Monialibus Paracleti conceffi, Autboritate omnipoten-
sit Dei & omnium San&iorum, abfolve¥enm pro officio ab omnibus
. pescatis fuis

.« : unhnp;;y

v
DoWwnloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



-
by

56 - The HtsToRr ¥ of

unhappy Paflion. Alas ! fhe was very long about
it | She paft the reft of her Days like a Religious
and devout Abbefs, frequent in Prager, and entire=
ly employed in the Regulation of her Seciety. She
loved Study, and being a.Miftrefs of the learned
Languages, the Latin, Greck and Hebreaw, fhe wes
efteemed a Miracle of Learning. Abelord, in a
Letter he wrote tothe Religious of his new Houfe,
fays exprelly, that Hebife underfloed thefe three
Languages. The Abbot of Clugni likewife, in a
Letter he wrote to her, tells her, fhe excelld inm
Learning not only all her Sex, but the greateft
part of Men ®*.  And in the Calender of the Houfe
of the Paraclete, fhe is tecorded in thefe words :
Heloife, Mother and firft Abbefs of this Place, famous .
for ber Learning and Religion. 1 muft not here pafs
by a Caftom the Religious of the Paraciete now
bave to commemorate how learned their firft Ab«
befs was in the Greek, which is, that every Yearon
the Day of Pentecoft they peform divine Service in
the Greet Tongne. What aridiculous Vanity |
Francis D’ Amboifz tells us, how fubtilly one Day.
fhe fatisfied 3t. Bernard, upon his alking her, why
in her Abbey when they recited the Lord’s Prayer,
they did not fay, Giwe us this Day our Da1Ly
Bread, bur Grve us thhs Day ou# SUPERSUBSTANS
TiaL Brcad, by an Argoment drawn from the

T )

® Studio tvo & Mu?i:'rl: omnes evicifti, & pend wires univesfes
Superafti, Abel. Op,
' a Originals,
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Qriginals, -afirming we ought to follow the Greek.
Verfion of the Gofpel St. Maithew wrote in Hes
brew. Without doubt it was not a little {urprifing
to St. Bermard, to hear a Woman pofe him in
a Controverfy, by citing a Greed Text. *Tis true, .
fome Authors fay Abelard made this Anfwer to St.
Bernard, after hearing from Heloife, that Obje&ions
were made to that Form of Prayer, However the -
Cafe was, a Woman with a {mall competency of *
Learning, might in thofe times pafs for a Miracle ;-
and tho’ fhe might not equal thofe Defcriptions:
which have been given of her, yet the may deferv+:
edly be placed in the Rank of Women of the great-
cft Learning. Nor was the lefs remarkable for her
Piety, Patience, and Refignation, during her Sick-
nefles in the later part of her Life. She died the-
17th of May, 1163. ’Tis faid fhe defired to be
baried in the fame Tomb with her Abelard,. tho””
that probably was not execated. Francis D" dmboife
fays, he faw at the Convent the Tombs of the "
Founder and Foundrefs near togéther. However, .
3 Manafcript of Tours give us an Account of an ex-
traordinary Miracle which happened when Zbelard’s .
Grave was opened for Helojf’s Body, namely, that -
Abelard ftietched out his Arms-to receive her, and .
embraced her clofely ; tho’ there were twenty good :
Years pafs'd fince he died. But that is a fmall mat--
ter to 2 Writer of Miracles.

I fhall conclude this Hiftory with an Ep:taph on-
Abelard, which the Abbot of Cingni fent Hekife,
and -
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and which is now to be read on his Tomb; it hath
nothing in it delicate either for Thought or Lan-
guage, and will fcarcely bear a Tranflation, It is
only added here for the fake of the Curious, and
as an Tnftance of the Refpett paid to the Memory
of {o great a Man, and one whom Eavy had load-
ed with the greateft Defamations.

ET RUS in bac petra latitat, quem mundus
Homerum
Clamabat, fed jam fidera fidus babent.
Sol erat bic Gallis, fed eum jam fata tulerunt :
Ergo caret Regio Gallica Sole fuo.
Tlie feiens quid quid fuit ulli Jcibile, wicit
Artifices, artes abfque docente docens.
Undecimee Maij Petrum rapuere Calende.
Privantes Logices atria Rege fuo.
Ef fatis, in sumulo Petrus hic jacit Abelaydus,
 Cui foli patuit [cibile quid quid erat.

Alloyum n\?v:rate:, Plato maximus Heperiarum
Nofler Ariftoteles, Logicis (quicumqué fuerust)

Aut par aut melior 5 fudiorum cognitus Orbi
Princeps, ingenio warius, fubtilis € acer.
Omnia i fvperans rationis & arte loquendi,
Abzlardus evat.  Sed nunc magis omnia wincit,
Cum Cluniacenfern Monacum, moremque profeffus,
Ad Cbrfﬂ‘: veram tranfivit Philofophiam,
In qua lingeve bene complens ultima vite,
Plnlaf phis quandogics bonis fo connumerandum
Spem dedit, undenas Maiso renovante Calendas.
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LETTERS

OF
ABELARD a2#d HELOISE.
LETTER I

ABELARD fo PHILINT VS,

D may be proper to aiquaint the Reader that the fol-
lowing Letter avas written by Abelard 0 a
Friend to comfort bim under foms Affii@ionsawbich had
befallen him, by aRecital of bis ovwn Suffferings,which
bad been much heavier. It contains a particular Ae-
count of his Amour with Heloife, and the unbappy
Confequences of it. This Letter was written fevebal
Years after Abelard’s Separation from Heloife.

D HE laft time we were together,P/nIm-
L us, you gave me a melancholy Ac-
count of your Misfortunes j I was féne

yoannefs. What did I not fay to flop yourTeanl
. E 1
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I laid before you all the Reafons Philofophy could *
furnifh, which I thought might any ways foften the -
Strokes of Fortune: But all'thefe Endeavours have -
proved ufelefs: Grief I perceive has wholly feized
your Spirits; and your Prudence, far from affiting,
feems quite to have forfaken you. But my fkilful
Friendfhip has found out an Expedient to relieve °

- you. Attend to mée a Moment, hear but the Sto--

ry of my Misfortunes ; and yours, Philintus, will be -
nothing, if you compare them with thofe of the lo--
ving and-unhappy Abe/ard,” Obférve, 1 befeech you, -

at what Expence-'I endeavour to ferve you ; and

think this no fmall Mark-of my.Affe@ion; for I am -
going to prefent you with the Relation of fuch Par--
ticulars asit is impoffible for me to recolle@ without ©~ #
piercing my Heart with the moft fenfible Aflition.”

.~ You know the Place where I was born, but not :
perhaps that I was born with thofe complexional -
Faules which Strangers charge upon our Nation, an
extreme Lightnefs of Temper,and great Inconftancy. -
I frankly own it, and fha]l be as free to acquaint you *
with thofe geod Qualities which were obferved in
me. I had a nataral Vivacity and Aptnefs for all -
the polite Arts. My Father was a Gentleman, and
a Man of good Parts; he loved the Wars, but differ'd |
in his Séntiments from many who follow that Pro-
feflion, He -thought it no Praife to be illiterate;;
bat in the Camp he'knew how to converfe at the
fame time with the Mufes-and Befoma. He was the -
fame in the Management of his Family, and:teek:

equal -
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kqbat Care to' form his Children to the Study of
Polite Learning, as to their Military Exercifes. As
1 was his eldeft, and confeguently his favourite Son,
he took more than ordinary Cate of my Education.
I had a natural Genius to Study; and made an.ex~
traordinary Progrefs in it. Smitten with the Love of
Books, and the Praifes which on all Sides weré
beftowed upon me; I afpired to no Reputation, but
What proceeded from Learning. To my Brothers
I left the Glory of Battels, dnd the Pomp of Tri-
umphis ; nay more, I yielded them up my Birth-
right and Patrimony. I knew Neteffity was the
great Spur to Study, and was afraid I fhould not
imerit the Title of Learned, if I diftinguithed my-
felf from others by nothing but & moreplentiful For-
tune. Of all theSciences, Logick was the tioft to my
Tafte. Such were the Arms I chofe to profefs. Fur-
nifhed with the Weapons of Reafoning, I took
Pleafure in going to public Difputationis, to win
Trophies § and wherever I heard that this Art
floarifhed, I ranged, like another Hexaider, from
Province to Provinte, to feek new Adverfaries,
with whom I might try my Strergth.

"The Ambition I had to become formidable in
Logick led me at laft to Paris, the Center of Polite-
hefs, and where the Science I was fo fmitten with,
had ufually been in the greateft Perfe&tion. I put
myfelf under the Dire&tion of one Champeanx aPro-
feffor, who had acquired the Chara&ter of the meft
Reitful Phxlofopher of his Age, by negative Bxcellen-

E 2 cies
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cies only, by being the leaft Ignorant. He received’
me with great Demonftrations of Kindniefs, but I
was not fo Happy as to pleafe him long: I' was tod
knowing in the Subjeis be difcourfed upon ; I
often confuted his Notions ; often in our Difputa-
tions I puthed agzood Argument fo home, that all his
Subtilty was not able to elude its Force. Jt was im--
poflible he fhould fee him{elf furpafled by his Scholar
without Refentment.: It is fometinres dangerous
to have too much-Merit. '

Envy increafed againft me proportionably. to my
Reputation. My Enemies endeavoured to interrupt
my Progrefs, but their Malice only provoked my
Courage. And meafuring my Abilities by the Jea-
loufy I had raifed, I thought I had no farther Occa-
fion for Champeaux’s LeQures, but rather that I was
fufficiently qualified to read to athers. I ftood for a
Place which was Vacant at Melun. My Mafter ufed
allhis Artifice todefeat my Hopes, but in vain; and
on this'Occafion, I triumphed over. his Cunning;
asbefore Thad done overhis Learning. My Le&ures
were always crouded, and my-Beginnings fo forto-
nate, that [ entirely obfcured the Renown of my fa.
mous Mafter. Fluthed with thefe happy Congquetts,
I- removed to Cordeil, to attack the Mafters there,
and fo eftablith my Charaéter of the ableft Logici-
an. The Viclence of Travelling.-threw me into a’
dangerous Diftemper, and ‘not being-able to recover
my Strength, my Phyficians, whoperhaps werein a
‘League with Clmn)mw advifed me toremovetomy

Native.

.
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‘Native Air. Thaus I voluntarily banithed myfelf for
fome Years. I leave you to imagine whether my
Abfence was not regretted by the better Sort. At
length I recovered my Health, when I received
News that my greateft Adverfary had taken the Ha-
bit of a Monk ; .you may think it was an A& of
Penitence for having perfecuted me; quitecontrary,
‘twas Ambition ; he refolved to raife himfelf to fome
Church Dignity, therefore fell intothebeatenTrack,
and took on him the Garb of feigned Aufterity ; for
this is the eafieft and (horteft Way to the higheft Ec-
clefiaftical Dignities. His Withes were fuccefsful,
and he obtained a Bithoprick : Yet did he not quit
Paris, and the Care of theSchools: He went to his
Diocefe to gather in his Revenues, but returned and
pafled the Reft of his Time in reading Le&ures to
thofe few Pupils which followed him. After this
I often engaged with him, and may replyto you as
Ajax did 1o the Greeks ;

Ifyou demand the Fortune of that Day

When faked on this right Hand your Honours lay,
I I did not oblige the Foe to yield, '
Yet did I never bafely quit the Field,

About this Time my Father Beranger, who to the
Age of Sixty had lived very agreeably, retired from
the World, and fhut himfelf up in a Cloifter, where
he offered up to Heaven the languid Remains of a
Life he could make no farther ufe of, My Mother,

E3 who

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



64 ABELARD & PHILINTUS,

who was yet young, took the fame Refolution.
She tursed aReligious, but did notentirely abandon,
the Satisfactjons of Life. Her Friends were cons
tinnally at the Grate.  And the Monaftery, when
one has an Inclination to make it fp, is exceeding
charming and pleafant. I was prefent when my
Mather was profefled. At my Return [ refolved to
ftudy Divinity, and inquired fora Dire&or in that
Stady. I wasrecommended to one Anfelm, the very
Oracle of his Time ; but to give you my own Opi-_
nion, one more venerable for his Age and Wrink-
les, than for his Genius or Learning. If you con-
fulted him spon any Difficulty, the fure Confequence
was to be much more uncertain in thePoint, They
whaq only faw him admired him, but thofe who rea-
foned with him were extremely diffatisfied. Hewas
a great Mafter of Words, and talked much, but,
meant nothing.  His Difcourfe was a Fire, which
inftead of enlightning obfcured every Thing with its.
Smoke ; a Tree beautified with Variety of Leayes
and Branches, but barren. I came to him with a
Defire to. Learn, but found him like the Fig-tree in
the Gofpel, or the old Oak to which Lucaz com-
pares Pompey. I continged not Jong underneath
his Shadow. I took for my Guides the Primitive
Fathers, and boldly launched into the Ocean of the
Holy Scriptares. In a fhort Time I made fucha
Progrefs, that others chofe me fay their Dire@tor.
The Number of my Scholars were mcredxhle, and
the Gra;umcs I rece:vcd from them were anfi werable

to
[
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+to the great Reputation I had acquired. Now I.
- found myfelf fafe in the Harbour, the Storms were
» pafled, and the Rage of my Enemies had {pent itfelf
- without Effe&.. Happy, had I known to make a
. right Ufe of this Calm ! But when the Mind is moft
eafy, ’tis moft expofed to Love, and even Secunty
here is the moft dangeraus State. '
And now, my Friead, I am going to expofeto
youallmy Weaknefles. AllMen, I believe,areunder
a Neceflity of paying Tribute, at fome Time or o-
ther, to Love, and it is vain to flrive to avoid
it. I was aPhilofopher, yet this Tyrantof the Mind
- triumphed over all my Wifdom ; his Darts were of
greater Force than all my Reafonings, and with
a fweet Conftraint he led me whither he pleafed.
Heaven, amidft an Abundance of Blefings with
which I was intoxicated, threw ina heavy Aflition.
1 became a moft fignal Example of its Vengeance ;
_and the more unhappy, becaufe having deprived me
of the Means of accomplithing my Satisfation, it
left me to the Fury of my Criminal Defires. I will
tell you, my dear Friend, the Particulars of my
Story, and leave you to judge whether I deferved fo
. fevere a Cotretion. ,
I had always an Averfion for thofe light Women,
. whom 'tis a Reproach to purfue; I was ambitious in
my Choice, and withed to find fome Obftacles, that
.I might farmount them with the greater Glory and
iPleafure.

E4.-, . There

-
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 There was in Paris a young Creature (2h Philin-
tus!) formed in a Prodigality of Nature, to fhew’
Marikind a finithed Compofition; dear Heloife! the
reputed Nicce of one Fulbert, a Canon.” Her Wit
and herBeauty would have fired the dulleft and moft
infenfible Heart ; and her Education was equally ad-
mirable. Heloife was a Miftre(s of the moft Polite
" Arts. You may eafily imagine, that this did not
a little help to captivate me : I faw her, I loved
her ; I refolved to endeavour to engage her Affec-
tions. The Thirft of Glory cooled immediately in
my Hem, and all my Paﬂions were loft in this
new one. I thought of nothing but Helsife; every
Thing brought hér Image to my Mind. I was
penfive, reftlefs, and my Paflion was fo violent as
to admit of no Reftraint, I was always vain and
prefamptive ; I flattered myfelf aiready with the
moft bewitching Hopes. My Reputation had fpread
itfelf every where; and could a virtuous Lady re-
fit a Man'that had confounded all the Learned of
the Age @ I was young——— could fhe fhew an In-
fenfibility to thofe Vows which my Heart never
formed for any but herfelf ? My Perfon was ad-
vantageous enough, and by my Drefs no one would
have fufpeéted me for a Dofor ; and Drefs, you
know, is not a little éngagmg' with Waomen. Be.
fides, I had Wit enough to write a Billet-doux, and
"hoped, if ever the permitted my abfent felf to en-
tertain her, the would read with Plcafurc thofe
Bxcathmgs of my Heart

Filled
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" Filled with thefe Notions I thought of nothing
but the Means to fpeak to her. Lovers either find
or make all Things eafy. By the Offices of com-

. mon Friends, I gained thc Acquamtance of Ful-

bert. And can you believe it, Philintus, he allowed
me the ann]ege of his Table, and an Apartment
in his Houfe : "I paid him indeed a confiderable
Sum, for Perfons of his Chara&ter do nothmgw:th-
out Money.  But what would I not have ngen ?
You, my dear Friend,know what Love is; imagine
then what a Pleafure it muft have been toa Heart {o'
inflamed as mine, to be always fo near the dear ob-
je& ot Defire ! I would not have exchanged my
happy Condition for that of the greateft Monarch
wpon Earth. * I faw Hebifz, 1 {poke to her,~ecach
A&ion, each confufed Look, told her the Trouble of
my Soul. And fhe,on theother Side, gave me Ground
to hope forevery Thing from her Generofity. Fulbert
defired me to infiraét her in Philofophy ; by this
Means I found Opportunities of being in private
with her, and yet I was fure of all Men the moft
timorous in declaring my Paffion.

As I was with her one Day alone, Charming
Heloife, faid [ bluthing, if you know yourfelf, you
will not be furprized with that Paffion you havein-
fpu'cd me with Uncommon as it is, I can exprefs
it bat with thecommon Terms Ilove you, a-
aorable Heloife! *Tillnow I thought Philofophy made
w Mafters of all our Paflions, and that it was a Re-
fuge from the Storms in which weak Mortals are

toffed
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: toffed and fhipwrecked : But you have deftroyed my
: Security, and broken this Philofophic Courage. I
- bave defpifed Riches; fonour and its Paggeantrics
-conld never raife a weak Thought in me : Beauty
aloue has fired my Soul ; happy if fhe who raifod
~this Paflion, kindly receives the Declaration ; but
-if it is an Offence — No, replied Heboife; the
- muft be very ignorant of your Merit, who can be of-
fended at your Paflion. But for my awn Repofe,.I
- with either that you had not made this Declaration,
-or that I were at Liberty not to fufpe& your Since-
rity. Ah divine Heloife,{aid I,flinging myfelfat her
Feet, I fwear by yourfelf—~I was going on tecon-
-vince her of the Truth of my Paffion, but heard a
Noife, and it was Fulbert : There was po avoiding
it, but I muft do a Violence to my Defire, and
-change the Difcourfe to fome other Subject,
After this, I found .frequent Opportunities - to
free Helvife from thofe Sufpicions, which: the gene-
-ral Infincerity of Men had raifedin her; andthe
stoo much defired what I faid were Truth, not to be~
lieve it. Thas there was a moft happy Underftand.
ing between uws. The fame Hoafe, the fame Love,
-united our Perfons and our Defires. How many foft
Momeuts did we pafs together ? We took all Op-
_portunities to exprefs to each other our mutual Af.
~feQtions,and were ingenious.in contriving [ncidents
>which might give us a plaufible Occafion of meet-
ing. Pyramis and.Thifbe’s Difcovery of the Crackin
the Wall, was but.a flight Reprefentation of our
; ' Love
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Love and its Sagacity. In the Dead of Night, when
Fulbert and his Domefticks were in a found Sleep,
we improved the Time, proper to the fweet Thefts
of Love: Not contenting ourfelves, like thofe une
fortunate Lovers, with giving infipid Kiffes to 2
Wall, we made ufe of all the Moments of aur charm-
ing Interviews. Inthe Place where we met we had
. no Lions to fear, and the Study of Philofophy ferved
us for a Blind. But I was fo far from making any
Advances inthe Sciences, that I loft all my Tafte of
them ; and when I was obliged to go from the Sighe
of my dear Miftrefs to my philofophical Exercifes,
twas with the utmoft Regret and Melancholy.
Love is incapable of being concealed ; a Word, a
Loak, nay Silence fpeaksit. My Scholars difcover-
ed it firt; they faw I had no longer that Vivacity of
Thoughs to which all Things were eafy : I could
now do nothing but write Verfes to footh my Paffi-
on: I quitted 4riflotle and his dry Maxims, to prac-
tife the Precepts of the more ingenions Owid. No-
> Day pafled in which I did not compofe amorous
Verfes. Love wasmy infpiring 4pollo. My Songs
were {pread abroad, and gained me frequent Ap-
plaufes, Thofe who were in Love as I was, took &
Pride in leasning them; and by luckily applying my
Thoughts and Verfes, have obtained Favours, which
perhaps they could not otherwife have gained : This
gave our Amours fuch an Ec/at, that the Loves of
Heloife and Abelard were the Subje of all Conver-
fations,

The
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. The Towntalk at laft reached Fulbers’s Earsg
it was with great Difficalty he gave Credit to what
he beard, forhe loved his Niece,and was prejudieed
ia my Favour ; but ,upon clofer Examination, he
began.to be lefs incredulous. He furprifed us in one
of our moredoft Converfations. How fatal fome-
times are the Confequences of Curiofity ! The Anger
of Fulbert feemed too moderate on this Occafion,and
I feared in the End fome more heavy Revenge. It
is impofible to exprefs the Griefand Regret which
filled my Soul, when I was obliged to leave the
Canon’s Houfe and my dear Heloife. But this Sepa-
-zation of our Perfons the more -firmly united our
Minds; and the defperate Condition we were re-
duced to, made us capable of attempting any
Thing.

