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J T i1 very farprifing that the· Lmm of Ah,{a;d anti 
· Jb/,iji have·not·fooner appeared in }::ngli!h, fince it 

ia generally allowed, by all who have feen them in 
other lanJuages, that they are written with the 
greateft ·paffion of any in this kind whid1 are extant. 
And it is certain that the Let(1rs from a N~n to a 
CA'V11li1r, which have fo long been known and ad­
mired among us, are in all ref peas inferior to them. 
Whatever thofe were, thcfe are known to be ge­
nuine Pieces occafioncd by an amour which had 
very extraordinary confequences, and made a great 
noife at the time when it happened, being between 
two of the moft diftinguiflted Perfon, of that age. 

Thefe Letters, therefore, being truly wri~ten J,y the 
. Perfons themfelvea, whofc names they bear-, and 

who were both remarkable for their genius and 
learning, as well as· by a moil extravagant paflion 
for each other, arc every where full of fentiments 
of the heart, (which are not to be iQ1itated in :!, 

feigned ftory,) and touches of Nature, much more 
moving thaq any which could flow from th1: Pen of 
a Writer of Novels, or enter into thr: imagina~ 
tion of any who had not felt the like emotions and 
diftre1fcs. · 

They were originally written in Latin, and are ex­
tant in a Colleclion of the Works of Ah,lard, prin­
ted at P.aris in the year t616. With what elegance 
al\d beauty of ftile they were written in. tllat lan­
guage, will fuftieien~ly appear to the learned Rea- . 
dcr, even by thofc few citation» which are fct at 
. - · A z ·tt 
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the ~,tom ef the Pfie in f4'ffle pl~s of ~ fol.,.,. 
lowiog hiftory. BRt the Jpok bore m~ptjoned 
~onfifting chiefly offchool-divinity, and the learn­
ing of thofe times, and therefore· being rarely tp 
}?e ~~t with but in public libraries, and in the hands 
of fome learned. men, th, Lmers if Ahelord p•li He­
!•ift are muc)l more knowii by a Tranllation, or 
rather Paraplu:i!fe of them, in Frenth, firfl: publifh­
ed at the Hague in 1693, and which ~terwarda ,e. 

~ived feveral other more complete Editions. 
This Tranftati~n is much applauded, but who was 
the Author of it is not certainly known. Men-
1icur ~ayle fays he had been informed it was done 
by a woman; and, peFhapb, he thougla no one be­
fi~es could have entered fo thoroughly into tbe paf .. 
:fion and tendernefs of foch writings, for which that 
:fex feems to have a more natural difpofition thast 
the other. This may be judged of ~y the Lmer, 
t~emf~lv~s, among w~ich thofe of Heloife are the 
~oft moving, and the Mafter foems in this parti­
;ular to have been exce~lcd by the Scholar. 

lfl fome of the lat~r Editions in French, there ha• 
_,een prefixed to the L,uers an ,Hiftorical Account 
of Ahelartl and Heloifa; this is cbiefty extratled 
from the Preface ot the Editor of Alelartl's Works 
in Latin, and from the <!ritital Di8io1111ry of Mon­
ueur Bayle•, who has put together, 11nder faveral 
articles, all the particula,s he was ablo to colle4t 
concerning thefe two famous Perfons ; and tllough 
ihe firtl: Letter of 4/J,_/artl If l'hi/intus, in which he; 
relates h~• own ft~ry 1 may feem to :h.avo rendered. 
this account in pa:rt unnecelfary; yet tlie :Reader 
will not he difpleafed to fee the thread of tae re­
lation entire, and continued to the death of tlae 
fe;fons w~ofe misfortwllll bad m~do t_hoir l\VCS fo 
very remarkaele. · 
, Vld Artit, Abelard, Hclulfe, foulques, and P:iraclete 

. . . . . ~ 
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' It is indeed impoffible to be unmoved at the furpriung 
and multiplied affiiflions and perfecutione which 
befel a man of Ah,lard's ine genius, when we fee 
them fo feelingly defcribed by his own hand. Many 
cf thefc were owing to the malice of fuch as were 
hia enemies, on the account of his fuperior learning 
and merit ; yet the great calamities of his life took 
their rile from his unhappy indulgence of a criminal 
pafilon, and giving himfclf a loofe to unwarranta­
able pleafures. After this he was perpetually fo. 
voived in forrow and diftrefs, and in vain fought for 
cafe and quiet in a monaftic life. The L1111r1 be­
tween him and his ~eloved Heloijiwere not written till 
Jong after their marriage and feparation, and when 

'ach of them was dedicated to a life of religion. 
Accordingly we find in them furprifing mixtures of 
devotion and tendemefs, of penitence and remain­
ing frailty, and a lively piaure of human nature ill 
iu contrarieties of paaion and rcafon, its infirmitica, 
ad ill f ai'cring,. 
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Abelard and Heloife; 
IC' • • .• • ' • - ... 

']' 61' ~ R .A lJ EL ARD was hom in the village 
. ol Palaj1 in Britany, He lived in the twelfth, 

century, in the reign of Louis tbt Groft, and Louis tb• 
Y,ag. His. F11,ther'1 nllme. was B1r11ng1r, a gi:ntle­
man of a confiderable and wealthy family. He took 
Cjlre to give-his.chil~ren a.lib~ral and pious education, 
efpecially his eldeft fon P1ttr, on whom he endeavour­
ed to ~ftow all poftible improvements, becaufe there 
appeared iir .him an extraordinary vivacity of wit., 
joined with fwee.tnefa of temper,- and all imaginable 
prefages of a great man.· , . 

When he ~ad made fome advancement in learning,· 
he grew fo fond of his books, that, Jen affairs of the 
'YOrld mi~ht interrupt his pro1iciency in them, he 
quitted h1S birthri~hc to his younger brothers, and 
applied himfclf entmly to the ,ludies of l'hilufophy 
and Divinity. 

Of all the fciences. to which he applied himfolt~ 
1,:1;tt w11id1. pl~a,:.:.J hitn m:•tt, an,I i•1 which he made. 
t11,• g ·;: .. :~ ;:: :,.w:;,~·i';, ,, ··, l.0;: :, l r ~ !,.,,l :i. v,.-,·:, fobtilo. 

}l' ~'\(-
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1. (J"he H u To 1t. Y _ if 
wit, and was incelfantly whetting it l>y difputes, oat 
of a retllefs ambition to be mafter of his weapons; fo 
that in a lhort time he gained the reputation of the 
greatcft philofopher of his age; and has always heel\ 
-cfteemed the founder of what we call the L1ar11i11z if 
th, Scb,o/men. 

He finilhed his ftudies at Paria, where learning was 
then in a flourilhing condition, In this city he found 
that famous profe1for of philofophy William des Cham­
peaux, and foon became his favourite fcholar; but 
this did not ]all: long. The profeffor was fo hard put 
to it to anfwer the fubtile objetlions of his new fcho­
lar, that he grew uneafy with him. The fchool foon 
run into parties. The fenior fcholars, tranfported 
with envy againft A/Jelari, feconde~ their mafter's re­
fentment. All this ferved only to 1ncreafe the young 
man's prefamption. who now thought himfelf fufii­
ciently qualified to fet up a fchool of his own. For 
this purpof~ he· chofe an ad•antageoa& place, wliicll 
was the town of Meh111, ten league, from Paris, 
where the French court refided at that time. Cham­
peaax did all that he could to hinder tile erefiing_ of 
this fchool ;· but fome of the great courtiers being hi• 
enemies, the oppofition he made to it only promoted 
the defip' of his rival. -

The reputation of thia •ew profeft'or made a mar­
vellout progrefs; and eclipfed tllat of Champeaux. 
Thefe f11cce1Tes- {welled .4btlartl fo much that he re­
moved his fchool to Corbeil, in order to-engage his­
enemy the more dofer in more freqaent difputations. 
But his exceffive application: to ftudy brought upon 
hhn a loni and dangerous fick.nefs, which con.llrained 
him te return to his ewn native air. · 

After he had fpent two years in his own cO\intry he­
made a fecond adventure to Paris, where he found tlaat 
hi, cld antagoni.ft Champeaux had refigned his" chair 
to another, and wu retired into a convent of Canons 
Reiular, among whom he continued his letlure1. 
A,l,r, 111,,ckcd .iim with f u(h fury, tha.\ he ·<\uickly 
. fotl:.~ 
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forced him to renounce his tenets. Whereupon the 
poor monk became fo defpicable, and his anfagonift in 
foch great efteem, that nobody went to the lellures of 
Champeaux, and the very man who fucceeded him in 
his profciforfuip lifted uader A/Jel•rJ, and became hi,· 
fcholar,. , 

He wa. fcarce fixed in his chair before he found 
himfelf expofed more than ever to the llrok-.s of the 
moftcruel envy. Endeavours were ufed to do him ill 
offices by all thofe who were any ways difafFetled to 
him. Another profefror was put into his place, who 
had thought it hi■ duty to fubmit toAldarJ; in fiu,rt 
(o many enemies were raifed againfl him that he wH 
forced to retreat from Paris to Melon, and there revi­
ved his Iogick Jethncs. But this held not long; for 
hoarJ11g that Champeaux with all his infantry was re­
ti,ed into a country village, lte came itnd polled him­
felf on mount St. Geneyieve, where he erecled a new 
fchool, like a kind of battery againft him whont 
Champeaux had left to teach at Pari1. 

Champeaux underllanding that his fubllitute was 
th1is befieged in his fchool, brought the Regalar Ca. 
noi:is qack agai11 to their monallery, But this, inllead 
of relieving hi, friend, cauf\:d all his fcholars to de­
fert him. At which the poor philofopher was fo mor­
tified, that he followed the example of his patrol\ 
Champeaux, and turned monk too, 

The difpute now lay wholly betf,,een Al,e/arJ and 
Cliampeaux, wno renewed it witn great ,warmth on 
both fidea ; b11t the fenior had not the be.it on't, 
While it was depending, A61/11rd was obliged to vifit 
his fatAer and motner, who, according to the fafhion 
of thof1 times, had re(olved to forfake the worid, and 
retire inte convents, in order to devote themfelves, 
more ferioufly to the care of their falvation. 

Having affifted at the admiffion of his parents into 
their rcfpeaive monafteries and received their bleffing, 
he returned to Paris, where during his abfence, his 
rival ud bttn promoted to the bifuo?tic."- o{ C\\~\°""'. 

B 2 !i..'tl.~ 
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And now being in a condition to quit his fchool wit}>~ 
out any fufpicions of flying from hi1 enemy, he refol­
ved to apply liinifelfwholly to Pivinity. · 

To this end h~ removed to Laon, where one Anftl~ 
read divinity-leaurea with good reputation. But 
Ahelartl was fo little fatisfied with the old man's abi­
lities, who nas he fays, had ;t' very ineaft genius, and 
.a great fluency of w·ords without fenfe, lhat" he ~ook 
a refohition for ·the future to hear no other mafter 
than the Holy Scriptures. ·.' A good r~folu~ion ! 'if a 
man takes the Spirit of God for his guide, and be 
more concerned to diftinguilh truth"frqm falfehood, 
than to confirm himfelf in tho(e 'principles into which 
h~s, own fancy o~ complexi_on,' or the prej ~dic~s of his 
birth and education, have mfenfibly led him;· 

A/,1/artl, together with the Holy Scriptures, read 
the ancient fathers and dollors of the church, in 
which he fpeni whole days and nights, and profited fo 
well,· lhat in dead of returaing to Anftlm', leclures, he 
took up the fame .emplnymen t, and began to explai~ 
the Prophet Er.die/ to fome of his fellow-pupils. He 
performed this part fo agreeably; and in fo eafy a 
meth.od that he foon got a crowd of auditors. · ' 

The jealods Anj,/111 could 11ot bear this : he quickly 
found means to get the leaurer filenced. · Upon this 
Ahelartl removed to l'aris once more, where he pro­
~eeded with his .public expofition on Etttliei, and foon 
acquired the fame reputation for his divinity he had 
before gained for his philofophy, His eloquence an4 
learning procured him an incrdihle number of fcho­
lars from all parts; fo that if he h~d minded favinf~ 
of nwney, he might have grown tich •vith eafe in :1 

ibort time. And harpy had it been for liim, if, ?.­

inong a!l the enemi'es his learning expofed him tn, b 
had guardc,l his heart againll: the charms of !r,n·. 
:Put, alas! the grcatc:l doclors are not always the wi­
{eft men, as appears from example& in every age; but 

1 from none m01e remarkable than th;.t of this karne1l 
'man, whofe ftory J am now going to tr11 you. 
,, .. - · - · .~t,;;.:d 
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ABIJ.A&D 11nd H1L01n. J 
/ ,41,,1',ri, befides his uncommon merit as a fcholar. 

J,ad all the accomplilhments of a gentleman. He had 
a greatnefs of foul which nothing could fi&oclc ; his 

. paflions were delicate, his judgment folid, and tafte 
~xq~ifite. He was o_f a gracefal perfon, _ and carried 
~imfelf with the air of a man of qµality. His conver­
fation was fweet, complaifarit, eafy, and gentleman­
likc. It feemed as tho' Nature had defigned him for 
a more elevated employment than that of teaching the 
fciences. He looked apon riches and grandeur with 
contempt, and had no higher ambition than to make 
~is name famous among learned men, and to be repu­
ied the greatell dodor of his age : but he had human 
frailty, ~nd all his philofophy could not guard him 
from the attacks of love. For fome time indeed, he 
pad defended himfelf againll thi, paffion pretty well, 
y,,hen the temptation was but llight; but upon a more 
intimate familiarity with fuch agreeable objeth, he 
found his reafon fail him: yet. in refpefi to kis wif­
dom, he thought of compounding the matter and re­
folved at firft, that love ~nd philofophy fuould dwell 
JQgether in the fame breall:. He intended only to let 
out his Jieart to the former, and that but for a little 
while·; ~ever confidering that love is a great ruinerof 
·projeas~--and µ1at when it has once got a fuare ,in a 
~eart, it is ea(y to pofi'efa itfelf of tb.e whole. 
· ffe was aow in the feven or eight and twentieth year 
of his age, when he thought himfelf completely hap­
py in all refpeas, excepting that he wanted a miftrefs. 
He confidered therefore of making a choice, but fuch 
a one as might be moft {uitable to his notions, and the 
defiga he had of paffing agreeably thofe hours he 
did not employ ia his ftudy. He had feveral ladies 
in his eye, to whom as he fays in one of his L1111r1, 
he co1dd ealily have recommended himfelf. For you 
mull undernand, that befides his qualifications men­
tioned before, he had a vein of poetry, and made 
abnnd1111ce of little eafy fongs, which he would fing 
with .all 1i:e :::!vantage of a ga\\1ut a.u ~t1.t l\~-..\~-.. 
r. 'q()'\I;,~ 
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voice. But tho' he wa1 cut out for a lover, ne wa, 
not ovtr-haf'ly in determinint hi1 choice. He was 
not of,a humour to be pleafed with the wanton or for. 
wml r he fcornud cafy pleafuret, a11d fou_ght to en­
counter witll difficqlties and impediments; that he 
might ·conquc,r with the greater glory. IA {hort, he 
had not yet (ee11 the worn.an- he was to love. 

Not far from the place where .,{/,,/art/ read his le•• 
ture, lived one D,11,r Fu//,,rt, a ca11on of the church 
of Notre-Dame. This canon had a niece 11amed H,­
hifl in :his houfe whom ho dducated with great care 
and atrcaion .. Somo writers fay•, that lhe was the good 
111an'1 natural daughter; but that, to prevent a pub. 
lie fC1lndal, :he' gave out that lhe w~s his niece by his 
After, who upon her death-bed had charged hi)ll with. 
Iler education. But though it was well known in thofo 
times; as well as fince, that the niece of an cccltliallick 
b fometimes more nearly related to him, yet of thia 
damfel's birtk and parentage we have nothing very 
certai11. There is reafon to d1ink, from one of her 
Ltttws to Ale/11rtl, that file came of a mean family ; 
for lhe owns that great honour was done to her fide 
by thts aUiani;e, and that he married much below 
himfelf. So that what Frllncis d' Amboife fays, that 
flte waa of the name and family of Montmorency ltas 
,no manner of foundation. It is very prohahle Oie 
was really and trully Folbe-rt'• niece, as he affirmed 
her to l,e, Whateve-r- the was for birth, file was a ve- , 
,y engagJng woman ; and if ibe was 11ot a pe,felt 
bea11ty, lac appeared foch at leaft in Al,,/11,.J's eyes. 
Her perfon was well proportioned, her feature! regu­
lar, liet' eyes fparkling, her lips vermilion and well 
formed, her complexion animated, her ~r fine, and 
Iler- afpea fweet and agreeable, She had a fuPprifing 
qaicknofa of wit, an. inc~ible memory, and a conn-

•Papyr, Ma!'o, Annal. 1. 3. ,, Jeaitnn Cano11icus Parii-
0 mm~ Meloyfian natvralem illlN:a liabebat p1·ael11oti bi• 
".i•1io.., fwaa411eo" -

M.~~~"t:I\~ 
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derable fltare of learning, joined with homility; and 
all thefe accoinplilhmenu were attended with fame• 
thing fo graceflll a11d lllOYing, that it was impofilblci 
for thofe who kept her ccunpany Dot to be in Ion with 
her. 

As (oon aa AS,Lm/ had fcen her, and converfed witli 
her, the charms of her wit and beauty made fuch an 
impreffion upon hia _heart, that he prefently cenceived 
a moff violent pafilon for her, and refolved to make it 
his whole endenour to win her atfetlions. And now, , 
It• that formerly qaitte~ his patrimony co purfoe hi■ 
ftudies, laid afide all other etgagements to attend hi■ 
new pamon. · 

In vain did Philofophy and Reafon importune hina, 
a, return ; he was deaf to their call, and thought of 
nothing but how to enjoy the fight and company of 
hii dear H,l,ift. And he foon mes with the Juckleft: 
opportunity in the world. Fulbert who had rhe great­
d affi:aion imaginable for his niec:e, finding het to 
hue a eood fhare of natural wit, and a particular ge- · 
Diua for learning, thought himfelf obliged to improve 
the talent• which Nature had fo liberally beftow'd on 
her. He had· already pat her to leam fenral lan­
.guage,, which fbe quickly came to under ftand fo well, 
that her fame began to fpread itfelf abroad, and the 
wit and learnie1of Hel,lft wu every where difcourfed 
of. And though her uncle for his own fhare, wa, no 
great fcltolar lie was very folicitous that his niece 
Jhoald hne all poflible improvements. He wa, 
willinr, therefore, fhe fhould hne mailers to inftrua 
Jier i11 what Ille had a mind to learn : but he loved hit 
money, and this kept him from providing for her edu~ 
cation fo well as fhe deftred . 

.4/J,u,rd, who knew Heloift's inclinations, and thcs 
temper of her unc:le, thought this an opportunity fa­
vourable to hi,defign. He was alreaay well acqoain­
ted with Fulbert, as being his brother canon -m the 
fame church ; and he obfcrved how fond the other was 
•f hi, fri~ndO,ip, and what u. honi;nu h~ ~~'-'=-t\\.'-~ "" 

. '111' 
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tci be intimate with a perfon of his reputation. l 
therefore told him one day in familiarity, that hew 
at a lofs for fome houfe to board in ; and if you cot 
find room for nie, faid he, in yours, I leave to you 
name the terms. 

The good man i_m!1l'ediately confidering that by t 
means. he fhould p~ovide an able ~after for his nie 
who, rnftcad of taking money of ham, olFered to F 
him well for his board, embraced his propofal with 
the joy imaginable, gave him a thoufand care1fes, a 
defired he would confider him for the future as one a 
bitio11s of the ftriaeft fricndfuip with him. , 

What an unfpeakable joy was this to the amor1 
.Al~lilrli ! to confider that he was going to live w 
her who, was the only objca of his defires; that 
fliould have the opportunity of feei_ng and converfi 
with ~er every day, and of acqiiaiirtin~ her with i 
paffioft !. However, he concealed hia JOY at prefe, 
left hi!: lhould make his i.ntention fofpecled~ Wet, 
you b'efore how liberal Nature had been to our lov 
in making h·ia petfon every way' fo agreeable ; fo t 
he flattered himfelf that it was almofl: impoffib: 
that atiy woman ihould rejea lais addrefi"cs, P~rh. 
~e was miftaken : the fex has variety of humo1 
Howe¥er, confider him a..a philofopher who had 
therto lived in a ftria chaftity t; he certainly reafot 
•ell in the bufinefs of love; when _he concluded t 
Htloiji woul4 be an cafrcr conq-ueft to him than otht 
becaufe her learning gave him an· opportunity of cJ 
blilhing a'COrrefpondence by letters, in which he rni1 
difcover his pafiion with 3reater freedom than he d, 
prefumc to ufc in convcrfa,ion. 

• " Tanti q•1ippe rnnc nomini1 eram & juventutl1 
"formag1ata l'raeemineham, ut quamcun11ue foerni11:,1 
.. 11..flcu d1g:1.i1 er iilllore nullam vererer repulfam. 1 EJ 
,"1b1l, 

t ·• Frnf'1,a ni:,Hni c-aPpi laxare1 qui antaa viveram c 
,. ,·,1i:.~1''ir,e " · : , . .-,; A/J•J · 

•• ... ... " • .. ~--. :,J' ' .. • • ' 
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Some time after the Canon had ta.ken Alel11rd into 
his own houfe, as they were difcourling one day about 
things fomewhat above Fulbert's capacity, the lat:er 
turned the difcourfe infenlibly to the g;,od qualities 
of hil niece ; he informed Ahelard of the excellcncv 
of her wit, and how ftrong a propenfity ~e had to im·­
prove in learning ; and with:i.l made it his earneJ~ 
requell, that he would ialte the pains to inftrua her. 
A&tlard preterided to be furprifed at a propofal of this 
nature. He told him that learning was not the pre­
per bufinefs of women; that fuch inclinations in 
them had more of humour or curiofitv than a folid 
dcfire of knowledge; and could hardiy pafs, among 
either the learaed or ignorant, without drawing upon 
theni the imputation of conceit and affi:ctation. Fu! bert 
anfwered, that this was very tn1e of women of com­
mon capacities; but he hoped, when he had difcour• 
fed with his niece, and found what progrefa ilie ha,l 
made already, and what a capacity the h:d for learn­
ing, he would be of another opinion. .Al,elard aff,r. 
red him, he was ready to do all he could for her im­
provement, and if lhe wa! rtot liki: other women, who 
hate to learri any thing beyond their needle, he would 
tpare no pains to make Helo{fe :mfwer the hopes whicit 
Iler uncle had cooceivtd of her. 

'the canon was tranfported with the civility of 
the young doclor; he returned him thanks, and 
protelled he codld not do him a more acceptable fer­
vice than to affift his neice in her endeavours to learn; 
he therefore entreated him once more tp fet apart fome 
of his time, w!.ich he did not employ in public, for 
thi3 purpofe: and, (as if he had known his deligned 
intrigue, and was willi~g to promote it,) he commit­
ted her entirely to his care, and begged of him to treat 
her with the authority c,f a mafter; not only ro chide 
her, but even to Correa her whenever lhe was guilty 
of any neglett of difobedience to his commands. 

Fulbert, in this, lhowed a fimplicity without exam­
p]e J ·bu, the affection which he had. fot n.\\ \\\'-1;.~ ~n-~ 
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fo blind, and .Ahelard had fo well eftablifhed his re­
putation for wifdom, that the uncle never fcropled 
in the leaft to tru!l: them together, and thought he had 
~.!! the fecurity in the world for their virtue. .llhelartl 
you may be fure, made ufe of the freedom whi'ch was 
given him._ He faw his beautiful creature every hour, 
he fet her lefi"ons every day, and was extremely plea­
fed to fee what proficiency fhe made. Heloift, for her 
i,art, was fo taken with her mafter, that fhe liked no­
thing fo well as what tbe learned from him; and the· 
mafier was charmed with that quicknefs of apprehen­
fion with which his fcholar learned the moil difficult 
lelfons. But he did not intend te flop here. He 
knew fo well how to inftnuate into the afFetlions of 
ibis young perfon, he gave ker fuch plain intimations 
of what was in his heart, ai;ad fpoke fo agreeably of 
the paffion which he had conceived for her, that he 
had thci fatisfattion of feeing himfelf well underllood. 
lt is. no difficult matter to malte a girl of eighteen in 
love ; and Ahtlari having fo much wit and agreeable 
bnrnour, muft: needs make a greater progrefs in her 
affeaions than lhe did in the leffons which, he taiight 
her ; fo that in a fhort time fhe fell fo much in love 

·with him, that fhe could deny him nothing. 
Fulbert had a country-houfe at Corbeil,· to which· 

the lovers often reforted, under pretence of applying 
themfelves more clofely to their ftudies: there they 
confelfed freely an'd gavethemfelves up entirely to the 
pleafure of a mutual paffion. They took advantage 
of that privacy which ftudy and contemplation require 
without fubje&ing themfelves to the cenfure of thofe 
whoobferved it, 

In this retirement .A!Jtlartl owns that· more of b.is 
time was employ'd in foft carefi"es than in Icaures of 
philofophy. Sometimes he pretended to ufe the feve­
rity ofa mailer ; the better to deceive fuch as might 
be fpies upon them, he exclaimed again 11: He/oiji, afld 
reproached her for her negligence. But how dilf'er-

en t were his menaces from thofe whkn:a.tc \\\~'£1\n.a. \:l'f 
._"ft:r f. 1'\'t.'I~-:: 
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Never did two lover, give a greater loofe to. their 
delights than ,fol thefe two for five ·or fix months; 
they lived in all the endeuments which could enter 
into the hearts o( young beginners. This is Ahtlard's 
own account of the snatter. He compares himfelf to 
fuch as have been long kept in a ftarving condition, 
and at lall are brought to a feaft. A grave and ftudi­
ous man exceeds a debauchee in his enjoyments of a 
woman whom he loves and of whom he is pallionately 
beloved. 