My atrigaes gave me but little Shame, fo loving-
ly did I efteem the Occafion : Think what the gay
young Divinities faid, when Vu/can caught Mars and
the Goddefs of Beauty in his Net, and impute it al
¢o me. Fulbert furprifed me with Heloifz, and what
Man that hada Soul in him wonld not have born
any Ignominy on the fame Conditions ? The next
Day I provided myfelf of a private Lodging near
the loved Houfe, being refolved not to abandon my
Prey. I continued fome Time without appearing
pablickly, Ah how long did thofe few Moments
deem to me! When we fall from a State of Happi-
nefs, with what Impatience do we bear our Misfor-
tunes

k

’
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It being impoffible that I could live without fee-
ivg Heloife, I endeavoured to engage her Servant;
whofe Name was Agaton, in my Iatereft, fhe was
brown, well thaped, of a Perfon fuperior to the or-
dinary Rank ; her Features regular, and her Eyes
fparkling ; fit to raife Love in any Man whofe Heart
was not prepoffefled by another Paflion. I met her
alone, and intreated her to have Pity on a diftreffed
Lover. She anfwered, fhe would undertake any
Thing to ferve me, but there was a Reward——at’
thefe Words I opened my Purfe, and fhewed the
fhining Metal, which lays afleep Guards, forces a
Way through Rocks, and foftens the Hearts of the
thoft obdurate Fair. You are miftaken, faid fhe,
fmiling and fhaking her Head— you do not know
me; could Gold tempt me, a rich Abbot takes his
nightly Station, and fings under my Window ; he’
offers to fend me to his Abby, which, he fays, is
fituate in the moft pleafant Country in the World.
A Courtier offeryme a.confiderable Sum, and aflures
me I need have no Apprehenfions ;, for if our A-
mours have Confequences, he will. marry me to his
Gentleman, and give him a hand{ome Employment.
Tofay nothing of a young Officer, who patroles about
here every Night, and makes his Attacks after all
imaginable Forms. It muft be'Love only which
could oblige him to follow me; for I have not, like
yourgreat Ladies, any Rings or Jewels totempt him :
Yet daring all his Siege of Love, his Featherand hi»
embroidered Coat have not made any Breach in my
Hearty
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Heart: I fhall not quickly be bronght to eapisulaté;
I am too faithfil to my firft Conqueror— and thea
the looked earnefily ol me. I anfwered, I did not
tnderftand her Difcourfe. She replied, For a Man
of Senfe and Gallantry, you have a very flow Ap.
prehenfion ; Fam in Love with you, Abelard; 1
know you adere Heloife, I do not blame you; I dex
" fire only to enjoy the fecond Plate in yous Affe&i-
ons; I have a tender Heart, as well as my Miftre(s;
you may withoat Difficalty make Retarné to my
Paflion ; do not perplex yourfelf with unfathionablé
Scruples : A prudent Man ought to love feveral at
the fame Time ; if one thould fail, he is not thed
left unprovnded

You cannot imagine, Plnlmm, how muchi ¥ was
furprifed at thefe Words; fo entirely did I love He-
foife, that without refle@ing whether Agaton fpoke
any Thing reafonable or not, I immediately left her:
When I had gone a little Way from her, I looked
back, and faw her biting her Nails in the Rage of
Difappointment, which made me fear fome fatal
Confequences. She haftened to Fu/bert,and told him
the Offer I had made her, bat I {uppofe concealed
the other Part of the Story. The Canon never for=
gave this Affront ; I afterwards perceived he was
more deeply concerned for his Niece, than I at firfé
imagined. Let noLover hereafter follow my Exam:
ple: A Woman rejected is an ountrageous Creatare;
Agaton was Day and Night at her Window, on pur-

pofe to keep me at a Diftance from her Miftrefs, and
id
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fo gave her own Gallants Opportumty enough to'
difplay their féveral Abiljties.

I was infinitely: perplexed what Coutfe to take, -
atlaft I applied myfelf to my Hebsife's Singing-
mafter. The thining Metal, which hdd no Effe ot
Agaton, charmed him ; he was excellently qualified-
for conveying a Biller, with the greateft Dexterity
and Secrecy. He delivered one of ‘mine to Heloife, -
who, accordiag'to my Appointment, was ready at
the End of a Garden, the Wall of which I fcaled by
aLadder of Ropes. I confefs to you all my Failings, -
- Philintus, How would my Enemies, Cbampeaux and
Anfelp, have tnumphed bad they féen theredoubted - *
Philofopher in fuch a wretched Condition ? Well—-
I met my Soul’s Joy, my Heloife ; I fhall not de--
feribe our Traufports, they were not long ; for the-
firft News Heloife acquainted me with, plunged me-
in a thoufand Diftra@ions. A floating De/os was to *
be fought for, where fhe might be fafely delivered
of a Burthen fhe began already to feel. Without~
]oﬁng much Time-in debating, I made her prefent--
Iy quit the Canon’s Houfe, and at Break of DPay
‘depart for Britany ; where fhe, like another God-
defs, gave the World another .{pallo, which my
Sxﬁcr took Care of.

. This carrying off Hehife was fufficient Revenge
upon Fulbers. T¢ filled him with the deepeft Concern,’
and had like to have deprived him of all the little
Share of Wit which Heaven had allowed him. Hls
Sorrow and Lamentation gave the Cenforions an Oc-

cafion
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cafion of (ufpe&mg him for fomethmg more thad
the Uncle of Heloife.

In fhort, I began to pity his Misfortane, and to
think this Robbery which Love had made me com-
mit was a Sort of Treafon. I endeavoured to ap-
peafe his Anger by a fincere Confeflion of all that
was paft, and by hearty Engagements to marry
Heloife fecretly. He gave me his Confent, and with
many Proteftations and Embraces confirmed ouf
Reconciliation. But what Dependance can be
made on the Word of an ignorant Dewotee. He
was only plotting a ciuel Revenge, as you will fce
by what follows.

I took a Journey into Britany, in order to bnng
back my dear Heloife, whom I now confidered as my
Wife. When I had acquainted her with what had
pafled between the Canon and me, I found fhe was
of a contrary Opinion to me. She urged all that
was poflible to divert me from Marriage: That it
was a Bond always fatal to a Philofopher ; that the
Cries of Children and Cares of a Family were at<
terly inconfiftent with the Tranthty and Appli¢a-
tion which the Stady of Philofophy required. She
quoted to me all that was written on the Subje& by
T beophrafius, Cicero, and above all infifted on the ur<
fortunate Socrates, who quitted Life with Joy, be-
caufe by that Means he left Xantippe. Will it not be
more agreeable to me, faid fhe, tofee myfelf your
Miftrefs than your Wife ? And will not Love have
more Power than Marriage tokeéep our Hearts firmly

united ¥
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tinited ? Pleafurestafted {paringly,and withDifficalty, .
have always ahigher Relifh, while every Thing, by
being eafy and common, grows flat and infipid. .

I was unmoved by all this Reafoning. He/oife pre-
Vailed upon my Sifter to engage me. Lacilla (for
that was her Name) taking me afide one Day faid;
What do you intend, Brother? Is it poffible that
Abelard{hiould in earneft think of marrying Helife
She feems indeed to deferve a perpetual Affeition;
Beauty, Youth and Learning, all that tan make &
Perfon valuable, meet in her. You may adore all-
this if you pleafe ; but not to Ratter you, What is
Beaaty but 2 Flower, which may be blafted by the
leaft Fit of Sicknefs ? When thofe Features, with
which you have been fo captivated; fhall be funk, and
thofe Graces loft, you will too late repent that you
have efitangled yourfelf in a2 Chain, from whick
Death only can free you. I fhall fee you reduced to
the married Man’s only Hope of Survivorfhip.
Do youthink Learning oughttomake Helife more a-
miable ? I know fhe is not oneof thofe affeéted Fe-
inales, who are continually oppreflingyou with fine
Speeches, criticifing Books, and deciding apon the
Merit of Authors. When fuch a one is in the Fary
of her Difconrfe, Hufband, Friends; Servants, all
fly before her.  Helife has not this Fault ; yet 'tis
"Troublefome not tobe at Liberty to ufetheleaft im-
proper Expreflion before a Wife, which you bear
with Pleafare from a Miftrefs, '

F S Bt
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But you fay you are fure of the Affections of
Heloife ; 1 Believe it ; fhe has given you no ordinary
Proofs. But can you be fure Marriage will not be
the Tomb of her Love? The Name of Hufband
and Maffer are always harfh, and Hekife will not be
the Phenix you now think her. Will fhe not be &
Woinan ? Come, come, the Head of a Philofopher
is lefs fecure than thofe of other Men. My Sifter
grew warm in the Argument, and was going on to
give me a hundred more Reafons of thisKind ; but
I angrily interrupted her, telling her only, that fhe.
did not know Heloife. .

A few Days after we departed together from
Britany,and came to Paris, where I compleated my
Proje&t. ’Twas my Intent my Marriage thould be.
kept fecret, and therefore Helifz retired among the.
Nuns of Argenteuil.

I now thought Fulbert’s Anger difarmed ; 1 lived:
inPeace; butalas! our Marriage proved buta weak.
Defence againft his Revepge. Obferve, Philintus,
to what a Barbarity he purfued ic! He bribed my’
Servants; an Affaffincame into my Bedchamber by
Night with a Razor in his Hand, and found meina
deepSleep. I fuffered’themofffhameful Punifhment
that the Revengeofan Enemy couldinvent;in fhort,
without lofing my Life, I loft my Manhood. I was
punithed indeed in the offending Part; the Defire.
was left me, but not the Poflibility of fatisfying the
Paflion. - So cruel an AQlion efcaped not unpunith-;
ed ; the Villain fuffered the fame Infliction ; poor

Com-
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Comfort for fo irretrievable a Evil! I donfefs to
you, Shame more than any fincere Penitence made
me refolve to hide myfelf froin the Sight of Men,
yet could I not feparate myfelf from my Heloife.
Jealoufy took Pofleflion of my Mind ; and at the
very Expence of her Happinefs I decreed to difap-
point all Rivals: Before I put myfelf in a Cloyﬁer,
T obliged her to take the Habit, and retire into
the Nunnery of Argenteuil. Iremember fomebody
would have oppofed her makingfuch a cruel Sacri-
fice of herfelf, but fhe anfwered in the Words of
Cornelia afiér the Death of Pompey the Great.

—— O Conjux; egi te feelerata peremi,
— T fata extrema petente
Vita dignd fui ? Moriar < &8,

O my lov’d Lord! our fatal Marriage dricps

On thee this Doom, and I the guilty caufe !

Then awbilft thou go'ft the Extremes of Fate to prow,
Ul farethat Fate, and expiate thus my Love:

Speaking thefe Verfes, the marched up to the
Altar, and took the Veil with a Conftancy which I
could not have expetted in a Woman who had fo
high a Tafteof Pleafures which fhe mightftillenjoy.
I bluflied at my own Wedknefs, and without deli-
berating a Moment longer, I buried myfelfin a

. Cloyfter, refolved to vanquith a fruitlefs Paffion, X
now refle€ted that God had chaftifed me thus griev-
F2 . oully
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ouily, that he might fave me from that Deftru&tion :
in which I had liketo have been {wallowed up. In
order to avoid Idlenefs, the unhappy Incendiary of:
thofe criminal Flames- which had ruined me in the-
World, I endeavoured in my retirement to putthofe -
Talents to a good Ufe which I had before fo much*
abufed. I gave the Novices Rules of Divinity a- -
greeable to the Holy Fathers and Councils. In the
mean while the Enemies which my new-Fame had
raifed up, and efpecially Alberic and Lotulf, who,
after the Death of their Mafters Champeaux and:
Anfelm, aflumed the Sovereignty of Learning, began
to attack me. They loaded me with the falfeft Im-
putations, and notwithftanding all my Defence, I
had the Mortification to fee my Books condemned by-
a Council, and burnt. This was a cutting Sorrow, -
and believe me, Pbilintus, the former Calamity I-
fuffered by the: Cruelty of Fulbsrt, was nothing in
Comparifon to this. . _
The AffrontI had newly, received, and the fcanda--
lous Debaucheries of the Monks, obliged me to
banifth myfelf, and retire near to Nogent. I livedin:
d Defart, where I"flattered myfelf I fhould avoid
Fame, and be fecure from the Malice of my Ene-
mies. I wasagain deceived. The Defire of being -
taught by me, drew Crouds of Auditorseventhither.
Many left the Towns-and their Houfes; and came
andlivedin Tents; for Herbs, coarfe Fare, and hard :
Lodging, they abandoned the Delicacies of a plenti- -
ful Table and cafy. Life: Ilooked like the Prophet

int
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+in the Wildernefs attended by his Difciples. My
Leures were perfeétly clear from all that had been
vcondemned. And happy had it been if our Solitude
had been inacceffible to Envy ! With the confidera-
ble Gratuities I received, -I.built a Chapel, and de-
- dicated it to the Holy Ghoft, by the Name of the
, Paraclete. The Rage of my Enemies now awakened
again, and forced me to quit this Retreat. ThisI
did without much Difficulty. But firft the Bithop
of Troies gave me leave to eftablith there a Nunnery,
~which I did, and committed the Care of it to my
dear Heloife.  'When I had fettled her here, can you
- believe it, - Philintus, . 1 left her, without taking any
Leave. I did not wander long without any fettled
Habitation ;- for the Duke of Britasy, informed of
.my Misfortunes, named me to the Abbey of St.
- Guildas, where I now am, and where I fuffer every
Day frefh Perfecutions.,

I live in a barbarous Country, the Language of
which I don't underftand ; I have no Converfation
but with the rudeft People. My Walks are on the
imacceflible Shore of a Sea, which is perpetually

-Stormy. My Monks are only known by their Dif-
folutenefs, and living without any Rule or Order.
. Could you fee the Abbey, Pkilintss, youwould net
call it one, 'The Doors and Walls are without any:
-Ornament, except the Heads of \Wild Boars and
" Hind'’s Feet, which are nailed up againit them, and
- the Hides of frightful Animals, The Cells are hung
\wuh the Skins of Deer. The Monks have not fo
F3 much
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much as a Bell to wake them, the Cocks and Dogs
fupply that Defe&. In fhort, they pafs their whole
Days in Hunting ; would to Heaven that were their
greateft Fault| or that their Pleafures terminated
there | I endeavour in vain to recal them to their
Duty 5 they all ccmbine againft me, and I only ex-
pofe myfelf to contingal Vexations and Dangers. I
imagine I fe¢ every Moment a naked Sword hang
qver my Head. Sometimes they furround me, and
load me with infinite Abufes; fometimes they a~
bandon me, and I amleftalone tomy own torment-
ing Thoughts. I make it my Endeavourtomerit by
my Sufferings, and to appeafe an angry God. Some-.
times I grieve for the Lofs of the Houfe of the Para-
clege, and with to fee it again. Ah Philintus, does..
not the Love of Heloife ftill burn in my Heart? I
have not yet triumphed over that unhappy Paffion.
In the midft of my Retirement I figh, I weep, I
pine, I fpeak the dear Name Helife, and am pleafed
t0 hear the Sound. I complain of the Severity of"
Heaven. But oh! let us not deceive ourfelves :.
I have not made a right Ufe of Grace. I am tho-
roughly wretched. I have nat yet torn from my
Heart the deep Roots which Vice has planted in it.
For if my Converfion were fincere, how could I
take a Pleafure to relate my paft Follies? Could I
not moreeafily comfort myfelfin myAfflitions,could
1 mot turn to my Advantage thofe Words of God
bimfelf, If they havve perfecuted me they will alfo perfe-
cute you 3 if the World kate you, ye know that it hated.
me alfo? Come Philintus, let us makea Rrongf Ef-
’ ort,
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fort, turn our Misfortunes to our Advantage, make
them meritorious, or at leaft wipe out our Offen-
ces ; let us receive without Murmuring what comes
from the Hand of God, and let us not oppofe
our Will to his. Adien. I give you Advice
which could I myfelf follow, I thould be happy.

Fu LETTER
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-HELOISE 9 ABELARD.

The foregoing Letter awould prebably not have produced
any others, if it bad been delivered to the Perfon &g
svbom it was directed; but falling by Accident into
Heloife’s Hands, who kneaw the Charalier, foe open-
ed it, and read it 5 and, by that means, ber former
Paffion being awakened, fbe immediately fet berfelf tq
arite to ber Hufband, as follows.

® To ber Lord, ber Father, ber Hufband, ber Brotker ;
bis Servang, bis Child, bis Wife, bis Sifier, and tg
exprefi all that is Humble, Refpedful, and Lowing, te
ber Abelard Heloife awrites this.

Confolatory Letter of yours to 3
Friend, happened fome Days finceto
fall into my Hands; my Knowledge

3 3 Hand, foon gave me the Curiofity to
epen it : In Juftification of the Liberty I took, I
flattered myfelf I might claim a Sovereign Privilege

® Domino fuo, imo Patri 5 Conjugi fuo, ime fratri ; Amlla
Jua, imo filia j ipfius Uxor, ino Sorar 5 Abeelardo Heloiffay &ice

Abd. Pﬁ'o
over
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pver every Thing which came from you: Ner
was I fcrupulous to break through the Rules of
good Breeding, when it was to hear News of 4be-
fard: But how -dear did my Curiofity coft me ?
What Difturbancedid it occafion ? And how was
I farprized to find the whole Letter filled with 3
particular and melandholy Account of our Misfor-
tunes ? I met with my Name a hundred Times ; I
never {aw it without Fear ; fome heavy Calamity
always followed it : I faw yours too, equally un~
happy. Thefc mournful, but dear Remembrances,
put my Spirits into fuch a violent Motion, that I
thought it was too much to offer Comfortto a Friend
for a few flight Difgraces,. by fuch extraordinary
Means as the Reprefentation of our Sufferings and
Revolutions. What Reflelions did I not make? I
pegan to confider the whole afreth, and perceived
myfelf preffed with the fame Weight of Grief ag
when we firft began to be miferable. Though
Length of Time ought to have clofed up my
Wounds, yet the fecing them defcribed by your
Hand was fufficient to make them all open and
pleed afreth. Nothing can ever blot from my
Memory what you have fuffered in Defence of
your Writings. I cannot help thinking of the
rancorous Malice of Alberic and Lotuif. A cruel
Pricle, -and an injuréd Lover, will be always pre-
fent to my aking Sight. I fhall never forget what
Enemies your Learning, and what Envy your
Glory raifed againft you, I fhall never forget
your
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your Reputation, fo juftly acquired, torn to pieces,
and blafted by the inexorable Cruelty of half-
learned Pretenders to Science. Was not your
‘Treatife of Divinity condemned to be burnt?
Were you not threatned with perpetual Imprifon-
ment? In vain you urged in your Defence, that
your Enemies impofed on you Opinions quite dif-
ferent from your Meaning: In vain you con-
demned thofe Opinions ; all was of no Effec to-
wards your Juftification; twas refolved you fhould
be a Heretick. What did not thofe two falfe
Prophets * accufe you of, who declaimed fo fe-
verely againft you before the Council of Sens?
 What Scandals were vented on occafion of the
Name Paraclete given to your Chapel ? What 2
Storm was raifed againft you by the treacherous
Monks, when you did them the Honour to be cal-
led their Brother? This Hiftory of our nume-
rous Misfortanes, related in fo true and moving 2
Manner, made my Heart bleed within me: My
Tears, which I could not reftrain, have blotted
half vour Letter; I with they had effaced the
whole, and that I had returned it to you in that
Condition: I fhould then have been fatisfied with
the little Time I keptit; but it was demandcd of
me too foon.

I muft confefs T was much eafier in my Mind
before I read your Letter. Sure all the Misfor~
tunes of Lovers are conveyed to them through

their Eyes. Upon reading your Letter, I felt all
; mme_

# St, Bernard and St, Norbet,
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mine refiewed, I reproached myfelf for having
been fo long without venting my Sorrows, when:
the Rage of our unrelenting Enemies ftill burns
with the fame Fury. Since Length of Time,
which difarms the firongeft Hatred, feems but ta
aggravate theirs ; fince it is decreed that your Vir~
tue fhail be perfecuted ’till it takes refuge in the
(3rave, and even beyond that, your Afhes perhaps
will not be fuffered to reftin Peace ; Let me always
meditate on your Calamities, let me publifth them
through all the World, if poffible, to fhame an
Age that has pot known how to value you. I
will fpare no one, fince no one would intereft him-.
felf to protet you, . and your Enemies are never
weary of opprefling your Innocence. Alas! my
Memory is perpetually filled with bitter Remem-
brances of paft Evils, and arc there more to be
feared Rill 2 Shall my A4belard be never mentioned
without Tears 2 Shall the dear Name be never
fpoken but with Sighs 2 Obferve, I befeech you,
to what a wretched Condition you have reduced
me: Sad, affliled, without any poffible Comfort,
yolefs it proceed from you. Be not then unkind,
por deny me, I beg you, that little Relief which
you only can give. Let me have a faithful Ac-
count of all that concerns you. I would know eve-
ry Thing, be it ever fo unfortunate. Perhaps,
by mingling my Sighs with yours, I may make
-your Sufferings lefs ; if that Obfervation be true,
that all Sorrows divided are made lighter,

’ Tell
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“Tell me not, by way of Excufe, you will fpare
our Tears; the Tears of Women fhut up in &

.melancholy Place, and devoted.to Penitence, are

not to be fpared. And if you.wait for an Oppor-
tanity to write pleafant and agreeable Things to us,

you will delay. writing too long-:" Profperity feldom

chufes the Side of the Virtuous ; and Fortune is fo
blind, that-in a Crowd, in which there is perhaps
but one Wife' and brave Man, it is not to” be ex-
pefted fhe fhould fingle him: out. Write to me
then immediately, and wait ot for Miracles ;
they-are:too {carce, and we too much accuftomed

-to Misfortunes to expeét any happy turn. I fhall

always have this, if youn pleafe, andﬂm will be
always agrecable to me, .that when:] receive any
Letters-from you, I fhall know you fill remember
me. Semera, (with whofe Writings you made me

acquainted) as much a Stoick as he was, feemed

to be fovery fenfible of this kind of‘Pleafure, that
upon opening: any Letters from Lucilius, - he ima-
gined he felt'the fame Delight as when they con-

verfed together:

- I have madéit an Obfervation finee onr.‘Afbfence,
that we are miuch fonder of the Pitures of théfe
we love, when they are- at z great Diftance, than
when they are near to us. It feems to me, as if
the farther they are removed, ;their Pitures grow

~ .the more finithed, and acquire a great Refem-

blance: at leaft our Imagination, which perpetu-
.ally Bgures them to us by the Defire we have of

fcgmg
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ﬁeih‘g them again, makes us think fo. By-a pe--
culiar Power,” Love can make that feem Life itfelf, .
which,-as foon as the loved Gbjeé& retarns, is ne-
thing but a little Canvas and dead Colours, I
have your Pi&ure in my Room, I never pafs by it:
without ftopping to leok atit; and yet when you-
were prefent with.me, Ffcarce ever caft my Eyés,
mpon it; 1f aPiQure, which is but a mute Re--
prefentation of an Qbjedt, can give fuch Pleafure,
:what cannot Letters infpire? They have Souls,.
they can fpeak, they have in them all that Force:
‘which exprefles the Tranfports of the Heart ; they-
have all the Fire of our Paflions, they ean raife-
them as much .as if the Perfons themfelves were-
prefent; they have all the Softnefs and Delicacy:
of Speech, and fometimes 2 Boldnefs of Expreflion-
even beyond it.

We may write to each other; foinnoeent a Plea-
fore is not forbidden us. Let us not lofe, through-
Negligence, the only Happinefs which is left us,.
and the only ene perhaps which the Malice of our- -
Enemies can never ravith from us, I fhall read
that you are my: Hufband, and you fhall fee me ad--
drefs you as a Wife. ' In fpite of all your Misfor-:

- tanes, you may be what yow pleafe in your Let-
ter. - Letters were firft invented for comforting.
fach folitary Wretches as myfelf. Having loft the
fobftantial Pleafures of feeing and poffefling vou,
L fhall in fome meafure compenfate this Lofs, by
the Satisfattion I fhall find in your Writing. There

I
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I fhall read your moft fecret Thoughts; I fhall
carry them always about me, I fhall kifs them
every Moment ; if you can be capable of any
Jealoufy, let it be for the fond Carefles I fhall be-
- flow on your Letters, and envy only the Happi-
nefs of thofe Rivals. That Writing may be no
‘Trouble to you, write always to me carelefly, and
without Study : I had rather read the Difatey
of the Heart than of the Brain. I cannot live, if
you do not tell me you always love me; but that
Language ought to be fo natural to you, that I
believe you cannot fpeak otherwife to me, without
great Violence to yourfelf, And fince, by that
melancholy Relation to your Friend, you have a:
wakened all my Sorrows, it is but reafonable you
fhould allay them by fome Marks of an inviolable
Love. y
I do not however reproach you for the innocent
Artifice you made ufe of to comfort a Perfon in
Aflliction, by eomparing his Misfortune to another
much greater. Charity is ingenious in finding
out fuch pious Artifices, and to be commended
for ufing them. Butdo you owe nothing more to
us than to that Friend, be the Friendfhip between
you ever fo intimate; We are called your Sifters ;
we call ourfelves your Children; and if it were
pofiible to think of any Expreflions which could
fignify a dearer Relation, or a more affe&ionate
Regard and mutual Obligation between us, wé
would ufe them : If we could be fo ungrateful as
: not
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not to {peak oar jeft Acknowledgments to you,
this Church, thefe Altars, thefe Walls, would
reproach our Silence and fpeak for us. Bat with-
out leaving it to that, itwill'be always a Pleafure
to me to fay, that youonly are the Founder of this
Houfe; itis wholly your Work., You, by .in-
habiting here, have given Fame and Sanlion to
a Place, known before only for Robberies and
Mourders. You have in the literal Senfe made the
Den of Thiecves a Houfe of Prayer.  Thefe
Cloyfters owe nothing to publick Charities; our
Walls were not raifed by the Ufury of Publicans,
nor their Foundations laid in bafe Extortion. The
God whom we ferve, fees nothing baut innocent
Riches, and harmlefs Votaries, whom you have
placed here.  Whatever this young Vineyard i,
is owing all to you; and it is your Part to imploy
your whole Care to cultivate and improve it; this’
ought to be one of the principal Affairs of yous
Life. Though ourHoly Renunciation, our Vows,
and our manner of Life feem to fecure us from
all Temptations ; though our Walls and Grates
prohibit all Approaches, yet 'tis the outfide only,
the Bark of the Tree, is covered from Injuries :
while the Sap of Original Corruption may imper-
ceptibly fpread within, even to the Heart, and
prove fatal to the moft promifing Plantation, un-
lefs continual Care be taken to cultivate and fe-
cure it.  Virtue in us is grafted upon Nature and
the Woman ; the one is weak, and the other is

always
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always changeable. To plant the Lord's Vine i3
a Work of no little Labour : and after itis planted

it will require great Application and Diligence to -

inanure it. The Apoftle of the Gentiles, as great
a Labourer as he was, fays, he hath planted, and
Apollos hath watered, but ’tis God that gives the
Increafe. Pau/had planted the Gofpel among the
Corintbians, by his holy and earneft Preaching ;
Apollos, a zealous Difciple of that great Mafter,
continued to cultivate it by frequent Exhortations ;
and the Grace of God, swhich their conftant
Prayers implored for that Church, made the En<
deavours of both fuccefsfal.

This ought to be an Exainple for your Conduét
towards us. I know you are not flothful ; yet
your Lahours are not direéted to us; your Cares
are walted upon a Set of Men whofe Thoughts
are only earthly, and you refufe to reach out your
Hand to fupport thofe who are weak and fagger-
ing, in their Way to Heaven, and who with all
their Endeavours can fcarcely preferve themfelves
from falling. Yoa fling the Pearls of the Gofpel
before Swine, when you fpeak to thofe who are
filled with the good Things of this World, and
nourithed with the Fatnefs of the Earth; and you
negle& the innocent Sheep, who, tender as they
are, would yet follow you through Defarts and
Mountains. Why are fuch Pains thrown away
upon the ungrateful, while not a Thought is be-
ftowed upon your Children, whofe Soals would

be
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be filled with a Senfe of your Goodnefs ? But why
fhould I intreat you in the Name of your Children?
Is it pofiible I fhould fear obtaining any Thing of
you, when I afk it in my own Name ? And muft
I ufe any other Prayers than my own, to prevail
upon you? The St. Aufins, Tertullians, and
JFeromes, have wrote to the Exdoxas, Paulas and
Melaniasy and can you read thofe Names, though
of Saints, and not remember mine? Can it be
criminal for you to imitate St. Jerome, and dif-
courfe with me concerning the Scripture ; or Ter~
tallian, and preach Mortification; or St. Auflim,
and explain to me the Nature of Grace ? Why
thould I only reap no Advantage from your Learn-
ing?! When you write to me, you will write to
your Wife, Marriage has made fuch a Correfpon-
dence lawful ; and fince you tan, without giving
the leaft Scandal, fatisfy me, why will you not 2
I am not only engaged by my Vows, which might
poflibly be fometimes neglefted; but I have 2
barbarous Uncle, whofe Inhumanity is a Security
againft any criminal Defire, which Tendernefs
and the Remembrance of our paft Enjoyments
might infpire. There is nothing that can caufe
you any Fear ; you need not fly to conquer. You
may fee me, hear my Sighs, and be a Witnefs of
all my Sorrows, without incurring any Danger,
fince you can only relieve me with Tears and
Words. If I have put myfelf into a Cloyfter With
Reafon, perfuade me to continue in it with Devoti-
G on:
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on: You have been the Occafion of alt my Mi(.
fortune : you therefore thuft be the Inftrument of-
all my Comfort.

You cannot but remember, (for what do not
Lovers remember ?) with what Pleafure I have
paft whole Days in hearing you difcourfe, How.
when you were abfent I fhut myfelf from every
ooe to write to you; how unealy I was, till my
Letter had come to your Hands; what artful
Management it required to engage Copfidents ;
This Detail perhaps furprifes you, and you are in
Pain for what will follow. But [ am no longer
afhamed, that my Paflion has had no Bounds for
"you; for I have done more than all this. I have:
hated myfelf that Imight love you; I came hither-
to ruin myfelf in a perpetual Imprifonment, thatI
might make you live quiet and eafy. Nothing
but Virtue, joined to a Love perfely difengaged
from the Commerce of the Semfes, could have
produced fuch Effe@ts. Vice. never infpires any
Thiog like this, . it-is too much enflaved to the
Bady. When we love Pleafures, we love the-
living and not the dead. We leave off burning
with Defire, for thofe who can no'longer burn for
us. This was my cruel Uncle's Notion ; he mea- .
fured my Virtue by the Frailty of my Sex, and
thought it was the Man, and not the Perfor, I
loved. But he bas been guilty to no Purpofe. I
love you more than. ever, and to revenge myfelf
of him, 1 will ftill love you with all the Tender-.

- nefs:
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nefs of my Soul till the lat Moment of my Life.
If formerly my Affeétion for you was not fo pure,
if in thofe Days the Mind and the Body fhared in
the Pleafure of loving you, I often told yon even
then, that I was more pleafed with poflefling your
., Heart, than with any other Happinefs, and the
Man was the Thing I leaft valued in you.

You cannot but be entirely perfuaded of this,
by the extreme Unwillingnefs I fhewed to marry
you; though I knew that the Name of Wife was
honourable in the World, and holy in Religion,
* yet the Name of your Miftrefs had greater Charms,
becanfe it was more free. The Bonds of Matrie
mony, however honourable, flill bear with them
a neceflary Engagement, And I was very unwil
ling to be neceflitated to love always a Man who
perhaps would not. always love me. I defpifed
the Name of Wife, that I might live happy with
that of Miftrefs; And I find by your Letter to
your Friend, you have not forgot that Delicacy of
Paffion ina Woman who loved you always with
the utmoft Tendernefs; and yet withed to léve
you more. You have very juftly obferved in your
Letter, that I efteemed thofe publick Engagements
infipid, which form Alliances only to be diffelved
by Death, and which put Life and Love under the
fame unhappy Neceflity. But you have not added
how often I have made Proteftations that it was
infinitely preferable to me to live with Abekerd as
his Miftrefs, than with any other as Emprefs of

G2 the
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the World, and that I was more happy in obeyimg
you, than I fhould have been in lawfully captivat-
ing the Lord of the Univerfe. Riches and Pomp
are not the Charms of Love. True Tendernefs
makes us feparate the Lover from all that is exter-
nal to him, and ferting afide his Quality, Fortune
and Employments, confider him fingly by him-
felf.

’Tis not Love, but the Defire of Riches and
Honour, which makes Women run into the Em-
- braces of an indolent Hufband. Ambition, not
Affection, formsfuch Marriages. I believe indeed
they may be followed with fome Honours and Ad-
vantages, but I can never think that this is the
Way to enjoy the Pleafures of an affeCtionate U-
nion, norto feel thofe fecret and charming Emo-
tions of Hearts that have long firove to be united.
Thefe Martyrs of Marriage pine always for larger
Fortunes,  which they think they have loft. The
Wife fees Hufbands richer than her own, and the
Hufband Wives better portioned than his.
Their interefted Vows occafion Regret, and Re-:
gret produces Hatred. They foon part, or al-
waysdefire it. 'This reftlefs and tormenting Pafii-
on punifhes them for aiming at other Advantages
by Love than Love itfelf.

If there is any Thing which may properly be
called- Happinefs here below, I am perfuaded itis

in the Union of two Perfons-who love each other .

with. pcrfc& Liberty, - who are united by a fecret

Inclination,-
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Tnclination, and fatisfied with each other’s Merit :
Their Hearts are full, and leave no Vacancy for
any other Paffion; they enjoy perpetual Tranqml-
lity, becaufe they enjoy Content.

If 1 could believe you as truly perfuaded of my
Merit asI am of yours, I might fay there has been
a Time when we were fuch 2 Pair. Alas! How
was it poffible I thould not be certain of your Me-
rit ? If I could ever have doubted it, the univerfal
Efteem would have made me determine in your Fa-
vour. What Country, what City has not defired
your Prefence? Could you ever retire but you
drew the Eyes and Hearts of all after you ? Did
not every -one rejoice in having feen you? Even
Women, breaking throegh the Laws of Decorum
which Cuftom had impofed upon them, fhewed
manifeftly they felt fomething more for you than
Efteem. I have known fome who have been pro-
fufe in their Hufbands Praifes who have yet envied
my Happinefs, and given ftrong Intimations, they
could have refufed you Nothing. But what could
refit yon? Your Reputation, which fo much
foothed the Vanity of our Sex; your Air, your
Manner; that Life in your Eyes which fo admira-
bly exprefled the Vivacity of your Mind; your
Converfation, with that Eafe and Elegance, which
gave every Thing you fpoke fuch an agreeable and
infinuating Turn ; in fhort, every Thing fpoke for
you: Very different from fome mere Scholars,-who
with all their Learning, have not the Capacity to

G 3 keep
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koep :& an ordinary Converfation; and with all
it, cannot win the Affe@ions of Women,
wbo have a much lefs Share than themfelves.

With what Eafe did you compofe Verfes? And
yet thofe ingenious Trifles, which were but a Re-
creation after your more ferious Studies, are ftill
the Entertainment and Delight of Perfons of the
beft Tate. The {malleft Song, nay the leaft
Sketch of any Thing you made for me, had a
thoufand Beauties capable of making it laft as long
as there are Love or Lovers in the World. Thus
thofe Songs will be fung in Honour of other Wo-
men, which you defigned only for me; and thofe
tender and natural Expreffions which fpoke your
Love, will help others to explain their Paffion,
with much more Advantage than what they them.
felves are capable of,

What Rivals did your Galantrm of this Kind
occafion me? How many Ladies laid Claim to
them ? 'Twas a Tribute their Self-love paid to
their Beanty. How many have I feen with Sighs
declare their Paffion for yonu, when after {fome
cammon Vifit you had made them, they chanced
ta be complimented for the Syfvia of your Poems 3
Others in Defpair and Envy have reproached me,
that I had na Charms but what your Wit beftowed
on me, nor inany Thing the Advantage over them,
bat in'being beloved by yoiu. Can you believe me
if I tell you, that notwithftanding the Vanity of
my Sex, I thought myfelf peculiarly happy in

having
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thaving a Lover, to whom I was obliged for my
Charms : and took a fecret Pleafure in being ad-
mired by a Man, who when he pleafed.could
raife _his Miftrefs to the Chara&ter of a Goddefs ?
Pleafed with your Glory only, I read with Delight
all thofe Praifes you offered me, and without re-
-fle@ting how little I deferved, I believed myfelf
fuch as you defcribed me, that I might be more
certain 1 pleafed you.

But oh I Where is that happy Time fled? I
now lament my Lover, and of all my Joys there
remains Nothing but the painful Remembrance
that they are pafl. Now learn, all you my Rivals
who once viewed my Happinefs with fuch jealous
Eyes, that he you once envied me, can never more
be yoars or mine. I loved him; my Love was his
Crime, and the Caufe of his Panithment. My
Beauty once charmed him : Pleafed with each o=
ther, we pafled our brighteft Days in Tranquillity
and Happinefs, Ifthat was:a Crime, ’tis & Crime
I am yet fond of, and I have no other Regret,
than that againft my Will I muft neceffarily be in-
nocent. But what do I {ay ? My Misfortane wag
to have cruel Relations, whofe Malice diftarbed
the Calm we enjoyed : Had they been capable of
the Retarns of Reafon, I had now been happy in
the Enjoyment of my dear Hufband. Oh! How
.cruel were they when their blind Fury arged &
Villain to- furprife you in your Sleep ! Where was
L? Whese was your Helvifethen > What Joy thould
o I
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T have had in defending my Lover: I would have
guarded you from Violence, though at the Ex-
pence of my Life; my Cries and Shricks alone
would have flopped the Hand ——— Oh! whi~
ther does the Excefs of Paffion hurry me? Here
Love is fhocked, and Modefty, joined with De-
fpair, deprive me of Words : *Tis Eloquence to be
filent where no Expreflions can reach the Great-
nefs of the Misfortune.

. But tell me whence proceeds your Negle&t of
me fince my being profefled ? You know Nothing
- moved me to it but your Difgrace, nor did I give
any Confent but yours. Let me hear what is the
Occafion of your Coldnefs, or give me Leave to
tell yoa now my Opinion. Was it not the fale
View of Pleafure which engaged you to me ? And
has not my Tendernefs, by leaving you Nothing to
with for, extinguifhed your Defires? Wretched
Helsife! You could pleafe when you withed to avoid
it: You merited Incenfe, when you could remove
to a Diftance the Hand that offered it. Bat fince
your Heart has been foftened, and has yielded;
fince you have devoted and facrificed yourfelf,
you are deferted and forgotten. I am convinced,
by a fad Experience, that it is natural to avoid
thofe to whom we have been too much obliged ;

and that uncommon Generofity produces Negle&'

rather than Acknowledgment. My Heart fur-
rendered too foon, to gain the Efteem of the Con-
queror ; you took it without Difficulty, and give

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com




HELOISE to ABELARD. 09

it up as eafily. But ungrateful as you are, I will
never confent to it. And though in this Place I
ought not to retain a With of my own, yetI have
ever fecretly preferved the Defire of being beloved
by you. When I pronounced my fad Vow, I then
had about me your laft Letters, in which you pro-
tefted you would be wholly mine, and would never
live but to love me. ’Tis to you therefore I have
offered myfelf; you had my Heart, and I had
yours; do not demand any Thing back; You
maft bear with my Paflion, as a Thing which of
Right belongs to you, and from which you can no
Ways be difingaged.

Alas! What Folly is it to talk at this Rate? I
fee Nothing here but Marks of the Deity, and I
fpeak of Nothing but Man! You have been the
crael Occafion of this, by your Condu&: Unfaith-
ful Man! Ought you at once to break off loving

me? Why did you not deceive me for a while, ra-
ther than immediately abandon me ? If you had
given me at leaft but fome faint Signs even of a
aying Pafficn, I myfelf had favoured the Decepti-
on. But in vain would I flatter myfelf that you
could be conftant; you have left me no Colour of
making your Excufe. I am earneftly defirous to
fee you, but if that be impcflible, I will content
myfelf with a few Lines from your Hand. Is it
fo hard for one who loves, towrite? I afk for
none of your Leétters filled with Learning, and
writ for your Reputation : All I defire is fuch Let-

ters
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ters as the Heart di®ates, and which the Hand
-can fcarce write faft enough. How did I deceive
myfelf with the Hopes that you woald be wholly
-mine, when I took the Veil, and engaged myfelf
to live for ever under your Laws? For in being
profefled, I vowed no more than to be yours only,
and I obliged myfelf voluntarily to a Confinement
in which you defired to place me. Death only
then can make me leave the:Place where you have
fixed me: and then too my Afhes fhall reft here,
and wait for yours, in order to fhew my Obedience
and Devotednefs to you, to the lateft Moment
-pofiible.

Why fhould I conceal from you the Secret of
my Call? you know it was neither Zeal nor De-
votion which led me to the Cloyfter.  Your Con-
fcience is too faithful a2 Witnefs to permit you to
difown it. Yet here I am, and here I will remain;
to this Place an unfortunate Love and my cruel
Relations have condemned me. But if you donot
-continue your Concern.for me, if I lofe your Af-
feftion, what have I gained by my Imprifonment?
What Recompence can I hope for? The anhappy
Confequences of a criminal Condu&, and your Dif-
«graces, have put on me this Habit of Chatftity, and
not the fincere Defire of being truly penitent. Thus
I firive and labour in vain. Among thofe who
are wedded to God I ferve 2 Man: Among the
‘heroick Supporters of the Crofs I am a poor Slave
‘to 2 hamanPaflion ; atthe Head of Rehgnous Com-

munity
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munity I am devoted to £be/ard only. What aProdi-
gy am I? Enlighten me, O Lord! Does thy
Grace or my own Defpair draw thefe Words from
me ? I am fenfible I am; in the Temple of Chafti-
ty, covered only with the Afhes of that Fire which
hath confumed us. I am here, I confefs, a Sin- .
ner, but one who far from weeping for her Sins,
weeps only for her Lover; far from abhorring her
Crimes, endeavours only to add to them; and
who with a Weaknefs unbecoming the State | am
in, pleafe myfelf continually with the Remem-
brance of paft A&tions, when it is impofiible to re-
new.them.

Good God! what isall this! I reproach myfelf
for my own Faults, I accufe you for yours, and to
what Purpofe ? Veiled as I am, behold in what a
Diforder you have plunged me ! How difficult is it
to fight always for Duty againft Inclination? I
know what Obligations this Veil lays on me, but
I feel more firongly what Power a long habitual
Paflion has over my Heart. I am conquered by
my Inclination. My Love tronbles my Mind, and
diforders my Will. Sometimes I am fwayed by
the Sentiments of Piety which arife in me, and the
next Moment I yield up my Imagination to all that
is amorous and tender. I tell you To-day what
Iwould not have faid to yoa Yefterday. I had re-
folved to love you mo more; I confidered I had
made a Vow, taken the Veil, and am as it were
dead and buried; yet there rifes unexpetledly

’ from
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from the Bottom of my Heart a Paffion which tri-
wmphs over all thefe Notions, and darkens all my
Reafon and Devotion. You reign in fuch inward
Retreats of my Soul, that I know not where to at-
tack you: When I endeavour to break thofe
Chains by which I am bound to you, I only deceive
" myfelf, and all the Efforts I am able to make
ferve but to bind them the fafter. Oh, for Pity’s
fake, help a Wretch to renounce her Defires, her-
felf, and if it be poflible even to renounce You!
If you are a Lover, a Father, help a Miftrefs,
comfort a Child! Thefe tender Names, cannot
they move you? Yield either to Pity or Love. If
you gratify my Requeft I thall continue a Religi-
ous without longer prophaning my Calling. Iam
ready to humble myfelf with you to the wender-
ful Providence of God, who does all Things for
our Sandlification, who by his Grace purifies all
thatis vicious and corrupt in the Principle, and by
the inconceivable Riches of his Mercy draws us to
himfelf againft our Wifhes, and by Degrees opens
our Eyes to difcern the Greatnefs of his Bounty,
which at firt we would not underftand.

I thought to end my Letter here. Butnow I
am complaining againft you, I muft unload my
Hearr, and tell you all its Jealoufies and Re-
proaches. Indeed I thought it fomething hard
that when we had both engaged to confecrate our-
felves to Heaven, you fhould infift upon my doing
it firk. Does Abrlard then, faid I, fufpe& he fhall

o fee
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fee renewed in me the Example of Lot's Wife, whe
could not forbear looking back when fhe left
Sodom? If my Youth and Sex might give Occafi-
on of Fear, that I fhould return to the World ;
could not my Behaviour, my Fidelity, and this
Heart which you ought to know, could not thefe
banifh fuch ungenerous Apprehenfions ? This dif-
truftfal Forefight touched me fenfibly. I faid to
myfelf, There was a Time when he could rely
upon my bare Word, and does he now want Vows
to fecure himfelf of me? What Occafion have I
given him in the whole Courfe of my Life to admit
the leat Sufpicion? I could meet him at all his
Aflignations, and would I decline following him to
the Seats of Holinefs? I who have not refufed to
be-a Vi&tim of Pleafure to gratify him, can he think
I would refufe to be a Sacrifice of Honour to obey
him ? Has Vice fuch Charms to well-born Souls 2
and'when we have once drank of the Cup of Sin-
mers, is it with fuch Difficalty that we take the
Calice of, Saints ? Or did you believe yourfelf a
greater Mafter to teach Vice than Virtee, or did
you think it was more eafy to perfuade me to the
firft chan the latter ? No: This Sufpicion would
be injurions to both. Virtue is too amiable not
%6 be embraced, when you reveal her Charms;
and Vice too hideous not to be avoided, when you
thew her Deformities. Nay, when you pleafe,
any Thirg feems lovely to me, and Nothing is
frightful or difficult when you are by. ‘I am only

weak
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wesk when I am alone and unfupported by you,
and therefare it depends on you alone, that I may
be fuch as you defire. I with to Heaven you had
not fuch a Power over me. If youhad any Occa-
fion to fear, you would be lefs negligent. But
what is there for yoa to fear? I have done too
mech, and now have Nothing more to do,
but to triumph over your Ingratitade. When we
lived happy together, you might have made it a
Doubt whether Pleafure or Affeftion united me
more to yeu ; but the Place from whence I write
to you, muft now have entirely taken away that
Doubt. Even here I love you as much as ever I
did in the World. If I had loved Pleafures, could
I not yet have found Means to have gratified mya
felf? 1 was not above Twenty-two Years old:
And there were other Men left, thoogh I was de-
prived of Abelard: And yet did I not bury myfelf
alive in a Nunriery, and triumph over Love, at an
Age capable of enjoying it in its full Latitude ?
*Tis to you I facrifice thefe Remains of a tranfito~
ry Beaunty, thefe widowed Nights and tedious
Days, which I pafs without feeing you ; and fince
you cannot poffefs them, Itake them from you to
offer them te Heaven, and to make, alas! but a
fecondary Oblation of my Heart, my Days, and
my Life !