Jt6,lard being thus enchanted with the careffes of 
Iii~ miftrefs, neglet\ed all his ferious and important 
affairs. His performances in public were wretched. 
His fcholars perceived it, and foon gucH'ed the reafon, 
Jiis head was turned to nothing but amoro•1s verfes. 
His fchool was his averfion, and he fpent as little time 
in it as he could. As for his lefiures they were com­
monly the old ones ferved up again : the night was 
wholly loft from his ftudies; and his leifure was em­
floyed in writing fong1, which were difperfed and 
fong in dive,s provinces of France many years after. 
Jn lhort our lovers, who were in their own opinifln 
rhe happieft pair in the world, kept fo little guard, 
that their amours were every where talke<l of, and all 
the world faw plainly that the fciences were not al­
ways the fobjea of their converfation, Only honeft 
Fulbert, under whofe nofe all this was done, was the 
Jail: man that heard any thing of it ; he wanted eyes 
to fee that which was vifible to all the world ; and if 
anv body went about to tell him ofit, he was prepof­
frlit:d w i eh fo good an opinion of his niece and her nla­
jler, that he would believe nothing againll: them. 

But at !aft fo many difcoveries wer~ daily made to 
him, that he could not kelp believing fomcthing; he 
theri:fore refolved to feparate them, and by that mear·s 
p,evc:nt the ill confequences of their too great famili­
arity. However, he tltought it bell to convia them 
h1mfelf, before he proceeded further; and therefore 
w:i.tched them fo clofely, that he had OM. da-; a\\(:\~-
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portunity of receiving ocular fatisfaflion that the re­
ports he had heard were true. In lhort he furprifed 
them together. And though he was naturally chole­
rick, yet he appeared fo moderate on this occafion as 
to leave them under dif1I1al apprehentions of fomething 
worfe to come after. The reful~ was, that they muft 
he parted. 

Who can exprefs ,the torment our lovers felt upon 
this feparation ! However, it ferved only to unite 
their hearts more firmly ; they were but the more ea­
ger to fee one another. Difficulties increafed their 
defires, and put them upon any attempts without re­
garding what might be the confcqqence. .Al,e/ard, 
finding it impoluble to live without his dear Heloift, 
endeavoured to fettle a correfpondence with her l>y her 
maid Agaton, who was a handfome brown girl, well 
fuaped, and likely enough to have pleafed a man who 
was not otherwife engaged. But what a forprife was 
it to our Doflor, to find this girl refufe his money, 
and in recompence of the fervices fhe was to do him 
with his miftrefs; demanded no lefs a reward than his 
heart, and making him at once a plain declaration of 
love ! .Al,elard. who could love none but Heloift, turn­
ed from her abruptly, without anfwering a word. 
BQt a reje~ed woman is a dangerous creature. Aga­
ton knew well how to revenge the affront put upon 
her, and f~led not to acquaint Fulbert with .Ahdard's 
offers to her, without faying a word how lhe had been 
difobliged. Fulbert thought it was time to look about 
him. He th3:nked the maid for her care, and enter­
ed into meafures with.her, how to keep .Al,ellml from 
vifiting ~is niece. · 

The Doctor was now more perplexed than ever : he 
had no ways left but to apply himfelf to Heloift's fing­
ing-mafter; and the gold which the maid refufeJ pre­
vailed with him. By this means .Al,elard conveyed ~ 
letter to Heloifi, in which he told her, that he intend­
,:d to come and fee her at night, and that the way he 
hd c-o,ntrived was over th~ gatdcn.-v.ia.\\ bi a \add:\ 
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of cords. This projea fucceeded, and brought them 
together. Atter the firft tranfports of this lhort in­
terview, He/oifi, who had foundfome more than ordi­
nary fymptoms within her, acquainted. her lover with 
it. She had informed him of it before by a letter; 
arid now having this opportunity to confult about 
it ; they agreed that fhe fhould go to a fifter of his in 
Britany, at whofc houfc lhe might be privately brought 
to bed. But before they parted, he endeavoured to 
comfort her, and make her eafy in this diftrefs, by gi­
ving her afrurances of marriage. When Htloifa heard 
this propofal file peremptorily rejected it, and gave fuch 
reafons • for her rcfufal, as left Ah,la.-tl in the great­
cft aftonifhment. 

Indeed a refufal of this nature is fo extraordinary 
a tl\ing, that perhaps another inftancc of it is not to be 
found in hiftory. I perfuade myfclf, therefore, that -
I !hall not offend my reader, if I make fome few re­
~arks upon it. It often happens, that the paffion of 
love ftiftes or over-rules the rebukes of confcience; 
but it is unufual for it to extinguifh the fenfibility of 
honour. I don't fpeak of perfons of mean birth and 
no education; but for others, all young women, I fuP­
pofe, who engage in love-intrigues, flatter themfelves -
with one of thefe views ; either they hope they fhall 
not prove with child, or they fhall conceal it from the 
world, or they fhall get themfelves married. As for 
~uch as refolve to deftroy the fruit of their amours, 
there arc but few fo void of all natural affetlions aa to 
be capable of this greateft degree of barbarity. How­
ever, this fl1ows plainly, that if Love tyrannizes fome­
times, it is fuch a tyrant as leaves honour in pofi"effion 
of its rights. But Heloifa had a paffion fo ftrong, that 
fhe was not at all concerned for her honour or reputa­
tion. She was overjoyed to find herfelf with child, 
and yet fhe did her utmoft not to be married. Never 

• Ste Abelard's lett~i: to l'hllintu,, •nd \.-\e\l.\\,(~'" fut\. 
L:mr to Abelard. · ·-
. . \ .... 
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{ure was fo odd an example as thefe two things made 
when put together, The lirft was very extraorilinary; 
and how many yo11ng women in the world would ra­
ther be married to a difagreeable hufband than live in 
ai ftate of reproach? They know the remedy is bad e-
1)()1,lgh, and what will coi them dear ; but what lig­
nifies that,. fo long as the name of h1dband hides the 
flaws made in their honour 1 But as for Htloifi, fhe 
was not fo nice in lhis point. An excefs of paffion, 
ne,er heard of before, made her chufe to be .ilel,m/'s 
miftrefs rather than his wife. We fhall fee, · in the 
courfe of this hiftory, how firm file was in this refolu­
tion, with wh.it arguments file fupported it, and how 
earne{Uy !he perfuaded her gallant to be of the fame 

fTbt Hl9TOILY ef 

mind. · ' 
A/,e/arJ, who was willing to lofe no time, leaft his 

dear Htloifi lhould fall into her uncle's hands, difguifed 
her in the habit of a nun, and fent her away with the 
greateft difpatch, hoping that after fhe was brought 
to bed, he iliould have more leifure to pe_rfuade her to 
anarriage, by which they might fcreen themfelves from 
the reproach which muil otherwife come upon them, 
as foon as the bnfinefs !hould be publickly known. 

As foon as Heloift was fet forward on her journey, 
.A/J,w• refolved to make Fulbert a vifit in order to 
appeafe him, if pofilble, and prevent the ill effeas of 
bJS jnft indignation. 

'l'he news that H,/tJifi was privately withdrawn foon. 
.matie a great noife in the neighbourhood ; and reach­
ing Fulbert's ears, filled him with grief and melancho­
ly. Be6des, that he had a very tender affeaion for 
his niece, and could not live without her, he had the 
utmoft refentrnent of the aff'ront which A/Jelard had 
put upon him, by abufing the freedom he had allow­
ed him. This fired him with fuch implacable fury, 
as in the end fell heavy upon our poor lo,·ers, and had 
very dreadful confequences, 

When Fulbert law AhtlarJ, and heard from him 
r/J~ rufon wh)' Hd,;/e was wi\hdrawn, nevcr'was man 

i"\\. 
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in {uch a paffion. He abandoned himfelf to the ut­
moft diftratlions of rage, dc:fpair, and thirft of revenge. 
AU the affronts, reproaches, and meuce, that could 
be thought of, were heaped upon .4/ulard; who was, 
peor man, very paffive, and ready to make the Canou 
all the fatisfatlion he was able.- He gave him leave 
to fay what be pleafed ; and when he faw that he ti­
red himfelfwith exclaiming, he took up the difcourfe, 
ancl ingenuou4y confefs'd his crime. Then he had 
1eCOGrfe to all the prayers, fubmiffions, and promifes, 
lle could. iHent ; and begged of him to confider the 
force of Love, and what foila chi• tyrant .i.as given 
·10 the g,-eateft men : that the occafion f>f th.e prefent 
misfortooes wa, the moft violent paffion that ever was; 
uat dais paflion continued ftill ; aad that he was rea­
dy to give both him and his niece all the fatisfaaiorr 
which tllis fort of injury required . Will you marry 
Jaer then? faid Fulbert, interrupting him. Yes, re-

flied Ah/i,ri, if you pleafe, and fhe will confent. Jf 
pleafe ! faid the Canen, paufing a little; if lhe will 

C011fe11t t And do you qucftion either? Upon this he' 
was going to oi'cr him his reafoni, after his hafty way,· • 
why they fhould be married: But .4/,1/a,-~ in treated 
him to fapprcfs his pa!ion a while, utd hear what he 
Jaad · to offer; which was, that their marriage might 
for fome time be kept fec:ret. No, Cays the Canon,. 
the diftaononr you have done my niece is public, and 
tlte reparation you make her fh:iH be fo too, But 
~1./.,-i told him~ that fince they were to be one fa­
mily, he hoped he would confider his intercil: as hi, 
own. At laft after 1t great many intreaties, Fulbert 
fcemed content it fhould be as .4ltlor-ti defired ; that 
Jae ihould marry H,/oif, after fhe was brought to bed, 
and that in the mean rime the bufinefs fhould be kept 
fccrct. 

Ak!.rd, having given his kltolars a Yacatien, re­
turned into Britany to vilit his defigncd fpoufe, and• 
10 acquaint her with what ·had paffi:d. She was not at 
1111 coa«raN at her uJKlc', \\i{i~~\\\u. \ ~'- U\.'-'-
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which troubled her was, the refolution which fire fa\V 

her lover had taken to marry her, She endeavoured 
to diffuade him from it with all the arguments ilie 
could think of. She begun with reprefenting to him 
the wrong he did himfelf in thinkiRg of marriage : 
that as fhe nner loved him but for h.is own fake, fhe 
preferred his glory, reputation, and intereft, before 
her own. I know my uncle, faid fhe, will never be 
pacified with any thing we can do, and what honour 
fhall I get by being your wife, when at the fame time 
I certainly ruin your reputation.I What curfe may I 
notjuftly fear, fhould I rob the world of fo eminent a 
perfon as you are P What an injury fhall I do the" 
thurc.h? how much ilia\} I difoblige the learned? and 
what a fhame and difparagement will it be to you, 
whom Nature has fitted for the public good, to de­
vote yourfelf entirely to a wife 1 Remember what St. 
Pal fays, Art tho• loofla'fro111 a wift? j,1l not a wife. 
If neither this great man, not the fathers of the 
church, Cal\make you change your refolution, confider 
at leaft what your philofophers fay of it. Socrates has 
proved, by many arguments, that a wife man ought 
not to marry. Tully put away his wife Terentia; 
and when Hircius offered him his fifler in marriage, 
he toldhim,_hedefired to be excufed, becaufe he could 
never bring himfelf to divide his thoughts between his 
hooks and his wife. In fhort, faid fhe, how can the 
ftady of divinity ·and philofophy comport with the 
cries of children, the fonga of nurfes, and all the hur- · 
ry of a family 1 What an od~ fight will it be to fee 
maids and fcholars, delk, and cradles, books and dif­
taffs, pens aad fpindles, one among another? Thole 
who are rich are never difturbed with the care and 
charges of houfekeeping; but with you fcholan it is 
far otherwife •. He that will get an eflate mull: mind 
the affairs of tac world, and confeq uently is taken off 

• " Ileloilla dehortabat me a nuptii!. Nnptbe, non 
"coDveJJiUDt cum pbiloru.,tna1 u, .. , Opcr. Abet.\' 1.4: . 
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from the ftudy of divinity a~d philofophy. Obferve 
the conduaofthe wife Pagans in this point, whopre­
ferred a fingle life before marriage, and be alhamed 
that you cannot. come up to them, Be more careful 
to maintai'n the charaaer and dignity of a philofopher, 
Don't you know, that tbere is no aaion of life which 
draws after it fo.fure and lont a repentance, and to fo 
little purpofe? You fancy to yourfelf the enjoy.ments 
you {hall have in being hound to me by a bond 
which nothing but death can break : but know there 
is no fuch thing a_s fweet chains ; and there is a thou­
fand times niore gloty, honour, and pleafure, in keep­
ing firm to an union which love alone has eftablilhed, 
which is fupported by mutual efteem and merit, and 
which owes JU continuance to nothing but the fatis-: 
faaion of feeing eacli other free. Shall the laws and 
c&tftoms which the grofs and carnal world has invented 
hold us together more furely than the l!onds of mutual 
a&"caion i Take niy \vo"rd for it, you'll fee me too of.: 
ten when you fe~ me ev'ry_ day: you'll have no value 
for my love nor favours when they are due to you, and 
coft you no .care. Perhaps you don't think of all thi~ 
at frefent ; but you'll think of nothing elfe when it 
wil be too late. I don't take notice what the world 
will fay, to fee a mari in your circ.umftances get him a 
wife, and fo throw away your reputation,. your fortune 
and your quiet, In lhort, continued the, the quality 
of miftrefs is a hW1dred times more pleafing to me 
than that of a wife. Cufiotn indeed, has given a <tig­
nity to this latter name, and we are impofed 11· < 
by it; but Heaven· is my witnefs, I had .-~ • '· 
.Ah,lard's mifirefs than lawful wife to thr .,,,,/ . , 
the whole world. I am very fare I ilia!. ..,._,. 1 • pre­
fer your advantage and fatisfaaion befu,..: my own 
. hon~ur, and all the reputation, wealth, and enjoy­
ments, which the nioft lplendid marriage could bring 
me. Thus Heloi.fe argued, and added a great manv 
more reafons, which .I. forbear to tehte, \1:.\\. \. ~111--.\~ 
tire my ri:ad,:r, It is enough for 'n~m \Q ~~~~, '-\\~,;. 

D ~~1-: ·, 
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they are chiefly groundr.' upon her preference of love 
io marriage, and liberty so necefiity. 

We might therefore fuppofe that Heloifi was afraid 
left marriage fhould prove the. tomb of love. The 
Count de Buffi, who pa1fes for the tranflator of fome 
of her Lm,rs, makes this to be her meaning, though 
cloathed in delicate language. But if we examine 
thofe which ihe writ to A/J,lard after their fepararion, 
and the ell:preftiODs lhe 11fe1 to put him in mind, tliat 
he was indebted for the paffion fhe had for him to no- . 
thing but love itfelf, we mult a:llow that fhe had more 
refieed notions, and that never woman was fo difinte­
iefted. She loved .A/J,l11rJ 'tis trne; i:Juc fhe declared 
it was not his fe:i that fhe moll: valued in him, 

Some authors·• are of opinion, that it was not all. 
excefs of love which made .A/J,larJ· prefs H,loifi to 
inarriage, but only to quiet his confcience: but how 
can any one tell his reafoni for marriage better than he 
himfelfl Others fay t, that if H,l,ifi did really op• 
pofe .,f/,1/ard's defign of marrying her fo earnell:ly, it 
was not becaufe fhe thought better of concubinage 
than a married life, but becaufe her affeaion and ref­
pea for her lover leading her to feek his honour and . 
advantage in all things, fhe was afraid that by marry­
ing him fue ilould ftanEl between him and a bifuop­
rick, which his wit and learning well deferved. But 
ihere is no fach thing in her Letttrs, nor in the long 
account which AhelarJ has left us of the arguments 
which his miftrefs ufed to difi"uade him from marriage. 
Thefe are the faults of many authors, who put Cuch 
words in the mouths of perfons as are moll: conform~ 
able to their own idea,. It is often more advantageous, 
that a woman fhould leave her lover free for church 
dignities, than render him incapable of tltem by mar­
riage: b11t is it jull: therefore to fuppofe that H1loifi 
had any fuch motives? There is indeed a known ftory 

• D'flionnaire de Moreri 
t Ftlll, d'AJDboifc, 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



AB£1.A,tl.D '"'' H1L0111. ., 

~ a man that was pofi"efi"ed of a prebead, and quittecJ 
it for a wife. The day after the wedding, he faid t() 

)lis ~ride, My dear, confider how paffionately ~ love4 
you, fincc I loft my preferment to marry you. Yoq. 
have tlone a very foohfl,t ,thing, faid 1he ; · yolJ migh~ 
Ja&ve k~p_t that, and have ~ad me notwithftanding. 

B._t to return to our lovers. A modern autlior, who f.'. 
:well underftood human nature, has affirmed, " 'fha~ 
"'women by the favour's they grant to men, g1"9w rhe 
"loader of tlaem; but, on the contrary, the 111e~ 
~• grow more indiff'eren~ •." This is not always true, 
,41,.,ltwJ was not the l~fs enamoured with H1/oift after 
jhe had giv:en hi~ the 11tmoft proofs of Ii.er love ; aad 
their familiarity was {o far from Jtaving abated his 
llame, tkat it feems all .the eloquence of f{eloift could 
not· perf•~de A61l•rtf that he wronged himfelf i1', 
thinking to marry her. He admired the wit, the 
paflion, and the ingenuity of his mi!lrefs, but in thefe 
things he did not come fhort of her. He knew fo 
well how to reprefent to her the neceffity of marriage, 
the difcourfe which he had about it with Fulbert, his 
rage if they declined it, ~Rd how dangerous it might 
be to both of them, that at laft fue confented to do 
whatever he pleafcd: but ftPl with an inconceivable 
rcluc\ance, which fuowed that fhe yielded for no other 
reafon but the fear qf difobliging him • 

.Al,e/arJ was willing to be near his mHlrefs tiil fue 
was brought ~o bed,. whic4 in a 1hort time file was of 
a boy. As foon as Heloift was fit to go abroad, 4he­
lart/ carried her to Paris, where they were married in 
the moft priv~te manner ~hat could be, haring nQ 
other company but Fulbert, and two or three particu­
lar friends. However, the wedding quickly came to 
be known. The news of it was already whifpered 
~bout; people foon began to talk of it more openly, 
·,ill at Jaft they i;nentioned it to the married pair; 

• M. ,de la Bruyere • 
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Fulbert who was lefs concerned t0 keep his word than 
to cover the reproach of his family, took care to 
fpread it abroad. Bur Heloift, who loved .Ahelard a 
ihoufand times better than fue did herfelf, and always 
valued her dear Doclor's honour above her own, deni­
~d it with the mofi: folemn protefi:ations, and did all 
fhe couid to make the world believe her •. She con .. 
,fiantly affirmed,· rhat the reports of it were mere flan­
ders; that ,4/;e/ard never propofeq any fuclt thing; 
and if he had, {he would never have confented to it. 
In fuort, {he denied it fo confi:antly, and with fuch 
ear!leftnefs, that fue was generally believed. ' Many 
people thought, and boldly affirmed, taat the Doc­
tor's enemies had fpread this llory on purpofe to leC­
fen his charaaer. Tbis report came to Fulbert'a ears, 
who, knowing that Heloift was the fole author of it~ 
fell into fo outrageous a paffion at her, that after a 
thl'ufand reproaches and menaces, he procceled to 
ufe her barbaroufly. But .A/,e/11rd, w~o loved her·ne­
ver the worfe for being his wife, could not fee this ma:.. 
ny days with patience. · He refolved therefore to or­
der matters fo as to deliver her from this 11:ate of per­
fecution. To this purpofe they confulted together 
what courfe was ro be taken ; and agreed, that for 
fettingthem both free, her from the power and ill-hu­
mour of her uncle, and him from the perfecuting re­
ports which went about of him, Hdoift fuould retire 
1nto a convent, where file fuould take the habit of a 
nun, all but the veil, that fo file might eafily come 
out again, when they fuould have a more favourable: 
opportunity. This deftgn was propofed, approved~ 
and executed, almoft at the fame time. By this means 
they efFeflually put a ftop to all reports about a mar­
riage. But the Canon was too dangerous. a perfon 
to be admitted to thh confultation ; he would never 
have agreed to 1heir propofal ; nor could he hear of it 
without the utmofi: rage. 'Twas the11 that he con­
ceived a new defire of revenge, which he purfaed till 
)1e had executed it in the moll cruel manner imagina­
. . . . : \:i\"· 
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ble. This retreat of Heloift gave him the more fenli­
ble aftliaion, becaufe fhe was fo far from covering 
her own reputation, that Jhe completed his fhame. 
He confidered-it as Ahelard's contrivance, and a frefll 
inllance of his perfidiou, dealing towards him. And 
this refleflion put him upon lludying how to be re­
venged on them both at one llroke; which, aiming at 
the root of the mifchief, Jhould forever difable them 
from offending again. 
· While this plot was in agitation, the lovers, who 
were not apt to trouble their heads about what might 
hlppen, fpent their time in the moll agreeable man­
p . r that could be. Ahelard could not live long with-
out a fight of his dear wife. He made her f~qucnt ·;---. 
vifits in the convent of Argenteuil, to which Jhe wa. 
retired • . The nuns of this abbey enjoyed a very free 
kind of liie: the grateJ and parlours were open enough. J 
As for Heloift, fhe had fuch excellent qualifications as / 
made the good filler~ very fond of her, and extremely .-~ 
pleafed that they had fuch an amiable companion. _> 
And as they were not ignorant what reports tilere 
were abroad, that lhe was married to the famous Ahe-· 
iari, (thoagh fhe denied it to the Jail,) the moll dif­
cerning among them, obferving the frequent vifits of 
the Dotlor, eafily imagined that lhe had reafons for 
keeping herfelf private, aqd fo they took her cafe into 
con11dera1io~, .and expreffed a wonderful compaflioa 
for her misfortunes. 

Some of them, whom H,loift loved above the reft:, 
and in whom fhe put great confidence, were not a little 
aiding and affiil:ing in the private interviews which fhc 
had with Ah,lard, and in giying him opportunities to 
enter the convent. The amorous Do&r made the 
bell ufe of every thing. The habit which Heloift wore 
the place where he .was to fee her, the times.and fea­
fons proper for his vifit, the ftratagems which muft be 
iifed co facilitate his entrance, and carry him U'1dif­
covered to Hrloi/e's chamber, the difficulties they met 
!i~h, the reafo~s they had for not lcttini_ it~ V..\\~~~' 

i 
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who they were, and the fear they were in of being 
taken together ; all this gave their amoon an air of 
novelty, and added to their lawful embraces all the 
tafte of llolen delights. 

Thefe excefi"es had then their chatms, but in the 
end had fatal confequences. The furious Canon per-· 
fitlin' in his defigi1 of being revenged OR A/J,lartl, 
notw1thllanding his marriage with. his niece, found 
means to corrupt a domellic of the unfortunate Doc~ 
tor, who gave admittance into his mafter's chamber to 
(ome afl"affins hired by Fulbert, who fcized him in his 
fteeJI, and cruelly deprived him of his manhood, but 
not his life. The fervant and his accomplices fled 
for it. Th'e wretched A/J,lard raifed fuch terrible 
outcries, that the people in the houfe arid the neigh­
boors being alarmrd, haftened to him, and gave fuch 
fpeedy iffillance, that'he was foo oui: of a condition ot 
fearing death. · · · 

The news of this accident made great noife, 
and its fingularity raifed the curiofity· of abundance 
of perfons, who came the next day as in prece~on, to 
fee, to lament arid c:omfort him. His fcholars loudly 
bewailed his misfortune, and· the women ditlfogoilh­
cd themfelves upoR this occaiion by extraordinary 
mar!c~ of tendernefs. And 'tis probable among the 
great number of Jadie.s who pitied .A/J,larJ, there: 
were fome with whom he had been very intimate: for 
hit."pkilofoplty did not ma~e him fcrupulous enough 
to efteem every {mall infidelity a crime, when it did 
not leJfen his confiant love of H,l~ift. · 
. This aaion of Fulbert was too tragical to pafs un­
punilhed: the traiterous fervant and .. one of the afi"af-
1ins were feiz:ed and condemned to lofe their eyes, and 
to foffer what they had done to A/JelarJ. But Fulbert 
denying he had any !hare in the allion faved himfelf 
from the punilhment with the lofs only of his benefices. 
This fentence did not fatisfy Ah,larJ; he made his 
.complaint to no purpofe to the bilhop and canons ; 
.and ii he had made a remonftraACf at Rome, where 
. \i.~ 
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lac once had a defign of carrying the matter, 'tia pro-

. bable he would ·have had no better foccefs. It re­
quires too much money to gain a caufe there. One 
F•-'fius, prior of Deuil, and intimate friend of J!/,,. 
J.ri, wrote thus to him upon the occafion of his mis­
fortufte: ,·, If you appeal to the Pope without bringing 
'' an im:menfe fom of money, it will be ufelefs : no­
" thing call fatisfy the infinite avari,eand luxury of the 
". Romans. I queftion if you have enouih for tuch 
" an undertaking; and if you attempt it, nothing 
" will perhaps remain but the vexatioa of having 

. •• flang away {o much money. They who go to 
" Jlome without large fums to fquander away, will 
" return juft as they went, the expence of their jour­
" ney only excepted•." But fince I am upon Foul­
ques'• lett~rs which is too extraordinary to be pafi"ed 
over in filence, I fhall give the reader fome refleclions 
which may make him amends for the trouble of a new 
digreflion. · 

This friend of A/,1/ard lays before him many advan­
tages which might be <lrawn from his misfortune. 
He tells.~im his extraordinary talents, fubtilty, elo­
quence and learning had drawn fro~ all parts an in­
credible number of auditors, and fo filled him with 
uceflive vanity : he hinu gently at another thing, 
which contributed not a little towards making him 
ptoud, namely, that the women continually followed 

· him, and gloried in drawing him into their fnares. 
This misfortune, therefore, would cure him of his 

• pride, and free him from thofe fnares of women which 
had reduced him even to indigence, tho' his profef­
,on got him a large revenue; and now he woald ne­
ver impoverifh himfelf by his gallantries. 