I am fenfible I have dwelt too long on this
Head ; I ought to fpeak lefs to yom of your Mis-
fortunes, and of my own Sufferings, for Love of
: you,
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you. We tarnith the Luftre of our moft beautiful:
Adtions when we'applaud them ourfelvés. This
is true, and yet there is a Time when we may
with Decency commend ourfelves ; when we have
to do with thofe whom bafe Ingratitude has ftupi-
fied, we cannot too much praife our own good.
Aétions. Now if you were of this Sort of Men,
this would be a home Refletion on you. Irrefo-
lute as [ am I ftill love you, and yet I muft hope for
Nothing. I have renounced Life, and firipped. .
myfelf of every Thing, but I find I neither have
nor can renounce my Abelard: Though I have
loft my Lover, I ftill preferve my Love. O
Vows! OConvent! I have not loft my Humani--
ty under your inexorable Difcipline! You have
not made me Marble by changing my Habit: My
Heart is not hardened by my Imprifonment; I
am ftill fenfible to what has touched me, though
alas I ought not to be fo! Without offending your-
. Commands, permit- a Lover to exhort me to live
in Obedience to your rigorous Rules. Your
Yoke will be lighter, if that Hand fupport me:
under it; your Exercifes will be amiable, if he-
fhews me their Advantage, Retirement, Soli-
tude | You will not appear terrible, if I may but.
fill know I have- any Placein his Memory. A.
Heart which has been fo fenfibly affeted as mine
cannet foon be indifferent. We flutuate long be-
tween Love and Hatred, before we can arrive at
a happy Tranquillity, and we always flatter our-
{clves
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felves with fome diftant Hope, that we fhall not bé
quite forgotten. )

Yes, dbelard, 1 conjure you by the Chains I bear
here, to cale the Weight of them, and make them
as agreeable as I wifh they were to me: Teach
me the Maxims of Divine Love. Since you have
forfaken me I glory in being wedded to Heaven.
My Heart adores that Title, and difdains any o-
ther ; tell me how this Divine Love is nourifhed,
how it operates, and purifies itfelf. When we
were toffed in the Ocean of the World we could
hear of Nothing but your Verfes, which putlithed
every where our Joys and our Pleafures. Now
we are in the Haven of Grace, is it not fit you
fhould difcourfe to me of this Eiappinefs, and teach
me every Thing which might dmprove and
heightenit? Shew me the fame Complaifance in
my preflent Condition, as you did when we were
in the World, Without changing the Ardor of
our Affe&ions, let-us change their Obje& ; let us
leave our Songs, and fing Hymns; let us lift up
our Hearts to God, and have no Tranfports but
for his Glory.

I expet this from you as a Thing you can-
not refufe me. God has a peculiar Right over
the Hearts of great Men, which he has created.
When he pleafes to touch them, he ravifhes
them, and lets them not fpeak nor breathe but
for his Glory : ’Till that Moment of Grace ar-
rives, O think of me —— do not forget me ——

remember
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remember my Love, my Fidelity, my Conftancy ;
love ine as your Miftrefs, cherifh me as your Child,
your Sifter, your Wife. Confider that I ftill love
you, and yet ftrive to avoid loving you. Whata
Word, whata Defign is this!" I fhake with Horror,
and my Heart revolts againft what I fay. I fhall
blot all my Paper with Tears — I end my long
Letter, withing you, if you can defire it, (would
to Heaven I could) for ever Adieu,

H LETTER
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$bat the Reader may make a right Fudgment on the
Jollowing Lettery it is proper be [bould be informed of
the Condition Abelardavas in wwben be avvoteit, The
Duke of Britany, whofe Subjeét he avas born, jealous
of the Glory of France, awbich then ingroffed all the
moft famous Scholars of Europe, and being befides ac-
gquainted with the Perfecution Abelard bad fuffered
Jrom bis Enemies, bad nominated him to the Abby of
St. Gildas, and by this BenefaZion and Mark of bis
Zfieem, engaged bim to pafs vhe reft of bis Days in bis
Dominions. He received this Favour with great Foy, -
imagining, that by leaving France, be Bould lofe bis
Paffion, and gain a new turn of Mind upon entering
into bis new Dignity. The Abby of St.Gildas is feated’
spon a Rock, awbhich the Sea beats with its Wawves. ‘
Abelard, awbo bad laid on bimfelf the Neceffity of
wanquifbing a Pafior awhich Abfence bad in a great
wmeafure weakened, endeavonred in this Solitude to ex-
k'ngag‘_ﬁ\lbz Remains of it by bis Tears. But upon bis
receiving the foregoing Letter, be conld not refiff fo
erful an ditack, but proves as weak and as muck
1o be pitied as Heloife : ‘Tis not then @ Mafier or Di-
rector
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" vedlor that fpeaks to her, but & Man <isho bad loved
ber, and lowes ber Jlill: And under this CharaSer ae
are to confider Abelard awben be awrote the following
Letter. If be fosms by fome Paffages in it to bave
begun to ffeel the Motions of ‘Divine Grace, they ap-
pear as yet 1o be only by Starts, and without any
Uniformity.

WEBWOULD I have imagined that a Letter
C not written to yourfelf coyld have fal-
len into your Hands, I had been more
xm cautious not to have inferted any Thing
in it which might awaken the Memory of out-paft
Misfortunes, I defcribed with Boldnefs the Series
bf my Difgraces to a Friend, in order to make
him lefs fenfible of the Lofs he had faftained:s If
by this well-meariing Artifice I have diftarbed you,
I purpofe here to dry up thofe Tears which the {ad
Defcription occafioned you to thed: I intend to
mix my Grief with yours, and pour ot my Feart
before you ; in fhort, to lay open before your Eyes
all my Trouble, and the Secret of my Soul, which
my Vanity has hitherto made me conceal from the
fett of the World, and which you now force from
me, in fpight of my Refolations to the contrary:
It is true, that in 4 Senfe of the Affli®ions
which had befallen us, atid obferving that no
change of our Condition was to be expe&ed ; that
thofe profperous Days which had feduced us were
now paft, and therc remained nothing buttp eraze -
' Ha out
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-out of our Minds, by painful Endeavours,- all
. Marks and Remembrance of them, I had withed
-to find in Philofophy and Religion a-Remedy for
.my Difgrace; I fearched out an 4fjlum to fecure
.me from Love.. I wascometo the fad Experiment
of making Vows to harden my Heare, But what
have I gained by this ? If my Paffion has been put
under a Reftraint, my Ideas yet remain. I pro-
-mife myfelf that I will forget you, and yet cannot
think of it without loving you; and am pleafed
awith that Thought. My Love is not at all weak-
sened by thofe Refleftions I make in order to free
amyfelf. The Silence I am furrounded with makes
- me more fenfible to its Impreflions, and while I am
anemployed with- any other Things, this makes
‘itfelf the Bufinefs of my whele Vacation. Till after
aMultitudeof ufelefs Endeavours I begin to perfuade
myfelf, that ’tis a fuperfluous Trouble to firive to
free myfelf; and that it is Wifdom {ufficient if I
«can conceal from every one but you, my Confufion
and Weakaefs.

I remove to a Diftance from your Perfon, with an
Jatention of avoiding you as an Enemy; and yet 1
inceffantly feek for you in my Mind :: I recall your
Tmage in my Memory ; and in fuch different Dif-
quietudes I betray and contradi&@ myfelf. I hate
you ; Ilove'you; Sheme prefles me on all Sides;
1 am at this Moment afraid left I fhould feem more
indifferent than yon, and yet I am athamed to dif-
cover my Trovble. How. weak are we in our-
e - . felves,
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felves, if we do not fupport ourfelves oa the Crofs
of Chrit? Shall we have fo little Courage, and
fhall that Uncertainty your Heart labours with, of
ferving two Mafters, affet mine too ? You fee the
Confufion I am in, what I blame myfelf for, and
- what I fuffer. Religion commands me to purfue Vir-
tue, fince I have nothing to hope for from Love.
But Love flills preferves its Dominion in my Fancy,
and entertains itfelf with paft Pleafures. Memory
fupplies the Place of a Miftrefs. Piety and Daty
.are not always the Fruits of Retirement; even in
Defarts, when the Dew of Heaven falls not on us,
ave love what we ought no longer to love. The
Paffions, ftirred up by Solitude, fill thofe Regions of
Death and Silence ; and it is very feldom that what
oaght to be is truly followed there, and that God
only is loved and ferved. Had I always had
fuch- Notions as thefe, I had inftru&ed you better.
You call me your Mafter; ’tis true, you were in<
trofted to my Care. I faw you, I was earneft
to teach youvain Sciences; it coftyon your In<
nocence, and me my Liberty. ¥Your-Uncle, who
wasfond of you, became therefore my Enemy,.
and revenged himfelf on me. If now having loft
the Power of fatisfying my Paffion, I had loft too
that of loving you, Ithould have fome Confolati-
on. My Enemies would have given me that Tran-
quility, which Orsgen purchafed by a Crime: How
miferable am I{ My Misfortune does not loofe
my Chtuu, my Paffion grows furious by Impos

Hj; tence,
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tence, and that Defire I fill bave for you amid& al}
my Difgraces, makes me more unhappy than the
Misfortune itfelf. I find myfelf much more guilty
in my Thoaghts of you, even amidft my Tears,
than in poffefing yourfelf when I was in full Lia
berty. I continually think of yop, I continually
call to Mind that Day wheg you beftowed on me
the fist Marks of your Tendernefs. In this Con-
dition, O Lord | if I run to profirate myfelf beforg
thy Altars, if I befeech thee to pity me, why does
not the pure Flamc of thy Spirit confume the Sa-
crifice that is offered to thee? Cannot this Habit
of Penitence which I wear, intereft Heaven tq,
treat me more favourably ? But that is fiill in-
mrable, becaufe my Paflion fill lives in me, the
Fire is only covered over wnh deceitful Afhes, aqd
cannot be extinguithed but by extraordinary Grace,
We deceive Men, but Nothing is hid fro;q
God.

You tell me, that is for me you live under
that Veil which covers you ; why do you prophane
your Yocation with fuch Words? Why provoke a

us God by a Blaiphemy ? I hoped, after oug
‘S::nno_n, you would have changed your Senti,
ments; I hoped to0, that God would bave deliver-
cd me from the Tamult of my Senfes and that
Contrariety wlnch reigns in my Heart. We com.
monly die to the Affeions of thofe whom we fee
p0 more, and they to ours: Abfence is the Tomh

of Love, Rutto me Abfence is an unguiet Re- -

membrance

-
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membrance of what I once loved, which continpal-.
ly torments me. I flattered myfelf that w,hen,lt
{honld, fee you np more, you wauld. only reft in my.,
Memory, without giving any Trouble to my,
Mind: that Britany and the Sea would infpire g
ther Thoaghts; that. my Fafts and Studies wou@
by Degrees eraze you out of my Heart: Bati in,
fpite of fevere Fafts and redoubled Studies, in fpite,
of the Diftance of three hundred Milés which fer,
parates us.; your Image, fuch as you defcribe youge
{elf in your Veil, appears to me, and confounds,
all my Refolutions.

W hat Means have I not ufed ?. 1 haye amcdr
my own Haods againft myfelf ; I have exhnuﬁcd
my Strength in conftant Exercifes; I comme;
apon St, Paul; I difpute with drifforde; in thort,
I do allIufed to do before I loved you, but all
in vain; nothing can be fuccefsful that oppofes yog.
Oh! do wot add to my Miferies by. your Con-
flancy ; forget, if you can, your Favours, and that,
Right which they claim over me ; permit me to ba
indifferent. Ienvy their Happinefs who havpnever
loved ; how quiet and eafy arc they ! But the Tld% '
of Pleafures has alw(ays a Reflux of thterne(c,
-am but toe much copvinced. now of this; but thongh
I am no longer deceived, byLave, I am not cured:
While my Reafon condemns it, my Heart decl el,
for it, ITam dcploxnble. that I bave not the Ability
to free mylelf from a Paflion which fo -mgny Cir-
cnmhnpu this Place, my Perfon, and my Dil-

H 4 graces,
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graces, tend to deftroy. I yield, without confider-
ing, that a Refiftance would wipe out my paft Of-
fences, and would procure me in their Stead, Me-
rit and Repofe. Why fhouold you ufe Eloquence
to reproach me for my Flight, and for my Silence?
Spare the Recital of our Affignations, and your
conftant Exa@lnefs to them ; without calling up
fuch diftarbing Thoughts, I have enough to fuffer.
What great Advantages would Phllofaphy give us
over other Men, if by &udymg it we could lcarn
to govern our Paffions? But how humbled ought
we to be when we cannot mafter them? What
Eﬂ'orts, what Relapfcs, what Ag:tanons do we
undergo ? And how long are we toft in this Con-
fufion, unable to exert our Reafo_n, to goﬂ'efa our
Souls, or to rule our Aﬁ'c&xons ?

What a troublefome Employmem is Love ! and

how valuable is Virtue even upon Confideration of .

our own Eafe! Recolle& your Extravagancies of
Paflion, guefs at my Diftralions ; number up our
Cares, if pofiible, our Griefs, and our Inquietudes;

throw thefe Things out of the Account, and let - |

Love have all i remaining Softnefs and Pleafure.

How littleisthat? And yet for fach Shadows of -

Enjoyments which at firft appeared to us, are we fo
weak our whole Lives that we cannot now help
writing 'to each- other, covered as we are with
Sackclothand Afhes: How much happier fhould
~ we bé, if by oar Humiliation and Tears we could
makc our Repentanoe fare, The Love of Pleafure
.- is

v
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is not eradicated out of the Soul, but by extraordi-
nary Efforts; it has fo powerful a Party in our
Breafts, that we find it difficult to condemn it
ourfelves. What Abhorrence can I be faid to
have of my Sins, if the Obje&ts of them are
always amiable to me ? How can I feparate from
the Perfon I love, the Paffion I muft deteft? Will:
the Tears I thed be fufficient to ronder it odi- -
cus tome? I know not how it happens, there is
always a Pleafure in weeping for a beloved Obje&.
'Tis difficult in our Sorrow ta diftinguith Penitence
from Love. The Memory of the Crime, and the
Memory of the Obje&t which has charmed us, are -
too nearly related to be immediately feparated.
And the Love of God in its Beginning, does not
wholly annihilate the Love of the Creatare.

But what Excufes could I not find in you, if the
Crime were excufable? Unprofitable Honour,
troublefome Riches, could never tempt me; but
thofe Charms, that Beauty, that Air, which I yet
behold at this Inftant, have occafioned my Fall.
Your Looks were the Beginning of my Guilt;
your Eyes, your Difcourfe, piecrced my Heart;
and in fpite of that Ambition and Glory which
filled it, and offered to make a Defence, Love foon
made itfelf Mafter. God, in Order to_ punifh
me, forfook me. His Pravidence permitted
thofe Confequences which have fince happened.
You are no longer of the World ; you have re-
nounced it: Iam a Religious, devoted to Solitude;

fhall

&
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fhall we make no Advantage of our Condition ?
Would yon deftroy my Piety in its Infant State?.
Would you have me forfake the Convent inte
whichlambut newly entered 2" Mult] renounce my
Vows? [ have made them in the Prefence of God ;
Whither fhall I fly from his Wrath, if I violate.
them? Suffer me to feek for Eafe in my Doty :
How difficult is it to procure that! I pafs whole
Days and Nights alone in this Cloifter, without
clofing my Eyes. My Love burns fiercer, amidt
the happy Indifference of thofe who furround me,
and my Heart is at once pierced with your Sor-
rows and its own. Ohwhat a Lofs have I {uftain-
ed, when I confider your Conflancy | What Plea-
fores have I miffed enjoying! § ought not to con-
fefs this Weaknefs to you ; I am fenfible I commie
a Fault; if I could have fhewed more Firmnefs
of Mind, I fhould perhaps have provoked. your
Refentment againft me, and your Anger might
wosk that Effe& in you which your Virtue could
not. If in the World I publithed my Weaknefs by
Verfes and Love-fongs, onght not the dark Cells
of this Houfe to conceal that Weaknefs, at leaft
ander an Appearance of Piety ! Alas! I am flill
the fame! Or if I avoid the Evil, I cannot do the
Good ;- and yet I ought to join both, in order to
nake this Manner of Living profitable. But how
difficult is this in the Trouble which forrounds me ?
Dauty, Reafon, and Decency, whlch upon other
Occaﬁens have fome Power over me, aré here ens
tirely

»
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tirelp ufelefs, The Gofpel isa Language f do not
underfland when it oppofes my Pafion. Thofe
Qaths which I have taken before the Holy Altar, |
are feeble Helps when oppofed to you. Amidf}
fo many Voices which call meto my Daty, I hear
and obey Nothing buat the fecret Di&ates of a.
defperate Paflion. Void of all Relith for Virtue,
any Concern for my Condition, or any Applicati-
on to my Stadies, I am continually prefent by my
Imagination where I ought not to be, and I find I
have no Power, when [ would at any Time cor-
re& it. I feel a perpetual Strife between my In-
¢glination and my Duty. I find myfelf entirely a
diftracted Lover; unquiet in the Midft of Silence,
and reftle(s in this Abode of Peace and Repofe.
How fhameful is fuch a Condition |
Confider me no more, I entreat you, as a
Fourder, or any great Perfonage; your Encomi-
ums do bat ill agree with fuch multiplied Weak-
nefles. Iam a miferable Sinner, proftrate before
my Judge, and with my Face prefled to the Easth,
I mix my Tears and Sighs in the Duft, when the
Beams of Grace and Reafon enlighten me. Come,
fee me in this Poftore, and folicit me to love you ?
Come, if you think fit, and in your Holy Habit
throft yourfelf between God and me, and bea
Wall of Separation. Come, and force from me
thofe Sighs, Thoughts, and Vows, which I owe
to himonly. Afift the Evil Spirits, and be the In-
firument of their Malice. What cannot you in-
duce
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ducea Heart to, whofe Weaknefs you {0 pesfelly
know ? Bot rather withdraw yeurfelf, and eomntri-
bate to my Salvation. Soffer me to avoid De-
firu&@ion, I entreat you, by our former tendereft
Affe&tion, and by our common Misfortunes. It
will always be the higheft Love to fhew none: I
here releafe you of all your Oaths, and Engage--
ments. Be God’s wholly, to whem you are ap-
propriated ; I will never oppofe fo pious a Defiga.
How happy fhall I be if I thus lofe yoa! then
fhall I be indeed a Religions, and you a perfe&t
Example of an Abbefs.

Make yourfelf Amends by fo glorious a Choice ;
make your Virtue a Speftacle worthy Men and
Angels: Be humble among your Children, afiide-
ous in your Choir, exa& in your Difcipline, dili-
gent in your Reading ; make even your Recreati-
ons ufeful. Have you purchafed yoar Vocation
at fo flight a Rate, as that you fhould not turn it
to the beft Advantage ? Since you have permitted
yourfelf to be abufed by falfe Do&rine, and crimi-
nal Inftru&ions, refit not thofe good Counfels
which Grace and Religion infpire me with. I
will confefs to you, I have thought myfelf hitherto
an abler Mafter to inftill Vice, than to excite Vir-
tue. My falfe Eloquence has only fet off falfe
Good. My Heart, drank with Voluptuoufnefs,
could only fuggeft Terms proper and moving to re-
commend that. The Cup of Sinners overflows
with fo enchanting a Sweetnefs, and we are natu-

' rally
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rally fo much inclined to tafte it, that it needs on-
ly be offered to- us. On the other Hand, the
Calice of Saintsis filled with a bitter Draught, and
Natare ftarts from it. And yet you reproach me
with Cowardice for giving it you firft ; I willingly
fubmit to thefe Accufations. I cannot enough ad-
mire the Readinefs you fhewed to take the religi-
ous Habit : Bear therefore with Courage the Crofs
which you have taken up fo refolutely. Drink of
the Calice of Saints, even to the Bottom, without
turning your Eyes with Uncertainty upon me. Let
me remove far from you, and obey the Apoftle
who hath faid fy.

You intreat me to return, under a Pretence of
Devotion. - Your Earneftnefs in this Point creates
a Sufpicion in me, and makes me doubtfol how
to anfwer you. Should I eommit an Error here,
my Words would bluth, if I may fay fo, after the
Hiftory of my Misfortunes. The Church is
jealous of its Glory, and commands that her
Children fhounld be induced to the Praice of Vir-
tue by virtuous Means. When we have approach-
ed God after an unblameable Manner, we may
then with- Boldnefs invite others to him. Bat to
forget Heloife, to fee her no more, is what Heaven
demands of Adbelard ; ard to expe& Nothing from
Abelard, to lofe him, even in Idea, is what
Heaven enjoins Heloife. 'To forget, inthe Cafe of
Love, is the moft neceflary Penitence, and the
moft difficalt. It is eafy to recount our Faults;

how
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how many, through Indifcretion, have made thems
felves a fecond Pleafure of this, inftead of confef-
fing them with Homility. The only Way to retarr
to God is, by neglefting the Creature which we
bave adored, and adoring God whom we have nez
gleed. This may appear harfh, but it muft bé
dane if we would be faved.

To make it more eafy, obferve why I prefled

you to your Vow before I took mine ; and pardon
my Sincerity, and the Defign I have of meriting
your Negle&t and Hatred, if I conceal Nothing
from you of the Particalars you enquire after,
When I faw myfelf fo opprefled with my Misfor-
tune, my Impotency made me jealous, and I cond
fidered all Men as my Rivals, Love has more of
Diftralt than Affurance. I wasapprehenfive of a:
bundance of Things, ‘becaufe I faw 1-had Abun-
dance of Defefs ; and being tormented with Fear
from my own ‘Example, I imagined your Heart;
which had been fo much accuftomed to Love;
wouid not be long without entering into a new
Engagement. Jealoufy can.eafily believe the moff
dreadful Confequences, I was defirous to put
myfelf out of a Poflibility of doubting of you. I
was very urgent to perfuade youthat Decency res
quired you fhould withdraw from the envious Eyes
of the World ; that Modefty, and our Friendthip,
demanded it; nay, that your own Safety obliged
you to it; and that after fuch a Revenge taken

upon
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#pon me, you could expeét to be fecure no where
bat in a Convent..

I will do you Juftice, yoa were very eafily per-
fuaded to it. My Jealoufy fecretly triumphed over
your innocent Compliance § and yet, triamphant
as I was, Iyielded you up to God with an unwil-
ling Heart. I ftill kept my Gift as much as was
poflible, and only parted with it thac I might ef-
feGually put it out of the Power of Men. I did
not perfuade you to Religion out of any Reégard
to your Happinefs, but condemned you to it, like
an Enemy who deftroys what he cannot carry off,
And yet you heard my Difcourfes with Kindnefs,
you fometimes interrupted me with Tears, and
prefled me to acquaint you which of the Convents
was moft in my Efteem. What a Comfort did I
feel in feeing you fhat up I I was now atEafe, and,
took a Satisfattion in confidering that you did not
continue long in the World after my Difgrace, and
that you would return in it no more.