H1l1ifi herfelf, in fome palfages of her letters, fays, 
taat there waa neither maid nor wife t, who in A61-

• This Letter is extant in Latin in Abelard's Works. 
t •• Q!!_ae coujugata, quae virgo non concupifcebat ~b­

u fentem, & nou exardefcebat in prefentcm ~ ~1a~ n~'\\:~, 
.. ,.~1 pn~r,oc~m fucmina gaudu, mt°l\ uo\\ \D."'i·\~~'1)11.\., 'It.\. 
~,t ! . . \~· 
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lard's abfence_ did not form defi$ns for him, and in hi~ 
J>refence was not inflamed with love : the queens 
themfelves, and ladies of the fid1: quality, envied the 
pleafure~ fue enjoyed with him. But we are not to 
take thefe wo:rds of H1/11ije in a llria fenfe; becaufe 
as {he loved .Abelard to madnefs, fo fue imagined every 
oile elfe did. Befides, that report, to be fure, bath 
added to the truth. It is D(!t at all probable that a 
man of .A/,1/aril's fenfe, and who according to all ap­
pearance paflionately loved his wife; lhould not be 
able to contain himfelf within fome bounds, but 
ihould fquander away all his money upon mifirefl"es, 

_ even to his not referving what was fufficient to pro-
vide for his neceffities. Foulques own,, that he fpeaks 
only upon hearfay, and in that, no doubt, envy, and 
jealoufy had their part. · 

Foulques tells him belides, that the amputation of 
a t>art of his body, of which he made foch ill ufe; 
would fupprefs at the fame time a great many trouble.­
fopie paffions, and procu·re him liberty of reBetling on 
himfelf, inftead of being h_urried to and fro by his 
paflions.: his meditations would be no moie interrup­
ted by the emotions of• the flefu, and therefore he 
would be more fuccefsful in difcovering the fecrets of 
Nature. He reckons it as a great advantage to him, 
that he would no more be the terror of hufbands, and 
might now lodge any wh:ere witliout being fufpetl.ed,. 
And forgets not to acquaint him, that he might con­
verfe with the findl: women without any fear of thofe 
temptations which fometi'mes overpower even age it­
fclf upon the fight of fuch objetl.s. And, lallly, ·he 
would have the happinefs of being exempt from the 
illufions of ffeep ; which exemption, according to him 
is a peculiar bleffing. 

It was with reafon that Foulques reckons all thefe 
as advantages very extraordinary in the life of an ec­
clefiafiick. It is eafy to obferve, that, to a perfon who' 
.Jevotes himfelf to continence, nothing can be more 

./Jappy than to be infen·fiblt to be1.ut1 a.\\a \1;1-.e ; fot _ 
. ~~ 
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they who cannot maintain their challity but by con­
tinual combats are very unhappy. The life of foch 

,perfons is uneafy, theirfl:~te alway~ doubtful. They 
but too much feel the trouole ofthe1r warfa•e; and 1f 
they come off' viaorious in an engagement, it is often 
with a great many wounds. Even foch of them as in 
a retired life are at the greatefl: difl:ance from temp• 
tations, by continually ftruggling with their inclina­
tions, fetting barriers againll: the irruptions of the llelh 1 

. are in a miferable condition. Their entrenchments 
are often forced, and their cortfcience filled with for­
row and anxiety, What prog~efs might one make in 
the ways ofvirtlle, who is not obliged 'to light art ene­
my for every foot of ground ? Had ,1/,elard's misfor-

· tune made him indeed fuch as Fou1q1Jes foppofcd, we_ 
fhould fee him in his Lttters exprt:fs his motives of 
comfort with a better grace. But though he now wa~ 
in a condition not able to fatisfy a paffion by which he 
had fulfered fo much, yet was he not ~il(enfi!Jle at the 
fight of thofe objeas which once gwe him fo much 
pleafure .. This difcourfe therefo,-t of Foulqucs, far 
from comforting Ahelard in hi~·aff11tl:ion, fee ms cap:i.1. 
bte of-producing the contrary efl'ea; and it is all:oni!h-

. ing if .Ahe/.ard did not take' it fo, an.-1 think he rather 

. infolted him, and confequently' refent it. 
As to dreams, St. Aullin informs us of the advan­

tage _Foulques tells his friend he had gained. ~t. 
A~ftin implores the grace of .G?d to deliver hi~ from 
thu fort of weaknefs, and fays, he gave confent to 
thofe thi11gs in his fieep which he fhould abominate 
awake, and laments exceedingly fo great a remaining 
weaknefs. · 

But let us go on with this charitable friend's let-
. ter; it bath too near a relation to this to le.ave ant 

part of it untQuched. Matrimonial fontl:ions ( conti­
nues Foulques) and the cares of a family, will not now 
hinder your application to pleafe God. And what a 
happinef; is it, not to be in a capacity pf finning? 
And then he brings the ,:xa.mp\es oi 'i>\, G~,¥,e"-, 'M,~ 

. . . i. ~\.\\.~'t 
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other martyrs, who rejoice now in heaven for their being 
tipon earth in the condition AIH/ardlaments; as if the 
impoffibility of committing a fin could fecure any one 
from defiring to do it. B11t one of the greatell: mo­
tives of comfort, and one upon which he infi{b the 
inoft is, becaufe his misfortune is irreparable. This 
is indeed true in faa, but the confeqllence of his rea­
foning is not fo certain I Affli8 not yo•rftlf. (fays he) 
J,ca"jt JUT tnisf1rt•nt i1 Dj f•iO a 11at11r1 al is 111'1/lr JO 

'/J, reJlliru. • 
It muft be owned, that the general topics of con(o­

fa:tion have two face,, and may therefore be confidered 
•cry differently, even fo as to feem arg11ments for for­
tow. As for inftance, one mi.gilt argue very juftly, 
that a mother fuould not yield too much ro grief upon 
the lofs of. a fon, beca11fe her tears. are 11navailable ; 

. and tho' fhe fhould kill herfelf wish {orrow, fhe cain nc­
ter, by thefe means, brhag her fon to life. Yet this 
tery thing; that all 1be can do is ufelefs, is the main 

•. occafion of her grief; ihe could bear it patiently• 
: could fhe any ways retrieve her lofs. When Solon • 
lamented the death of his fon, and Come friend, by 
way of comfort, told him his te~rs were in.li&niacant, 
'£/,at, fai4 he, is t/11 "'"J r1afo• rwhy I wttp. 

Bot Fcwques argaea much better afterwards; ie 
fays, .J&,Jard did not fufFer this in the commiBion of 
an ill aa, but fieepin1 peaceaJ:,ly in his bed ; that is;, 
he was not caiight in uy open faa, fuch has coll: 
others the like lofs. This is indeed a much better 
topic than the former, t~oug_h it tludl be al~owed that 
Al,elard had drawn thu mufortune on: )umfelf by 
a crime as bad aJ adultery ; yet the fault was over, 
and he had made all the reparation in his power, and 
when they maimed him . he thought no harm to any 

bodJi,Jard's fricnJ makes ufe likcwife of other confo­
k\ery reafcn;i_iD his Letter, and reprcfents co him, af. 

Die>&. Lien. 
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~- a very .moyiag m~er. tne part which the »i.lhop 
~d Cano11s, and all the ;Ecclefiafticks of Paris, too~ 
in hi• difgrace, and tile mourning there was among 
t~ inltabitants and efpeciallf the women, upon thit 
.occa6on. But, in. this article of confolation, how 
CQmcs it «, p~s that ))e makes no mention of Hel,ifi 1 
Thi, oygbt not to appefr ftrange: ~e was the moft 
jnjured, a!'d ~er~fore que(liqa1efs, h~r farrows wer« 
faJli,ciently k,~O\YR to him ; anc;I it wo~ld Q,C' no ne\yl 

• to tell the hujband that his wi~e was in the µtmofl: af. 
Jliclion for him. For as we o~ferv~d ~eforer t'1oµg1J, 
fftF was in a convent, file had not renounced her huf­
band, and thofe frequent vifits he made her W!lre no~ 
f,P.ent in readin1 homilie~. B11~ l~t us make an end 
ot oar refleclions on Foulque1'1 cµrio~s L~tter, ,foul­
quea, after advifing: 4/,tlard not to t~ink o.[ carryini; 
tlae matter J>cfore th~ Pope, i!y ail"urmg him thar ic 
ffi!Uired too great ex~n!=C= to o~tain any f:1tisfactio11 
at thaf ~ourt, cqnch1d~s 411_ with thi~ 1~11 motive of 
cqnij)J-.~ol), ~~at the 1mai10ed happrnefs ~e had loll: 
w.as alway~ acco!Ilpanied ~tth ab\lndan~e of vexation, 
bat if ~e. perfevered in h~s fpirit of refignation, he 
WJ>uld, WJthoat dou~t, at the laft day obtain that juf­
tice he' had now fai~ed o(. 'Tis great pity Y{e have 
not A6,IMll'/J anfwer to this delicate Letter, rhe mat­
ter then· wqq)cl look li~e on4: of Job.'s Pialogues witl\ 
hi• friendsi .tfl,e?aril would generally have enough tQ 
"ply, ~d Fo11lques woald often be bu,t a forry com­
forter. However, it is cenain this Letter was of fome 
weight with A~,1.,,1; for we ~nd aft,~rwards he ·neve~ 
thought of ma~ing a vQy~ge to Romer. ~efolved t~ 
b.ear his cala!}lity patiently, he left to G.od the 
aven&ing ot -t~e cruel a~d ~amcful abu{e he had 
fuffered . 
. But let us return tp Heloiji. 'Tis · rrobable he.r 

friends of the convent of Ar~nteuil concealed fo hea­
vy a misfortune from her for fome time; but at l:i1l: 
ihe heard the fatal news. Thoug'h the rage and °fury 
Qf her u11clc shreatened her loni fmtc \~\\\\. fom~ ~\lo-. 

~ 2 ~~'l\\-:.'\\, 
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nilhment, yet could lhe never fofpetl any thing of · 
this nat11re. It will be faying too little to tell the · 
reader lhe felt all the lhame and farrow that is poffible. 
She only can exprefs thofe violent emotions of her 
foul upon fo fevere an occafion. 

In all probkbility this misfortune of Ahelard woulcl 
have been a thorough cure of Iler paffion, if we might 
arg11e from like cates: but there is no rule fo general 

. as not to admit of fome exceptions ; and H,loiji's love 
upon this fevere tl'ial proved like ~een Stratonice's. 
who was not lefa pallionate for her favourite Comba­
bus, when lhe difcovered his impotence, than lhe had 
been before. 

Shame and farrow hall not lefs feized Ahtlard than 
lltloift, nor dared he ever appear in the world ; fo 
that he refolved, immediately upon ltis cure, to banilh 
hirnfelf from the fight of men, a11d hide himfelf in 
the darknefs of a mona!Hck life avoiding all converfa­
tion with any kind of perfons ~xcepting his dear 11,­
loife, by whofe company he endeavoured to comfort 
himfelf. But lhe at lail: refolved to follow his exam­
ple, and continue forever in the convent of Argen­
teuil where lhe was.· .tfh,lard himfelf confefi'es, that 
flume rather than devotion had made him take the 
habit of a monk; and that it was jealoufy more than 
lnve whkh engaged him to perfuade Heloift to b~ pro­
tdfod before he had made .his vow. The· Lttt,rs which 

• .follow this hiilory will infirm us af,er what manner 
and with what refolution th"Y feparated. Heloif, in the 
twf'nty-fecond y~ar of her age generoully quitted the 

w::dd, and renounced all thole pleafures lhe might 
reafondb:y have promifed herfelf, to facrifice herfclf 
entirely to the fidelity and oQedience fi\e owed her 
hulband, and to procure him that eafe of mind which 
·hi: faid he could no otherwife hope for. 

Tin>e makin;,.Al,r/ard's misfortune familiar to him, 
be now ent~rtained :houghts of ambition, and of lup­
p,mmg the reputation he had gained of the moft leam­

pd m;;z/l cf the age. He bega.n wi\h 1:.x1\1.\\\\ui th.e 
At\t. 
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!f lls if the Apo)les to the monks of the monallery of 
St. JJmnis,. to which he had retired ; but the diford- · 
ers of the abbey, and debauchees of the Abbet, which 
equally with his dignity, were fuperior to thofe of 
the fimple monks, quickly dro\'e him hence. He had 
made himfelf uneafy to them by cenforin~ their irre­
gularity. They were glad to part with him, and he 
10 leave them. 

As foon as he had obtained leave of the Abbot, he 
retired to Thin baud iR Champaign, where he fet up 
;i .fchool, perfuading 'llimfdf that his reputation 
would bring him a great number of fcholars. And 
ihdeed they Rocked to him, not only from the moil 
diftant provinces of Prance, but alfo from Rome, Spain, 
England, and Germany, in fuch number, that ihe 
towns could not provide accommodation, nor the 
country provifions, enough for them•, But AlitlArtl 
did net forefee, that this foccefs and repotation would 
at the fame time occafion him new troubles. He had 
paadc! himfelf two confidcrable enemies at Laon, Al­
bcric of Rheims, and Lotulf of Lombardy, who, as 

. foon as they perceived how prejudicial his reputation 
wu to their fcbools, fought all occaftons to ruin him ; 
and thought they i.ad a lucky handle to do fo from a 
book of his, intituled, 'Th, Myjltr:, of tht f/'rinir.,. 
This they pretended was heretical, and through the 

. Archbilhop's means they procured a council at Soifi'ona 
in the year 1121 ; and without fuffering .Al,elard tQ. 
make any defence, ordered his book to be burnt by 
his own hands, and himfelf to be confined to the con­
vent of St. Medard. This fentence gave him fuch 
grief, that he fays himfelf, the unhappy fate of his 
writing touched him more fenfibly than the misfor­
ume he had fulfercd through Fulbert's means. Nor 

• "Ad qua& fduilas tanta fcholarlum multitudo confluxit 
" ut nee locus hutiiitiis, nee terra fufliccrct iili:ncm tis," 
f' .Abel. Op,,-, 11, 19, 
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· was it only his fatherly concern for hi, own prod11~ 

tions, but the indelible mark of herefy which by this 
means was fixed on him, which. fo exceedingly trou­
bled him. 

That the curious reader may have a complet«, 
knowledge of this matter, I !hall here give an account 
of that pretended ~erefy whicll w_as imputed to A/J,­
/ard. The occafion of his writing this book was, t\iat 
lais fc}wlan demanded • philofop~ical argumeats on 
that fubjea; often ~rging that it was iJJJpofilble tQ 
believe what was not underftood; tha~ it was to abufe 
the world, to prea_ch a docl-rine equally unintelligible 
to the fpeaker and auditor; and that it w45 for the. 
1,/ipti to l,at/ 1h1 /Jljnd. Thefe young men w~re cer­
tainly inclined to la/J1llinifm. A/J~lartl'• enemi~ 
ho~ev~ did npt accµ'e him of fall~ng into this, but 
another hercfy as bad, 'Tritbtif,q ; though indeed he 
was equally free from both : ,he explained the unity 
of the God}lead by comparifons cir.awn from humall 
tiling, but according to a paffagi:: of ~t. Bernard .t, 
011e of his greaJefi enemies, he feeme4 to hold, that 
no one ought to believe what he co11ld not give area..: 
fon for. However AlultJrd's tteatife upoa this fob~ 
Jed plea(ed every one except thofe of hu own·profel'.; 
fion, 'Vho, ltung with envy that he ~O\!ld find out ex~ 
plauations which they could not have thought of, 
raifed fuch I!, cry of herefy upon him, that he and fomc 
of his fcholars had like to liave been ftoned by the 

· mob l• By their powerful cabals they prevailed with 
Con&ij bitliop of Prenefie, the J>ope's legate, who wa~ 

• " Humanas & phik,fophicas rationes requirebant. & 
•• 1,lus quae inttLigi, quam quae did polfenter, dliagita:. 
•• bJnt. ,-1/Jtl Op. 

t B•riaroi Epift. 190. 
t " Jta me in ckru & popnlo d;Jfama\•erunt, ut pel'le 

•• ml' pup11lo11 p~uc,,1,1ue tJni ad~ eutra11t ex difcipu!is 
" n,,l:r:s p1 :ma Jie uult, i :1d1•e11111s lapioareut ; dict·ntcs 
'' me tll'S D<os p111edicare &. fciipl_Hle, lieut ipfis pei·-. 
" fu;,/it.n fu,:,a11r." .diJt:.'. 0 p~r. t>- :i.o·. · . 

~l".\\.Q.t\\,\ 
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p'rendent of the council, to condemn his book, pre; 
tending that .he afferted three Gods, which they miglif 
eaftly fuggeft, w.hen he was fulfared to make no de­
fe11ce. 'Tis certain he, was very orthodox in the doc­
trine of the Trinity ;' anci all this pr-ocefs againft hint 
wu only occafi_oned b1 th·e malice of his enemies. 
His logical comparifon (and logic was his mafterpiece) 
proved rather the three Divine Perfona One, than mul­
tiplied the Divine Nature into Three. Hi, ciliiipari­
fon is, that as the three propofitions • in a fyllogifm 
are but one truth, fo the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
are bat one Effence; and it it certain the inconve­
niences which may be drawn from this parallel are 
not more than what may be drawn from the compa­
rifon of t.he three dimenfions of folids, fo much infift­
'cd on by the famous orthodox mathematician Dr. 
Wallis of England. But great numbers of pious and 
learned divines, who have not been over-fubtile in pa'• 
litics, have been perfecuted and condemn~d as well 
a, .A61/ari by the ignorance and malice of their bre .. 
thren. 

A little after hi, condemnation, Al,e/ard was order­
ed to return to St. Dennis. The liberty he had .ta­
ken to·cenfure the vicious lives of the monk_s had raif­
ed him a great many enemies. Amongll thefe was 
St. Bernard, not upon the fame motives as thofe monks, 
but becaufe A61/ard's great wit; joined with fo loofe 
and fenfual a life, gave him jealoufy, who thought it 
impoffible the heart 1ho11ld be defiled without the 
head being likewife tainted. 

Scarce had he returned co St. Dennis, when one 
day he dropped fome wards, intimating he did not be­
lieve that the St. Dennis their patron was the Areopa­
gite mentioned in fhe Scripture, there being no proba-

• '' Sicnt tadem oratio ert, prorlllfitio, affi,rnptio & con• 
" clufio, ita t'adem Effentia elt Patrr, Filius, und Spiri• 
•• tus Sanctu's." Ibid, 
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bility tba.t he ever was in France. This w:is imme­
diately carried to the Abbot, who was foll of joy; 
that he had now a handle to heighten the accufations 
of herefy again!l: him withfome c_rime againll the !late i 
• method frequently ufed by thts fort of gentlemen to 
make fore their revenge. Jn thofe times, too, the 
contradiaing toe notions of the monks was enough to 
prove a man an athei!l:, heretic, rebel, or arty thing; 
learnina fignified nothing. If any one of a clearer 
bead and larger capacity had the misfortu1,e to be fuf­
pelled of novelty, there was no way to avoiu the gene­
ral pcrfecution of the monks but voluntarily banilh­
ing himfclf. The Abbot immediately atl'cmbled all 
the houfe, and declared he would deliver up to the 
fecular power a . perfon who had dared to rellea llpon 
the honour of the kingdom and of the crow I'!.. Ah,lard 
nry rightly judging that fuch threatenings were not 
to be defpifed, fled by night to Champaign, to a cloy~ 
fier of the monks of Troie,1, and there patiently wait­
ed till the ftorm lhould be over. . After the deatl'I. of 
thi, Abbot, which, very luckily for him happened 
foon after his flight, he obtained leave to live where 
he pleafed, though it was not without uling foine cun­
ning. He knew the monks of fo rich a houfe had 

. fallen into great exceffe~, and were very o~noxious to 
the court, who would not fail to make their profit of 
it; he therefore procured it lhould be reprefented to 
hit council as very difadvantageous to his M.ijefty's 
intereft, that a perfon who was continually cenfurini 
the lives of his brethren !bouldcontinue any longer with 
them. · This was immediately underllood, and orders 
given to fome great men at court to demand of the A b­
bot and monks why they kept a perfon in their houfe 
w}iofe conduct wa~ fo difagreeable to them; and, far 
from being an ornament to the focicty, was a conti­
nual vexation, by publilhing their faults? This being 
very opportunely moved to the new Abbot. he g:1Ve 
.A61lard leave to retire to what cll~ift~r he plea fed. 

Ab,\cml 
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.J~lari, who indeed lud aH the qualities whi:cb. 

make a great man, coald not ltowever bear, without 
repining, tlte nulllerous misfortunes wirli whiclt he 
faw himfelf embarrafi"ed, and had frequent thougbts· 
of publillling a manifefio to j11ftify himfelf from the 
fcaadalo11S illlf>utations his-enemies had bid upon him. 
attd to undeceive thofe whom their malice had preju­
diced againft him. But upon cooler thought he de­
termined, th-at i.t was bette1" to fay nothing; and to 
fhew them by kis ftleA<:e how umvorthy he thought 
them ef hit a11ger, Thus being rather enraged than 
troubled at tae injuries he had fulrered, he :r,efolved 
to fouad a new fociety, confill:ing chiefly of monks,. 
To this purpofe he chafe a folitude in the diocef:: of 
Troies, and upon fome ground which was given by 
permiioon of the Biflwp, lte built a little houf~ and a 
chapel, wbteh he dedicated to the moll: Holy Trinity. 

Men of learning were then li:arce, and the de-fire of 
fcience was beginning to fpread itfelf. Out exile was 
iaquiroo after and found ; fcholars crowded to him 
from all parts: they built little huts. and were very 
liberal to their mailer for his lecl:ures ; content to live 
on herbs, and roots, and water, that they might have 
the advantage of learning from foextraordinary a man; 
and with. great !leal they enlarged the chapel build­
ing that and tncir profei"or's houfe with wood and. 
ione. . Ufoa this octafton .4/nllll'J, to continue the memo­
ry o the comfort he had received in this defart, dedi­
cated his new built chapel to the Holy Ghoft, by the 
name of tile Paracltte, or Comforter. The envy of 
Alberic and Lotulf, which had long fince perfecuted 
him, was 1.1:rangely revived, upon feeing fo many fcho­
lars Hock to him from all parts, notwithllanding the. . 
inconvenience of the place, aRd in contempt of the 
mailers who might fo commodioully be found in the 
to\vns and cities. 

They now more than ever fought occafio\\ to \.~~\l.­

bJ~ him; the name of Para,letc foml.\b.cl\ \\\tm. '+1\'-"-
1'' (.)~, 

.] 
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Qlle, They gave oat that this novelty was a corife­
flUence of his former herefy, and that it was AO more 
lawful •to dedicate churches to the Holy Ghoft th.an to 
God the Father: that this title was a fubtile art ofin­
iilling that poifon whicil he durft not fpread openly. 
a,id a confequence of his heretical dochine which had 
been condemned already by a cooncil. This report 
railed a great clamoar among numbers of people, 

· whom his enemies employed on all fides. B11t the 
perfecution grew more terrible when St. Bernard and 
St. Norbet declared againft him ; cwo great zealots. 
Jired with- the -fpirit of Reformation, and who decla­
red themfelves refl:oren of the primitive difcipline,. 
and had womlerfully gained upon the afreaions of 
the populace. They fpread fuch fcal)dal againll him 
that they prejudiced his principal friends, and forced. 
thofe who llill loved him not to fhew it any ways; and 
bpon thefe accounts made his life fo bitter to him that 
lt~ was upo~ the point ofleaving_Chrilrlendo_m •. ~ut 
lus uDhappmefs wo11ld not let him do a thing which 
might have procur'd his eafe ; but made him frill 
continue with Chrillians, and with monks (as himfelf 

· cxpref'es it) worfe than Heathens f. · 
The Duke of Britany, infgrmed of hi1 misfortunes, 

&nd of the barbarity of hi1-enemies, nagied him to the 
al,bey of St. Gildas, in ,he diocefe of Vannes, at the 
defire of the monks who had already ele&ed him for 
their fuperior. Here he thought he had found a re­
fuge from the rage of his enemies, but in reality he 
had only ch~nged one trouble for another. The pro-
11igate lives of che monks, and the arbitrarinefs of a 

• · .. Saepe autem (Deus fcit) in tantam lapfus fum·def­
u peratiouem ut Chl'iltianorum finibtu excdlis, 11d Gemes 
"' tranfire difponerem, atque ibi quiete fnb quac:unque 
u · tributi pactione inter inimi,oa Cbrilli c:hrifliane vivere." 
.dlH!t Op. p. 32, 

t " Incedi in Chrllliano1 atiue monacho1 Gentibu, r JOD6e titviottl lt'IUC \Jf}O'l'CI, · Ac( Oe, ~• io, · 

"\\\~ 
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J(ll'd, who had deprived them of the greater part ol 
their reveaues, fo that they were obliged to maintain. 
their miftreJfes and childr.en at their oivµ private ex­
pencc, occiif10neclhim _a thoufand vexations and dan­
gers. They feveral times endeavoured to poifoR hira 
in his ordinary diet, but proving unfuccefsfol that way. 
they tried to do it in the holy facrament. Excnmmu­
ni.cations, with which he threatened the moll: muti­
nous, did not ahate the diforder. lie now feared the 
poniard more than poifon, and compared hi11 cafe to 
his whom thi tyrant of Saracufe .caufed to he feated at 
his table, with a fwo,d hanging over him, faft.ei,ed on .. 
Jy by a thread. 

Whilft Abelard thui fulFered in his abhey by -his 
monks, the nuns of Argenteuil, of whom Heloift was 
priorefs, grew fo licentious, that Stigger, abbot of 
J)ennis, taking advantage of their irreguluities, got 
pofi"effion of their monallery. He fent t~e original 
writings to Rome ; and having obtained the anfwer 
he deC,red, he expelled the nuns, and ellabli{hod ill 
tbeir place monks of his order. 

Som~ c.enforious people upon reading this pafi'age, 
will be apt to entertain ftrong fufpicions of Heloift, 
and judge it probable that a governor does not behave 
well when difi'olutenefs is known to reign in the fo. 
ciety. I have never read that lhe was included by 
name in the gen~ral fcandal of the fociety, and there:~ 
fore am cautious not 10 bring any accufations againlt 
her. Our Saviour fays, No 1n1 hatb. c1,nde111n~ri 1h11. 
seither do I co•t/emn the,; 

Htloift, at her departure from theconve{lt of Argen­
teuil, applied to her hufband; who by permillion of 
the Bifuop Troies, gave her the hou(e and chapel of 
the Paracl,zt, with its appendages ; and placing ther• 
fome nuns, founded a nunnery. Pope Innocent JI. 
confirmed this donation in the year 1131. This is the 
origin of the abbey of the P11raclete, of which Hcloif, 
was the firft abbefs. Whatever her co_nduct was a­
piong. the licentious npns of Argente11\\, \\·\-..~~\,i.'"' 

· . Fz ~ 
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She lived fo regula.z: i,n, this her new and Iafl: retreatt 
a.nd behaved nerfelf with that prudence, zeal, and 
piety, that fue won the hearts, of all the world, and in 
a fmall time had abundance of donatione, Al,e/ar• 
himfelf fays lhe had more in OH year than he could 
hqve expecle_d all his life, hall he lived there. The 
bifhops loved her as their child, the abbeffes as their 
filler, and the world as their mother. It muft be 
owned fome women have had wonderful talents for 
e,cciting Chriftian charity. The abbefi'es which fuc­
ceeded Heioij, have often been- of the greatell families 
in the kingdom. There is a lilt of them in the Notes 
of Andrew du Chene upon 4helar(i's works, from the 
time of the foundation in 11 30, to· 1 f\ •, ; but he has 
not thought fit to take notice of Jane Cabot, who dieit 
the 25th of June 1593, and profeffed the Proteftant 
religion, yet without marrying, or quitting her- habit, 

1 though ihewa~ d-riven from her abbey. 
After .Ahelardhad fettled H1/oiji here, he made fre­

quent journies from Britany to Champaign, to take 
care of the intereft of this rjfing houfe, and to eafe 
himfelf from the vexations of his own abbey. .Bat 
!lander fo perpetually followed- this unhappy man, 
that though kis prefent conditwn was univerfally 
known, he was re.proach1d with ~ remaining vohtp­
·tuous paffion for ais, former millrefs. lle complains 
pf his hard ufage in one of his Lttttrs; but comforts 
himfelf by the example of St. Jerom, whofi: friend/hip 
with Paula occafaoned fcandal too ; ~nd thefore· he en­
tirely confuted this calumny, by remarking that even 
the moftjealous commit their wives to the cufu)dy Q( 
eunuchs. 

The thing which gives the greateG handle to fufpea · 
lf1loift's prudence, and that .Al,e/ard did not think 
himfelf fafe with her, is his making a refolution to 
{eparate himfelf forever from her. During his being 
employed in eftabliJhing this new nunnery, and in or­
dering their alf.iirs, as wt:11 temporal as fpiritual, he 

,ras dili1ent in perfuading Iler, by freq_uent and pious 
a,Q.\t\,l;)\\).\\~\\\ ... 
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admonitions, to foch a feparation; and infiiled, that 
in order to meke thefr retirement and penitence more 
pro6-table, it was abfofotefy necelrary they fhould fe­
rio11fly endeavour t& fot'get ea<:h other, and for the fo ... 
iure think on nothing but God. When he had given­
her diretlions for her own condua, and rules for the 
management of the nuns, he took his !all: leave of her 
and returned to his abbey in Britany where he conti­
mied a long rime witho11t her hearing any mention of 
him. 

By chance, a letter he wrote to ons of his friends, 
to comfurt him under fome difgrace, wherein he had 
given him a long acco11nt of all the perfecutions he 
himfelf had fuffered, fell into H,loift's hanu. Sho 
Jtnew b)I the fuperfcription from whom it came, and 
her cu'riofity made her open it. The reading: the par-­
ticuJ.ars of a ftory fhe was fo much concerned in re. 
newed all her paliion, and fue hence took an occafion 
to write to him, complaining of his long filence • 
.Ab,larti could not forbear afwering her, This occa­
fioned the feveral L1tt1rs between them which follow 
this Hiftory ; aad in thek we may obferve how high a· 
woman is capable of railing the fentimcnts of her heart 
when poll$:1fed of a great deal of wit and learnil\g, aa 
well as a moft violent love. 

I fual-l not tire the reader with any farther reflec­
tions on the Letters of thofe two lovers, but leave 
them entirely to his own jodg111ent; only remarking, 
that he ought not to be furprifed to find H,loift's mOf'e 
tender, paffionate, and expreffive, than thole of.,,#;,. 
lard. She was younger and confequewtly more ardent 
than he. The fad condition he was in had not 'alter­
ed her love. Befides, fhe retired only in complaifanc~ 
tQ a. man file blindly yiel<h:d to ; and refolving to 
preferve her fidelity inviolable, lbs llrove to conquer 
her defires, and make a virt11e of neceffity. But the 
weaknefs of her fex continually returned, and {he felt 
the furce of love in fpite of all refill:ance. lt was not 
ihe fame wit.ll Ji/11/artl-; for tho\\ib, it ~-a.-. -a. w.~~ 

\.~ 
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to think, that by not being in a condition of (atisfy- . 
i11g his paffion, he was as Heloij, imagined, wholly de-r 
livered from the thorn of fenfaality; yet he was truly 
forry for the diforders of his paft life, he was fincere­
ly p.enitent, and therefore his Letters are lefs violen~ 
and paltionate than thofe of Heloift. -

· About ten years after 4/,e/ar{/ had retire!! to his 
· abbey, where ftudy was his J:hief bufinefs, his ene-

mies, who h~d refolv,:d to p~r{ecute him to the laft, 
were careful not to let him enjoy the eafe of retire­
ment. They thought he was not fufijciently plagued 
with his monks, and therefore brought a new procefs 
af herefy again(!; him before the Archbilhop of Sens. 
He defired he might have the liberty of defending hia · 
doflrine before a public a1fembly, and it was granted 
him. Upon this account the Council of Sens was af­
fembled, in which Louis the VH, allitl:ed in perfon, in 

_ ✓ the year 11+0. St. Bernard was the accufer, and d~­
Jivered to the a1fembly fome propofitions .drawn fro~ 
J'l/,e/ard'a book, which were read in the Council. 
This accufation gave .Abelard fuch fear~, and was ma~ 
·naged with foch inveterate malice by his enemies, 
and with fuch great unfairnefs, in drawing confequen­
ccs he. never thougla of, that, imagining he had 
friends at Rome who would protea hisinnocence, he 
made an appeal to the Pope. The Council notwith­
ftanding his appeal, condemned his book, but did not 
meddle with his perfon ; and gave an account of the 
\Vhole proceeding to Pope Innocent II. praying him 
to confirm their fentence. St. Bernard had been fo 
early in prepo1feffing the Pontiff, that he got the fen­
tcnce confirmed before Ahelard heard any thing of it, 
or had any time to prefent himfelf before the tribunal 
to which he had appealed. · His Holinefs ordered be­
lides, that A/,elard's books ihould be burnt, him­
felf confined, an<l for ever prohibited from teach-
ing. . -
. This patrage of St. Bernard's life i, not much for 

tAe AOJJOur of JJi-, memory ; and whether he took the. 
. \tl)\},~\~ 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



A.tt..<°R.D dnd H.1Lo1u. 11 
~uouble himfelf to extraa the conde~ned propofitiona 
from A&,lari's works, or intrufl:ed it to another hand. 
it is certain the paper he gave in contained many 
things which A&elard never wrote, and others which 
he did not mean in the fame (enfe imputed to 
him. · . 

When a few particular e:tpretltons are urged too 
rigidly, and untbought of confequences drawn from 
fome afi"ertions, and no regard is· had tQ. the general 
intent and fcope of an author, it is no difficult matter 
to ind errors in any book. For this reafon, Beranger 
of Poitiers, A6elartl's fcholar defended his mailer 
againfl: St. Bernard, telling him he ought not to per­
fecute others, whofe own writings-were not exemp~ 
from errors; demonftrating, 1,hat he himfelf had ad­
vanced a pofition which he would not have fai_led to 
have inferted in this extracl: as a monfirous do&rine. 
if he had found theni in the writings of A/Jelard. 

Some time after A6elard'a condemnation, the Pope 
was appeafed at the felicitation of the Abbot of Clug- · 
ni, who received this unfortunate gentleman into his 
monafl:ery with great humanity, reconciled him with 
St. Bernard, ud admitted him to be a, Religious of 
lais fociety. . 

This was .Al,e/ard's laft retirement, in which he· 
found all manner of kindnefs ; he read leclurea to the, 
monks, and was equally humble aad laborious. At 
laft 1rowing weak, and affiicled with a complicatioa 
of d1leafes, he was fent to the priory of St. Marcel up-• 
on the Saone, near Chalons, a very agreeable place,. 
where he died the zdl of April 1142, in the 63d year 
of his age. His corpfe was fent to the chapel of Pa­
ratl1tt, to Heloift, to be interred, according to her for­
mer re~eft of him, and to hi, own defire. The Ab­
bot of.C..:lugni, when he fent the body to Hel,ift, ac­
cording to the ~uftom of thofe times, fent with it an 
abfolution, to be fixed, together with his epitaph, on 
1-i, grave-ftone, whigi abfolution waa 1., {Q~~~~, ,. "\. 
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. " I Pete, Aabot .C Clapi, h:iving receiwtl F'a. 
" ther Ahtun-Jmw.tlte n.mbu of my Rcligioas, and 
" gi,ven lca'V'C teat ·his body be privately c-onvcyecl to 
.. the abbey of the P.,-ade1>1, to be difpofed of by Hi­
" t.iji, Abbcfs af the fame abbey ; de, by tbe.autho­
" rity of God and all the faints, abfolve the faid ,l/,e­
i• JarJ from all liti, ii-ns •. 

Heloift, wh<> f<1rvived him twenty years, hsd all the' 
leifu.-c tit at could be to elfed the cure of hct unhappy 
pdion. Alas! lhe waa very long about h ! Jhc pa4ied 
the ml of htr ii.&y1 like a religms and devout Aabefs1 
fr~-ucnt in prayers, a11d entirely employed in die re­
gulation of Iler focicty. She loYed ftlld y ; and being 
• milbefs of the lea.-acd languages, the Latin, G.redc, 
and Hebrew, ihe was ~cemecl a miracle of'le&rning• 

.,{l,elt,rJ, in a letter kc wrote to rite Religiow of tli1 
new houfe, fayse,rprefsly, that Heioiji udenl:ood dick 
three 11.Al,rU&ges. Tbe Abbot of Ciugni, 1ilce111ife, in 
a letter he wrote to her, cells her, the ~celled in 
leaming not ooly all her fex, but the greaa:il: part of 
men t, And ia the calendar of the houfc of the P11 .. 
;,"ute ihe is recorded in thefe words : llebiiji, llli,thw 

· ••' ftrft tJ,l,tfi ,f tbi, plact, :f•-111 for l,,r k•r11i•g· 
111ul r1ligio11, I muft not here pafs by a cuilom tbe 
Religio11s of th.« Pararlae :now have to commemorate 
bow leaf'aed their firQ: Abbefs was in the G~C'k, which 
is, that every yeu, on the day of Pentecoft. they 
perform divine fervicc in the Greek tongue. What a 
tidi~lous vanity! 

• " Ege Petrlfs Cfuai1ceP6s Abhas, 4111i Pet, Ab!lt'• 
·" lardur.i in monacum Cluuiac1mf<'ff1 re~epi, & corpna 

11 elns fu1 ti:11 dehtum Heloilfa abbatiffi,e & monial;bus 
" ifaracleti concefli, authorit:ne 0111:iiputcr.tis Oei & nm­
" nmm ftmct:ornm, abfolvo cum pro offidu ab onuiibus 
•• peccatis fuis," 

f" Studio t110 & mul,iere• emne1. evkitti, '& peue .i.-.. )~. 
"1tJJiver[v1 rupara.lli." A/Jel Op. . . 

'it-a.\\,\'!> 
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Francis d' Amboife tells ris how fubtilely one day 
fho fatislied St. Bernard, upon a1king her, why in her 
abbey, when they recited the Lord's Prayer, they did 
not fay, Give us this day our :pA1LY bread, bu·t Give 
•s this day our SuPl!RSUBSTANTIAL /Jread, by an ar­
gument drawn from the originals, affirming we ought 
to follow the Greek verfion of the gofpel of St. Mat­
thew wrote in Hebrew, Without doubt, it wa, not a 
Jittle fupprifing ,o St. Bernard, to hear a woman op­
pofe him in a contro,erfy, by citing a Gnd text: 
'Tis true, fome authors fay, Ah,lard made this anf­
wer to St. Bernard, after hearing from Ht/Qift that ob­
jeaions were made to ~hat form of prayer. However 
the cafe was, a woman with a fmall competency of 
]earning might in thofe time µafs for a miracle; and 
though fhe might not eq11a! thofe defcriptions whicl1 
have been given of her, yet fhe may defervedly be 
placed in the rank of women of the greatelt learning. 
Nor was file Jcfs remarkable for her piety, patience, 
and rdignationt during her fickneffes in the latter 
p.art of her life. She died the 1yth of May rr63. 
Tis faid 1hc de/ired to be buried in the fame tomb 

with her A/,el,mi, though th.lt probably was not exe­
cuted. J,'rancis d' Ambciifo fays, ha faw at the convent 
the tombs of the founder and foundre(s near together. 
However a manufcript of Tours gives us ~n acconnt_ 
of an extraordinary miracle which happened when 
A/Jela,rd's grave was opened for H,loift's body, namely 
that Alelard frretched out his arms to receive her, and 
embraced her clofel y, though there were twenty 
good years palfod fince he died. But that is a fmall 
matter to a writer of miracles. 

I fhall conclude this hifl:ory with an epitaph on· Ahe­
lard, which the Abbot of Clugni fent Heloije, and 
which is now to be read on his tomb ; it hath nothing 
in it delicate either for thought or language, and "ii I. 
fcarcely bear a tranllation. It is only added here for 
the fake of the curious, and as an inJtance of the i:c-

G ~~~~ 
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{pea paid to the memory of fo great a man, and one 
whom envy had loaded with the grcatcft defama­
tions. 

" p ET RU S in hac petra latitat, quern rr.u:ulus 
•• Homerum 

'' Clamabat, fed jam fidera fidus habent. 
11 Sol erat hie Gailis, fed eum jam fa1a tulerunt : 

" Ergo caret Regio Gallica fole fuo. 
" Ille fd~ns quid quid fuit ulli fcibile, vicit 

" Artifices, arte:i abfquc docente· ducens. 
" Undecimae Maij petrum ra1mere Calendae, 

'' Privantes Logices atria llege fuo. 
" Eft fatis, in tumn Jo Pttrm hie jacit Abaelardus-, 

" Cui foli patuit fcibile quid quid erat • 

.. · G Allornm Socrates, Plato maximus Hefperiarum 
" Noller Arilloteles, Logic is ( quicnmque fuerunt) . 
•~ Allt par aut melior ; lludiorum cognitus 01 bi 
" Princeps, ingeuio ,•arius, li1b1ilius & acer, 
" Omnia vi fuperans rationls & arte loquendi, 
"' Abaelardus erat, Seti mmc magis omni a vine it. 
" Cum Cluniacenfem monacum, moremque prufdfus, 
" Ad Chrilti veram tranfivit philofophiam, 
" In qua loni;aevae bene complens ul1i111a vitae, 
'' Philofi,pbis quandoque bonis fe co nnumerandum 
_,, Spem dedit, undenas Maio rcnovante Calenda~." 
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l, E T T E R s 
OF 

ABELARD and_ HELOISE. 

L E T T E R I. 

4 BEL ARD to PH I LI NCJ' US. 

It may be proper to acq11aint the reaclE'r, that the follow, 
ing Lette,· was writte11 by .Abelard tu a fi wncl, tu cum• 
fort him under fi,me affiicliuus which hau bdallen him, 
by a recital of his own filfferings, which had bC't'n mudt 
helvier. It contains a particubr ac,ounr of hia amour 
wilh Heloije, and the uuhappy conft>que11ces uf it. Thi~ 

,Letter was written feveral years after /lbel:lrd's fepa­
ution trum Heloij,. 

THE Jail: time we were together, Philintt11, yoii 
gave me a melancholy account of your misfortunes, 
1 was fenfibly touched with the relation, and, like a 
irue friend, bore a fhare in your griefs. What did I 
not fay to 11:op'your tears? I laid before you all the 
reafons Philofophy could forniih, which I thought 
might an'y ways foften the firokes of Fort•me: butall 
endea~ours have proved ufelefs : grief I perceive, hu 
wholly feized your fpirits: and your prudence, far 
from affilling, feems q11ite to have fotfak.en 'jC\l. ~\).\._ 

G z · w-1. 
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my fk.ilful friendfhip has found out an tx)?edknt to te­
lieve you. Attend to me a moment; hear but the 
ilOt"y of my misfortunes, and your's, Phili,ztus, wlll 
be nothing, if you compare th~m -with thofe of Ute 
loving and unhappy .AIJ1lard. Obferve, I befeech you, 
at what expence I endeavour to ferve you: and think 
this no fmall mark of my affection ; for lam going to 
p,refent you with the relation of fuch particulars, as 
it is impo!iihlc for me to recolletl witltout piercing my 
heart with the mofi fenfible affliction. 

You know the place where I was born; b·ut not per­
haps that I was born with ~hofe complexional faulta 
1,Vhich jhangers charge 11pon our nation, an extreme 
lightnefs of temper, anr.l great inconll:ancy. I frankly 
cwn it, and !hall be as free ~o acquaint you with thofe 
good qualities which were obferved in' me, I had a 
natural vivacity and aptnefs for all the polite arts. 
My father was • gentleman, and a ntan of good parts; 
he loved the wars, but differed in his fentimenta· from 
1nany who followed that profeffion. He thought it no 
praife to be illiterate, but in the camp he knew how 
to converfe a, the fame time with the Mufes an<l Bel-

- lona. He was the fame in the ttranaiement- of his fa­
mily, and took equal care to form his children to the 
ftudy of polite learning as to their military exercifes. 

_ As 1 was his eldeft, and confequently his favo11ri~e 
fon, he took more than ordi11ary care of my education. 
I had a natural genius to f'ludy, and made an extraor­
dinary progrefs in it. Smitten with the love of books. 

· and the praifos which on all fides were beftowed upon 
me, I afpired to .no reputation but what proceeded 

· ·' from learniJ!g. To my brothers I left the glory of battles. 
and the pomp of triumphs; nay more, I yielded them 
up my birthright and patrimony. I knew neceffity 
was the great fpur to ftudy, and was afraid. I fhoulcl 
riot meri~ the title of Learned, if I diftinguifhed my­
felf from others by nothing but a more pientifol for­
tune. Of all the fcierices, Logic was the moft to my 

,tail~. Such were the a.rms l CQO{c \O \ltQf<:{s, Fur-
.. - . - 'l\\\\\.~l. 
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aiilied with the weapons o( reaf6bin~. ·I · took p)ea­
fitre in going td. pablk -difputations to win trc>phies; 
and wheroer I lre1trd that this .art flo11tithed, I ra11ged 

'like another Ale:rander, from province to proYincc,, 
to fetk new ad-verfaf'ies, with who.In I might try my 
ftrength. . 

The ambit~on I had to become formidable in logic 
I1rd rne at Jail to Paris, the centre of politenefs, and 
where the fcience I ~as fo ·(mitten wtth had ufually 
been in the greateft perfetlion. I put myfelf under 
the-direfrian of one C/Ja,.pea11x a profelfor, who had 
acquired the chari1fler of the moll llr.ilfol phitofopher 
pi' hi1 age, by negative excelle11cies only, by being 
the leall ignorant. He received me with great demon­
ftrations of kindrrefs, but I was not fo happy as to 
pleafe him long: I was t-00 knowing in the fubjefls 
he difcourfed upon. I often confuted hia notions: 
often in our difputations I pulhed a good argumentfo 
heme, that all his fubtilty was not able to elude its 
force. It was impotiible he filould fee himfelf furpaf­
fed by his fcholar without refentment. It is fome­
times dangerous to have too much merit. 

Envy incr~afed againft me proportienably to my re. 
putation. My encmi~s ~adeavourerl '° intertupt my 
progrefs. but thei.r malice only provoked my cGurage; 
and meafuring my abilities by the jealoufy I had rai­
fed, I tho11ght I had 110 farther occaf10n for Cham. 
peaux's Jeaares, but rather that I was fufficiently 
qualified to read to others, I ftood for a place which 
was ncant at Melun. My maftcr ufed all his artifice 
to defeat sray ho1 es, but in nin; and on tltis occafion 
I triumphed over his cunning, aa btfore I had done 
mer his learning. My lelbues were always croudcd, 
and begin11ings fo fortunate, that I entirely obfcured 
tht renown of my famous mailer. Flufhed with the10 
happy conq ueil:s, I removed to Corbeil to attack the­
mail:ers the,~, and fo eftablifh my character of the a-· 
bleft Logiciin. the violence of traveJJing threw me 
jn~o a dugerous diftcmpcr, &ad. llO\ ~\t\'t ~~\t. \() ,tt.-

c.<::.,111:,'t 
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covFr my ftrength, my pRyfician, who perhaps were in 
a league with Champeaux, advifed me to retire to my 
native air. Thus I voluntarily banifued ·myfelf for 
fome years. I leave you to imagine whether my ab~nce 
was not regretted by the better fort. At length I re­
covered my health, when 1 received news that my 
greatcll: adverfary had taken the habit of a monk. 
You may think 4t was an ad of penitence for having 
perfecuted me; quite contrary, it was ambition; he 
rcfolved to raife himfelf to fome church-dignity there­
fore he fell into the beaten tra~, ;tnd took on him the 
garb of feigned aufterity ;- for this is the eafieft and 
a11d fuorteft way to the lrigheft ecclefia,iical dignities~ 
His willies were fuccefsful, and he obtained a bifhop­
rick: yet did he not quit Paris, and the care of th~ 
fchool~. He went to his dioce(e to gather in his re­
venues, but returned and palfed the reft of his time in 
reading leaures to thofe few pupils which followe<J. 
him. After this I often-engaged with :him, and may 
reply to you as Ajax did to th<; Greeks; 

" If you demand the fortune of that day, 
" When ftak'd on this right hand your honours lay-1 

, " If I die! not oblige the foe to yield, 
" Yet did f never bafely quit the field." 

Abou't this time my father Beranger, who to the age 
of fixty had lived very agreeably, retired from the wqrld _ 
and lhut :himfelf up in a cloifier, where he offered up 
to Heaven the languid remains of a life :he could make 
no farther ufe of. My mother, who was yet young, 
took the_ fame refolution. She turned a Religious, 
but did not entirely abandon the fatisfaaions of life. 
Her friends were continually at the .grate; and the 
monaftry, wheh one has an inclination to mak~ it fo, 
is exceeding charming and pleafant. I was prefent 
when my mother was profelfed. At my return I re­
folved to ftudy divinity, and inquired for a director in 

that iludx. !l was recommended to cne Jnfe/111, th!= 
'11<:.'t'f 
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very oracle of his time; but to give you my own opi• 
nion, one more venerable for ilis age and wrinkles than 
for his genius or learning. If you confolted him up• 
on any difficulty, the fore confeq11ence was to be much 
more nncertain in the point. Thofe who only fa,v 
him admired him, but thofe who reafoned with him 
were extremely diffatisfied. He was a great mailer of 
words, .and talked much, but meant nothing. His 
difcourfe was a fire, which, inftead of enlightening, 
obfcured every thing with its fmoke ; a tree beautifi­
ed with variety of leaves and branches, but barren. [ 
came to him with a defire to learn, but found him 
like the fig-tree in the Gofpel, or the old oak. to which 
Lucan compares Pompey. [ continued not long un­
derneatll his .fuadow. I took for my guides the pri­
mitive Fathers, and boldly launched into the ocean 
of the Holy Scriptures. In a fhort time I made foch 
a progrefs, that others chofe me for their director. 
The number of my fcholars were incredible, and the . 
grat11ities I received from them were anfwerable to 
the great reputation I had acquired. Now I found 
myfelf fafe in the harbour ; the florms were palfed, 
and the rage of my enemies hat.I fpent itfelf withaut 
effefl. Happy, had I known to make a right ufe of 
this calm ! But when the mind is rnoft eafy, it is 
moftexpofedto love, and even fecurity here is t.be rnott 
dangerous f\ate. 

And now, my friend, I am going to exp9fe to you 
all my weakJieffes. All men, I believe, are under a 
neceflity of paying tribute, at fome time or other, to 
Love, and it is vain to ftrive to avoid it. I was a 
philofopher, yet this tyrant of the mind triumphed 
over all my wifdom ; his darts were of greater force 
than :all my reafoning, and with a fweet conlhaint he 
led me whither he pleafed; Heaven, amidft an a­
bundance of bleflings with which I was intoxi~ared, 
threw in a heavy llffliclion. J became a moll fignal 
example of its vengeance ; and the mmc 'll't\\\a\l\l'i, 

:_~afi bniag deprived me of U\c m.cal.\, o\ a1:.1:.\:l~- _ 
... • 1r\\~\~'I, ' 
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plifiiing my fatisfaclioo, it left me to the fury of nty 
cripiiail deures. I will ~ll you, my dear friend, the 
particulars of my ftory, and leave you to jpdge: whe­
ther I deferved fo fev~re a co~reclion. l had always 

- an averfion for thofe light women whom it is a re­
proach to purf ue ; l was ambitious in my choice, anci 
wi{bed to find fome obftacles, that I might furmo11nt 
them with the greater glory and plaafure, 

There was in Pari1 a young ~reature, (ah! PJ,ili,;. 
IMS!) formed in a prodigality of Nat•~re, to lhow m;1n~ 
kind a finilhed compQfi~ion; dear H,laifa ! the repu, 
ted niece of one F,Jlert a cano11. Her wit and her 
beauty would have fired the dullc:ft and moil infenlihle 
}Lear~; and her eduq.cion was equally ;wrnirable. H,­
loift was a miftref1 of the moll polite arJs. V ou may 
eafily imagiae that this <Jid not a little help to capti­
vate me. I faw her ; I loved her ; I refolved to en­
deavour t.c> gaill her alfeclions. The th-irft of glory 
cooled immediately in my heart, and :\II my paffions 
~ere loft in this new one, I thought of aothing but 
H,loift; every t)liog brought her image to my mind. 
I was penfive, reftlefs; and my piffion was fo violent 
as to admit of no reftraillt, I w~ ahvays vain anq 
prefumptive ; I flattered myfcrlf alreaqy with the moil 
bewitching hopes. My reputation had. fpre:Jd itfelf 
every where; and could a virtuous lady refill: a man 
that'had confounded all the learned of the age 1 I wa~ 
young ;-r:ould !he lhqw an infenfibili~y to thofe YQW~ 

which my he.rt m,v~r formed for any but her!elfl 
My perfon was advanl~eous enough and by my drcfs 
no one woqld bave foipeclecl me for a l)otl~r; ancl 
dref, you know, is not a little ,engaging with women.· 
Befides, I had wii eno11gh to write a hi/let Jou;;, apd 
hoped, if ever ibe permiued my abfent fe.!f tq e!lter­
t:iin her, lhe would read with pleafure thof~ ~ruthir.gs 
of my heart. 