But ftill this was doubtful; Iimagined Women
were incapable of maintaining any conftant Re-
folutions, unlefs they were forced by the neceflity
of fixed Vows. I wanted thofe Vows, and Heaven
ifelf for your Secaurity, that I might no longer dif-
truft you. Ye holy Manfions, ye impenetrable
Retreats, from what numberlefs Apprehenfions
have you freed me? Religion and Piety keep a
fri& Guard round your Grates and high Walls.
What a Haven of Reft is this to a jealous Mind !

And
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And with what Impatience did I endeavourit! I
went every Day trembling to exhort you to thil
Sacrifice; I admired, without daring to mention
it then, a brightnefs in your Beauty which I had
never obferved before. Whether it was the Bloom
of arifing Virtue, or an Anticipation of that gréat
lofs I was going to fuffer, I was not curions in ex-
amining the Caufe, but only haftened your being
Profefled. I engaged your Priorefs in my Guilt
by a criminal Bribe, with which I purchafed the
Right of burying you. The profefled of the
Houfe were aliked bribed, and concealed from
you, by my Direétions, all their Scruples and
Difgufts. I omitted nothing, either little or great:
And if you had efcaped all my Snares, I myfelf
would not have retired: I was refolved to follow
you every where. This Shadow of myfelf would
always have purfued your Steps, and continually
eccafioned either your Confufion or Fear, whiclh
. would have been a fenfible Gratification to me.
. Butthanks to Heaven, yourefolved to make 4
Vow ; I accompanied you with Terror to the Foot
of the Altar: and while you firetched out yout
Hand to touch the facred Cloth, I heard you pro-
nounce diftinétly thofe fatal Words which for evef
feparated you from all Men. 'Till then your Beau.
ty and Youth feemed to oppofe my Defign, end to
_threaten your return into the World. Mighe it
a {mall Temptation have changedyou ? Is it pof-
fibleto renounce ones felf entirely at theAge of Two
and

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



ABELARD to HELOISE, 123
and Twenty? At an Age which claims the moft
abfolute Liberty, could you think the World no
longer worthy of your Regard ? How much did
I wrong you, and what Weaknefs did I impute to
you? You were in my Imagination nothing but
Lightnefs and Inconftancy. Might not a young
Woman at the Noife of the Flames; and of the
fall of Sodom, look back, and pity fome one Per-
fon? T took notice of your Eyes, your Motion,
your Air; I trembled at every Thing. You may
call fuch a felf-interefted Condu& Treachery, Per-
fidioafnefs, Murther. A Love which was fo like
to Hatred, otght to provoke the utmoft Contempt
and Anger:

It is fit you fhould know that the very Moment,
when I was convinced of your being entirely de-
voted to me, when I faw you were infinitely wor-
thy of all my Love and Acknowledgment; I ima-
gined I conld love yon no more ; I thought it time
to leave off giviog you any Marks of Affe&ion
and I confidered that by your Holy Efpoufals you
were now the peculiar Care of Heaven, even in the
Quality of a Wife, My Jealoufy feemed to be ex-
tinguithed : When God only is our Rival, we have
nothing to fear; and being in greater Tranquilis
ty than ever before, I dared even to offer up
Prayers, and befeech him to take you away from
my Eyes: bot it was not a Time to make rath
Prayers ; and my Faith was too ix_nperfe& to let
them be heard: He wlio fees the Depths and Se-

crets
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crets of all Men’s Hearts, faw mine did not agree-
with my Words. Neceflity and Defpair were the:
Springs of this Proceeding. 'Thus 1 inadvertently
offered an Infult to Héaven, rather than a Sacrifice.
God rejefted my OFfering and my Prayer, -and
contihued my Puniftiment, by fuffering me to con-
tinde my Love. Thus under the Guilt of your-
Vows, and of the Paflion which prececeded them, I
ol be tormented all the Days of my Life.

* If God fpoke to your Hearr, as to thatof a Re-
ligious whofe Innocénce had firft engaged him to
heap on it a thoufand Favours, I fhouold have mat-
tér of Comfort ; ‘bt to fee both of us Vi&ims of.
a criminal Love ; to fee this Love infult us, and
invedt itfelf with our very Habits,. as with Spoils it
hus taken from our Dévétion, fills me with Hor-
sot ahd Trembling., Is this a State of Réprobati-
oii? Or are thefe the Confequences of a long:
Dhrurikennefs in Prophane Love ! We cannot fay
Dove is a Dronkennefs and a Poifon, ’till we are
ilfuminated by Grace; in the mean Time it is an
Evil which we doat on. When we are under fuch
a'Miflake, the knowledge of our Mifery is the firft’
Step towards Amendment. Whodoes not know that
*t18 for the Glory of God, to find no other Foonda-
tion in Man for his Mercy, than'Man’s very Wedk-
néfs ¢ When he has fhewed us this Weaknefs, dnd)
we bewail it, he is ready to put foith his Omnipo-
ténce to affit us. Let us fay for our Comfort, that
what we fuffer is one of thofe long and terrible.

: Temptas
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Temptations which have fometimes difturbed the
Vocations of the moft Holy.

God can afford his Prefence to Men, in order to
foften their Calamities, wheiever he fhall tnk fit.
It was his Pleafure, when you took the Veil, to
draw you to him by his Grace. I faw your Eyes,
when you fpoke your laft Farewel, fixed upon the
Crofs. It was above fix Months before you wrote
me a Letter, nor during all that Time did I res
ceive any Meflage from you, I admired this Sis
lence, which I durft not blame, and could not imi-
tate: I wrote to you, you returned me po Anfwer:
Your Heart was then fhut : but this Garden of the
Spoufe is now opened, he is withdrawn from it,
and has left you alone: By removing from you,
he has made Tiial of you; call him back, and
ftrive to regain him. We muft have the Affiftance
of God, that we may break our Chains; we have
engaged too deeply in Love, to free ourfelves,
Our Follies have penetrated even into the moft fa-
cred Places. Our Amours have been Matter of
Scandal to a whole Kingdom. They areread and
admired; Love which produced them, bas caufed
them to be delcribed. We fhall be a Confolation
for the Failings of Youth hereafter. Thofe who
offend after us, will think themfelves lefs Guilty.
We are Criminals whofe Repentance is late, O
may it be fincere ! Let us repair, as far as is poffi-
ble, the Evils we have done ; and let France, which
has been the Witnefs of our Crimes, be aflonifhed

) Iz at
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at our Penitence. Let us confound all who would:
imitate our Ghilt ; let us take the Part of God a-
gaioft ourfelves, and by fo doing prevent his Judg-
ment. Qur former Irregularities require Tears,
Shame, and Sorrow to expiate them. Let us offer
up thefe Sacrifices from our Hearts ; let-us blufh,

let us weep. If in thefe weak Beginnings, Lord,.
our Hearv is not entirely thine, let.it at leaft be

made fenfible that it oughtto be fo I

Deliver yourfelf, Hekife,. from the hameful Re-

mains of a Paffion which has taken too deep Root.

Remember that the leaft Thought for any other

than God is an Adultery. If you could fee me

here with my meager Face, and- melancholy Air,.
furrounded with Numbers of perfecuting Monks,

who are alarmed at my Reputation for Learning,

and offended at my lean Vifage, asif I threatened

them with a Reformation; whatwould you fay of:
my bafe Sighs, and of thofe anprofitable Tears
_which deceive thefe creduldus Men. Alas!” I'am

humbled under Love, and not- under the Crofs.

Pity me, and free youtfelf. If your Vocation be,.
as youfay, my Work,. deprive me not of the Me-
rit of it by your continual Inquietudes. Tell me

that you will honour the Habit which covers you,
by an inward Retirement. . Fear God, that you

may be delivered from your Frailties. Love him,.
if you would advance in Virtwe. Be not uneafy

in the Cloifter, forit is the Dwelling of Saints..

Embmce your Band:, they are the Chains of Chrift

Jefus .
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Jefus: He will lighten them, and bear them with
you, if you bear them with Hamility.

Without growing fevere to a Paffion which yet
poflefles you, learn from your own Mifery to fuc-
cour your weak Sifters; pity them upon Confidera-
tion of your own Faults. And if any Thoughts
too nataral fhall importune you, fly to the Foot
of the Crofs, and beg for Mercy; there are Wounds
open; lament before the dying Deity. Atthe
Head of a religious Socicty be not a Slave, and
baving Rule over Queens, begin to govern yourfelf.
Blufh at the Jeaft Revolt of your Senfes. Remem-
ber that even at the Foot of the Altar we often
facrifice to lying Spirits, and that no Incenfe can
‘be more agrecable to them, than that which in
thofe holy Places burns in the Heart of a Religious
ftill fenfible of Paffion and Love. If during your
Abode in the World, your Soul has acquired a
Habit of Loving, feel it now no more but for
Jefus Chritt. Repent of allthe Moments of your
Life which you have wafted upon the World, and
upon Pleafure ; demand them of me, ’tis a Rob-
bery which Fam guilty of; take Courage, and
boldly reproach me with it.

I have been indeed your Mafter, but it was anly
to teach you Sin. You call me your Father; be-
fore I had any Claim to this Title, I deferved that
of Parricide. I am your Brother, but ’tis the Af-
finity of our Crimes that has purchafed me that
Diftin&tion. I am called your Hufband, bat it is

Is after
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after a publick Scandal. If you have abufed ths
Sandity of fo many venerable Names in the Supera
feription of your Letter, to do me Honour, and
flatter your own Paffion, blot them ont, and place
in their Stead thofe of a Murtherer, a Villain, an
Enemy, who has confpired againft your Honour,
troubled your Quiet, and betrayed your Innocence,
You would have perithed through my Means, but
for an extraordinary A& of Grace, which, that
you might be faved, has thrown me down in the
Middle of my Courfe.

This is the Idea you ought to have of a Fugi-
tive, who endeavours to deprive you of the Hope
of feeing bim any more. But when Love has once
been fincere, how difficult is it to determine to love
no more? 'Tis a thoufand Times more eafy to re-
nounce the World than Love. I hate this deceit.
ful faithlefs World ; I think no more of it; but
my Heart fill wandring, will etcmally make me
feel thc Anguifh of having loft you, in f{pite of all
the ConviQtions of my Underftanding. In the
mean Time, though I fhould be fo cowardly as ta
setra& what you have read, .do not fuffer me to of-
‘fer myfelf to your Thoughts, but under this laft
Notion. Remember my laft Endeavours were to
feduce your Heart. You pesifhed by my Means,
and I with you. The fame Waves fwallowed us
both up. We waited for Death with Indifference,
and the fame Death had carried us headlong to the
famc Punﬂhmcnts. But Provndence has turned off

this
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‘this Blow, and our Shipwreck has thrown us .into
a Hayen. There are Some whom the Merc pf
God faves by Aflliions, Let my Salvition be
the Fruit of your Prayers ! Let me owe it to your
Tears or exemplary Holinefs.! Though my Heart,
. Lord! be filled with the Love of one of thy Crea-
tures, thy Hand can when it pleafes draw out of it
thofe Idgas which §ll its whole Capacity. To love
Heloife truly, is to leave her intirely to that Quiet
which Retirement apd.Virtue afford. ] have aé-
folved it; this Letter fhall be my lak Fasls. —A-
-dieu.

If I die here, I will gine ( Ordas that my-Rody be
carried to the Houfe of the Paracki. You fhall
fee me in that Condition ; net to demand Taars
from you, ‘twill then be too late; weep rashgpfor
me now, to extinguith that Fire which bgrgs me.
¥ou fhall fee me, to. firengthen yaus Pjety by the
Horror of this Carcafe,; and my Death ther mpre
eloguent than I can be, will tell you what you
love, when you love a Man. 1 hope you w}ll bo
contented, when you have finithed this mortal Life,
to be huried near me, Your cold Athes need
fear Nothing, and my Tomb will by that Mea.ns l:
amore rich and more renowned.

i -~

Iy  LEFTES
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LETTER IV
HELOISE to ABELARD.

I the following Letter the Paffion of Helpife breaks
ont with more Violence than ever. That awbich fbe
bad reccived from Abelard, infiead of fortif5ing ber

* Refolutions, ferved only to ecvive in ber Memory all

- sheir paft Bndearments and Misfortunes. With this
dospreffon, for .awrites: again to ber Hufband ; and

. appears now, not fo much in the Charadler of a Re-
kgions, friving awith the Remains of her former
Weaknsfs, as in that of ax unbappy Woman aben-
M f0 all the Tr-wﬁnu qf Lowe and Defpair,

7 Abela.rd ber well-beloed in Chrift Fefus, from
. Heloife bis qwell-beloved in the fame Chrift Fefus.

@ Read the Letter I received from you
NE With Abundance of Impatience :

a In Spite of all my Misfortunes, §
f hoped to find Nothing in it befides
? Arguments of Comfort. But how
fagenious are Lovers in tormenting themfelves |
Judge of the exquifite Senfibility and Force of my
Love, by that which capfes the Grief of my Soul.

I,
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{ was difturbed at the Superfeription of your Let-
ter; why did you place the Name of Heloife before
that of Abelard? What means this cruel and unjuft
Diftinflion ? *Twas your Name only, the Name of
a Father, and of a Hufband, which my eager Eyes
fought after. I did not look for my own, whichI
had much rather, if poflible, forget, as being the
Caufe of your Misfortune. The Rules of Deco-
rum, and the Chara@er of Mafter and Dire&or
which you have over me, oppofed that ceremoni-
ous Manner of addrefing me; and Love com-
minded you to banifhit: Alas! you know all this
but too well.
Did you write thus to me before cruel Fortune
had ruined my Happinefs ? I fee your Heart has
. deferted me, and you have made greater Advances

\

in the Way of Devotion than I could with : Alafs [‘* '

I am too weak to follow you ; condefcend at leat
to ftay for me, and animate me with your Advice.
Will you have the Cruelty to abandon me? The
Fear of this ftabs my Heart ; But the fearful Pre-
fages you make at the latter End of your Letter,
thofe terrible Images you draw of your Death,
quite diftra& me. Cruel dbelard! you ought to
have flopped my Tears, and you make them flow.
You ought to have quieted the Diforder of my
Heart, and you throw me into Defpair.

You defire that after your Death I fhould take
Care of your Afhes, and pay them the laft Duties.
Alafs! in what Temper did you conceive thefe

mournfal
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mournful Ideas? And how conld you deferibe
them tome ? Did not the Apprehenfion of caufing
ay prefent Death make the Pen drop from your
Hand? You did not refle&, I fuppofe, upon all
thofe Torments to which you were going to de-
liver me. Heaven as fevere as it has been againft
me, is not in fo great a Degree {o, as to permit me
10 live one Moment after you. Life, without my
Abelard, is an unfupportable Punifhment, and
Death a moft exquifite Happinefs, if by that
Means I can be united with him. If Heaven hears
¢he Prayers I continaally make for you, your Daye
will be prolonged, and you will bury me.

Is it not your Part to prepare me by your
powerful Exhortations againft that great Crifis,
which fhakes the moft refolate and confirmed
Minds 2 Is it not your Part to receive my laft
Sighs, take Care of my Fuoeral, and gjve an Ac-
«count of my Manners and Faith? Who but you
can recommend us worthily to God, and by the
Fervour and Merit of your Prayers, condu thofe
Souls to him which you havejoined to his Worfhip
by folemn Contra@ts ? We expeét thefe pions Offi-
ces’ from your paternal Charity. After this you
awill be free from thofe Difquietudes which now
moleft you, and you will quit Life with more Eafe
whenever it fhall pleafe God to call you away. You
may follow us content with what you have dore,
andin a full Affuragce of our Happinefs. Butull
then write not to me any fuch terrible Things; Are

we
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we not already fufficiently miferable ? Muft we ag-
gravate our Sorrows 2 Our Life here is but a lan-
guithing Death; will you haften it ? Our prefent
Difgraces are fufficient to employ our Thoughts
continually, and fhall we feek for new Arguments
of Grief in Futurities? How void of Reafon are
Men, faid Seneca, to make diftant Evils prefent by
Reflettion, and to take Pains before Death to lofe
all the Comforts of Life ?

When you have finithed your Courfe here be-
low, you fay it is your Defire that your Body be
carried to the Houfe of the Paraclete ; to the In-
tent that being always expefed to my Eyes, you
may be for ever prefent to my Mind; and that
your dead Body may ftrengthen our Picty, and ani.
mate our Prayers. Can yoa think that the Traces

you have drawn in my Heart can ever be worn
" out; or that any length of Time can obliterate the
Memory we have here of your Benefits? And
what Time fhall I find for thofe Prayers you fpeak
of > alas, I fhall then be filled with other Cares.
Can fo heavy a Misfortune leave me a Moment’s
Quiet? Can my fecble Reafon refit fuch power-
ful Affaults ? When I am diftraed and raving,
(if I dare fay it) even againft Heaven itfelf, I
-fhall not fofien it by my Prayers, but rather pro-
voke it by my Cries and Reproaches | But how
fhould I pray : Or how bear up againft my Grief?
I fhould be more urgent to follow you, than to pay
you the fad Ceremonies of Burial. It is for you,

for
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for dbelard, that I have refolved to live: if you
are ravithed from me, what Ufe can I make of my
miferable Days? Alas! What Lamentations
thould I make, if Heaven, by a cruel Pity, fhould
preferve me till that Moment? When I but think
of this Jaft Separation, I feel all the Pangs of
Death ; what fhall I be then, if I thould fee this
dreadfal Hour ? Forbear therefore to infufe into
my Mind fuch mournful Thoughts, if not for Love,
atleaft for Pity.

You defire me to give myfelf up to my Daty,
and to be wholly God’s, to whom I am confe-
crated. How can I do that, when you frighten
me with Apprehenfions that continually poffefs my
Mind Day and Night? When an Evil threatens
us, and it is impodiible to ward it off, why do we
give up ourfelves to the unprofitable ‘Fear of it,
which is yet even more tormenting than the Evil
itfelf ?

What have I to hope for after this Lofs of you?
What can confine me to Earth, when Death fhall
have taken away from me all that was dear upon
it? I have renounced without Difficulty all the
Charms of Life, preferving only my Love, and the
fecret Pleafure of thinking inceflantly of you,-and
hearing that youlive. And yet, alafs! you donot
live for me, and I dare not even flatter myfelf
with the Hopes that I fhall ever enjoy a Sight of
you more ! This is the greateft of my Afficions;
Mercilefs Fortune | Haft thou not perfecuted me

' enough ?
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enough 7 Thou doft not give me any Refpite;
thou haft exhaufted all thy Vengeance upon me,
and referved thyfelf Nothing whereby thou may’#t
appear terrible toothers. Thou haft wearied thy-
felf in tormenting me, and others have Nothing
now to fear from thy Anger. But to what Pur-
pofe doft thou ftill arm thyfelf againft me? The
Wounds I have already received leave no Room
for new ones ; why cannot I urge thee to kill me ?
Or doft thou fear, amidft the numercus Torments
thou heapeft on me, doft thou fear that fuch a
Stroke would deliver me from all ? Therefore thon
preferveft me from Death, in order to make me
die every Moment,

Dear Abelard, pity my Defpair! Was ever any
Thing fo miferable! The higher you raifed me
above other Women who envied me your Love,
the more fenfible am I now of the Lofs of youor
Heart. I was exalted to the Top of Happinefs, -
only that I might have a more terrible Fall. No-
thing could formerly be compared to my Pleafures,

“and Nothing now can equal my Mifery. My
Glory once raifed the Envy of my Rivals; my pre-
fent Wretchednefs moves the Compaflion of all
that fec me. My Fortune has been always in Ex-
tremes, fhe has heaped on me her moft delightful
Favours, that fhe might load me with the greateft of
her Afliions. Ingenious in tormenting me, fhe
has made the Memory of the Joys I havelo, an
inexbanftible Spring of my Tears. Love, which

' pofleft
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pofleft was her greateft Gift, being taken away,
occafions all my Sorrow. In fhort, her Malice has
entirely fu¢ceeded, and I find my prefent Aflictions
proportionably bitter as the Tranfports which
charmed me were fweet,

But what aggravates my Sufferings yet more, is,
that we began to be miferable at a Time when we
feemed the leaft to deferve it. While we gave
ourfelves up to the Enjoyment of a criminal
Love, Nothing oppofed our vicious Pleafures.
But fcarce had we retrenched what was unlawfal
in our Paffion, and taken Refuge in Marriage
againft that Remorfe which might have purfued
us, but the whole Wrath of Heaven fell on us in
all its Weight. But how barbarous was your
Punitfhment? The very Remembrance makes me
fhake with Horror, Could an outrageous Huf-
band make a Villain fuffer more that had difhon-
oured his Bed? Ah! what Right had a cruel Un-
cle over us ? We were joined to each other even
before the Altar, which fhould have protetted you
from the Rage of your Enemies. Muft a Wife
draw on you that Punithment which ought not to
fall on any but an adulterous Lover ? Befides, we
were feparated ; you were bufy in your Exercifes,
and inftrufted a learned Auditory in Myfteries
which the greateft Geniufes before you were not
able to penetrate ; and I, in Obedience to you, re-
tired to a Cloifter. I there fpent whole Days in
thinking of you, and fomctimes meditating on

holy
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holy Leflons, to which I endeavoared to apply my-
felf. - Inthis very Junflure yoa becamethe ViQim
of the moft unhappy Love. You alone expiated
the Crime common to us both: You only were
punithed, though both of us were guilty. You,
who were leatt {o, was the Obje& of the whole
Vengeance of a barbarous Man. Bat why fhould .
T rave at your Affaflins ? J, wretched I, have ruin-
ed you, I have been the Original of all your Mif-
fortunes! Good Heaven! Why was I born to be:
the Occafion of fo- tragical an Accident? How
dangerous is it for a great Man to fuffer himfelf to-
be moved by our Sex ! He oaght from his Infancy-
to be inured to Infenfibility of Heart, againft all
our Charms, Hearken, my Son, (faid formesly the:
wifeft of Men) attend and keep my Inflrufiions ; if «
beautiful Womnan by ber Looks endeavour to intice thet,,
permit not thyfelf to be overcome by a corrupt lucling-
tian ; rejeld the Poifon foe offers, and follovs not the
Paths awbich fbe diretss Her Houfe is the Gate of
Defirution awd Death. 1 have long examined:
Things, and have found that Death itfelf is a lefs
dangerous Evil than Beauty. 'Tis the Shipwreck.
" of Liberty, a fatal Snare, from which it is impaf-
fible ever.to get free. *Twas Woman which threw
down the firt Man from that glorious Coudition in.
which Heaven had placed him. She who was
created in order to partake of his Happinefs, was
the fole Caufe of his Roin. How bright hed been
thy Glory, Samp/fon, if thy Heart had been as fism.

againtt
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againft the Charms of Dafideb, as againft the Weds
pons of the Philifiines! A Woman difarmed and
betrayed thee, who had#t been a glorious Conque-
rorof Armies. Thoa faw’t thyfelf delivered into
the Hands of thy Enemies ; thou waft deprived of
thy Eyes, thofeInlets of Love into thy Soul: Dif-
tracted and defpairing didft thou die, without any
Confolation but that of involving thy Enemies in
thy Deftruion. Solemom, that he might pleafe
Women, forfook the Care of pleafing God, That
King, whofe Wifdom Princes came from all Parts
to admire, he whom God had chofe to build him
a Temple, abandoned the Worfhip of thofe very
Alears he had defended, and proceeded to fuch 2
Pitch of Folly as even to burn Incenfe to Idols.
JFeb had no Enemy more cruel than his Wife;
What Temptations did he not bear? The evil Spis
rit who had declared himfelf his Perfecator, em<
ployed a Woman as an Inftrument to fhake his
Conftancy. And the fame evil Spirit made Heloif§
an Inftrument to ruin Abelard! All the poor Com~
fort I have is, that I am not the voluntary Caafe
of your Misfortunes, I have not betrayed you;
but my Conftancy and Love have been deftruétive.
toyou. If I have committed a Crime in having
loved you with Conftancy, I fhall never be able to-
repent of that Crime, Indeed I gave myfelf up too -
much to the Caprivity of thefe foft Errors into
which my rifing Paffion feduced me. I have en«
deavoured to pleafc you, even at the Expence of
my

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



HELOISE to ABELARD. 139

my Virtae, and therefore deferve thofe Pains I
feel, My guilty Tranfports could not but have a
tragical End, Asfoon as I was perfuaded of your
Love, alas, I fcarce delayed a Moment refigning
myfelf to all your Proteftations: To be beloved by
Abelard, was, in my Efteem, too much Glory, and
I too impaticatly defired it, not to believe it imme-
diately. 1 endcavoured at Nothing but convincing
you of my utmoft Paffion. I made no Ufe of thofe
‘Defences of Difdain and Honour; thofe Enemies
of Pleafure which tyrannize over our Sex, made in
me but a weak and unprofitable Refiftance. [
facrificed all to my Love, and I forced my Daty
to give Place to the Ambition of making happy
the moft gallant and learned Perfon of the Age.
If any Confideration had been able to flop me, it
would have been without Doubt the Intereft of my
Love. I feared left having Nothing further for you
to defire, your Paflion might become languid, and
you might feek for new Fleafures in fome new Con-
queft. Bat it was eafy for you to cure me of a
Sufpicion fo oppofite to my own Inclination. I
ought to have forefeen other more certain Evils ;
.and to have .confidered that the Idea of loft En-
joyments would be the Trouble of my’ whole
Life.