- Filled with thefe notions, l thought of nothing but 
tJ1e means to fpeak to her. Lovers ,i~b.e, find or 

niakc all thin.ts eafy •. Pay the ()i\<:.,, ~{ c:,Q\\\R.l!?fl 
\nu.::i.-s-
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friends I gained the acqoaintance of Fulbert. And, 
can you believe it, Philintus? he. allowed me the pri­
vilege of his table, and an apartment-in his houCe. I 
paid him, indeed, a confiderable fam; for perfons of 
his characler do nothing without money. Bot what 
would I not have given ! You my ,dear friend, know 
what love is ; imagine then what a pleafure it mull 
have been to a heart fo inflamed as mine to be always 
fo near the dear objea of defire ! I would not have ex-, 
changed my happy conditiOA for that of the greateff: 
monarch upon earth. I faw Helaijt, I fpoke to her: 
--eaeh atlion, eacli. confufed look, told her the trou.; 
ble of my foul. And lhe, on the other fide, gave me 
ground to h9pe for every thing from her geRerofity,. 
Fulbert defired me to inftrua her in philof.>phy; by 
this means I found opportunities of being in priva~I' 
with her and yet I wu,· fore,'of all men the mofi timo-
rous ia declaring my paffion. . . , . 

As I was w:ith her one day; alone, Charming He­
l.ifi, faid I, bl ■fhing, if you know yQurfelt, you will 
not be f11rprifed with what padfon you have infpire'1 
me with. Uncommon as it is, I can. exprefs it but 
with the common terms ;-I love you, adorable He-. 
Joi.ft! Till now l thooght philofophy made_ us mailers. 
of all 011'1' paffions, and that it was a refoge from the 
fwrntt in which weak mortals are toifed and Jhipwreck­
ea; but you have deftroyed my fecurity, and broken 
this J)ftilo{opllic courage. I have deipifed riche11 ; 
honour and its pageantries could never ra-ife a weak 
thought in me; beauty afone hath fired my foul. Hap­
py, if the whoraifed thi~ pa'ffion kindly receiYe~ thi!de­
claration; but if it i, ;in offence-No, . erlied H,kijt; 
1he muft be very ignorant of your merit who can be· 
offended at your palnon. But, for my own repofc:,· l 
wi-fb. either that you had' nor made this declaration, or 
thilt l were tt liberty not to fufpecl your lin~erity Ah, 
divine Htlr.ift, faid I, fringin; myie:t at ~~r feer, I 
fwc.-ar by yourielf-1 wa~ going on to convim:e hc·r o( 

ff '\;,,~ 
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the truth of my paffion, but heard a noife, and it !" 

was Fulbert. There wa~ no avoiding it, but I mull: 
do a violence to my delire, and change the difcourfe 
to fome other: fobjea. After this I . found frequent 
opportunities to free Heltii.fa froni thofe fofpicions 
which the general inlincerity of tnen had raifed in her; 
and fhe too much defired what I faitl were truth, not 
to believe it. Thus there was a mo!t l:iappy under­
ftanding between us. The fame houfe, the fame love, 
united our perfons and our delires. How many foft 
moments did we pafs together! We took all opportu­
ilities to exvrefs to each other our mutual affeEHons, 
and were ingenious in contriving incidents which 
might give us a plaufible occafion for meeting. Py­
ramus and Thilbe;s difcovery of the crack in the wall 
was but a flight reprefentation of c,ur love a11d its fa­
tacity. Jn the dead of night, when Falber tand his· 
domcilicki. were in a found' fieep, we improved the 
time proper to the fwcetsiof love. Not contenting 
ourfelvcs, like thofe unfortunate love. J, with giving 
inlipid kilfcs to a wall, we made ufe of all the mo­
ments of our charming interviews. In the place 
where we met we had no lions to fear, and tlie .tludy 
of philofophy ferved us for a blind. But I was fo far 
from making any advances in the fciences that I loft 
all my tafte of them; and when I was obliged to go 
fro~ the fight of my dear millrefs to my philofophical 
exercifes, it was with the utmoil regret and melancho-
ly. Love is incapable of being concealed; a word, a 
look, nay filence, fpeaks it. My fcholars difcovcred 
it firil: they f.aw I ha~· no longer that vivacity 9". 
thought to which all things were eafy: I could 118\l/! • 
do nothing but write verfes to footh my paffion. •{ · 
q11itted Ariftotle. and his dry maxims, to praltife·tho 
precepts of the more ingenious Ovid. No day palfed 
1n which I did not compofe amoroas verfes. Love 
was my infpiring Apollo. My fongs were fpread &• 

broad, aad gained me frequent applaufes. Thofo 
who_ were in love as l was took. a. \?tid.c 1.\\ \earning 

\b.1:.\1\\_ 
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them ; and, by luckily applying my thoughts and. 
:verfes, have obtained favours which, perhaps, they 
could not otherwife have gained. This gave our 
amours fuch an edat, that the loves of Heloife and 
.Ahelard,were the fubject of all converfations. 

The town-talk at ]aft reached Fulbert's ears. It 
waa with great difficulty he gave credit to what he 
beard, for he loved his niece, and was prejudiced in 
my favou_r; but, upon clofer examination, he began 
to be: lefs incredulous. He furprifed us in one of our 
more foft converfations. How fatal, fometimes, are 
the confequences of curioftty ! The anger of Ful­
bert feemed to moderate on this occalion, and I feared 
in the end fome more heavy revenge. re is impoffibh:t 
to cxprefs the grief and regret which filled my foµl 
when I was obliged to leave the canon's boufe and 
my dear H1':JJ!, ·But this feparation of our perfoM 
the more firmly united our minds ; and the: defperate 
condition we were reduced to, made us capable of at­
Jempting any t.~ing. • 

My intrigues gave me bQt little flume, fo lovingly 
did I efteem the oc~fion. Think what the gay young 
divinities faid, when Vulcan caught Mars and the 
goddefs of Beauty in hia net, and impute it all to me~ 
Fulbert furprifed me with Heloife, and what man that 
had a foul in him would not have borne any ignominy 
on the fame conditions i The next day I provided my:. 
felf of a private lodging near the loved ho11fe, being re-, 
folved not to abandon my prey. I continued (ome time 
without appearing publickly. Ah, how long did -
thofe few moments feem to me ! When we fall from a 
flate of happinefs, with what imapatience do we bear. 
our misfortunes ! · 

Jt being impotlible that I coeld live withOLit feeing 
! lieloift, l endeavoured to engage her fervant, whole 
!- name was Agaton, in my interell:. She was brown, 

well lhaped, a perfon fuperior to the ordinary rank ; 
her features regular, and her eyes fparkling; fit to 
ra.ife love in any !Jlan whofe hca,rt wa., \\<l'7. ~~t1r~\\<:.~<:.~ 
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1 by another palJiori. I met her alone, and in treated 

her to have pity on a diirelfed lover. She anfwercd, 
fue would und~rtake any thing to ferve me, but there 
was a reward.-At thefe words I opened my purfe and· 
fuowed the fhining metal, which lays afleep guards, 
forces away through rocks,and foftena the llearts of the 
2noft obdurate fair. Yoa arc millaken, faid lhe, 
fmiling; and fhaking her he!Mi-you do not kaow me. 
Could gold tempt me,· a rich abbot takes his nightl,r 
ftation, aad fings under my window : he o.ffers to fend 
me to his abbey, which, he fays, is lituate in the moft 
pleafant country ·in the world. A cou-rtier o.ffers me 
a confiderable fum of money, and afi"ures me I need 
have no apprehenfions; · for if our amours have coafc• 
quences;·he will marry me to his gentleman, and give 
Jiim a handfome employment. · To fay nothing of a 
young officer, who patroles about here every night~ 
and makes his attacks after all imaginable forms. It 
muft be Love only which could oblige him to follow 
me ; for I have not like your great ladies, any rings 
or jewels to tempt him : yet, during all his iege of 
love, his feather and his ·embroidered coat hava noi: 
made any breach in my heart. I lhall not quickly be 
brought to capitulate,· I am too faithfal to my firi 
conqueror-and then lhe looked earneftly on me., I 
anfwered, l did not underftand her difcourfe. She 
replied, For a man of fenfe and gallantry you have a 
very flow ·apprehenfion; I am in love with you .,{!J,;. 
lard. I know you adore H,loift, I do not blame you; 
I defire only t.o enjoy the fet:ond place in your af"ec­
tions. I have a tender heart as well as my millrefs; 
yo11 may without difficulty make returna to my paf­
fion. Do not perplex yourfelf with unfafhionable 
{cruples ; a prudent man ought to love fCYeral at the 
fame time ; if one 1ho11ld fai!, he is net then left un­
provided. · . 
· You cannot imagine, Phili11tu1., how much I wait 
furprifed at thefe words. So entirely did I love H,loif,, 
thai witho1 t refleaing whether AgatQn fpoke any 
,, i ~\~t,. 
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thing reafonableor not, I immediately lcfthu. When 
I had gone a little way from her l looked back, and 
faw her biting her nails in the rage of difappoint­
inent, which made me fear Come fatal confequences. 
She haftencd to Fulbert, and told him the offer I had 
mllde her, but I fappofe COBccalcd the other part of 
the ftory, Tile Canon never forgave this aft"ront. l 
afterwards perceived he was more dttply concerned for 
his niece than I at firi imagined. Let no lover here­
after follow rny example, A woman reje&d ia an out­
rageous creatare, Agaton wa.a eay and night at her 
window on purpofe to keep me at a ditlance from her 
miftrefs, and fo gave her own ~allants opporc.nity 
enough to clifplay their feveral ab1litiea, 

I was infinitely perplexed what co11rfe to take ; at 
Jail I applied to H,uij, finging-mafter. The Jhining 
metal, wbich had no eH'ca on Agaton, charmed him ; 
be wae excellently q 11alified for conveying a billet with 
the greateft dexterity and fecrecy. He delivered one 
of mine to Htloij,, who, according to my appo1n.t11ic1nt 
was ready at tbe end of a garden, the wall of whicli.·I 
fcaled by a ladder of ropes. I confefs to you all my· 
failings, Pl,iJint111. How would my enemies, Cham~ 
peaux and Anfelm, have triumphed, llad they feen· 
the redoubted philofopher in fuch a wretched concli-­
tion l Woll-I met my foul's joy, my H1iDift. I Jhall 
not defcribe our tranfports, they wi:re not long ; for 
the Jirftnews Ht/oij,acquainted me with plunged me in 
a tho11.fand dillratlions. A floating tl,/111 was to be 
fought for, where Jhe might be fafely delivered of a 
burthen lhe began already to feel. Without lofing much 
time in debating. I made her prcfcntly quit the Ca­
non 'a houfc, and at break of day depart for Britany; 
where, lhe like another goddef1, gave the world ano­
ther Apollo, which my filler took care of. 

This carrying off-" H,loift was fufficient revenge vpon 
Fulbcrt. It filled him with the deepeft conce1·n, •nd 
had like to have deprived llim of all the littlcJhare of 
wit which HtaveA had allowed hil,I\, "tu, (<::iu~~ ~ 
' \U'l).t.~~~~ ... 
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lamentation gave the cenforious an occalion of fuf. 
peeling him for fomething more than the uncle of 
Heloift. 

In 1hort, I began to pity his misfortune, and think 
this robbery which love !.ad made me commit was- a 
fort of treafon_. I endeavoured to appeafe his anger 
by .a fincere confeffion of all that was paft, a11d by 
hearty engagements to m::rrv Heloift kcretly. He 
gave me liis cunfent and with many proteftations and 
embrac~ confirmed our reconciliation. But what de­
pcndance can be made on the word of an ignorant de­
votee. He Wl!,S only plotting a cruel revenge, as yo~ 
will fee by what follows. 

I took a journey into Britany, in order to bring 
back my dear Heloift, whom 1 now conlidered as my 
wife. When I had acquainted her with what had 
pafl"ed between the Canon and me, I found the was of 
a contrary opinion to me. She urged all that was 
poffible to divert me from marriage: that it was a 
bond always fatal to a philofopher ; that the cries of 
children, and cares of a family, were utterly inconfi1t­
ent wirh the tranquility and application which the ftu­
dy ofphilofophy required. She quoted to me all that 
was written on the fobjecl: by Theophraftus, Cicero, 
and, above all, infifted on the unfortunate Socrates, 
who quitted life with joy, becaufe by that means he 
left Xantippe. Will it not be more agreeahle to me, 
faid fue, to fee myfelf your miftrefs than your wife 1 
and will not love have more power than marriage to keep 
our hearts firmly united 1 Pleafures tailed fparingly, 
and with difficulty, ha,·e always a higher relilh, while 
every thing, by being eafy and common, grows fiat 
and infipid. 

1 was unmoved by all this reafoning. Htloift pre­
vailed upon my fifl:er to engage me. Lucill:r (for that­
was her name) taking me afide one day, faid, What 
do you intend, brother 1 Is it pollible that AbelarJ· 
fhould in earneft think of tnarrying Heloift? bho'; 

lcems indeed to deferve a pcr\)ct11al affeclion ; beau\y: 
i-n.-et..-

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



A is ! L A I. D IIJ p H I L I N T l7 I; SJ 

routh, and learning, all that can make a perfon valu­
ble, meet in her, You may adore all this if yo11 . 
pleafe ; but not to flatter you, what is beauty but a 
Bower, which. may be bla11ed by the leall: fit of fick .. 
nefs? When thnfe featqres, with which you have been 
fo captivated, fhall be funk, and thofe grilces loll, yo11 
~ill too late repent that you have entangled yourfelf 
in a chain, from which death only can free you. I 
fhaU fee you reduced to the married maR's only hope 
of furvivorlhip. Do you think learning ought to 
make.Heloift more amiable? I know Jhe is not one of 
thofe aff'etted females wl\o are continually oppreffing 
you with lino- fpeeches, criticifing books, and deciding 
upon the merit of aµthors, When fuch a one is in the 
fury of her difcourfc, hufbands, friends, fervants, all 
fly before. her. Heloift has not this fault; yet it is· 
troublefome not to be at liberty to ufe the leaft im­
proper expreffion before a wife, that you bear witll 
pleafure from a miftrefs. 

But you fay, you are fore of the affettions of Heloift; 
I believe it; Jhe has given you no ordinary proofs. 
Bnt caa you be fore 111arriage will not be the tomb of 
her love? The name of Hufband and Mafter are al­
ways harfh, and Heloift will not be the phenix yell 
110w think her. Will fhe not be a woman r Come, 
come, the head of a philofopter is lefs fecure than 
thofe of other men·. My filler grew warm in the ar­
gument, and was going to give me a hundred more 
reafons of this kind ; but I angrily interrupted her, 
telling her only, that fhe did not know He/oift. 

A few days after, we departed together from Bri­
!any, and came t<? Paris, where~ c.ompleted my pro­
Jca. It was my mtent my marriage fhould be kept 
fe£ret, and therefore H1/oifo retir.ed among the nuni; of 
Argenteuil, _ . 

1 now tho11gnt Fulbcrt's anger difarmed; I lived in 
peace : buc, ala.; ! our marriage proved -but a weak 
defence againft his revenge. Obfcrve, P/iiZintu.s, '-~ 
:w~~t a barbarity he purfued it\ B.~ \,1\\-)e~ 'm."i · 

. {l:.'('{"a.\\.\.'I,; 
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fervants ; an afl'affin came- into my bed chamber by 
night with a razor in his hand, and found me in a 
deep fleep. I fuffered the moft lhameful puni lhment 
that the revenge of an enemy could invent ; in fhort 
without lofing my life, I loft my manhood. I was_ 
punilhed indeed in the offending part ; the defire was 
left me, but not the poffibiliry of fati,fying the paf-. 
fion .. So cruel an afiion efcaped not onpunilhed; the 
villain fuffered the fame inffiaion , poor comfort for 
fo irretrievable an evil ; I confefs to you, fh:mae, more 
than any fincerc penitence; ,made me refolve to hide 
myfelf from my H,l,ift. Jealoufy took pofi'e!lton ol 
my mind; at the very expence of her harpinef, I de­
creed to difapp&,inf all rivals. Before I pot myfelf 
in a cloifter, I obliged her to take the habit, and 
retire into the nunnery of Argcotcuil. I remember 
fomebody would have oppofed her making fuch a cru­
el facrificc of hcrfelf, but the anfwered in 1he words of 
Cornelia, after the death of Pompey the Great i 

" -0 c011j11x, ego te fcelereta peremi; 
" --Te fata extrema petcnte 
" Vita digna foi r Moriar-~,. 

0 my lov'd lord ! our fatal ma.1Tiage draws 
On thee this doom, and I the!goihy cawfd 
Then whiUt thou go'ft th' extremes of Fate tG>' 

prove, 
I'll fhare that fate, and expiate tluu Jn)' loYe . 

. Speaking tbefe verk,, the 111arched i.p to the alta:r, 
and touk tAe vei.1 w-ieh a conilaney w)iicl't- Jceuld not 
have expec\~ in a. woman. w:lH> had Al l\.i.gll- a tafte of 
pleafUffll which 1M m.i.gh, till 1njo-y. I bhllhed at 
my own weaknefs; and without deliberating a mo­
ment lo11ger, I buried myfitlf i.n l!lr cloiiter, refol-Ying·to 
vanquiib a fruitl.ufs.palljQn. I now reRd:lea that God 
b.aa cliaJtif~d me tb-us grievouily, that htt migh-t fave 

JiJ4 frQQi. that di:iftn1ttioa l.l\ whk\\ \: M4 \'\~t "~ \\~'1~ 
~~,c; 
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heen fwallowed up. In order to avoid idlenefs, the 
unhappy incendiary of thofe criminal flames whicll 
had ruined me in the world, I endeavoured in my re­
tirement to put thofe talents to a good ufe whieh I had 
before fo much abufed. I gave the novices rules of 
divinity agreeable to the holy fathers and councils. 
In the mean while, tke enemies ,which my fame had 
raifed up, and efpecially Alberic and Lotulf, who af­
ter the death of their maftcrs Champeaux anJ Anfelm 
affumed the fovereignty of learning, began to attack 
me. They loaded me with the falfell: imputations, 
and, notwithll:anding all my defence, I had the mpr­
tification to fee my books q>ndemned by a council and 
burnt. This was a cutting forrow, and, believe me, 
Pbilint"r, the former calamity I fulfered by the cruelty 

• of Fulbert was nothing in comparifon to this. 
The affront I had newly received, and the fcanda­

lous debaucheries of the mo11ks1 Qbliged me to banilh 
rnyfelf, and retire near Nogent. I Jived in a defart, 
where l flattered myfelf I ihould avoid fame, and be 
fecure from thi; malice of my enemies. I was again 
deceived. The delire of being taught by me, drew 
crowds of ;luditors even thither. Many left the towns 
and their houfis, and came and lived in tents ; for 
herb3, coarfe fare, and· hard lodging, they abandonec 
the delicacies of a plentiful table and eafy life. I 
looked like a prophet ia tha wildernefs attended by 
his difciples. My lecl:ures were perfecl:ly clear from 
all that had been condemned. And happy had it 
been if our folitude had been inacceffible to Envy ! 
With the confiderable gratuities I received I bu:lt a 
chapel, and dedicated it to the Holy Gholl, by the 
name of the PRraclete. The rage of my enemies now 
awakened again, and forced me to quit this rc;treat. 
This I did without much difficulty. But tirll the Bi-

. fuop of Troies gave me leave to eltablifh there a 
nunqery, which J did, and committed the care of it 
to my dear Heloi/e, When I had fouled her heu:, 
can you believe it, Pbilintu.s l I left h~t ~\\\-\r;i~\. w .. ~. 

I -..w~ 
j 

·.S 
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mg apy leave. I did not wander ·1ong without 
fettled ilabitation; for tile Duke of Britany, infori: 
cf my misfortunes, 11.amed me to' the Abbey of 
Guildas, w.bere i now am, and where I now fo 
every day frefu perfecutions. 

I frv.e in a barbarous country, the language of wl 
I do not under.ll:and. I .liave . no converfation 
with the r.udeft people. My walks are on the in11 
ceffible fhor.e of a fea which is perpetually ftor1 
My monks are known by their diffolutencfs, and, 
ing without rule or or'1er. Could you fee tbe abl 
Phili11t,u, you would not call it one. The door.a 
walls are without any ern:uncnt ex<iept the head: 

· w11d boars and hinds' feet, wilich ar.e nailed up ag1 
them, and the heads of frightful animals, The < 
are hung with the ikin.s of deer. The monks ha.ve 

; fo much as a bell to wake them; the &oclr.s and c 
fopply that defect. ln fhort, they pafs thoir wl 
days in hunting.; would to Heaven that were t 
greateft fault, or that their pleafures terminated th 
I cn4ca.vour in :vain to recall them to their duty; 1 
aLI combine agaii!tl me, and 1 only expofe m.yfcli 
continual vexations anJ dangers. I imagine I 
every mo~nt a nake<l fword hang over m:y h, 
Sometimes they furrou~d me and load me with i 
nite abufe~ ; fometimes they abandon me, and 1 
left alone to my owR tormenting thoughtsr I maJ 
my endeavour to merit by my fufferings, and to 
peafe an angry God. Sometimes 1 grieve for the 
of the houfe of the Par11cl,tt, and with to fee it ag 
Ah, Pbilintus ! does not the love of Htloift ftill l 
in my heart l I have Rot yet triumphed over that 
happy paffion. Jn. the midtl of my retireme.nt I I 

I weept I pine, I fpeak the dear name of Htloift, 
pleafecl to hear the found, I complain of the fev, 
of Heaven. But, oh ! let us not deceive ourfehre 
have not made a right ufe of grace. I am thoro1 
ly wretched. I have not yet torn from my hear 
,1,ep root, which vice ha.s -ph,u\Cd. \\\ it. Ear ii 
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converfion was lincere, how could I take a pleafure tc, 
relate my paft follies? Could I not more eafily com­
fort my{elf in my aftliaions 1 Could I not turn to my 
advantage thofe words of God himfelf, If thty have 
p,rj,cllllli 1111, thty will alfo p,rj,,1111 you; if tb1 world 
/,au yo•,}' hll'W that it hated 1111 •lfo 1 Come Phi/in­
t,u, let ua make a ftroug efi"ort, turn our rnisfortunrs 
to our advantage, make them meritoriou,, or at leall 
wipe out our oR'ences ; let us receive, without mur­
muring, what comes from the hand of God, and let· 
us not oppofe our will to his. Adieu. I give yo11 
advice, wl\icll could I myfel( follew, I aiould be hap-
,r, 

1. 
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. 
The foregoing Letter would probably not have produ-

. ced any others, ifit had been delivered to tha perfon 
to whom it was direcled; b11t falling by accident in­
to Heloift's hands, who knew the character !he opened 
it and read it; and by that means her former paffioq 
being awakened, lhc immedtately fct herfclf to write 
to her h ufban d as follows. 

• To her Lord, her F.ither; her Hufband, her Brother; 
his Servant his €hi Id; his Wife, his Siller; and to ex­
prefs all that is humble, refpefiful, and loving to her 
.A.helard, f{eloi,fe writes this. · 

A CONSOLATORY letter of your's to a friend hap­
pened fome -days fince to .fall into my hands My 
knowledge of the characler, and my love of the hand, 
foon gave me the curiofity to open it. In juftification 
of the liberty I took, I flattered myfelf I might claim 
a fovereign privilege over every thing.which came from 
you nor was I fcrupulous to break thro' the rules of 
good breeding, when it was to hear news of Ahelarl, 
1l ut how much did my curiofity, coll me 1 what dif­
turb:.nce di<l it occafion 1 and how was I forprifed to 
find the whole letter filled with a particular and me­
lancholy account of our misfortunes 1 I met with my 
name a hundred times ; I never faw it without fear: 
fome heavy calamity always followed it, I faw your', 

• " DCJmino fuo, imo Patri ; Conjugi fuo, imo Fratri ; 
,, A11cilJa fua, imu Filia ; ipJius Uxor, imo Soror; Abae• 

. ,, Jardo HC!loifa," c-,, AbeL• Op, 
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too, equally unhappy. Thefc mourufol but -d~:u re­
membrances, puts my fpirits into foch a violent m~~-­
tion, · that I thought it was too much to olfer comfort 
to a friend for a few flight difgrac~s by foch extraor~ 
dina1 y means, as the rt>prefentation of our fofferings 
and revolutions. What reflefiion3 did I not make, I 
began to confider the whole afrelh, and perceived my­
felf preffed with the fame weight of grief as when we 
firft' began to be miferable. Tho' length of time 
ought to have clofed up my wounds, yet the feeing 
them defcribed by your hand was fufficient to make 
thrm all open and bleed afrefh. Nothing can ever blot 
from my memory wh:it you have foffcred in defence 
of your writings. I cannot help thinking of the ranco­
rous malice of Alberic and Lotulf. A cruel uncle and 
an injured lover, will be always prefent to my alcing 
fight. I lhall never forget what enemies your learn­
ing, and what envy your glory, raifed againft you. I 
fbaJI never forget your reputation, fo juftly acquired, 
torn to pieces, and bla!led by the inexorable cruelty 
of half-learned pretenders to fcience. Was not your 
Treatife of Divinity condemned to be burnt? Were 
you not threatened with perpetual imprifonment? fo 
vain you urged in your defence. that your enemies im­
pafed on you op,inions quite dit°erent from yoor meau-
1ng; in vain you condemned thofe opinions ; all was 
of no effea towards your jufti6carion; it was refol­
ved you lhould be a heretic. What did not thofe two 
falfe prophets t accufe you of, who declaimed fo fe­
verely again!l you before the Council of Sens? What 
fcandals were vented on occ11fion of the name Parac-
1,re given to your chapel 1 What a ftorm was raifed a­
gainil you by the tr~acherous monks, when you did 
them the honour to be called their Brother? This hif­
tory of our numerous mhfortunes, related in fo true 
and moving a manner, made my heart bleed within 

t St. Bernard and St, Not~\. 
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me. My tears, which I could not rcftrain, have blot­
ted half yo.ur letter: I wilh they had effaced the whole 
and that I ha.d returned it to you in that condition I 
I fhould then have been fatisfied with the little time ; 
kept it, but ic was demanded of me too foon, 

I mull: confefs I was much ea»er in my mind J,efore 
I read your letter. Sure all the misfortunes of lovers 
are conveyed to them thro' their eye,. Upon r.eading 
your letter 1 felt all mine renewed. I reproache.d ~y­
{clf for having been fo long wi.thou t venting .,iy lor­
rows, when the rage of our 11nrelenting •~mies ftill 
burns with the fame fory. Since length of time, 
which difarms the ftrongcft hatred, feems hilt to ag­
grante tltein ; ft nee it is decreed that your virtue fhall 
be perfecutcd till it takes refuge in the grave, an4 
even beyond that, your afhes perhaps, will not be fiif• 
(ered to reft in peace.-let µre always meditate o-. 
your calamities, let me publilb them thro' all the 
world, if poffihle, to iliaR1c an age tb:at has not 
known how to value you. I will fpare no one, finco 
no one would intercft himfelfto protea you, and yo11r 
enemies are nev-er weary of opp,e1i■g yollr innocence, 
Alas! my memory is pcrpetuaHy fiHcd with bitter••­
membranc:cs of pall evils, and are there more to be 
feared ilill 1 fuall my .Al#lo,J be never meationed 
witho11t tears l thall tby d~ar Mme be never fJK>kea 
but with iighs ? Obfern, I befeCClA yew, t& what at 
wretched coadition you h1ve reduced mre: M, afiill­
ed, without any poilible comfort, 11nlefs it prcx:eed 
from you. Be not then unkind, aor deny, J beg yoq 
that little relief which you can oaly give. Let me· 
have a faithful account of all that coeceru you. l 
would know every thing,·· be it ever fo u•fertunate. 
Perhaps, by mingling my fighs win y041r,. I may 
make your fuffori'ngs lefs, if that obfervatioa be true, 
that all forro,.vs divided are made lighter. 