How happy fhould I be, could I wath out with
my Tears the Memory of thofe Pleafures, which
yet I think of with Delight? At leaft I will exert
fome generous Endeavour, and by fmothering ir

K my
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my Heart thofe Defires to which the Frailty of my’
Natare may give Birth, I will exercife Torments
apon myfelf, like thofe the Rage of your Enemies
has made you fuffer. I will endeavour by that
Means to fatisfy you at leaft, if I cannot appeafe
an angry God. For to fhew you what a deplora-
ble Condition I am in, and how far my Repen-
tance is from being available, 1 dare even accufe
Heaven every Moment of Cruelty, for delivering,
you into thofe Snares which were prepared for you.
My Repinings kindle the Divine Wrath, when I
fhould endeavour to draw down Mercy.

In order to expiate a Crime,. 'tis not {ufficient:
that we bear the Punifhment; whatever we fuffer
is accounted as Nothing, if the Paffions ftill conti~
nue, and the Heart is inflamed with the fame De-
fires. "Tis an.eafy Matter to confefs a Weakaefs,
and to inflit fome Ponifhment upon ourfelves;
but “tis the laft Violence to our Nature to extinguith
the Memory of Pleafures, which by a fweet Habit.
have gained abfolute Poffeffion of our Minds. How
many Perfons do we obferve who make an outward
Confeflion of their Faults, yet far from being af-
flied for them, take a new Pleafure in the relas-
ing them. Bitternefs of Heart ought to accom-
pany the Confeflion of the Mouth, yet thas very
rarely happens. I, who have experienced fo many
Pleafures in loving you, feel, in fpite of myfelf,
that I cannot repent of them, nor forbear enjoy-
ing them over again as much as is poffible, by re-

collefling,
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colle&xng them in my Memory. Wlmeve; Eo-
deavours I ufe, on whatever Side I turp me, the
fweet Idea fill purfues me, and every Obje& brings
to my Mind what I ooght to forget. During the
ftill Night, when my Heart ought to be quiet in
the Midft of Sleep, which fufpends the greateft
Difturbances, I cannot avoid thofe Illufions my
Heart entertains. I think I am fill with my dear
Abelard, T feehim, I fpeak to him, and hear him
anfwer. Charmed with each other, we quit our
philofophic Stpdies to entertain ourfelves with
our Paffion. Sometimes too I feem to be a Wit-
nefs of the bloody Enterprize of your Enemies; I
oppofe their Fary, I fill our Apartment with fear-
ful Cries, and in the Moment I awake in Tears.
Even into holy Places befare the Altar I carry with
me the Memory of our guilty Loves. They are my
whole Bufine(s, and far from lamenting for having
been feduced, I figh for havmg loft them.

I remember (for Notbmg is forgot by Lovers)
the Tine and Place in which you firf} dedgmd
your Love to me, and fwore ypu would love metill
Dcath Your Words, ypur Qaths, are all deeply
graven jn my Heart. The Diforder of my Dif-
courfe difcovers to every one the Trouble of my
Mind. My Sighs betray me; and your Naqle is
continually in my Mouth. When I am in this
Condition, why doft not thou, O Lord! pity my
Weaknefs, and firengthen me by thy Grace ? Yon
are happy, Abelard, this Grace has prevented you ;
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and your Misfortane has been the” Occafion of
your finding Reft. The Punifhment of your Bedy
has ¢dred the deadly Wounds of your Soul. The
Tempett has driven you into the Haven. God,
who feemed to lay his Hand heavily upon you,
fought only to help you; He is a Father chaftiz-
ing, and not an Enemy revenging ; a wile Phyfi-
cian, putting you to fome Pain in order to preferve
your Life. I am a thoufand Times more to be
lamented than you; I have a thoufand Paflions to
tombat with. I muft refift thofe Fires which Love
kindles in a young Heart. OurSexis Nothing but
Weaknefs, and I have the greater Difficulty tode-
fend myfelf, becaufe the Enemy that attacks me
pleafes me ; I doat on the Danger which threatena
me, howthen can I avoid falling ?

In the Midft of thefe Struggles, T endeavour
at leaft to conceal my Weaknefs from thofe you
have entrufted to my Care. All who are about
me admire my Virtue, but could their Eyes pene-
trate into my Heart, what would they not dif-
cover? My Paffions there are in a Rebellion; I pre-
fide over others, but cannot rule myfelf. I have
but a falfe Covering, and this feeming Virtoe is a
real Vice. Men judge me praife- worthy, butl am
guilty before God, from whofe All feeing Eye
‘Nothing is hid, and who views, through all their
Foldings, the Secrets of all Hearts. I cannot’
efcape his Difcovery. And yet it isa greatdeal to
me to maintain even this Appearance of Virtue,

This
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This troublefome Hypocrify is in fome Sort com-
mendable. I give no Scandal tp the World, which
is {o eafy to take bad Impreflions. I do not fhake
the Virtue of thefe feeble Ones who are under my
Condu&. With my Heart full of the Love of Man,
I exhort then at leaft to love only God: Charmed
with the Pomp of worldly Pleafures, I endeavour
to fhew them that they are all Deceit and Vanity.
I'have juft Strength enough to conceal fiom them
my Inclinations, and I Jook upon that as a power-
ful Effe& of Grace. If it is not {ufficient to make
me embrace Virtue, 'tis euough to keep me from
committing Sin.

And yet it is in vain to endeavour to f{cparate
thefe two Things. They mult be guilty who merit
Nothing ; and they depart from Virtue who delay
to approach it. Bcfides, we ought to have no o-
ther Motive than the Love of God; alas! what
can I then hope for? Iown, to my Confufion, I
fear more the offending a Man, than the provoking
God, and ftudy lefs to pleafe him than you. Yes,
*twas your Command only, and not a fincere Vo-
cation, as is imagined, that fhut me up in thefe
Cloifters. I fought to give you Eafe, and not to
fan&lify myfelf. How unhappy am I? I tear my-
felf from all that pleafes me; I bwy myfelf here
alive, 1 exercife myfelf in the moft rigid Faftings,
and fuch Severities as cruel Laws impofe on us;
I feed myfelf with Tears and Sorrows; and not-
withftanding this I deferve nothing for all the L1ard-
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thips I foffer. My falfe Picty has long décsived
you as well &sothers; you have thooght me eafy,
yet I was more diftarbed than ever. You perfuaded
yourfelf I was wholly taken up with my Duty, yet

I had no Bufinefs but Love. Under this Miftake

you defire my Prayers ; alas | I muft expe& yours.
Do not prefume upon my Virtue and my Care. I
am wavering, and you maft fix me by your Advice.
I am yet feeble, you mof faftain and guide me by
your Counfel,

What Occafion had you to pra:fe me ? Praife is

often hurtful to thofe on whom it is beflowed. A

fecret Vanity {prings up in the Heart, blinds us,
and conceals from us Wounds that are ill cured.
A Seducer flatters us, and at the fame Time aims
at our Deftradtion. A fincere Friend difgnifes No-
thing from us, and far from pafling a light Hand
over the Wouond, makes us feel it the more intenfe-
Iy, by applying Remedies. Why do you not deal
after this Manner with me ¢ Will you be efteemed
a bafe dangerous Flatterer ; or, if you chance to
fee any Thing commendable in me, have you no
fear that Vanity, which is fo natural to all Women,
fhotild quite efface it? Bat let s not judge of Vir-
tue by outward Appearances, for then the Repro-
" bate as well as the Ele& may lay Claitn toit. An
artful Impoftor may by his Addrefs gain more Ad-

miration, than the troe Zeal of a Saint.
The Heart of Man is a Labyrinth whofe Wind«
ings are very difficult to be difcovered. The Praifes
: you
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wou give me are the more dangerous, in regard
that I love the Perfon who gives them. The more
I defire to pleafe you, the readier am I to believe
all the Merit you attribute to me. Ah, think ra-
ther how to fupport my Weakoefles by wholfome
Remonfirances.! Be ruthef fearful than confident
of my Salvation ; fay our Virtue is founded upon
Weaknefs, and that thofe only wil be crowned
.who have fought with the greateft Difficulties.:
But I feek not for that Crown which is'the Rewaril
of Victory, I am content to avoid only the Dinger.
It is eafier to keep off, than to win 2 Battle.
There are feveral Degrees in Glory, and I'am
not ambitious of the higheft; thefe I leave to'Souls
of great Courage, who have been often vidtoribus.
I feek not to conquer, out of Fearleft I thould he
‘overconie. appy enough, if I can efcape Ship-
wreck, abd at laft gain the Port. FHeaven com-
minds me to renounce that fatal -Paflionwhich
unites me 40 yoa ; but oh ! my Heart will sever
bt ableto tonfentto it. Adicu.

'J;m' i_’ :‘:t
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HELOISEtw ABELARD.

Heloife bad been dangeroufly ill at the Convent of the
Paraclete: Immediately upon ber Recoery, foe wrote
this Letter to Abelagd.  Sbe feems now to have dif-
engaged berfelf from him, and to bave refolved to
think of Nothing but Repentance ; yet difcovers fome
Emotions, awbich make it doubtful awhether Dewotion
bad entirely triumphed ower ber Pgffion.

WX EAR dbelard, you expedt perhaps that
m D X% I fhould accafe you of Negligence.
You have not anfwered my laft Let-

ALK ter, and Thanks to Heaven in the
Condition I now am, ’tis a Happinefs to me that
you fhew fo mach Infenfibility for the fatal Paffion
which had engaged me to you; atlaft, Abelard,
you have loft Heloife for ever ; Notwithflanding all
the Oaths I made to think of Nothing but you only
and to be entertained with Nothing but you, I have
banithed you from my Thoughts, I have forgot
you. Thoun charming Idea of a Lover I once a-
dored, thou wilt no more be my Happinefs ! Dear
Image of Abelard! thou wilt no more follow me
- every
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every where, I will no more remember thee. O
celebrated Merit of a Man, who in {pite of his E-
nemies, is the Wonder of his Age! O enchanting
Pleafures to which Helsife entirely refigned herfelf,
you, you have been my Tormentors, I confefs, 4-
belard, withouta Blufh, my Infidelity: Let my In-
- conftancy teach the World that there is no depend-
ing upon the Promifes of Women; they are all
fubjet to change. This troubles you, fbelard; this
News without Doubt furprizes you; you could
never imagine Hehife fhould be inconftant. She
was prejudiced by fo flrong an Inclination to you,
that you carnot conceive how Time could alter it.
But be undeceived, I am going to difcover to you
my Falfenefs, though inftead of reproaching me, I
perfuade myfelf you will fhed Tears of Joy.
When I fhall have told you what Rival hath ravith-

- ed my Heart from you, you will praife my Incon-
ftancy, and will pray this Rival to fix it: By this
you may jodge that’tis God alone that takes He-
“bife from you. Yes, my dear Abelard, he gives
my Mind that Tranquillity which a quick Remem-

. brance of our Misfortunes would not fuffer me to
enjoy. Juft Heaven! What other Rival could
take me from you ? Could you imagine it peflible
for any Mortal to blot you from my Heart? Could
you think me guilty of facrificing the virtuous and
learncd Abelard to any other but to God? No, I
believe you have done me Juftice in this Point. I
queflion not but you are impatient to know what
Means
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Means God ufed to accomplith fo great an End 5
I will tell you, and wonder at the fecret Ways of
Providence. Some few Days after you fent me
your laft Letter I fell dangeroufly ill, the Phyfici-
ans gave mc over ; and I expefted certain Death.
Then it was, that my Paffion, which always before
feemed Innocent, appeared criminal to me. My
Memory reprefented faithfally to me all the paft
Adtions of my Life, and I confefs to you, my Love
was the only Pain I felt, Death, whichtill then i
had always confidered as at a Diftance, now pre-
Yented itfelf to me fuch as it appears to Sinners.
I began to dread the Wrath of God, now 1'wad
going to experience it; and I repented I had made
no better Ufe of his Grace. Thofe tender Letters
I bave wrote to you, and thofe paflionate Conver-
fations I have had with you, gave me as much '
Pain now, as they formerly did Pleafure. Ah!
miferable Hebife, faid I, if it is a Crime to give -
onefelf up to fuch foft Tranfports; and if after this
Life is ended, Punifhment certainly follows them;
-why didft thoa not refift fo dangerous an Inclinati-
on? Think on the Tortures that are prepared for
thee, confider with Terror that Store of Torments,
and recolle& at the fame Time thofe Pleafures
which thy deluded Soul thought fo entrancing.
Ah, purfued I, doft thou not almoft defpair for
having rioted in fuch falfe Pleafurcs? In fhort,
Abelard, imagine all the Remorfe of Mind 1 fuf-
fered,

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com




HELOYSE to ABELARD. 49
fered, and you will not be aftonithed at my
Change. .

Solitade is infupportable to a Mind which is
not eafy, its Troubles increafe in the Midft of Si-
lence, and Retirement heightens them. Since I
have been fhut up within thefe Walls, [ have done
nothing but weep for our Misfortunes. This Cloifter
has refounded with my Cries, and like & Wretch
condemned to eternal Slavery, I have worn out my
Days in Grief and Sighing. Infiead of fulfillirg
God's merciful Defign upon me,.I have offended
him ; T have looked upon this facred Refage, like
a frightful Prifon, and have borne with Unwilling-
nefs the Yoke of the Lord. Inftead of fan@ifying
myfelf by a Life of Penitence, I have confirmed
my Reprobation, What a fatal Wandring ! Bue,
Abelard, 1 have torn off the Bandage which blind-
ed me, and if I dare rely upon the Emotions which
1 have felt, I have made myfelf worthy of youtr
Efteem. You are no more that amorous Abelard,
who, to gain a private Converfation with me by
Night, ufed inceffantly to contrive new Ways 10
deceive the Vigilance of our Obfervers. The Mis-
fortune which happened to you after fo many happy
Moments gave you a Horror for Vice, and you in-
flantly confecrated the Reft of your Days to Virtue,
and feemed to fubmit to this Neceflity willingly.
I indeed, more tender than you, and more fenfi-
ble of foft Pleafures, bore this Misfortune with ex-
treme Impatience; you have heard my Exclamati-

ons
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ons againft your Enemies. You have feen my
whole Reientment in thofe Letters I wrote to you.
*Twas this without Doubt which deprived me of
the Eiteem of my Abclard: You were alarmed at
my Tranfports, and if you will confefs the Truth,
ycu perhaps defpaired of my Salvation. You could
not forefee that Heloife would conquer fo reigning
a Paflion; but you have been deceived, Abelard ;
my Weaknefs, when fupported by Grace, hath not
hindered me from obtaining a compleat Vi&tory.
Reftore me then to your good Opinion ; your own
Piety ought to folicit you to this.

But what fecret Trouble rifes in my Soul, what
unthought-of Motion oppofes the Refolution I
have formed of Sighing no more for dbedard? Juft
Heaven! Have 1 net yet triumphed over my
Love ? Unhappy Heloife I as long as thou draweft
a Breath it is decreed thou muft love Abelard;
weep, unfortunate Wretch that thou art, thou never
hadft a more juft Occafion. Now I cught to die
with Grief ; Grace had overtaken me, and | had
promx(ed to be faithful toit, but I now perjure
myfelt, and facrifice even Grace to Zb./ard. This
facrilegious Sacrifice fills up the Meafure of my
Iniquities,  After this can I hope God fhould open
to me the Treafures of his Mercy ? Have I not
tired out his Forgivenefs? I began to offend him
from the Moment I firft faw 4bclard; an unhappy
Sympathy engaged us both in a criminal Com-
mesce; and God raifed us up an Evemy to feparate

us,
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us. Ilament and hate the Misfortune which hath
lighted upon us, and adore the Caufe. Ah, I
ought rather to explain this Accident as the fecret
Ordinance of Heaven, which difapproved of our
Engagement, and apply myfelf to extirpate my
Pafion. How much better were it intirely to for-
get the Obje@ of it, than to preferve the Memory
of it, fo fatalto the Quiet of my Life, and Salvati-
on ? Great God ! Shall Abelard always poflefs my
Thought, can I never free myfelf from thofe Chaias
which bind me to him ? But perhaps I am unrea-
fonably afraid ; Virtue dire&ts all my Motions, and
they are all fubje&t to Grace. Fear no more, dear
Abelard, 1 have no longer any of thofe Sentiments,
which being defcribed in my Letters have occafion-
ed you fo much Trouble. I will ne more endea-
vour, by the Relation of thofe Pleafures, our new-
born Paffion gave us, to awaken that criminal
Fondnefs you may have for me. I free you from
all your Oaths; forget the Names of Lover and
Hufband, but keep always that of Father. I ex-
pect no more from you thofe ténder Proteftations,
and thofe Letters fo proper to keep up the Com-
merce of Love. I demand Nothing of you but fpi-
ritual Advice and wholefome Dire&ious. The Path
of Holinefs, however thorny it may be, will yet
appear-agreeable when I walk in your Steps.  You
will always find me ready to follow you. I fhall .
read with more Pleafure the Letters in wh'ch yoa
fhall defcribe to me the Advantages of Virtae, than

ever
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ever [ did thofe by which you fo artfully inflilled
the fatal Poifon of our Paffion. You cannot now
be filent, without a Crime When I was poflefled
with fo violenta Love, and prefled you fo earneft-
ly to write to me, how many Letters did I fend
you before I could obtain one from you? You de-

nied me in my Mifery the only Comfort which -

was left me, becaufe you thought it pernicious.
You endeavoured by Severities to force me to for-
getyou; nor can I blame you; butnow you have
Nothing to fear. A lucky Difeafe, which Provi-
dence feemed to have chaftized me with for my.
San&ification, hath done what all human Effoits,
and your Cruelty, in vain attempted, I fee now
the Vanity of that Happinefs which we had fet our
Hearts upon, as if we were never to have loft it.
What Fears, what Uneafinefs have we been obliged
to fuffer!

No, Lord, there is no Pleafure upon Earth, but
that which Virtue gives| The Heart amidft all
worldly Delights feels a Sting, 'tis uneafy, and
reftlefs till fixed on thee. What have I not fof-
fered, Abelard, while I keptalive in my Retirement
thofe Fires which ruined me in the World ? I faw
with Horror the Walls which furround me, the
Hours feemed as long as Years. I repented a
thoufand Times the having buried myfelf here.
But fince Grace has opened my Eyes all the Scene
is cbanged Solitude looks charming, and the

Tranquxlluy which I hehold bere enters my very
Heart.
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Heart. In the Satisfallion of doing my Duty [
feel a Pleafure, above all that Riches, Pomp, or
Senfuality could afford. My Quiet has indeed
eoft me dear, I have bought it even at the Price of
my Love, I have offered a violent Sacrifice; and
which feemed above my Power. I have torn you
from my Heart, and be not jealous; God reigns
there in your Stead, who ought always to have
pofleffed it entire. Be content with having a Place ’
in my Mind, which you fhall never lofe; I fhall
always take a fecret Pleafure in thinking of you,
and efteem it a Glory to obey thofe Rules you fhall
give me.

This very Moment I receive a Letter from you ;
¥ will read it, and anfwer it immediately, You thal
- fee by my Exa€lnefs in writing to you, that you
are always dear to me ——You very obligingly re-.
proach me for delaying fo long to write you any
News: My liluefs muft excufe that. I omit no
Opportunities of giving you Marks of my Remem-
brance. I thank you for the Uneafinefs you fay
my Silence caufed you, and the kind Fears you
exprefs concerning my Health. Yours, you tell
me, is but weakly, and you thought lately you
thould bave died. With what Indifference, cruel
Man, do you acquaint me with a Thing fo certain
to affli®t me? Itold you in my former Letter how
unhappy I fhould be if you died; snd'if you loved
me, you would moderate the Rigaur of your apifere
Life. I reprefgnted to you the Occafi.n I had for

’ your
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your Advice, and confequently the Reafon there
was you fhould take Care of yourfelf. But I will
not tire you with the Repetition of the fame
Things. You defire us not to forget you in our Prayers:
Ah, dear Abelard, you may depend upon the Zeal
of this Society, ’tis devoted to you, and you can-
not juftly ¢harge it with Forgetfulnefs. You are
our Father, we your Children: You are our Guide,
and we refign ourfelves with Affurance in your Piety,
You command, we obey; we faithfully execute
what you have prudently dire¢ted. We impofe no
Penance on ourfelves but what you recommend,
left we fhould rather follow an indifcreet Zeal than
folid Virtue. In a Word, Nothing is thought
rightly done, if without Abelard’s Approbation.
You inform me of one Thing thas perplexes me,
that you have heard that {fome of our Sifters gave
bad Examples, and that there is a general Loofenefs
amongft them. Ought this to feem ftrange to you,
‘who know how Monafteries are filled now-a-days?
Do Fathers confult the Inclinations of their Chil=
dren when they feule them? Are not Intereft and
Policy their only Rules ? This is the Reafon that
Monafteries are often filled with thofe who are a
Scandal to them. But I conjure you to tell me
what are the Irregularities you have heard of, and
to teach me a proper Remedy for them. I have
not yet obferved that Loofenefs you mention ;
when I have, I will take due Care. Iwalkmy °
Rounds every Night, and make thofe.l catch

abroad
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#broad return to their Chambers ; for I remember
all the Adventures which happened in the Monaf-
teries near Paris. You énd your Letter with a
general deploring of your Unhappinefs, and with
for Death as the End of a troublefome Life. Is
it poffible a Genius fo great as yours fhould never
get above his paft Misfortunes ? What would the
World fay fhould they read your Letters as I do?
Would they confider the noble Motive of-your
Retirement, or not rather think you had ﬂmt your-
felf up only to lament the Condition to which i my
_ Uncle’s Revenge had reduced you? What would

your young Pupils fay who come fo far to hear
you, and prefer your fevere Leétures to the Soft-
nefs of a wordly Life, if they fhould fee you
fecretly a Slave to your Paffions, and fenfible of
all thofe Weakneflés from which your Rules can
fecure them ? This Abelard they fo much admire,
this great Perfonage which gmdes them, would
lofe his Fame, and become the Scorn of his Pu-
pils. If thefe Reafons are not fufficient to give
you Conftancy in your Misfortunes, caft your Eyes
upon me, and admire my Refolution of fhutting
myfelf up by your Example. I was young when
we were feparated, and (if I dare believe whatyou
were always telling me) worthy of any Gentle-
man’s AffeGtions. If I had loved Nothing in
Abelard but fenfual Pleafure, a thoufand agreeable

young Men might have comforted me upon my
Lofs of him, Youknow what I have done, ex-
I P cufe
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cofe me therefore from repeating it; think of
thofe Aflurances I gave yon of loving you with
the utmoft Tendernefs. I dried your Tears with'
Kifles, and becaufe yon were lefs powerful I be-
came lefs referved. Ah if you had loved with
Delicacy, the Oaths I made, the Tranfports I
accompanied them with, the innocent Carefles T
profufely gave you, all this fure might have com-
forted 'you. Had you obferved me to grow by
Degrees indifferent to you, you might have had
Reafon to defpair, but you never received greater
Marks of my - Paflion, than after that cruel Re-
venge upon you. ’
Let me fee no more in your Letters, dear fbe-
lard, fuch Murmaurs againft Fortune, you are not
the only one the has perfecuted, and you ought to
forget her Outrages. What a Shame isit for a
Philofopher not to be comforted for an Accident
whi¢h might happen to any Man. Govern your-
felf by my Example. Iwas born with violent
Paflions; I daily ftrive with the moft tender Emo-
tions, .and glory. in triumphing and fabjefting
them to Reafon: Muft a weak Mind fortify onc
that is fo-much fuperior ? But whither am I tranf-
ported ? Is this Difcourfe dire€led to my deat
Abelard? One that praifes all thofe Virtues hé
teaches? If you complain of Fortune, ’tis not {o
much that you feel her Strokes, 3s that you cannot
fhew your Enemies how much to blame they were
in attempting to hurt you. Leavé them, Abelard,
ta
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to exhauft their Malice, and continue to charm
your Auditors. Difcover thofe Treafures of
Learning Heaven feems to have referved for you;.
your Enemies, ftrack with the Splendor of your.
Reafoning, will do you Juftice. How happy
thould I be could I fee all the World as entirely.
perfuaded of your Probity as [ am. Your Learn.
ing is allowed by all the World; your greateft
Enemies confefs you are ignorant of Nothing: that.

the Mind of Man is capable of knowing.
. My dear Hufband ! (this is the laft Time I fhall
ufe that Expreflion) fhall I never fee you again'?
Shall I never have the Pleafure of embracing you
before Death ? What doft thou fay, wretched He-
bife? doft thou know what thou defireft } Cangt,
thou behold thofe lively Eyes without recolleQing,
thofe amorous Glances which have been fo fatal ta
thee ?- Canft thou view that majeftic Air of Ades
flard, without entertaining a Jealonfy of every one
that fees fo charming a Man? that Mouth whick
cannot be looked upon without Defire ; in fhort,
all the Perfon of Abelard cannot be viewed by any
Woman without Danger. Defire therefore no
more to fee Abelard ; if the Memory of him has
caunfed thee fo much Trouble, Hebife, what will
not his Prefence do? What Defires will it not ex-
cite in thy Soul ? How will it be poffible for thee
to keep thy Reafon at the Sight of fo amiable 2
Man? I willown to you what makes the greatelt
Pleafure I have in my Retirement. After having
Lz pafled
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pafled the Day in thinking of you, fall of the
dear Idea, I give myfelf up at Night to Sleep <
Then it is that Helbife, who dares not without
trembling think of you by Day, refigns herfelf
entirely to the Pleafure of hearing you, and
fpeaking to you. I fee you, Abelard, and glut
my Eyes with the Sight, fometimes you entertain
me with the Story of your fecret Troubles and
Grievances, and create in me a fenfible Sorrow 3
fometimes forgetting the perpetual Obftacles to our
Defires, you prefs me to make you happy, and I
eafily yield to your Tranfports. Sleep gives you
what your Enemies Rage has deprived you of 3
and our Souls, animated with the fame Paffion,
are fenfible of the fame Pleafure. But oh you
delightful Illufions, foft Errors, how foon do you
vanifh away? At my awaking I open my Eyes
and fee no Abelard; 1 ftretch out my Arm to
take hold of him, bat he is not there; I call
him, he hears me not. What a Fool am I to tell
you my Dreams, who are infenfible of thefe
Pleafures? But do you, Abelard, never fee Heloife
in your Sleep? How does fhe appear to you?
Do you entertain her with the fame tender Lan-
guage as formerly, when Fulbert committed her
to your Care? When you awake, are you pleafed
or forry ? Pardon me, Abelard, pardon a miftaken
Lover. Imuft no more expe& that Vivacity from
you, which onee animated all your A&ions.
ITis no more Time to require from you a perfe&
. Cop-
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Correfpondence of Defires. We have bound our-
delves to fevere Aufterities, and muft follow them,
let them coft us never fo dear. Let us think of
our Duties in thefe Rigours, and make a good
Ufe of that Neceflity which keeps us feparate.
You, Abelard, will happily finith your Courfe,
your Defires and Ambitions will be no Obftacle to
your Salvation. Heloifz only muft lament, fhe only
muft weep without being certain whether all her

Tears will be available or not to her Salvation. -
I had like to have ended my Letter without
acquainting you with what happened here a few
Days ago. A young Nun who was one of thofe
who are forced to take up with a Convent with-
out any Examination whether it will fuit with
their Tempers or not, is by a Stratagem I know
Nothing of, efcaped, and, as they fay, fled witha
young Gentleman fhe was in Love with into
England. 1 have ordered all the Houfe to con-
ceal the Matter. Ah Abelard! if you were near
us thefe Diforders would not happen. All the
Sifters, charmed with feeing and hearing you,
would think of Nothing but pralifing your Rules
and Dire&tions. The young Nun had never
formed fo criminal a Defign as that of breaking
her Vows, had you been at our Head to exhort
us to live holily. If your Eyes were Witnefles
of our A&tions, they would be innocent. When
we flipt, you would lift us up and cftablith uvs by
' L3 your
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your Counfels; we fhould march with fure Steps
in the rough Paths of Virtue. I begin to perceive,
" dbelard, that I take too much Pleafure in writing
to you. Ioughtto burn my Letter, Itfhewsyou
1 am ftill engaged in a decp Paflion for you, tho'
at the Beginning of it I defigned to perfuade you
.the contrary; [ angknﬁble of .the Motions both
of Grace and "Paffion, and by Turns yield to
.each. Have. Pity, Abelard, of the Condition to
which you have brought me, and makein fome
_Meafure the latter Days of my Life as quies, ag
the firlt have heen uneafy and difturbed.

LETTER
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ABELARD to HELOISE. -

Abelard baving at laft tngured the Rmmm: of bis
unbappy Paffion, had determined to put an End to fo
dangerous a Correfpondence as that betaeen Heloife
and bimfelf. The following Letter therefore, though
avritten with no lefs Concern than his former, is free
, Jrom Mixtures of a worldly Paffion, and is full of
the warmeff Sewtiments of Puly, and the moft
moving Exbortamm.

RITE no more to me, Hekife, write

no more to me; 'tis Time toend a

¥ Commerce which makes our Mortifi-

cations of no Advantage to us. We

retired from the World to fan&ify ourfelves ; and
by a Condu& dire&ly coptrary to Chriftian Mo-
rality, we become odious to Jefus Chrift, Letus
po more deceive ourfelves, by flattering ourfelves
with the Remembrance of our paft Pleafures we
thall make our Lives troublefome, and we fhall be
mcapable of xeclithing the Sweets of Solitude.
: L4 . Let
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Let us make a good Ufe of our Auftérities, and
no longer preferve the Ideas of our Crimes ‘a-
mongft the Severities of Penitence. Let a Mor-
tification of, Body and Mind, a ftri& Fafling, con-
tinual Solitude, profound and holy Meditations,
and a fincere Love of God, fucceed our former
Irregularities.
* Let us try to carry religious Perfe&ion to a
very difficolt Point. ’Tis beautiful to find in
Chriftianity Minds fo difengaged from the Earth,
from the Creatares and themfelves, that they feem
to a&t mdqpendently of thofe Bodies they are joined
t0, and to ufe them as theu- Slaves We can never
ife ourfelves to too great Heights, when God is
the Obje&. Be our Endeavours never fo great,

they will always come fhort of reaching that éx- .

alted Divinity, which even our Apprehenfions
cannot reach. Let us a& for God’s Glory, inde-
pendent of the Creatures or ourfelves, without
any Regard to our own Defires, or the Sentiments
of others, Were we in this Temper of Mind,
Heboife, T would willingly make my Abode at the
Paraclte. My earnef Care for a Houfe I have
founded, would draw a shoufand Bleflings on it.
I would mﬁru& it by my Words, and animate it.
by my Example. I would watch over the Lives
of my Sifters, and woukd command Nothing but

what I myfelf would perform. I would dire& you

to pray, meditate, labour, and keep Vows of
' ' Snlence;
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Silence; and I would myfelf pray, meditate, la-
hour, and be filent.

However when I fpoke, it fhould be to lift you
up when you fhould fall, to ftrengthen you in youe
Weaknefles, to enlighten you in that Darknefs and
Obfcurity which might at any Time furprife you.
I would comfort you under thofe Severities ufed by
Perfons of great Virtue. I would moderate the
Vivacity of your Zeal and Piety, and give your
Virtue an even Temperament: I would point out
thofe Duties which yon ought to know, and fatisfy
you in thofe Doubts which the Weaknefs of your
Reafon might occafion, I would be your Mafter
and Father; and by a marvellous Talent, I would
become lively, flow, foft, ‘or fevere, according
to the different Charallers of thofe I fhould guide
in the painful Path of Chriftian PerfeGion.

But whither does my vain Imagination carry
me? Ah, Hebife, how far are we from fuch a
happy Temper ? Your Heart fiill burns with that
fatal Fire which you cannot extinguith, and mine
is full of Trouble and Uneafinefs. Think not,

*Heloife, that I enjoy here a perfeét Peace ; I will,
for the laft Time, open my Heart to you; Iam
not yet difengaged from you; I fight againft my
exceflive Tendernefs for you, yet in Spite of all
my Endeavours, the remaining Frailty makes me
but too fenfible of your Sorrows, and gives me a
Share in them. Your Letters have indeed moved
me, I could not read with Indifference Chara&ters

wrote
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wrote by that dear Hand. I figh, I weep, and
all my Reafon is fcarce fufficient to conceal my
Weaknefs from my Pupils. This, unhappy He-
bife ! ‘is the miferable Cendition of Abelard. 'The
World, which generally errs in its Notions, thinks
I am eafy, and as if I had loved only in you the
Gratification of Senfe, imagines I have now for-
got you ; but what a Miftake is this! People in-
deed did not miftake in thinking when we fepa-
sated, that Shame and Grief for having been fo
‘cruelly ufed made me abandon the World. ’Twas
not, as you know, a fincere Repentance for hav-
ing offended God, which infpired me with a De-
fign of retiring: However, I confidered the Ac-
cident which happened to us as a fecret Defign of-
Providence, to punith our Crimes; and only
looked upon Fulbert as the Inftrument of divine
Vengeance. Grace drew me into an Afjlam,
where I might yet have remained, if the Rage of
my Enemies would have permitted : I have endar-
<d all their Perfecutions, not doubting but God
himfelf raifed them up in order to purify me..
When he faw me perfe@ly obedient to his holy
Will, he permitted that I fhould juftify my Doc~
trine; I made its Purity public, and fhewed in the
£nd that my Faith was not only orthodox, bet
alio’perfelly clear from even the Sufpxcmn of
Novelty
“I fhould be happy if I had none to fear but my
Enemies, and no other Hindrance to my Salvation
but
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“but their Calumny ; but, Hebife, you make me
Trouble, your Letters declare to me that you are
enflaved to a fatal Paffion ; and yet if you cannot
_conquer it, youcannot be faved; and what Part
wounld you have me take in this Cafe? Would
you have me ftifle the Infpirations of the Holy
‘Ghoft? Shall I, to fcoth you, dry up thofe Tears
"which the Evil Spirit makes you fhed : Shall this
be the Fruit of my Meditations? No: let us be
more firm in our Refolntions'; we have not retired
but in order to lament our Sins, and to gain Hea-
ven; let us then refign ourfelves to God with all
our Heart,

I know every Thing in the Beginning is difficalt,
but it is glorious to undertake the Beginning of &
great Aétion, and that Glory increafes proportion-
ably, as the Difficulties are mere confiderable,
We ought upon this Account to furmount bravely
all Obftacles which. might hinder us in the Pra&tice
of Chriftian Virtue. In a Monaftery Men are
proved as Gold in the Furnace. No one can con-
tinue long there, unlefs he bear worthily the Yoke
of our Lord,

Attempt to break thofe fhameful Chauu whlch
bind you to the Flefh, and if by the Aflitance of
Grace you are fo happy as to accomplith this, I
entreat you to think of me in your Prayers. En-
deavour with all your Strength to be the Pattern of
a perfeft Chriftian ; it is difficult, I confefs, but
not impoflible ; and I expe@ this beautiful Tri-

umph
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smph from your teachable Difpofition. If your
firft Endeavours prove weak, )give not yourfelf up
to Defpair; that would be Cowardice; befides,
I would have you informed, that you muft necef=
farily take great Pains, becaufe yov frive to con-
quer a terrible Enemy, to extinguith raging Fire,
and to reduce to Subjetlion your deareft Affecti-
ons; you muft fight againft your own Defires,
be not therefore prefled down with the Weight of
your corrupt Nature. You have to do with a cun-
ning Adverfary, who will ufe all Means to feduce
you; be always upon your Guard, While we
live we are expofed to Temptations; this made a
great Saint fay, that the abole Life of Man was a
Temptation; the Devil who never fleeps, walks
continually around us, in order to furprize us on
fome unguarded Side, and enters into our Soul to
deftroy it.

However perfect any one may be, yet he may
-fall into Temptations, and perhaps into fuch as
may be ufeful. Nor is it wonderful that Man
-fhould never be exempt from them, becaufe he
always hath- in himfelf their Source, Concu-
pifcence; fcarce are we delivered from one
Temptation, but another attacks us. Such is the
Lot of the Pofterity of Adam, that they fhould
always have fomething to fuffer, becaufe they
have forfeited their primitive Happinefs.” We
vainly flatter ourfelves that we fhall conquer
Temptations by flying; if we join not Patiénce,

: ' and
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and.Humility, we fhall torment ourfelves to no

. Purpofe. We fhall more certainly compafs our End
by imploring God’s Affiftance, than by ufing any
Means drawn from ourfelves.

Be conftant, Helife, truft in God, and you
will fall into few Temptations; whenever they
fhall come, ftifle them in their Birth ; let them
not take Root in your Heart:" Apply Remedies
to a Difeafe, faid an Ancient, in its Begioning,
for when it hath gained Strength, Medicines will
be unavailable ; Temptations have their Degrees,
they are at firlt meer Thoughts, and do not appear
dangerous ; the Imagination receives them without
any Fears; a Pleafure is formed out of them, we
paufe upon it, and at laft we yield to it,

Do you now, Helife, applaud my Defign of
making you walk in the Steps of the Saints!
Do my Words give you any Relith for Penitence ?
Have you not Remorfe for your Wanderings, and
do you not with you could, like Magdalen, wath
our Saviour's Feet with your Tears ? If you have
not yet thefe ardent Emotions, pray that he
would infpire them. I fhall never ceafe to recom-
mend you in my Prayers, and always befeech him
“ to aflift you in your Defign of dying holily. You
have quitted the World, and what Obje&t was
worthy to detain yoa there? Lift up your Eyes
always to him to whom you have confecrated the
Reft of your Days. Life upon this Earth is Mife-
ry. The very Neceflities to which our Body is
: {ubject
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fabje& here, are Matter of Afifiction to a Saint.

Lerd, faid the Royal Prophet, Zeliver me from my
Neceffities | They are wretched who do not know
themfelves for fuch, and yet they are more wretch-

‘ed who know their Mifery, and do not hate the

Corruption of the Age  What Fools are Men to
engage themfelves to earthly Things | They will
be undeceived one Day, and will know but too
late how much they have been to blame in loving
fuch falfe Good. Perfons truly pious do not thus
miftake, they are difengaged from all fenfual
Pleafures, and raife their Defives to Heaven.

Begin, Hebife; put your Defign in Execation

without Delay; you have yet Time enough to
work out your Salvation. Love Chrift, and de-

fpife yourfelf for his Sake. He would poflefs.
your Heart, and be the fole Obje& of your Sighs

and Tears ; feek for no Comfoit but in him. If
yeu do not free yourfelf from me, you will fall
with me; but if you quit me, and give up your-
felf to him, you will be ftedfaft and immoveable.
If you force the Lord to forfake you, you will fall
into Diftrefs ; but if you be ever faithful to him,
you will be always in Joy. Magdalen wept, as.
thinking the Lord had forfaken her ; but Martha
faid, Seethe Lord calls you; be diligent in your
Duty, and obey faithfally the Motions of his

Grace, and Jefus will remain always with you.
Attend, Meloife, to fome Inftruétions I have to
give you : ‘You are atthe Head of a Society, and
yos
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you know there is this Difference between thofe
who lead a private Life, and fuch as are charged *
with the Condu& of others; that the firft need
only labour for their own San&tification, and in ac-
quitting themfelves of their Daties are not obliged
to practife all the Virtues in fuch ah apparent Man-
ner; whereas they who have the Condo& of o-
thers intrufted to them, ought by their Example te
engage them to do all the good they are capable of
in their Condition. I befeech you to attend te
this Truth, and fo to follow it, as that your whole
Life may be a perfe&t Model of that of areligious
Reclufe.
God, who heartily defires our Salvation, hath
. made all the Means of it eafy to us, Inthe QM4
Teflament he hath written in the Tables of the
Law what he requires of us, that we might not
be bewildered in feeking after his Will. In the
New Teflament he hath written that Law of Grace
in our Hearts, to the Intent that it might be ai-
ways prefent with us ; and knowing the Weaknefs
and Incapacity of our Nature, he hath given us
Grace to perform his Will ; and as this were not
enough, he hath at'all Times, in all States of the
‘Church, raifed up Men, who by their exemplary
Life might excite others to their Duty. To effeét
this, he hath chofen Perfons of every Age, Sex,
and Condition. Strive now to unite in yourfelf
all thofe Virtues which have been fcattered in thefe
different States. Have the Purity of Virgins, the
Aufterity

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



17 'ABELARD to HELOISE.

Aufterity of Anchorites, the Zeal of Paftors and
Bithops, and the Conftancy of Martyrs. Be exa&
in the Courfe of your whole Life to fulfil the Du-
ties of a holy and enlightened Superior, and then
Death, which is commonly confidered as terrible,
will appear agreeable to you.

Tbhe Death of bis Saints, fays the Prophet, is pre-
cious in the Sight of the Lord. Nor is it difficult
to comprehend why their Death fhould have this
Advantage over that of Sinners. I have remark-
ed three Things which might have given the
Prophet an Occafion of fpeaking thus. Firft,
their Refignation to the Will of God. Secondly,
the Continuation of their good Works. And
laftly, the Triumph they gain over the Devil.

A Saint who has accuftomed himfelf to fubmit
‘to the Will of God, yields to Death without Re-
loQlance. He waits with Joy (fays St. Gregory)
for the Judge who is to reward him, he fears not
to quit this miferable mortal Life, in order to be-
gin an immortal happy one. It is not fo with the
Sinner, fays the fame Father; he fears, and with -
Reafon, he trembles at the Approach of the leaft
Sicknefs ; Death is terrible to him, becaufe he
cannot bear the Prefence of an offended Judge,
and having fo often abufed the Grace of God,
he fees.no Way to avoid the Pynithment due to his
Sins.

The Saints have befides this Advantage over
Sinners, that having made Works of Piety familiar-

to
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to them duaring their Life, they exercife them
without Trouble, and having gained new Strength
againft the Devil every Tinre they overcame him,
they will find themfelves in & Condition at the
. Hour of Death to obtain that Vi&ory over him;
on which depends all Eternity, and the blefled
Union of their Souls with their Creator.