Tell me not, by way of excufe, you will fpare our 
tears; the tears of women, fuut up in a melancholy 

·place, .and 4evote.d to pcnct~ac~ uc aot te be fpared. 
~\\Q. 
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And if yoa wait for an -opportunity to write pleai"ant 
and agreeable things to us, yo111 wiU delay writing too 
long. Pro!perity feldam chufe.s the fide of the virtu .. 
ous ; and F01t11ne is fo 'blind, that in a crowd in 
w.hich the~ is perhapa b11-t one wife and brave man, 
it is net to be expec\ed Ale fuould fingle him out. 
Wr-ite to me then immediately, .and wait not for mi• 
rllCles ; they are &oo fcarce, and we too much accuf­
tomed 10 111\sfortunes to expect any happy turn. f 
fuall always have this, if -you pleafe, and this wi-11 be 
always •Feablc to mt', that when I receive any let­
tei:s (rgm you, I fftall know you ftill remember me. 
Seneca, {with whole wri,ings you made me Kquaift• 
tcd,) as much a Stoic as he was, feemed to be fo very 
fcnible of this kind of pleaf.ure, that upo11 opening 
any lettes:s from -LuciJ.i.us, he imagined. he felt the 
fame .deliglat as wlien they converfed together. 

I have made it an obfervation, :tince our abfence, 
that we are much fonde~ of the pictures of thofe we 
Jove, when they are at a g-reat diftancc, than when 
they are near to us. lt feems to me, as if the farther 
they are u;movcd their piaures grow the more liniihed, 
aAd ac.quwe a greater refemblance ; at leaft, our ima­
gination, which perpeurally figures them to us by tlie 
4cfire we have of feeing them ag4lin, makes us think 
fo. By a peculiar power, Love can make that feem 
life itfelf, which, as foon as the loved objea returns, 
is nothing but a littkcanvas and dead colollrs. J have 
your pic\ure in my JIOOm; I never paf5 by it without 
Jl:oppuig to look at it; and yet when you were pre­
font with me, I fcarce sver caft my eyes itpon it. , If a 
piaurc, which is but ·a mute reprefentation of an ob­
j1.,a. can give foeh ploafore, what cannot letters in. 
fpire I They have foul,; -they can fpeak; they ha Ye 
in chem aU that force which-expreffes t·he tranfparts 
of the heart ; ,hey have all the fire of our paffions ; 
they can raife dlo~ as much as if the perfons them­
ki\:C$ wero profent; they have-all thefoftnefs andde-

'\\.<:.~~, 
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Iicacy of fpeech, and fqmetitnes a bolduefs of expref,. 
fion even beyond it. . 

We may write to each other; fo innocent a plea­
fure is not forbidden us. Let us not lofe, through neg• 
ligence, the only happinefs whi~h is l.eft us, and the 
only ont., perhaps, which the malice of our enemies 
can never ravifu from us. I /hall reaci that you are 
my h1t!ba12d, and you Jhall fee me addrcfs you as a 
wife. In fpite of all your misfortunes, you may be 
what you pleafe in your letter. I,,etters were fir1l: in­
vented for comforting fuch folitary wretches as myfelf. 
Having loft the fubflantial pleafures uf feeing and pof­
fcffing you, I iliall in fome meafure compenfate this 
lofs by the fatisfaEtion I !hall find in your writing. 
There I iliall read your moft fecret thoughts; I fhall 
carry them always about me; I fhall kif.. them every 
moment: if you can be capable of any jealoufy, let• 
it be for the fond careffcs l iliall beftow on your let­
ters, and envy only the happinefs of thofe rivals. 
That writiRg may be no trou_ble to you, write always 
to me carelefsly, and without il:udy: I had rather read 
the dictates of the heart than of the ·brain. I cannot 
Jive if yuu do not tell me you always love me; but 
that language ought to be fo natural to you, that I be .. 
lieve )'OU cannot f peak t>therwife to me w.ithout great 
violence to yourfelf. And fince, by that melancholy 
relation to your friend, you have awakened all my 
farrows, it is but reafonable you !bould allay them by 
fome marks of an inviolable love. 

I do not, however; reproack you for the innocent 
artifice you.made ufe of to comfort a perfon in afflic­
tion, by CJmparing his misfortune to another much. 
greater. Charity is ingenious in finding out fuch pi .. 
ous artifices, and to be commended for uling them. 
But do you owe nothing more to us than to that friendt 
be the friendiliip between you ever fo intimater We 
are called your filters ; we_. caH ourfelves )'Our Chi(. 
dren; and ifit were poffible to think of any exprcffion 
w.hi<:h could ii£nify a deuer t~\a.\1.1)\\, l)t a \\\ore ~ffec-
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tionate regard and mntnal obligation between us, we 
would ufe them: if we could be fo ungrateful as not 
to (pea.le our jutl:acknowle:lgments to you, cltis church, 
thefe altars, thefe \Valls, would reproach our filence1 
and fpeak for tis. But without leaving it to that, it 
-.till he always a pleafure to me to fay, that you only 
are the founder of this hobfe l itis wholly your work. 
You, by inhabitini here, have given• fame and faric­
tion to a place knolVn before only for robberies 
and murders. You Jr.1ve, in the literal fenfe, made, 
the deli of thieves a houfe of pr.tyer. Thefe cloif­
ters awe nothing, to public cllarities ; our walls were 
dot raifed by the ufory of publicans, nor their foun­
eations }aid in bafe extortion; The God whom we 
fene fees nothing bnt innocent riches and harmlefs 
Totarres, whom you hlve pl:IC!d here. Whatever this 
young vineyard is; is owing all to you; and it is your 
part to employ_ your whole care to ·cultivate and im­
;rove it; this ought to b~ one of the principal affairs 
of your life. Though our holy renanciacion, our 
vows, and our manner of lifel feem to fecure us from 
all temptatiofts ; though oar walls and grates prohi­
bit aU approaches, yet it is the outfid, only, the bark 
of tlte tree i, covered from injuries; while the fap of 
original corruption may imperceptibly fpread within, 
even ro the heart, and prove fatal to the moll ptomi­
fmg plantation-, unlefs continual care be taken to cul­
tivate and fec11re it; Virtue in us is grafted upon 
Nat•1re and the Woman; the one is• we:ik, and the 
other i, always cha:ngeab-le. To plant the Lord's vine • 
is a work of no litcle lal,our; and afcer it is planted 
it will require great application and diligence to ma- ' 
nure it. The Apvft!e of the Genciles; ;is great a 
labourer &'5 he was, fays, He hath pi'a,rted, 1'11d Apcl-
l •1 iuuh <u1Rttrei; b.i it is God that gi--::eth thi i,tcrca;:·. 
Paul had planted the Goi"pel among the Corinthl.'k:,; 
by his holy and earnelt preaching; Ap(1 t!os, a z~a­
lous difciple cf that great mailer, continued to cu l ti­
n re it by freqtient exhortati.OM; al\Q. \.b.~ b'"'<:.t ~, 
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God, which their conftant prayers, -implored fol" 
that church, made the endeavours of·both foccefs­
ful, 

This ought to be an example for your condua to­
wards us. I know yori a1e not flothful; yet your la­
lt~urs are not direcl:ed to ·us ; your cares are wafted 
upon a fet of men whofc thoughts arc only earthly, 
and you refufe to reach out your hand to fopport thofc 
who are weak and Haggering in their way to heaven, 
and who, with a!J their endeavours, can fcarcely pre­
ferve themfdves from falling. You fling the pearls 
of tlte gofpel before fwine, when yilu fpeak to thofe 
who are filled with the good things of this world, and 
nourifhed with the fatnc:fs of the earth; and you neg­
! eel: the innocent fheep, who, tender as they are, would 
yet follow you thro' defarts and mountains. Why are 
fuch pains thrown • away upon the _ungrateful, while 
not a thought is bellowed upon your children, whofe 
fouls woultl. be filled with a fenfe of your goodnefs 1 
But why lhould I intreat yo11 in the name of your 
children 1 ls it poffible I lhould fear obtaining any 
thing of you, when I alk. it in my own name 1 AJ1d 
mull: I ufe any other prayers than my own to prevail 
upon yQu 1 The St. A11ftins, Tertullians, and Je­
romes, have wrote to the Eudoxas, Paulas, and Mela­
nias ; and can y<Hl read thofe names, though of faints, 
and aot remember mine 1 Can it be criminal for you 
to imitate St. Jerome, aod difcourfe with me cancern­
ing the Scripture 1 or Tertullian, and preach niorti-

, fication 1 or St. Aufiin, and explain to me the nature 
of grace 1 Why fhould I only rea.p no advantage from 
your learn.\ng 1 When you write to me, you will 
write to your wife. Marriage has made fuch a cor­
refpondence lawful ; and fince you can, without giv­
ing the !eaft fcandal, fati~fy me, why will you not 1 I 
}1ave a barbarous uncle, whofe inhumanity is a fecurity 
againft any criminal defire which tendernefs and the 
t.:membrance of our pall enjoyments might inf pire. 
'l'herc is nothing that can ca.ufe "jCI~ "a.\'l.'i {~t; yoa 
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netd not fly to conquer. You may fee me, hear my 
ughs, and be a witnefs of all my forrows, without in. 
curring any daRger, fince you can only relieve me 
with te:m and words. If I have put myfP.lf into a 
cloifterwith reafon, perfuade me to continue in itwich 
devotion: yo~have been tht: occafion of all my mis. 
fortunes, you therefore mull be the inftrument of all 
my comfort~. 

You cannot but remember, (for what do not lovers 
remember l) with what plcafure I have .pall whole 
days in hearing your difcourfe. How, when you were 
_abfent, I lhut myfel f from every one te write to you ; 
Jiow uneafy I was till my letter h'ad come to your 
hands ; what artful management it required to en­
g:ige con~dents. This dc.-tail, perhaps, furprifes you, 
and you are in pain for what \vill fellow. But I am 
.no longer alhamed that my paffion has had no bounds 
for you; for I have done more than all this : I have 
hated myfelf that I might love you ; I came hither te> 
ruin myfelf in a perpetu.il imprifonment, that I might 
make you-live quiet and cafy. Nothing but virtue, 
joined to a love perfealy difengagcd from the com­
m-:rce of the fenfes, could have prod11ced foch dfccb. 
Vice never infpires any thing like this; it is too much 
enflaved to the bgdy. . \Vh.::n we love pleafures, we 
love the li..-ing, and not the dead ; we lea.e oif b11rn. 
ing with delire for thofe who can no longer burn for 
us. This was my cruel •mcle's notions; he meafu. 
red my virtue by the frailty of my fe,c, and thought 
it was the man, and not the perfun, I loved. I.:ut hf: 
ha1 been guilty to no purp:ife. I lol'e yot1 more th,,n • 
ever; and to revenge myfelf of him, I will ll:ill lovc 
~you with all the tenderncfs of my foul till the la!l: mo­
ment of my life. lf formerly my affection f0r you wa~ 
11ot fo rure, if in thnfe days the mind an:l the body 
!hared in the pleafure of loving you, I often told 
you, e,·en then, that l was more plc:tfcd with poff~IIing 
yo!U" heart thaR with a·ny other happinef,, and the 
tuan was the thing I leatl valued in 'jOll, · 
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You cannot but b.e entirely perfu11,ded of this by th~ 
extreme 1.1nwillingnefs I Jbowed to marry you : tho' 
I knew that the name of Wife was honourable in the 
world, and holy in religion,' yet the name of your mif­
trefs had greater charms, heca14fe it was more free, 
Th!! bonds of matrimony, howeyer honourable, ftill 
bear with them a neceffary engagement ; and I was 
very µnwilling to be neceflitated to love always a man 
who, perhaps; would not always love me. I ~efpifed 
the name of Wife, that I might live happy with th11,t 
of Mifl:refs; and I 6nd, 1:,y your letter to your friend, 
you have not forgot that delicacy of paffio• in a woma"­
who loved you 11,lways with the utmoft tendernefs, anti 
yet wifhed to love you more. You have very jufUy 
obforv~d in your letter, that I efteemed thofe public 
engagements infipid which form alliances oµly to be 
diffolved by death, and which put life and love 11nder 
the fame unhappy neceftity. But you have not added. 
how often I have made protefl11:ions that it was infi­
.nitely preferable to me to live with ..dhe/ard as his 
· ptiftrefs1 than with any other as emprefs of the world, 
a!ld that I was more happy in obeying you, tlaan I 
:lhould have been in lawfully captivating the lord of 
the univerfe. Riches and pomp are not tae charms 
pf love. True tendernefs make ua to (eparate th, 
lover from all that is cxtern3l to him, and fetting -­
ide his quality, fortune, and employments, confider 
him lingly by himfelf. 

'Tis not love, but the deure of riches and honour, 
which make~ women run into the embraces of an in­
dolent hulband. Ambition, not alfeaion, forms fuch 
marriages. I believe indeed they may be followed 
with fame honc,urs and advantages, but I can never 
think that this.is the way to enjoy the pleafures of an 
affeclionate•union, nor to feel thofe fecret and charm­
\ ng emotions of hearts that have long ftrove to be uni".' 
ted, Thefe martyrs of marriage pine always for 
large fortunes, which they thiuk they have loft. The 
wife fees haibattds rither than het G'+lt\, ed. the huf-
. . . ~""-

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



HI Le 1 • • ,, ABE i. A 1. D, 69 
ban~ wives better portioned th,n his. Their inte .. 
refted vows occafian regret. and regret produces hatred, 
They foon part, or al wan de/ire h. This refl:lefs and 
torment~ng paffion punifhes them for aiming at other 
advantages of Jove than love itfelf. . 

If there is any thing which may prpperly he called 
happineli here below, I am perfuaded it is in t4e 
union of two perfons who love each other with perfea 
liberty, who are unite~ by a fecret inclination, and 
fatislie~ with each other's merit; t,h,ir hearts are fuJI 
&l\d leave no vaqncy for any other pa{ljon ; they el).­
j oy perpetual tranquillity, becaufe they enjoy con-
~~ . 

If I cp~l4 pejieve you ~s truly perf uaped of JPY me­
rit as I am of your's, I might fay there has been fut,h 
a tiwewhen we were fuch a pair. Alas! how wa,s it 
J?Offible I lhouli,l not be certain pf your merit l lf I 
could ever have doubted it, the univerfal efteem 
would have made me determine in your favoqr. Wllat 
cou11try, what city, has not deqred your profen~l 
Could you ever retire but yoq drew the eyes and 
hearts of all after you l Did not every one rejoice in 
having fecn you? Even WO!Ile11, breaking through 
the laws of decorum, whic;h cullom had impofi:d upqn 
them, lhowed manifeftly they felt fomething mpre for 
y~u than efteem. I have known fome who ·iiave been 
profofe in their hu{hand's praifes, who have yet en­
vied my happinefs, apd given ftrong intimatiqns they 
could have refufed you nothing. But whQt could re­
uft you l Your reputation, which fo muc)l foothed 
the vanity of o~r fex ; your air, your manner; that 
life in Y!H&r eyes, which fo admirably exprdfed the 
vivacity of your mind; your converfation with that 
~afe an~ elegance which gave e".ery thing you fpoke 
fuch an agreeable and in fin uating turn ; in fhort, eve­
ry thing f_roke for you; very difl-erent from fome mere 
fcholars, who, with all their learning, have not the 
,apacity to keep up an ordinary converfation, and 
with aJI their -wit cannot win t'M d~t\\.~~ ~\. ~11,~ot."t\. 
. . ~~~ 
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who have a much lcfs fliare than themfelves. 
With what eafe did you compofe verfes? and yet 

thofe ingenious trifles, which were but a recreation . 
after your more ferious ftudies, are frill the entertain­
ment and dd'ght of perfom of the heft tafie. The 
fmallel1: fong, nay, the lcaft lketch of any thing yo11 
made for me, h;1d a thoufand beauties capable of ma• 
king it !art: a5 long as there are love or lovers in- the 
world. Thus thole fongs will be fung in honour of 
other women which you defigned only for me 1 and 
thofe tender and natural expreffions which fpolr.e your 
Jove will help others to explain their paffion, with 
much more advantage than what they themfelves are 
capable of. 

What rivals did your gallantries of this kind occa­
:fion me? How many ladies laid claim to them 1 
'Twas a tribute their felf-love paid to their beauty. 
How many have I feen with figh, declare their paffion 
for you, when, after fome common vifit you had made 
them, they chanced to be compli_mented #Dr the Sylvia 
of your poems 1 others, in defpair and envy, have re­
proached me, that I had no charms but what your wit 
beftowed on me, nor in any thing the advantage over 
them but in being beloved by you. Can you believe 
if I tell you, that, notwithflanding the vanity of my 
fex, I tho11ght myfelf peculiarly hap,py in having a 
lover to whom I was obliged for my charms, and took 
a fecret pleafore in ocing admired by a man who, 
when he pleafed, co11ld raifo his miflrefs to the cha­
racter of a goddefs r Pleafed with your glory only, I 
read with delight all thofe praifes you offered me, and 
without reflecting how little I deferved, I believed 
myfclf foch as you defcribed me, that I might be more 
certain I pleafc:d you. · 

But. oh! where i. that happv time fled? I now la­
ment my lover, anJ of ail my joys there remains no­
thing but the painful reniembrance that thry are pajl. 
Now learn, all you my rivals. who once viewed my 

h.appirtefs wjth fuch jealu~s eyes, tha.t he you once en.-
,i.,:,~ 
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vied me can neyer more be yours or mine. I loV"ed 
·him, my love was his crime, and the caufe of his pu­
nilhment. My beauty once charmed him : pleafeJ 
with each other, we paffod our brightefi days in tran­
quillity .and happinefs. If that was a crime, 'tia a 
crime I aui yet fond of, and I have no other regret, 
than that againfl: my will I muft necefl'arily be inno­
cent. But what do I fay 1 My misfortune was to 
have cruel relations, whofe malice difiurbeJ the cahn 
we enjoyed. Had they been capable of the reuuns · 
ofreafon, I had now been happy in the enjoyment of 
my dear hulbaad. Oh ! how cruel were diey when 
their blind fory urged a villain to forprile you in your: 
fieep ! Where was I ? Where was your H1/oiji thca t 
What joy fhould I have had in defending my lover! 
I would have guarded you from violence, though at 
the expence of my life; my eries and <he lhrieka alone 
would have ftoppeQ the hand.-! Oh ! whither does 
the excefs of paffion hurry me ? Here love is thocked, 
and modefty, Joined with defpair, deprive me t>f wotds. 
'Tis eloq11ence to be £lent, where nQ exprefilon can 
reach the greatnefs of the misfortune. 

But, tell me. whence proceeds your neglea of me 
fince rnr being profdl'ed? You know notlling moHd 
me to it but your difgiac.e. nor did I give ·any con fen& 
but yours. Let me hear what ia the occafion of your 
coldnefs, or give me leave to tell you now my cpinion. 
Was it not the fole view of ple.ifure which engaged 
you to me 1 and has not my tendernefs. 1:iy leaving 
you · nothing to wifh for, extinguilhed your defires 1 
WretchedH,/cifi! You could pleafewhen you wifhed 
to avoid it; yo11 merited incenfe, when you could re­
move to a di.llance the hand that offered it; but fince 
your heart has been fofcened·, and has yielded ; fince 
you have devoted and facrificed yourfelf. you are de­
ferted and forgotten. I am convinced, by fad expe­
rience, that it ia natural to avoid thofe to whom we 
have been too much obliged ; and that uncommo11 
gcnerout,v proJu"s neglttl ta\.hct \\u.t-. -.,1;.\...\\.~~~s:.~'t.."t. · 
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nlent. Mykeart farrendered too foon to 1ain dte P:f­
teem of die ionquerer; you took it witho11t difficulty. 
and give it op eafily. But, ungratefal ~, yoti are, I 
wm never conftnt to it. And though in this place l 
011ght not to retain a wHh of my own, yet I hue eve, 
f1cretly preferved the dt'lfire of being beloved by you. 
When I pronounced my fad vow, I fMn had about 
me your !aft lettere, in which you proteffed yoa would 
be wholly mine, and would neter live but to love me. 
'Ti!I to yo!I, therefore, I have olfered myfelf; you had 
nty heart, and I had- youra ; do not demand any thina 
1,sck a yo• maft bear wi•h my pll'ffion as a thing which 
of rig"l1t belon!5 to you, and from which yo11 can no 
way, be difengagecl • 

.Al119 I what foUy is it to talk at thi, rate 1 I fee net'• 
shing here b11t marks of die Deity, .u1d I fpeak of no­
thing but maa ! T ou have been the cruel occalion of 
this by J<!ltJT ccindnfr. Unfaithful man! ought yo11 
at once to break crif loving me, Why did you ~ 
deceite me for a wltile,- rsther tllan immediately aban­
don- me 1 If yon had tivea nhl at-leail: b1tt- fome faii'it 
figns even of a dym~ paSion, I myfelf .had favoured 
the ckceptioft. Jt11t in vain W"1tld} flatter myfelf tllat 
'jou coula beconiamt; you ht"e lt:fr me rio coloitr of 
"1•kirrg 1f11ff excuft. I am ean\e(Uy dcfrrous to fee 
1•11; but if' tl\at M ilil],o1rtbie, I will c·ontcnt myfelf 
wieh a f~ }ins from your hand. Is it_ fo hard for 
6ffe who loves to- write 1 I afk for none- of your letteft 
tllei ~ith learning; and writ for rep11tation; all I de­
Are is fuch letteu as the heart diaa,es, and which the 
l•ad ea fcarce wtite fail' enough. How did I de­
ceive myfelf with the hope3 tbatyou would be wholly 
i\ine when I took the veil, and engaged myfelf to 
J.i-ve .for ever under yeur lawa 1 For ia being profe1fed, 
l vowed· no more than t-o be yours only, and I obli~ 
,:ed l'ftyfolf volantarily to a confi~ment id which yo11 
iffired to plac:e me. Death only then can make me 
Jea,e the place where yo11 have -~pie:; and th~rt 

1,0, •}' .ithcs tha-U rct\. httc an~ '-i1Yt ,()'1.t,, 1tt .. ,~'l 
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Drder to lhew my obedience and devotcdnefs to yo11 
to the lateft moment poflible. , 

Why lhould I conceal from you the fcc:ret of my call? 
You know it was neither zeal nor devotion which led 

. me to the cloill:er. Your con(cience is too faithful a 
witnefs to permit you to difown it. Yet here I am, 
a,1d here I will remain ; to this place an unfortunate 
Jove, and my. c,r11el relations, have condemned me. 
But if you do not continue your concern for me, Jf I 
Jofe your afreclion, what have I gained by my impri­
fonment? What recompenfe can I hope for 1 The un­
happy confequence of a criminal conduct, and your 
difgraces, have put on me this habit of chaftity, anJ 
not the fincere defire of being truly penitent. Thus 
I ftrive and labour in vain. Among thofe whofe are 
wedded to God I ferve a man: among the heroic. 
fopportcrs of the Crofs, I am a poor /lave to a human 
paffion : at the head of a religious community f am 
devoted to A/Jelard only. What a prodigy am 'f l En~ -
lighten me, 0 Lord ! Does thy grace or my own clef­
pair draw thcfe words from me? I am fenfible I am in 
the Temple of Chall:ity, covered only with the afhes 
of that fire which bath confumed us. I am here, I 
confefs, a finner, but one who, far from weeping for 
her fins, weeps only for her lover; far from abhorring 
her crimes, endeavours only to add to •hem; and who, 
with a weaknefs unbecoming the ftate I am in, pleafo 
myfelf continually with the remembrance of pail 
aflions, when it is impoffible to renew them. 

Good God! what is all this! I rc:ptoac:i myfelf 
for my own faults, ~act•ife you for yours, and to what 
purpofe? Veiled as I am, behold in what a difo~der 
you have plunged me:! How difficult is it to light al­
w11ys for duty againft inclination l I know what obli­
gation, this veil lays on me, but I feel more llrongly 
what power a long habitual paffion has over my heart. 
1 am conquered by my inclinatiob. My love troubles 
my· mind, and dif9rJc:rs my will. Sometime~ l ;\I.\\. 

fwayed by the kti(iments of f\C\"j 'N\\\~\\ a,\~t\~ '\t'\t,. 
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and the next moment I yield up my imagination to aft 
that is amorous and tender. I tell you ~o-day what I 
would not have faid to you yelierday. I had refolyed 
to love you no more; I confidered I had m~e a vew; 
taken the veil, ind am aa it were dead and buried ; 
yet there rifes •nexpet\edly from the hottoJD of my 
heart a paffion which triumphs over all thefe notions,• 
and darkens all my reafon and devotion. You reign 
in fuch inY>"ard retri:ats of my foul, that I kn9w not 
where to attac~ you. WheQ I endeavour to break; 
thofe chains by which I am bo•1ad to you, I only de­
ceive myfelf, artd all the .efforts I am able ~ ~ak.e 
ferve but to bind them the faller. Oh, for Pity's fake 
help a wretch to renounce her delircs herfelf, and if it 
·be poffible, even to renounce you J If you arc a lov~r, 
a father, help a miftrefa, comfort a child! T~cfe ten­
der names, cannot they move you ? Yield either to pi­
ty or love. If you gratify my requeft I fhall continllc 
a Religious without longer profaning my calling. 1 
.am ready to humble myfelf with you to the wonderf11l 
providence of God, who does all things for our fanc­
tilication ; who, by his grace, pqrifics all that is vi­
cious and corrupt in the principle, and; by the incon­
ceivable rickes of his mercy, draws us to himfclf 
a_gainft our wilhes, and by degrees opens o~r eyes to 
difcern the grcatncfs of his bounty, which at nril w• 
would not underiand. 