I hope, Heloife, that after having deplored the
Irregtlarities of your paft Life, you will die (as
the Prophet prayed) the Death of the Rightéous.
Al how few are there who make their End after
this Manner? And why? It is becaufe there are
fo few who love the Crofs of Chrift. Every one
would be faved, but few will ufe thofe Means
which Religion prefcribes: And yet we can
be faved by Nothing but the Crofs, why then do
we refufe to bearit? Haih not our Saviour borne-it
before us, and died for us, to the End that we
might alfo bear it, and defire to die alfo 2 All the
Saints have been aflited, and our Saviour himfelf
did not pafs one Hour of his Life without -fonie
Sorrow. - Hope not therefore to be exempted from
Sufferings. ‘The Crofs, Hebife, is always at Hand,
bat take Care thit you do not bear it with Regret,
for by fo doing you will make it more heavy, and
you will be opprefled by it unprofitably. On the
contrary, if you bear it with Affeftion and Cou-
rage, all your Sufferings will create in you a holy
Confidence, whereby you will find Comfore in

God. Hear our Saviour, who fays, My Child,
M renounce

-
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renounce yourfelf, take xp your Crofs and follow me..
Oh Helojfe! do youdoubt? Is not your Soul ra-
vifhed at fo faving a Command ?' Are you deaf to
his Voice #' Are you infenfible to Words fo full of
Kindnefs > Beware, Hehi ife, of refufing a Hufband
who demands you, and is more to be feared, if
you flight his Affection, than any profane Lover.
Provoked at your Contempt and Ingratitude, he
will tarn his Love into Anger, and make you fecl
" his Vengeance. Hew will you fuflain his Prefence,
when you fhall: ftand before his Tribunal ? He will
reproach you for having defpifed his Grace; he
will reprefent to- yow his Sufferings for yous
What Anfwer ¢an you make? He will:then be im-
placable. He will fay to you, Go, proud Crea-
ture, dwell i in everlafting Flames; I feparated you
from the World to purify you in Solitude, and
you did not fecond my Defign, I endeavoured to
fave you, and you took Pains to deftroy yourfelf :
Go, Wretch, and take the Portion of the Repro-
bates.

Oh, Hebife, prevent thefe terrible Words,
and avoid by 2 holy Courfe the Punithment pre-
pared for Sinners. I dare not give you a Defcrip-
tion of thofe dreadful Torments which are the
Confequences of a Life of Guilt. I am filled
with Horror, when they offer themfelves to my
Imagination: And yet, H:bif, I can conceive
Nothing which can reach the Tortures of the
DPamned; the Fire which we fee upon Earth, is

) but
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but the Shadow of that which burns them; and
withoat enumerating their endlefs Pains, the Lofs
of God which they feel increafes all their Tor-
ments. Can any one fin who is perfaaded of this?
My God ! Can we dare to offend thee ? Though
the Riches of thy Mercy could not engage us to
love thee, the Dread of being thrown into fuck'an
Abyfs of Mifery fhould reftrain us from doing any
Thing which might difpleafe Thee |

I queftion not, Hebife, but you will heteafter
apply yourfelf in good LEarneft to theé Bufinefs of
your Salvation: This ought to be your whole
Concern. Banifh me therefore for ever from your
Heart ; *tis the beft Advice I can give you: For
the Remembrance of a Perfon we have loved
criminally cannot but be hurtful, whatever Ad-
vances we have made in the Ways of Virtue.
When you have extirpated your unhappy Inclina-
tion towards me, the Praltice of every Virtue will
* become eafy ; and when_at laft your Life is con-
formable to that of Chrift, Death will be defirable
to you. Your Soul will joyfully leave this Body,
and dire its Flight to Heaven. Then you will
appear with Confidence before your Saviour:
You will not read Charaters of your Reprobation
written in the Book of Life; but you will hear
your Saviour fay, Come, pattake of my Glory,
and enjoy the eternal Reward I have appointed for
thofe Virtues you have pratifed.

M2 Fare-
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Farewel, Helvife. This is the taft Advice of
yout dear MBriard ; this 12l Time, let me perfuade
you to folibw thé holy Rules ofthe Gofpel. Hea-
ven grant that your Heart, once fo fenfible of my
Love, may now yicld to be direfted by my Zeal !
May the Idea of your loving Abelard, always pre-
. fent to your Mind, be now changed into the Image
of Abelard, truly penitent ; and may you fhed as:
many Tears for your Salvation, as you have done
during the Courfe of our Misfortunes |

ELOISA
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TO
A B EL A R D.

By Mr. POPE.

b4 N thefe deep Solitudes and awful Cells,
Where heav'nly-penfive Contemplation
., And dwe"su:ﬁnng holy rei
i And ever-m elancholy reigns ;
REX What means this Tumult in 7‘ Vg;al‘s
Veins?

*Why rove my Thoughts beyond this laft Retreat ?
Why feels my Heart its long-forgotten Heat ? -
Yet, yet I love ! ——From Abelard it came,

And Elhifa yet muft kifsthe Name.
Dear fatal Name | reft ever unreveal'd,

"Nor pafs thefe Lips in holy Silence feal’d :

Hide it, my Heart, within that clofe Difguife,
Where mix’d with God’s, his lov'd {dea lies :

~Oh write it not, my Hand ——the Name afp_eau
Already written —— wathitout, my Tears
In vain loft Ekifa weeps and prays, .

.Her Heart fill ditates, and her Haund obeys.

RelentlefsWalls! whofe darkfome Round coatains

Repentant Sighs, and voluntary Pains :
M3 Ye
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Ve rugged Rocks! which holy Knees have worn 3
Ye Grots and Caverns fhagg’d with horrid Thorn ¢
Shrines! where their Vigils pale-ey’d Virgins keep,
And pitying Saints, whofe Statues learn to weep.l,
Though cold like you, unmov’d and filen§ grown,
I have not yet forgot myfelf to Stone.

Heav'n claims me all in vain, while he has Part;:
Still Rebel Nature holds out Half my Heart;

Nor Pray’rs nor Fafts its ftabborn Pulfe reftrain,,
Nar Tears, for Ages, taught to flow in vain.

Soon as thy Letters trembling I unclefe,

That well-knowp Name awakens all my Woes.
Oh Name foreverfad | for ever dear!

Still breath’d in Sighs, fill uther'd with a Tear.

I tremble toa where'er my own I find,

Some dire Misfortune folows clofe behind.

Line after Line my guthing Eyes o’crflow,

Led through a fad Variety of Woe:

Now warm in Love, now with’ring in thy Bloom,
Loft in a Convent’s folitary Gloom |

There ftern Religion quench’d th’unwilling Flame,
There died the beft of Paflions, Love and Fame.

Yet write, oh write me all, that I may join

Griefs to thy Griefs, and echo Sighs to thine.
‘Nor Foes nor Fortune take this Pow'r away ;
And is my Abelard lefs kind than they ?

Tears fill are mine, and thofe I need not {pare,
Love but demands what elfe were fhed in Pray'r ;
No happier Tafk thefe faded Eyes purfue;

To read and weep is all they now can do.

Then fhare thy Pain, allow that fad Relief;
Ah, more than fhase it! give me all thy Grief,
Heav'n firft taught Letters for fome Wretch’s Aid,
Some banifh'd Lover, or fome cap:ive Maid ;

- : ‘ They
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“They }ivé. they {peak, they breathe what Love in-
: ires; ‘

Warm ?rom the. Soul, and faithful to its Fires,
The Virgin’s With without her Fears impart, -
Excufe the Blufh, and pour out all the Heart,
‘Speed the foft Tntercourfe from Soul to Soul,
And ‘waft a Sigh from Jndus tothe Pole.

Thou know’t how guiltlefs firlt 1 met thy Flame,
‘When Love approach’d :me under Friendfhip's

- IName \
My Fancy form'd thee of angelic'Kind,
Some Emanation of th’ all-beauteous Mind.
Thofe fmiling Eyes, attemp’ring every Ray,
Shone fweetly lambent with celettial Day.
Guiltlefs I gaz’d; Heav’n liften’d while you fung ;
And Traths divine came mended from that Tongue.
From Lips like thofe what Precept faif'd to move?
Too foon they taught me*’twas no Sin to love :
Back through the Paths of pleafing Senfe I ran,
Nor wifh’d an Angel whom I lovid a-Man.
Dim and remote the Joys of Saints T fee;
Nor envy them that Heav'n { lofe for thee.

How oft’, when preft to Marriaﬁ have I faid,
Curfe on all Laws but thofe:which Love has made?
Love, free as Ajr, atSight of human Ties,
Spreads his light Wings, and in a Moment flies.
Let Wealth, let Honoyr, wait the wedded Dame,
Auguft her Deed, and facred-be her Fame;

Before true Paffion all thofe #¥iews remove,
Fame, Wealth, and Honour! what are you to Love?
The jealous God, when we profane his Fires,
Thofe reftlefs Paffions in Revenge infpires,
And bids them make miftaken Mortals groan,
Who-feek in Love for ought but Love alone.

M4 Should
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Should at my Feetthe World's great Mafler fall, -
Himf{elf, his Throne, his World, I'd {corn ’em all:
Not Ce/ar’s Emprefs would I deign to prove ;

No, make me Miftrefs tothe Man I love;

If there be yet another Name, more free,

More fond than Miftrefs, make me that to thee !
Oh happy State | when Souls each other draw,
When Loveis Liberty, and Narure, Law:

All then is full. poffefling, and poflefs’d,

No craving Void left aking in the Breaft :

Ev'n Thought mects Thought, e’er from the Lips.

itpart,

And eacmrm Wifh fprings mutual from the Heart.
This fure is Blifs (if Bliis on Earth there be)
And once the Lot of Abelard and me.

Alas how chang’d ! what fudden Horrors rife ¢
A naked Lover bound and bleeding lies !
Where, where was Ebife ? her Voice, her Hand,
Her Poniard, had oppos’d the dire Command.
Barbarian ftzy ! that bloody Stroke reftrain 3
The Crime was common, common be the Pain.
Ican no more ; by Shame, by Rage fupprefs'd,
Let Tears, and burning Blufhes {peak the reft.

Canft thou forget that fad, that folemn Day,
When Vi&tims at yon’ Altar’s Foot we lay ?
Cauft thou forget what Tears that Moment fell,
When, warm in Yonth, [ bade the World farewell 2
As with cold Lips I kifs'd the facred Veil,
‘The Shrines all trembled, and the lamps grew pale:
Heav’n fcarce believ'd the Congueft it {urvey’d,
And Saints with Wonder heard the Vows I made.
Yetthen, to thofe dread Altars as I drew,
Not onthe Crofs my Eyes were fix'd, but you:
Not Grace, or Zeal, Love ooly was my Call,
Aad it Ilofe thy Love, 1 lofe my all.

Comal
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Come! with thy Looks, thy Words, relieve my woe;
Thofe ftill at leaft are left thee to beftow.

Still on that Breaft enamour'd let me lie,

Still drink delicious Poifon from thy Eye,

Pant on thy Lip, and tothy Heart be prefi'd ;
Give all thou canft —and let me dream the reft.

* Ahno! infira& me other Joys to prize,

With other Beauties charm my partial Eyes,
Full in my View fet all the bright Abode,
And make my Soul quit Abelard for God.

Ah think atleaft thy Flock deferyes thy Care,
Plants of thy Hand, and Children of thy Pray’r,
From the falie World in early Youth they fled,

By thee to Mountains, Wilds, and Deferts led.

You rais’d thefe hallow’d Walls; the Defert {mil'd,

And Paradife wasopen'd in the Wild.

No weeping Orphan faw his Father’s Stores

Our Shrines irradiate, or emblaze the Floors ;

No filver Saints, by dying Mifers given,

Here brib’d the Rage of ill-requited Heav'n:

But {nch plain Roofs as Piety could raife,

And only vocal with the Maker’s Praife.

In thefe lone Walls (their Day’s eternal Bound)

Thefe mofs-grown Pomes with fpiry Turrets
crown'd, :

Where awful Arches make a noon-day Night,

And the dim Windows fhed a folemn Light;

Thy Eyes diffus’d a reconciling Ray,

+ And Gleams of Glory brighten'd all the Day.

But now no Face divine Contentment wears,

"Tis all blank 8adnefs, or continual Tears.

See how the Force of others Pray’ss I try,

(Oh pious Fraud of am’rous Charity!)

But why fhould I on others Pray’rs depend?

{-ome thou, my Father, Brother, Hufband, Frierd?
A
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Ah let thy Handmaid, Sifter, Daughter move,
And, all thofe tender Names in one, thy Love !
The darkfome Pines that o’er yon® Rocks reclin'd
Wave high, and murmar to the hollow Wind,
The wand'ring Streams that fhine between the Hills,
The Grots that echo to the tinkling Rills,

The dying Gales that pant upon the Trees,

The Lakes that quiver to the curling Brecze ;
No more thefe Scenes my Meditation aid,

Or lull to Reft the vifionary Maid.

But o'er the twilight Groves, and dufky Caves,
Long-founding Ifles, and intermingled Graves,
Black Melancholy fits, and round her throws

A death-like Silence, and a dread Repofe:

Her gloamy Prefence faddens all the Scene,
Shades ev’ry Flow’s, and darkensev’ry Green,
Deepens the Murmar of the falling Floods,

And breathes a browner Horror on the Woods.

Yet here for ever, ever maft I ftay;

Sad Proof how well a Lover can obey |

Death, only Death, can break thelatting Chain ;
And here ev’n then, fhall my cold Duft remaia,
Here all its Frailties, allits Flames refign,

And wait, till ’tis no Sin to mix with thine.

Ah Wretch! believ'd the Spoufe of God in vain,
Confefs’d within the Slave of Love and Man.
Afiift me Heav'n? but whence arofe that Pray’r 2
Sprang it from Piety, or from Defpair?
Ev’n here, where frozen Chaftity retires,
Love finds an Altar for forbidden Fires.

1 ought to grieve, but cannot what I ought ;
T mourn the Lover, not lament the Fault;
1 view my Crime, but kindle at the View,
Repent old Pleafures, and follicit new;

: Now
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Now turn’d to Heav'n, I weep my paft Offence,
Now think of thee, and curfe my Innocence.

Of all Afliftion taught a Lover yet,

*Tis fure the hardeft Science, to forget!

How fhal]l I lofe the Sin, yet keepthe Senfe,

And love th’Offender, yet deteft th'Offence ?

How the dear Obje& from the Crime remove,

Or how diftingnifh Penitence from Love ?
Unequal Tafk ! a Paffion to refign,

For Hearts fotoucli’d, fo pierc'd, fo loft as mine.
E’er fuch a Soul regains its peaceful State,

How often muft it love, how often hate |

How often hope, defpair, refent, regret,
Conceal, difdain — do ail Things but forget,

But let Heav'n feize it, all at once ’tis fird,
Nottouch’d, but rapt; not waken’d, but infpir'd!
Oh come ! oh teach me Nature to fubdue,
Renounce my Love, my Lite, my felf —and yoo.
Fill my fond Heart with God alone, for he
Alone, can rival, can fucceed to thee.

How happy is the blamelefs Veftai’s Lot}
The World forgetting, by the World forgot:
Eternal Sun-fhine of the fpotlefs Mind !

Each Pray’raccepted, and each With refign’d;
Labour and Reft, that equal Periods keep 3
¢ Obedient Slumbers that can wake and weep ;
Defires compos’d, Affe&ions ever even ;
Tears that celight, and Sighs that waft to Heav’n.
Grace fhines around her with fereneft Beams,
And whifp'ring Angels prompt her golden Dreams.
For her the Spoufe prepares the bridal Ring,
For her white Virgins Hymencals fing,
For her th'unfading Roie of Eden blooms,
And Wirgs of Seraphs fhed divine Pertumes,

. To

-
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"To Sounds of heav'nly Harps the dies away,
Ard melw in Vifions of eternal Day.
Far other Dreams my erring Sou{employ.
Far other Raptures, of unholy Joy:
When at the Clofe of each fad, forrowing Day,
‘Fancy reftores what Vengeance fnatch’d away,
Then Confcience fleeps, and leaving Natare free,
Al my loofe Soul unbounded fprings to thee.
O curft, dear Horrors of all-confcious Night!
‘How glowing Guilt exalts the keen Delight !
‘Provoking Dzmons all Reftraint remove,
And ftir within me ev'ry Source of Love.
I hear thee, view thee, gaze o’er all thy Charms,
And round thy Phantom glue my clafping Arms.
T wake: —— no more [ hear, no more 1 view,
The Phantom flies me, asunkind as you.
1 call aloud ; it hears not what I fay ;
1 firetch my empty Arms ; it glides away.
“To dream once more I clofe my willing Eyes;
Ye foft Ilufions, dear Deceits, arife?!
.Alas, no more! metainks we wand’ring go
“Thro' dreary Waftes, and weep each othet’s Woe,
“Where round fome mould’ring Tow'r pale Ivy
creeps, '
.And "low.brow'd Rocks hang nodding o'er the
Deeps. - :
Sudden you mount, you beckon from the Skies ;
-Clouds interpofe, Waves roar, and Winds arife.
A thriek, ftart.up, the fame fad Profpe find,
And wake to all the Griefs I left behind.
Forthee the Fates, feverely kind, ordain
A ceol Sofpenfe from Pleafure and from Pain ;
~Thy Life along, dead Calm of fix'd Repofe ;
iNo Pulfe that riots, and no- Blood that glows.
Seill
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Still as the Sea, e’er Winds were taught to blow,

Or moving Spirit bade the Waters flow; . =

Soft as the Slumbers of a Saint forgiv'n,

And mild as opening Gleams of promis’d Heav'n.
Come Abelard! for what haft thou to dread ?

The Torch of Venus burns not for the Dead.

Nature ftands check’d ; Religion difapproves ;

Ev’n thou art cold———yet £/ifa loves.

Ah hopelefs, lafting Flames! like thofe that bura:

To light the Dead, and warm th'unfruitfal Urn.
What Scenes appear, where-¢’er I turn my View,

The dear Ideas where Ifly, purfue,

Rife in the Grove, before the Altar rife,

Stain all my Soul, and wanton in my Eyes.

I wafte the Matin Lamp in Sighs for thee,

Thy Image fteals between my God and me,

Thy Voice I feem in ev'ry Hymn to hear,

With ev’ry Bead I drop too foft a Tear.

When from the Cenfer Clouds of Fragrance roll,

And fwelling Organs lift the rifing Soul,

One Thought of thee puts all the Pomp to Flighe,

Pricfts, Tapers, Temples, fwim before my Sight =

In Seas of Flame my planging Soul is drown'd, -

While Altars blaze, and Angels tremble roand.
While proftrate here in humble Grief 1 lie,

Kind, virtuous Drops juft gath’ring in my Eye,

While praying, trembling, in the Duft I roli,

And dawning Graceis ofening onmy Soul:

Come, if thou dar'ft, all charming as thou art !

Oppofe thyfelf to Heav’n ; difpute my Heart;

Come, with one Glance of thofe deluding Eyes

Blot out each bright Idea of the Skies ;

Take .lla‘ack that Grace, thofe Sorrows, and thofé

ears ;
‘Take back my fruitlefs Penitence and Pray’rs ;

Snatch
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Shatch me, juft mounting, from the bleft Abode:
Affift the Fiends, and tear me from my God |
No, fly me, fly me! far as Pole from Pole ;
Rife Alps betweenus! and whole Oceans roll !
- Ah, come not, write not, think not once of me,
Nor fhare one Pang of all I felt for thee.
Thy Oaths I quit, thy Metnory refign ;
Forget, renounce me, hate whate’er was mine.
Fair Eyes, and tempting Looks (which yet 1 view !)
Long lov'd, ador’d Ideas, all adieu !
O Grace ferene ! oh Virtue heav'nly fair !
Divine Oblivion of low-thoughted Care !
Frefh blooming Hope, gay Daughter of the Sky !
And Faith, our early Immortality !
Enter, each mild, each amicable Gueft;
Receive, and wrap mein eternal Relt!
See in her Cell fad Elkifa fpread,
Propt on fome Tomb, a Neighbour of the Dead {
In each low Wind methinks a Spirit calls,
Apd more than Echoes talk along the Walls.
Here, as [ watch’d the dying Lamps around,
From yonder Shrine 1 heard a hollow Sound.
¢ Ccme, Sifter, come! (it {aid, or feem’d to fay)
¢ Thy Place is here, fad Sifter, come away !
¢ Once like thyfelf, I trembled, wept, and pray’d,
* Love’s Vi&tim then, though now a fainted Maid
¢ Butall iscalm in this eternal Sleep ; )
¢ Here Grief forgets to groan, and Love to weep,
¢ Ev'o Superflition lofes ev’ry Fear :
¢ For God, not Man, abfolves our Frailties here.’
I come, Icome! prepare your rofeate Bow'rs,
Celeftial Palms, and ever-blooming Flow’ts.
Thither, where Sinners may have Reft, I go,
‘Where Flames refin'd in Breafts feraphic glovyr h
. ou,
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Thou, Abelard! the laft fad Office pay,

And fmooth my Paffage to the Realms of Day ;

See my Lips tremble, and my Eye-balls roll,

Suck my laft Breath, and catch the flying Soul !

Ah no in facred Veftments may’ft thou ftand,

The hallow’d Taper trembling in thy Hand,

Prefent the Crofs before my lifted Eye,

Teach me at once, and learn of meto die.

Ah then, thyonce lov'd Elifafee ! v

It will be then no Crime to gaze on me.

See from my Cheek tho tranfient Rofes fly !

See the laft Sparkle languifh in my Eye!

*Till ev’ry Motion, Pulfe, and Breath, be o%r ;

And ev’n my Abelard be lov’d no more,

O Death all-eloquent | you only prove

What Doft we doat on, when ’tis Man we Jove.
Then too, when Fate fhall thy fair Frame deftroy,

(That Caufe of all my Guilt, and all my Joy)

In Trance extatic may thy Pangs be drown'd,

Bright Clouds defcend, and Angels watch thee

round, )

From opening Skies may ftreaming Glories fhine,

And Saints embrace thee with a Love like mine,
May one kind Grave unite each haplefs Name,

And graft my Love immortal.on thy Fame !

Then, Ages hence, when all my Woes are o'er,

When this rebellious Heart fhall beat no more ;

If ever Chance two wand'ring Lovers brings

To Paraclete’s white Walls and filver Springs,

O’er the pale Marble fhall they join their Heads,

And drink the falling Tears each other fheds ;

Thenfadly fay, with mutual Pity mov'd,

¢ Oh may we never love as thefe have lov'd !

From the full Choir when loud Hofannas rife,

And fwell the Pomp of dreadfu! Sacrifice,

Amid
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Amid that Scene, if fome refenting Eye.

Glarice ori the Stoné where our cold Relicks lie,
Devotion’s felf fhiall fteat a Thought frogt. Heav'n,
One human Tear fhall drop, and %e forgiv’n.
And fure if Fate fome future Bard fhall join °
In fad Similitude of Griefs to mine,

Condemn'd whole Years in Abfence to deplore,
And image Charmis he muft behold no more ;

Such if there be, wholoves fo long, fo well;

Let him oar fad, our tender Story tell ;

The well fung Woes will footh my peafive Ghott 5
He beft can paint ’em, who fhall feel’em moft.

FINIS
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