I thoueht to end my letter her,. Bat DO\V I am 
~omplaining againft yoa, 1 muft 1mload my heart, and, 
tell you all its jealoufies, and reprojlChes. Indeed I 
thought it fomething hard, that when we had botli. co• 
Jaged to confccrate ourfelves to Heaven, you fhoolcl 
1nfift upon doing it fir!l, Docs A/11/arll then, {~id I; 
{ufpea he fhall fee renewed in me the example ctf 
iot's wife, who could not forbear lookin, bacl~ wh~ll 
fue left Sodom ? If my youth and fex might give oc­
cefion of fear that I fhould return to the world,- c~ul4 
not my behviour, my fidelity, and this hea.rt whic:b 

JP• DDght to know, CQ\l\d not U\.\{~ b~\\,\b. {'ll.~~11,n.-
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generous apprehenfions? This difirufiful forefight 
t0uched me fenfihly. I faid to myfelf, there was a 
time when ne could rely upon my bare word, and does 
he now want vows to fecure hin1folf of me i' What oc­
cafion have I giyen hill) in tire whole courfe of my 
life to admit tl)e leaft fufpicion r l could l!]eet him at 
all his allignttions, l!-n• would l decline following hirn 
to the feats of nolinefs? 1 who have not refufed to be 
a victim of pleafure to gr~tify him, can he think I 
would refofe to be a facrilice of honour to obey him? 
Jia1 Vice fuch charms to well-horn fouls? and, when 
\Ve have once clrank of the cup of ftnners, is it with 
inch difficaltr that we take t~ chalice of faints? Or 
did you believe yoorfelf a gr.eater mailer to teach vice 
ihan virtae, or did you think it wa, more eafy to pet­
f uade are to the irft than the latter? No, this fofpi­
cion would be injurrous to both , Virtue is too ami­
,whlc not to be embraced, when yon reveal herchar~s; 
~nd Vice too hi~o1,a not to be aveided, wheR you 
Jhow her deforit;iitres. Na:y, when you pleafe, any 
thing feems 1-ovely to mt,•; and nothing is frightful or 
4iflkult when you are by. I am only wea)c wb.en I am 
~lone and- unfup,POrted by you, and therefore it de­
pends on you gfone ,that I may be fuch as you defire. 
l wifh to Heav'n you had not f11ch a power over U1e. 
Jf you had arry occanon to fear, y.ou would be lefs 
negligent. Bu.t wht is there for yo.a to fear l I have 
done too m1n:h, atid new have no~hing more to do but 
to triumph over your ingratitude. When we lived 
J,appy together, you migJlt have made it doubt whe­
ther pleafare or afeaion united me more to you; but 
~e plxe from whtt1ce I write to you muft [)OW have 
enrirety-ia~en· uvay th{lt doubr. Even here J love-you 
an much as ,vtr I did in rbe world. If I had loved 
pleafure~: coald I not yet have fol!«d means to have 
gratified myfelH I war not above twenty-two yea,a 
otd; and there were other.men left though I was ae­
prived of .A/J1/11rd; and yet did I not b·ury myfelf alive 
1n .a n1111nery, aad triumph over love, 1.\ l.l\ -a.t.~ ~-..'l? ... -

L i \)\.~ 
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ble of enj,iying it in its foll latitude? 'Tis to you I 
facrifi.:e thefe remains of a tranfitory beauty, thefe 
widowed nights and tedious days which I pafs without 
feeing you ; and fince you cannot po1fef, them, I take 
them from you to oJfer them to He:iven, and to make, 
alas! but a fecondary oblation of my heart, my days, 
and my Me! 

I am fenfible I have dwelt too long on this head ; I 
ought to fpeak lefs to you of your misfortuues, and of 
my own folferings, for love of you, - We tarnilh the 
I ulhe of our moll. beautiful aclions when we applaud 
them ourfelves. This is true, and yet there is a time 
when we may with decency commend ourfelves; when. 
we have to do w1th thofe whom bafe ingratitude h.aa 
ilupefied, we cannot too much praife our own good ac,. 
tions. Now, if 'you were of this fort of men, this 
would be a home-reflection on you. Irrefolute as I 
am, I Hill Jove you, and yet I muft hope for nothing. 
I have rcnouQced life, and ftripped myfelf of every 
thing, but I find I neither have nor can renounce my 
.l!helard. Though I h;i.ve loft my lover, I IU,ll pre­
ferve my love. 0 vows! 0 convent ! I have not loll: 
my h1,ma11ity under your inexorable di{cipline ! Yo11 
have not· made me marble by changing my habit. 
My heart is not totally hardened by. my perpetual 
imprifonment ; I am frill Tenfible to what has touched 
11:e, though, alas! I ought not to be fo. Without of­
fending your commands, permit a lover to exhort me 
to live in obedience to your rigorous rules. Your 
yoke will be lighter, if that hand fupport_ me under, 
it ; your exercifes will be amiable, if he lhows me 
their advantage. Retirement, folitude ! you will not 
appear terrible, if I may but frill know I have any 
place in his memory. A heart which has been. fo fen­
iibly affefted as mine cannot foon be indifferent. W~ 
nucluate long between love and hatred before we caa 
arrive at a happy tranquillity, and we always flatter 
ourfelves with fome difiant hope that we ihall not be: 
quite forgotten. 
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""" Yes, A'11l11rJ, l conjure you by the chains I bear 
here to eafe the weight of them, and make tlu:m u 
agreeable as I wifh they were to me. Teach me the 
muims of divine laYe. Since you have forfaken me, 
l glory in being wedded to Heaven. My heart adores 
that title, and difdains any other. Tell me how this 
divine love is nourifhed, how it operates, and purifies 
itfelf. When we· were tolfed in the ocean of the 
world, we caald hear of nothing but your verfes, 
which publifhed every where our joys and our pica­
lures : now we are in the haven of grace, ia it not fit 
chat you fhould difcourfe to me of this happinef1, and 
teach me every thing which might improve and hci&h­
cen it l Shew me the fame complaifance in my pre­
lent condition as you did when, we were in the world. 
Without changing the ardour of our affeaions, let us 
change their objea ; let us leave our fangs, and ling 
hymns ; let us lift up oar hearts to God, ad have no 
cranfports but for his glory. 

I expe8: this from you as a thing you cannot refufe • 
me. God has a peculiar right over the hearts of great 
men which he has created. When he pleafes to touch 
them, he rnifhes them, and lets them not fpeak nor 
breathe but for his glory. Till that moment of grace 
arrives, 0 think of roe--do not forget me ;-re­
member my love, my fidelity, my conftancy; love me 
as your miftrefs, cherifh me as your child, your fifter, 
your wife, Confider that I ftill love you, · and yet 
t\rive to ·avoid loving you. Wht- a ward, what a 
delign is this l I fhake with horror, and my heart re­
volts againft what I fay, I fhall blot all my paper 
with tears-I end my long letter, wifhing you. if you 
caa def1re it, (would to Heaven l could,) for ever 
adieu, 
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That tlle rtader may make a right jod~nt on th• 
follO\ving Letter, it is proper he fltould be inform­
ed of the condition A-6Jiu,,dwu in when he wrote it. 
TIie Duke of Britany whafe fobj · 9: fle wat born, 
jealaas of the glory of France, which then engrof­
{ed all the moft f1mo111 fcho)ara of Europe, and he­
ini, bende,, acqirainted with the perfttiation ,Al,,~ 
l11rd ha:d {offered from his enemies, had nominated 
him to die Abbey of St·. Gildu, aad', by tbi1 hem,. 
(Klionand mark oflris efteem, eDgagad hiar to pail 
the tei of his days in hls dominiOfta. He ttce~d 
this fatour with grettjoyt imaginittg., that by leav. 
iwt F,alice he lhould lofc Jri, pd"IOII, aml· gain• a 
11e• tlft'n of mrm:t irpon en&trmg into his new dig-
11ity. T~c Abbey of St. Gildn is featfed opon a 
rock, which the fea beau with rts waves. .Alu.luJ, 
'9h0 lr.t laM on hiaifelf the neceiity of vanquNhing 
a pafiotl' which abfe-nce bad in a gi-lfat meahwe 
weakc,n:ed~ endeooured m thrs fotitude to ext~. 
gaith the se111ai11, of it by his tear,. But upon 
liis ffiltiviJ\g the fore~oing Jetter lie cottld no1t refit 
fo pewerlol an attaok, bttt proffs as weak- at1d as 
much to' b4 piti«cl u H,loij;. >1'i1 IIOI rhe11 A 
anafter or d"iretlor that fpetks to her, but a 111tt 
who had toTtd· her, and loves her ft:iH: and mrder 
thie cha,atl•r we are ~ co~ .,4i,l,w4 when he 
wt!)(C tM fot1owhig Letter. lf he kems. by fo~ • 
paffirgca in it, to have bepa to feiltlit: motioni f1f 
div* grace they appear u yet to bo wy by frart,, 
.anchvi:ulo11t a•y 11nifo;micy .. 
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C O V ~ D l ~n• imagi!le~ th~~ a lctW not writtm 
tQ yo!lr(c:ll e4;11i~d !lave fall,:'1 into yo11r haqds, I had 
be~n m~t ~urious aQt tQ have in(c:rte4 11ny thing i11. 
•jc w)lj~h mig._t ~wikc:a du: mem9ry of our pall ~isfor­
tllllfl· I d,;(cribe4 with bol«ftefa itie wics of my dif­
gr•cea to a friead, in order to•• hiin lef• ~fiblc 
of the lpfs he h-.d fuil~neq. If by this well inet.ning 
arµ6ce I hvc difturbc:d you, I p,upofe here to dry up 
thofc tears which the fad dc:fcription occafioned you tl't 
~cd : I iatend to mix my grief with yours, 1U1.d pa1i1t 
out my lleart before you; in fhort, to lay open before 
your ey.- all my trouble, and the fecrets of my foul, 
whicb ipy vJnity has hitherto made ~ c:onceal from 
~e reil of tile world, !fJld wai~h you now foi:ce fr~m 
me, in fpite of my .{efolutiona io the 1,ontrary. 

It is tr11~, ~at m a fcnfc of the Jffliaions which 
hall ~f~UAI 111, and obfervinr t~~ no ch-rige of our 
condition w~ t~ be expi:a~; ta~t tllofc profpcrou, 
4•r• whicJi had {educed us wcr.e 119w pa.ft, and there 
fFDl•in.ed nQthing b\lt to craze out of o~r mi'\ds, by 
p.ainfol eade!lvoun, all llf~rks IJJUl remembrance of 
theJXJ, t llad wiihed to wad ia phi19fophy and rcliS!on 
a rem~dy for my difgracc: I fcarchc:d out -n 11bl11m 
to f~cure DlC from love. I was CQ!lle to the fad cxpe~ 
tjment of making vow, to liJrclcn my heart. But 
what have I gained by this t If my pafiion has been 
put under a reftraint, my i4ea1 yet remain. I pro­
mifc my~lf that I will forget. you, and yet cannot 
think of it without loving you ; and am pleafed with 
that d1ougllt. My love is not at all w~akt.t\t.d. \)1 \.\-..<::>~~ 
rdlccticR1 l ~a.kc in order \e {t,~ m1\~\t. ~'\\~ ~- . 

~~~, 
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Jenee I am f1moundcd with makes me moro fenfible 
to its impreffions ; and while I am uncmpleyed with 
any other things, this makea itfelf the bufinefs of my 
whole vacation; till, after a multitude of ufclc(s en­
deavours, I begin to perfuade myfelf that itis a fo­
pcrftuous trouble to ftrivc to free myfclf; and that it 
1s wifdom fufficient if I ea■ conceal from e-.cry one­
but you my confufion and weak11ef1. 

I removed to a diftancc from your perfon, with an 
intention of noidi11g yeu as aa enP.my; and yet l in­
cdfantly fcck for you in my p,ind ; I recall your 
image in my memory; and i11 foch different difquie­
tudes 1 betray and contraditt myfelf. I hate yoa : I 

· Jove you. Shame prclfes me on all fides: I am at 
this moment afraid lelU iliould fecm more indifferent 
than you, and yet I am afliamed to difcovcr my trou­
ble. 

How weak arc we in ourfclve,, ifwe do not fupport 
oilrfelves on the crofs of Chrift r Shall we have fo lit­
tle courage, and iliall that uncertainty your heart la­
bo•Jrs with, of ferving two mafters, aff'ea mine too.1 , 
Yo11 fee the confufion I am in, what I blame myfelf 
for, and what I fuff'er. Religion commands me to put­
foe virtue, fince I have nothing to hope for from love. 
:But love !till preferve1 its dominion in my fancy, and 
entertains itfclf with paft pleafures. Memory fop• 
plies the place of a millrefs. Piety and duty are not 
always the fruits of retirement; even in dcfarts, when 
the dew of heaven falls not on us, we -love what we 
gught no longer to love. _ The paffion,, ftirrcd up by 
folitude, fill thofe regions of death and filence ; and 
it is very feldom that what 011ght to be is truly fol­
lowed there, and that God only is loved and ferved. 
Had I always had fuch notions as thefe, 1 had inllruc­
ted you better. You call me your Maller;, 'tis true, 
you were intrufied to my care. I faw you, I was car­
neft to tesch you vain fciences ; it coft you your_ inno­

t;ence, and me my liberty. Your uncle, who was fond 
of you, t>.caae therefore ttry c11.cm'j, al\~ ,e~e"''t~ 

t\\W.\-:.\\ 
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himfelfon mt-. If now, having loft the powerof fa­
tisfying my paflion, I had loll too that of loving 1011, · 
I fhould hue fome confolation. My enemies would 
have given me that tranquillity which Orig-en pur­
chafed by a crime. How miferable am I! My mis­
fortune doe• not leofe my chains, my paffion grows fu­
rious by impotence ; and tbat defire I fiill have for 
7011 amidfi all my difgraces makea me more unhappy 
than the misfortune itfelf. I fiad myfelf much more 
guilty in my thoughts of you, even amidft my tears, . 
than in polfeffing yourfclf when I was in full liberty. 
l coatiau.ally think of you, I continually call to mind 
tlaat day when you bellowed on me the firft ma,ks of 
your tendernef,. In this condition, 0 Lord! if I run 
to proftratc myfelf before thy altars, if I bcfeech thee 
to pity me, why' doea not the pure flame of thy Spirit 
confume the facrifice that is of'ercd to thee P Cannot 
this habit of penitence which I wear intereft Heaven 
to treat me more favourably 1 But that is fiill inex0-
rablc; bcca11fc my pallion frill lives in me, the lire is 
only covered over with deceitful athes, and cannot be 
extinruilhcd but by extraordinary graces. We de­
ceive men, ·but nothiag is hid from God• 

You tell me, thU it is fot me you live under that 
veil which covers you; why do you'profane your YO• 

cation with fuch words 1 Why provoke a 'jealous God 
by a blafphcmy 1 I hoped, after our feparation, yo11 
would .laavc changc'1 yo11r featiments; I hoped too, 
that Go4' wo11ld have delivered me from the tumult of 
my fcnfes, and that contrariety which reigns in my 
heart. We commonly die to the afFeaions of thofe 
whom we fee no more, and tllcy to our's : abfence is 
,he &onth of love. But to me abfence is an unquiet 
remembrance of what I oace loved, wnich continually 
tormepts me. I Battered myfelf, that when I thould 
fcey.o, no more, you would only reft in my memory, 
without giving any trouble to my mind; that Britany 
and 0.. fea would infpire otlfl:r thoughts; that my 
fafts 111d iludies would by degree, ct-.u 11:1'\\.1":1'\\.\. ~~ 
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my heart; but in fpite of fevere fafts and redoubled 
fcudies, in fpice of the ditlance of three h11ndted miles 
which feparates us, your image, fuch as you rlefcribe 
yourfelf in your veil, appears to me, and confound, 
all my refolutions. 

What means have I not ufed r ·I have armed my 
own hands againft myfelf? I have exha111led my 
lhength in conllant exercifos; I comment upon Sr. 
Paul; l difpute with Ariftotle; in fuort, l do all I 
ufed to do before J loved yvu, but all in nin ; nci• 
thing can be foccefsful that oppofes yot1. Oh ! do 
not add to my miferies by your conftancy ; forget, if 
you can, your favours, IUld that right which they 
claim over me: ; permit me to be indilfe°rent. I envy 
their happinefs who have never loved ; how quiet and 
cafy are they! But the tide ofp!eafures ·has always a 
reflux of bitternefs. I am but too much convinced 
now of this ; but though l am no longer deceived by 
love, I am not cured~ while my r~afon condemns it, my 
heart declares for it. I am deplorable that I have not 
the ability to free myfelf from a paffion which fo many 
circumftances, this place, my perfon, and my dif­
graces, terid to de!lroy. I yield, without confidcring. 
that a refifiance would wipe out my pall olfences, and 
would procure me in their ltead merit and repofe. 
Why fuould you ufc eloquence to reproach me for my 
flight, and for my lilcnce r Spare the recital of our 
allignations, and your conftant exaanefs to them; 
witho11t calling up fuch difturbiug thoughts, I have, 
enough to fufter. What great advantages would phi• 
lofopby give us over other men, if by tludying it wff 
could learn to govern our patlions ? but how humbled 
cught we to be when we cannot mailer them r What 
e.ffurts, what relapfrs, what agitations, do we under­
go r and how long arc we toifed in thi1 confofion, 
11nable to exert our reafon, to potfds our fouh, or to 
1ule our afFd.tions? 

What a troublefome employment is love! and how 
-,;iluable is virtue even. uiion 1:.1;1n{\~1:n,\\ll\\ of our owa 
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i!afe ! Recollea your extravagances .of paffion, guefs 
at my diftratlions: number up our cares, if poilible, 
our griefs, and our inquietudes; throw thefe things 
.cut of the account, and let love h.ive all it:. remaining 
foftnefs and pleaf,ure. How little is th11t? and,yet for 
foch fhadows of enjoyments, which at firll appeared' 
to us, are we fo weak our whole lives that we cannot 
riow help writing to each other, covered as we are 
with fackcloth and afhea ! How much happier lhould 
we be, if, by our humiliation and tears, we coulli!­
make our repentance fore ! The love of pleafure is 
not eradicated·out of the foul but by extraordinary ef­
ferts ; it has fo powerfol a party in our breaft:s, that 
we find it difficult to condemn it ourfelves. What ab• 
horrence can I be faid to have of my fins, if the ob­
jetls of them are always amiable to me? How can I 
feparate from the perfon I love the patlion I mull: de­
tell 1 Will, the tears I fhed be fofficient to render it 
odious to me 1 l know not how it happens, there is 
always a pleafure in weeping for a beloved object, 
'Tis difficult in our Corrow to ditlinguifh penitence 
from love. The me111ory of the crime, and the me­
mory of the objett which hu c;:harmed us, are too 
nearly related to be immediately feparated: and the 
love of God in its beginning does nut wholly anihi­
late the love oft he creature. But what excufrs could 
I not find in you, if the trime were excufable 1 Un­
profitable honour, troublcfome riches, coald never 
tempt me; but thofe charms, that beauty, that air,. 
which I yet behold at this in!tant, have occafioned my 

· fall. Your Jopks were the begil'lning of my guilt; 
your eyes, your difrourfe, pierced my heart; and ii\ 
fpite of that ambition and glory which filled it, and 
offered to make defence, love foon made itfelf mailer. 
God, in order t" punifh me, forfook me. His. provi~ 
dcnce· permitted thofe confequences which' have lince 
happe11cd. You are no longer of the world ; yo11 
have renounced it; I am a Religious, devoted to 10-­
litu'de; !hall we make no a<iva\\taic o'i. o-ut ~l:)'t\~"'"~~ '\ 

M. 2 ~ ~~,~ 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



84 A B E L A I. 0 ,, HE L O·I I •• 

Would you deftroy my piety in its infant-ft&te.? 
Would you have me forfake the convent into which I 
am but newly entered 1 Mull: I renounce my vows 1 I 
have made them in the prefence of God ; whither 
1hall I fly from his wrath if I vielate them 1 Suffer me 
to feek for eafe in my duty; how difficult it ia to pro­
cure that ! I pafa whole days and nights alone in this 

· cloiller, without clofing my eyes. My love burns 
fiercer, amidft the happy indi1ference of thofe who 
furround me, and my heart is at once pierced with 

. iour farrows and its own. . Oh what a lofs have I faf. 
uined, when I confider your conftancy ! What plea­

. {11res have I mitred enjoying! I ought not to confefs \hi• 
': 'weaknefs to you: I am fenfible I commit a fault: if 

I wuld have fbowed more firmnefa of mind, I fhould, 
perhaps, have provoked your refentment againft me, 
and your anger might work that effi:ct in you which 
your virtue could n·ot. If in the world I publithecl 
my weaknefs by verfea and love-fongs, ought not tho 
dark cells of this houfe to conceal that weaknefa, at 
Ieafl, under an appearance of piety ? Alas I I am ftill 
thefame ! or if I avoid the evil, I cannot do the good; 

- and yet I ought to join both, in order to make thia 
manner of living prolitable. But how diflicul.t is thia 
in the trouble winch furrounds me? Duty, reafon, aacl 
decelfcy, which, upon other occafions have fuch pow­
er over me, are here entirely ufelefs. The gofpcl is 
a language I do not underftand, when it oppofes my 
paffion, Thofe oaths which I have taken before .the 
holy altar, are feeble helpa when oppofed to you. 
Amidft fo many voices which call me to my duty, I 
hear and obey nothin& but the fecret dictates of a def­
perate paffion, Void of all relifu for virtue, any con­
cern for my condition, or any application to my ftu. 
dies, I am continually prefent by my imagination 
where I ou&ht not to be, and I find I have no power, 
wken I woisld at any time correct it. I feel a perpe­
tual ftrife between my inclination and my duty. I 

lind ,ny{elf entirely a. dilta.t\e\\ \a~ct :. \\\\1\,1.l.ict in tl1• 
'a\.\.'-. 
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midtl of ilence, and reftlefs in this abode of peace and 
repofe. How fitamefol i1 fuch a condition I 

Confider me no more, I intreat you, as a founder, 
or any F,at perfona~; your encomiom, do but ill 
agree with fuch muluplied weakndl'ea. l am a mife­
rable finner, proftrate before my Judge, and, with my 

. face prefi'ed to the earth, I milr my tears and my figh1 
in the dull, when the beams of grace and reafon en­
lighten me. Come, fee me in thi1 pofture, and foli­
cit me to love you! Come, if you think fit, and in 
yoar holy habit thr11ft yourfelf between God and me 
and be a wall of feparatiea ! Come, and force from 
me thofe figh,, thoughts, and vows, 1Vhich l owe to 
him only. Atlill the evil fpirits, and be the inflra­
ment of their malicct. What cannot you indace a 
bean to, whofe weaknefs you fo perfeflly know ? But 
rather withdraw yourfclf, and contribute to my falva­
tion • . Sui'er me to avoid dellruaion, I intreat you, 
by our former tenderei alFeflion, and by our common 
misfortune. It will always be the higheft love to lhow· 
none. I here releafe you of all your oaths and CiP· 
gagcmenta. Be God's wholly, to whom you are ap­
propriated; I will never oppofe fo pious a cafign. 
How happy fllall I be if l thus Iofe you ! then firall I 

. be indeed a Religious, ud you a pcrfed example of 
ao Abbefs. . 

Make yo11rfelf amends by fo glorious a choice ; 
make your virtue afpetlacle worthy men and angels: 
be humble among your children, affiduous in your 
choir, exaa in yourdifcipline, diligent in your read­
ing ; make even your recreations 12feful. Have you 
purchafed your vocation at fo flight a rate, as that you 
Otould not turn it to the bd advantage ? Since yoa 
Jtave permitted )l<)Urfclf to be abufed by falfe doclri~e, 
and c.riminal inllruaion,, refill no, thofe good-counfel1 
which gra<:e and r~ligion infpire me with. l will con­
fcfa to you, I have thonght myfelf hitherto an abler 
mafter to inftill vice than to ncite virtue, My falfc 
clOCjue.oce 1111 only fctotffa\{c y,~. ~, \\~u\.~,~~-.... 
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with vo1uptuoufoef,, could only fuggeft terms proper 
and moving to rc:commend that. The cup of finners 
overflows with fo inchanting a fweetnef•, and we are 
naturally fo muth inclined to talle it, that it needs 
only be oifered to U5. On the other hand, the chalic~ 
of faints is filled with a bitter draught, and natu,e 
fiarts from it. And yet you reproach me with cowar­
dice for giving it you .lirfl; I willingly fobmit to 
thefe accufations. I cannot enongh admire the rea­
dinefs you fhowed to take the religious habit: bear, 
therefore, with courage the Crofs, which you havt: ta­
ken up fo refolutely. Drink of the chalice of faint,,, 
even to the bottom, without turning y<'ur eyes with 
uncertainty upon me, Let me remove far from you, 

. and obey the apollle, who bath faid, FJ_,. 
You in treat me to return, under a pretence of de­

votion, Your earneftncfs in this point creates a fufpi­
cion in me, and make~ me doubtful how to anfwer you. 
Should I commit an error here, my words would 
blufh, if I may fay fo, after the hiftory of my misfor­
tunes. The Church is jealous of its glory, and com­
mands that her children fhould be induced to the 
pratlice of virtue by virtuous mean,. When we have_ 
approached God afier an unblameable manner, we 
IP.ay then with boldnefs invite other~ to him. But to 
forget Heloift, to fee her no more, is what Heaven de• 
mands of Akillrd; and to expea nothing from Ahe­
Llrd, t(' lofe him even .in idea, is what Heaven enjoins 
Hel11ift. To forget in the cafe of love is the mott ne­
cdfary ~nitence, and the moll difficult. It is eafy 
ta recount our faults. How many through indifcre­
tion have made- themf~lves a fecond pleafure of this, 
in!lead of ct'lnfdling them with humility. The only 
way to retorn to God is, by negletling the cre:ature 

:, which we have adored, and adoring God whom we 
have negletled. This may appear harfh~ but it mull 
be done if we would be faved. . 

To make it more eafy, obferve why I prefi"ed you 
to )'Our vow before 1 took m,nc; at\~ ~atli~\\ \t\'f ti~­~<:.,.,,, 
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rerity, and the defign I have of meriting your neg­
let"t and hatred, if l conceal nothing from you of the 
particular you inquire after. When I faw myfelf fo 
opprdfed with my mi~fonune, my impotency made 
me jealou5, and I confidered all men as ·dly rivals. 
,Love has more of diftruft than alfurance. I was ap­
prehenfive of abundance of things, becaufe I faw I 
had abundance of defeas ; and being tormented with 
fear from my own example, I imagined your heart, 
which had been {o much accuftomed to love, would 
l)Ot be Jong without entl'!ring into a new engagement. 
Jealoufy c..n eafily ~lievc to moft dreadful confe­
quences. I was defirous to put my(elf out of a poffi­
bility of doubting you. I was very nrgent to perfoade 
you, that decency reqoirt:d yo!) ihould withdraw from 
the envio,n eyes of the world; that modefty, and our 
friendlhip, demanded it; nay, that your own fafety 
obliged you to it; and, that afrer Cuch ~ revenge 
taken upon me, you could ex pea to be fccure no where 
but in a coavent. • 

I will do you jufrice; you were very eafily perfua­
ded to it. My jealoufy fecretly triumphed over your 
innocent compliance ; and yet, triumphant asl was, l 
yielded you up to God- with an unwilling heart. I 
ftill kept my gift as much-as was poffible, and only 
parted with it that I might ei"eaually put it out of the 
power of men. I did not perfuade you to religion 
out of any regard to your happiocfs, but condemned 
you to it, like an enemy who dcftroys what he cannot 
carry off. And yet ·you heard my difcourfes with 
kindnefs ; you fometimes imertupted me with tears, 
and pre{f\!d me to acquaint you which of the con­
vents was. moft in my eltcem. What a comfort did I 
feel in feeing you fuut up! I was now at eafe, and 
took a fatisfattion in confidering that you did not con­
tinue long in the wotld after my difgrace, and that 
you would return foro it no more. 

But llill this was doubtful. I imagined womerr 
were incapable of mainta.i.n'l"t aw'j ~l)\'l,i.~'t\\. 't'I::.\~\.~ 
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tions, unlefs they were forced by the iiece&ity of' bed· 
vows, I wanted thofe vow,, and Heaven itklf, for 
your fecurity, that I might no longer diftruft you. 
Ye holy aanfions,ye impenetrable retreats, fromwl\at 
namberlefs appreaenfio11a haYe you fr~ m~ 1 Rcligioa 
and Piety keep a ftria guard round your crawa and 
high walls. What a haven of reft is dais to a jealous 
mind ? and with what impatience did I endeavoar it I 
J went every day trembling to e.ihort you to this fa­
crifice; I admired, without 4iaring to mentien it then, 
a brightnef1 in your be&11ty which I had never obfer­
ved bc:fore. Whether it wa, the bloom of a rifing 
virtue, or· an anticipation of thit ircat lofa I wu 
going to fulfer, I was aot curious 1a examininf the 
caufe, \>ut only haftened your being profefi'ad. en­
gaged your Priorefa in my g11ilt by a criminal bribe, 
with which I p11rchafcd the right of buying you. 
The profe!I'ed of the houfe were alfo bribed, and con­
cealed from you, by my direaions, all tllcir fcruples 
and difgufts. I omitted nothing, either little or areat: -
and if you had efcaped all my fua.res, I myfclfwould 
not have retired: I wa, refolved to follow yQu every 
where. This 1hadow of myfelf would always have 
purfued ygur fteps, and continually occaf:oned ei­
ther your confufion or fear, which would kave been 
a fenfible gratification to me. 

B11t, thanks to Heaven, you refulyed to make a 
vow; I accompanied you with terror to the foot ef 
the altar : and while you ftretched out yoar hapd to 
touch the facred cloth, I. heard you pronounce ciif­
tincUy thofe fatal word1 which for ever feparated you 
from all men. 'Till taen your beauty and youth 
feemed to oppofe my defign, and to threaten your re­
turn into the world. Might not a (mall temptation 
have clunged you ?- Is it poffible to renounce one'a 
felf entirely at the age of two-and twenty i at an age 
which claims the moft abfoluta liberty, could yo11 
think -the world no longer worthy of your regard 1 
How mucli did l wroni you, a.llli wbt wuknefs clid 
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i impute to you•? You were in my imal;!ination no­
thing but lightnefs and' inconllancy. Might not a 
young woman, at the noife of the flames, and the fall 
of Sodom, look back, and pity fome one perfon? I 
took notice of your eyes, your motion, yo11r air ; I 
trembled at every thing. Yo11 may call fuch a felf­
intere!led conducl: treachery, perfidioufnefs, murder. 
A love which was fo like to hatred ought to provoke 
the utmoll: contempt and anger. 

It is fit you lhould know, that the very moment 
when I was convinced of your being entirely devoted 
to me, when I faw you were infinitely worthy of all 
my love and acknowledgement, f imagined I could 
love you no more; I thought it time to leave off giv­
ing you any marks of affedion ; and I conftdered, 
that by your holy efpoufals you were now the pecu­
liar care of Heaven, even in the quality of a wife. 
My jealou(v feemed to be extinguilhed. When Gud 
oRly is our rival, we have nothing to fe.icr: and bein~ 
in greater tranquillity than e\·tr before, rdared everi 
to offer up prayers, and befeech him to take you awav 
from my eyes : but· it was not a time to make ralh 
prayers ; and my faith was too imperfi:cl: to let them 
be heard. He who fees the depth and fecrets of all · 
n1en's hearts, faw mine did not agree with my words. 
Neceffity and defpair were the fprings of this pro• 
ceeding. Thus I inadvertently offered an infult to 
Heaven rather thaR a facrifice, God rejected my of­
fering and my prayers, and· contin11ed my p:milhment, 
by fuKering me to continue my love. Thus, under 
the guilt of your vows; and of the paffion which pre­
ceded them, I mull be tormented all the days of my 
life 

If God fpoke to your heart, as to that of a Reli­
gious, whofe innocence had firll: engaged him to heap 
on ita thoufand favours, I fhould have matter of com­
fort; hut to fee both of us vic\ims of a criminal love; 
to fee this loYe infult us, and invtfl: irlelf with out 
yery habiu, as with fpoils it ha.s ta¼t'I\ fo:n't\ ~\l.'I: ~:--
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·votion, fills me with horror and ttembi.ing. Is thi1'1 
fiate of reprobation? or are thefe the confequeneea o. 
a long drunkennefs in profane love 1 We cannot fa: 
love is a drunkenncfs and a poifon till we are illumi 
nated by grace ; in the mea'fl time, it is an evil whicl 
we dote on. When we are under fuck a miftakc 
the knowledge of our mifery is the firft: fte] 
towards amendment. Who does not know that it .i 
for the glory of God to find n& otiler foundation 11 
man for his mercy than man's very weaknefs, 11,nd w, 
bewail it, he is rciady to put forth his omnipotence t• 
2.1li1l u~. Let us fay for our comfort that what w, 
fuffer is one of thofe long and terrible temptation 
which have fometimes diihlrbed the vocations of th 
moll Holy. 

God can afford his prefence to men, in order t 
fofcen their calamities, whenever he fuall think fit. 1 
was his pleafure when you took the veil, to draw yo1 
to him by his grace. I faw your eyes, wken yo· 
fpoke your laft farewell,· fixed upon the crofs. It wi 
above fix months before you_wroteme a letter, nor du 
ring all that time did I receive any meffage from yo1 
I admired this filence, which I durft not blame, an 
could n@t imitate. I wrote to you ; you returned rr 
no anfwer. Your hea.rt was then fuut; but this gua 
dian of the fpoufe is now opened, he is withdra\\ 
from it, and has left you alone. By removing fro: 
you, he has made trial of you ; call him back a11 
1hive to regain him. We muil: have the affiftance c 
God that we may break our chains ; we have eng: 
ged too deeply in lQve to free ourfelves, Our folli, 
:have penetrated_even into the moil: facred places. _01 
amours have been matter of fcandal to a whole kin1 
dom. They are read and admir-ed ; love which pre 
duced them has c:iufed them to be defcribed .. W 
fliall be a confolation for the failings of youth herea: 
t'er. Thofe who offend after us will think thernfelv1 
lefa guilty, We are crimin:1ls whofe repentance is lat1 
0 may it be fiacere \ Let ,u re~ai-t, u fa.ta-. is vofl 
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hie, the evils we have done; and let France, which 
hu bee11 th~witnefs ofo11rcrimes, be allonifhed at our 
penitence. Let us confound all who would imitate 
ou• guilt, let us take the part of God againll: our­
folves, and by fo doing prevent his judgment. Our 
former irregularities require tears, fhame, and forrow 
to expiate them. Let us oJ,Fer up thcfe facrilices fr~ 
our .hearts; let us blulh, let us weep. J fin thefe weak 
begin.ning,, Lord, our heart is not entirely thine, let 
i~ ~ ),;aft be made fenfible that it ooght to be 
fo ! 

Deliver yourfelf, Heloifi, from the lhameful remains . 
of a paffion which. has taken too deep root. Remem­
_ber that the leatl tho11ght for any other than God i, 
adultery. If you could fee me.here, with my meagre 
face and melancholy air, furro\}nded with nun\bers of 
perfecuting monkli, who ate alarmed at my reputation 
for learning, a11d offended. at my lean vifage, as if I 
threatened them with a reformation; what would you 
fay of my bafe fighs, and of thofe unprofitable tears 
which deceive thefe credulous men? Alas ! 1 am hum­
bled under Jove, and not" under the Crofs. Pity me, 
and· free yourfelf. If your vocation be, as you fay, 
;my work, deprive me not of the merit of it by your 
c:ontinual inquietudes. Tell me that you, will honour 
the habit which covers you, by an inward retirerncmr, 
fear God, that y.:,u may be delivered from your frail~ 
ties. Love him, if you would advance in virtue. Be 
11ot uneafy in the cloiHer, for it is the dwelling of 
ftlin~. Embrace your bands, they are the chains of 
-Chrift Jefus: he will lighten them, and bear them 
with you, if you bear them- with humility. , 

Without• growing fevere to a pafiion which yet pof­
fe~s you, learn fr<7m- your own mifery to foccour your 
weak 6Jl:ers; pity ~hem upon confideration of your own 
,faults. And if any thoughts too natural fhall impor­
tune you, fly to the foot of the <::rofs, and beg for 
mercy; there are wounds open; lament befon: th.c:. 
,dying Deity. At tho he:i.d 0£ .a t~\'-'i\l;)~'> \1:1~\.1:.'-1 \;,,,,:,, 
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not a flave, and having rule over queens, begin to 
govern yourfelf. Bluth at the leaft revolt of your 
fcnfes. Remember, that even at the foot "Of the al .. 
tar we often facrifice to lying fpirits, and that no.in .. 
cenfe c-an be more agreeable to them than that which 
in thofe ,Places burns in the heart of a Religious frill 
fenfible of paffion and love. If, during your abode · 
in the world, your foul has acquired a: habit of loving, 

·feel it now no more but for Jefus Chrift, Repent of 
all the moments of your life which you have wall:ed 
11pon the world, and upon pleafure ; demand them 
of me, it is a. robbery which I am guilty of; take co11-
rage and boldly reproach me with it. 

I have been indeed your mailer, bat it was only to 
teach you fin. You call me your Father ; before I 
had any claim to this title I deferved that of Parricide, 
l am your brother., but it is the affinity of our crime• 
that has purchafed me that ditlinaion. I am called 
your Hulband, but it is after a public fcandal. If 
you have abufed the fanctity of fo many venerable 
names in the foperfcription of your letters, to do me 
.honour, and flatter your own paffion, blot them out, 
ind place in their ftead thofe of a Murtherer,.a :Vil­
lain, an Enemy, who has confpired againft your hon­
our, troubled your quiet, and betrayed yo11r innocence. 
You would have perifheJ ~hro' my means., b11t by an 
extraordinary act of grace, which that you might 
he Caved, has thrown me down in ~e middle; of my 
courfe. 

This is the jdea that you ought to have of a fagi­
tive, who endeavours to'deprive you of the hope of 
feeing him any more. But when love has once been 
fincere, t.o,v ciifficult itis to determine to love no more? 
'ris a thoufand times more eafy to renounce the worl.d 
than love. I hate this deceitfal faithlefs world; I 
think no more of it; but my heart, ftill wandering, 
will eternally make me.feel the anguilh of having loll: 
you, in fpileof all the convi&ions of my underftanding • 

.jp the .rne-1n time thg' l i\\011\d. \:ie \o 1:.1;,-Nud.\'f as to 
tO:.\'!.~~ 
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ntraa what you have read, do not fuiFer me to offer 
myfelf to your thoughts bat un_der this lail notion. 
Remember my laft endeavours were to feduce your 
heart. You periilied by my means, and I with you. 
The fame wavea fwallowed u, both up. We waited 
for death with indifference, aml the fame death J.iad 
carried us headlong to the fame punithmenta. But 
Providence has turned off this blow, and our lhip­
wteck has thrown us into an haven. There are fome 
whom the mercy of God faves by a81.iaion1. Let my 
falvation be the fruit of -your prayers ! let me owe it 
to your tears, or exemplary holinefs ! Tho' my heart, 
Lord ! be filled with the Jove of one of thy creatures, 
thy hand can, when it pleafes, draw out of it thofe 
ideas which fill its whole capacity. To Jove Htloi,ft 
truly is to leave her entirely to that qaiet which re­
tirement 11nd virtae afford. I have refolved it: this 
letter lhall be my laft faalt. Adieu. 

If I die here, I will give orders that my body be 
carried to the houfe of the P•r1ulttt. • You lbtll fee 
me in that condition ; not to demand teara from you, 
it will then be too late; weep rather for me now, to 
cxting.uith that fire wh_ich bums me. You ihall fee 
me, to ftrengthen your piety by the horror of thi1car­
cafe; and my death, then more eloquent than I can 
be, will tell you what you Jo-ve when you love a man. 
l hope you will be cQJltented, when you have finilhed 
this mortal life, to be buriet! near me. You cold 
athes need then fear nothing, and my tomb will, by 
that means, be mor~ rich and more regowncd. 
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ln the followi'!g ~tter tlac: paaoa of He/.iji br.e~. 
out with more violence than over. Tbatwhich fhc 
had ri:£eivod• from ~J, inftcad q{ fortifying; hor. 

. re('!lutiqn~ ferved only to·r~i~ ia her. ~Qry a~ 
their pail endearmc:nta-aad mufort11J1C-t- W 1th th~ 
impr11Bio11 •fbe writ.ell agaia i;q ltcr.hufba_nd; and.ap~ 

_ pears now, not (o much in the c~r of a_Reli•. 
gious, ftriving- with dte- remain, of her- former 
w~a:k,nefs, u in that of an- unbappJ woman.. ah~• 
donecf to all the· tranfport o( hn,e ud.dcfpair. . 

To. AJ,,ura. her woH• bolOlllld .in Chr.iit Jefos, fro'-
H,loift, hia.wcll-bcJOftd:inthc fame ChriilJcfus. 

J :Read· the letter J:rec:ei.-ed-from- yoa wit~ abandanm,; 
-of impatience. In fpite< of all my nria.fom1nes, I Ito. 
:eed t& ind nothing in it-beficles ug11tnen-ts of comfort; 
but how ingenioua arc loTI:1rs in tormenting them­
.felves ! Judge of the ff41-UHite fenfibility .and force of 
my love by that which caafea- the grief of:my foul; I, 
was difturbed at the foperfcription.of,)IOUr letter.! why 
did you place the name of Heloifa before that of A,,. 
Jard? what means this moft cruel and unjull: diftinc­
tjon ? •Twas you name only; the name of Father, and 
of a Hulband, which my.eager eyes fought after. I did 
not look for 111y own, which l much rather, ifpofiible, 
forget, as being the caufe of your misfortune. The 
rules of decorum, and the charatler of Maller and Di­
reaor which you have over me, oppofed that ceremo. 

,11iou1 m1.aner of addrdling me; atu\. \.o'lt. l;.l;)W,\\\e..nd .. 

. " 
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ta you to banuh it. Alu ·i you Jcno"' all thi, but 
too well. 

Did you write thus to me before Fortnne llad ruin­
ed my hippinefe l I fee yoDr ~rt has defcrtcd me; 
and you have made greater adY&mea in the way of de­
votion than I could wifh. Alas! I am too weak to 
follow yon ; conciefcend at leaft to ftay for me, and 
animate 'me with your advice. Will you- have the 
cruelty to altandol\ me l The fear of this ftabll my 
heart : but the fearf11l prefages yon make at the lat­

. nr end of your Letter, daofe wrrible images you draw 
of your de11th, qaite tliftraas ae. Cr■el .Al,,/11rJ !· 
you ought to h&Ye ftapped my tears, •nd you make 
them flow ; yoa ought to haTe quieted the diforcler of 
my heart, and you throw me into defpair. 

You defire tlu.t after )'OUf death I fhould take care of 
your allies,: aud pay them the laft duties, Ala! in 
what temper did yoa co■ceive thefe moumfal ideas l 
and how could yo11 defcribe them to me ? Did not the 
apprehennon of caufing my prefent death mak:e the, 
pen drop frGinyoor hudl You clid not reflea, I fup­
pofe, upon all thofe·torments to which fO■ were go­
ing to deliver me. Heaven, as fnere as it has beea 
'agai1dl: me, is aot ia fo great a degree fo, aa to per­
ait me to live one moment after yom. Life without 
my AIHlarJ, is an anfapportable ranilhment, and. 
death a moil exqoifitc happinefs, i by that means I 
can be uniecd with him. ll lteavea hear.- the pray­
ers I continaally make foryoa, yoar days will be pro­
longed, and yoe will bury me. 

Is it not yoar part to prepare me, by yoar power­
ful exhortations againft tat great crifis. which fhabt 
the moll rcfolote and confirmed minds l ls it not yoar 
part to receive my laft figh1; take care of my foae­
ral, and give an account of my mannns and. faith l 
Who but you cu recommend us wortltily to Goel; and 
by the fervour and merit· of your prayers, coudua 
thofc fouls to him wlaich you hue joined to hi, •0t­
lbip by foJema coaua8a t W~ u~a. ,-t~ ~~,, •-

. ~ ~ 
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fices from y.our paternal charity. After this you wirl 
be free from thofe difq,cJietudes which now rnoleil you, 
and you will quit life with more eafe, whenever it fuall 
pleafe God to call you away. You may follow us, 
content with what you have done, and in a full affu­
rance of our happinefs: but till then, write not to me 
any fuch terrible things. A,e we not already fofii- · 
cieiuly rniferable 1 mull we aggravate our forrows 1 
Our life here is but a Janguithing death 1 will yo11 
haften it i Our prefent difgrace, are fuflicient to em,­
ploy our thoughts continually, and ihall we feek new 
arguments of grief in futurities 1 How void of reafon 
are men, faid Seneca, to make diftant evils prefent by 
tellet\ion, and to take pains before death to lofe all 
the comforts of life 1 

. When you have finiihed your courfe here below, 
you fay it it your defire that your body be carried to 
the houfe of the Paracltte, to the intent that, being 
always expofed to my eyes, you may be for· ever pre­
fcnt to my mind ; and that yonr dear body may 
fi.rengthen our piety, and animate our prayers. Can 
you think that the traces you have drawn in my heart 
can ever be wern out? or that any length of time can 
obliterate the memory we have here of your benefits, 
And what time /hall I find for thofe prayers you fpeak 
of? Alas ! I .!hall then be filled with other cares. Can 
fo heavy a midortune leave me a moment's quiet? 
cao my feeble reafon refill fuch powerful alfaults 1 
When lam diil:racled and raving, (ifl dare to fay it,) 
even againll: Heaven itfc:_lf, I /hall not foften it by.my. 
prayers, but rather provoke it by my cries and reproach­
es ! But how ihould I pray! or how bear up again!t 
my grief ? l lhould be more urgent to follow you than 
tp pay you the fad ceremonies of burial. It is for yo11 
for .Ahelard, that l have refolved to live; if you are 
ravilhed from me, what ufe can I make of my mifera­
ble days} Alas! what lamentations lhould I rnak~, 
jf Heaven, by a cruel pity; lhould preferve me till that 

moment f When I but think of \'nh \-a.~ {t~an.t\On·, I 
\,a\: 
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feel all the pangs of death ; what lhall I be then, if 
I fho11ld fee this dreadful hour l Forbear, therefore, 
to infufe into my mind foch mournful thoughts, if not 
for love, at leall for pity. · 

You defire me to ~ive myfelf up to my duty, and to 
be wholly God's, to whem I am confecrated. How 
can 1 do that when you fri~hten me with apprehen­
fions that continually polfefs my mind day and night P 
When an evil threatens us, and it i1 impo.flible to 
ward it of", \Vhy do we give up our(elve1 to th«: un­
profitable fear ef it, which,i1 yet even more torment-
ing than. the evil itfelf 1 · 

What have I to hope for after this lofa of you? 
whu can confipe me to earth when Death Iha! I have ta­
ken away from me 1111 that w:u dear upon it 1 I have 
renounced without difficulty all the charms of life, 
preferving only my love, and the (ecret pleafure of 
thinking incdfantly of you, and hearing that yo11 
Jive; and yet alas! you do not 1-ive for me, and I 
dare not even Hatter myfelf with the hopes that I 
n,all ever enjoy a fight of. you more. This is the 
greateft of my afRiaions. Mercilefs Fortune! hall: 
thou not perfecuted me enough~! Thou d0ft not give 
me any refpite ? thou haft cxha11Jled all thy vengeance 
upon me, and referved thyfelf nothing whereby tho11 
mayJl appear terrible to othen. Thou haft wearied 
thyfelf in tormenting me, and others have nothing 
now to fear from thy anger. But to what purpofe doit 
thou ftill arm thyfelf againll me? The wounds l have 
already received leave no room for new ones; why 
cannot I urge thee to kill me ? or doll thou fear, 
amidll the numerous torments thou heapcll on me, 
doll thou fear that fuch a ftroke would deliver me 
from :ill 1 Therefore thou µreferveft me fo;im death, · 
in order 10 make me <lie eve~y moment. 

Dear .Ahelari, pity my defpair ! Was ever any thing 
· fo mifcrable ! .The higher you raifed me above other 

women who envied me your love, the more feniible 
am I now. of the lofs of yout hei.t\. \ -in..~ ~'1..~\,~~ '-~ 
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had defended, and proceeded to foe.Ii a pitch ·of folly 
as even to burn incenfe to. idols. Job had no enemy 
more cruel than his wife: what temptaJ:ions did he 
not bear I The evil fpirit, who had declared himfelt 
his perfecutor, employed a womatt as ~n inll:rument to 
fllalte his conftancy; and the filme evil fpirit made 
Htioiji an inftrument to ruin A•tlarti! All the poor 
comfort I have is, that I am not the voJuntary caufe 
of your misfortune. I have not betrayed you; but 
my confiancy and love ha\'e been deftrultive to you. 
If I have committed a crime in having loved you with 
conftancy, I fuall never be able to repent of that 
crime. Jndeed I gave myfelfup too 'much to the cap­
tivity of thofe foft errors into which my riling paiion 
feduced me. I have endeavoured to pleafe you even 
at the expence of my virtue, and therefore defe_rve 
thofe pains I feel. My guilty tranfporu could not 
-but have a tragical end. As foon as l was perf11aded 
of your love, alas! I fcarce delaY.ed a moment, refign­
ing myfelf to all your proteftations. To be beloved 
by .Abelard was, in my efieem, too much glory, and I 
too impatiently defired it not to believe' it imme­
diately. I endeavoured at nothing but convincing 

· you of my utmoll paffion. I made no ufe of thofe 
defences of difdain and honour; thofe enemies of 
pleafure which tyrannize over our fex, made in me 

. but a weak and unprofitable refiftance. I facrificed 
all to my love, and I forced my duty to give place to 
the ambition of making happy the moft gallant and 
learned perfon of the age. if any confideration had 
been able to ftop me, it would have been without 
doubt the intereft of my love. I feared, left having 
nothing further for yo11 to defire, your paiion might 
become languid, and you ~ight !eek for new plea­
fures in fome pew conqueft. But it waa eafy for yrn1 
to cure me of a fufpiclon fo oppofite to my own in­
clination. I ought to have forfeen other more certain 
evils, and to have confidered, that -the idea of loft en-

j:Jymen ts would be the troub\c oi U\'j ~\\~\'- \'-{~. \\l:l.~ 
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.• How happy lhould I be could I walh out with my 
tear, the memory of thofe pleafures which yet I think 
ef with delight l At leaft I will exert fome generou1 
endeavour, and, by fmothering in my heart thof~ 
defires to which the frailty of my nature may give 
birth., I will exercife torments upon myfelf, like 
thofe the rage of your enemies has made yo1.1 fuf'er. 
I will endeavour by that 111eans to fatisfy you at 
leatl, if I cannot appcafe an angry God, For, 
to lhow you what a deplorable condition I am in, 
and how far my repentance is from being available, I 
dare even accufe Heaven every moment of cruelty for 
delivering you into thofe fnares which were prepared 
for you. My repinings kindle the divine wratla, when 
I lhould endeavour to draw down mercy • . 

In order to expiate a crime, it is not fufficient that 
we bear the punilhment; whatever we foffer is ac­
counted as nothing, if the paffions ftill continue, and 
the heart ia inflamed with the fame defires . It is an 
eafy matter 'to confr.fs a weaknefs, and to infli~ fomc 
punifhment upon ourfelves; but it is the !aft violence 
to our nature to extinguilh the memory of pleafurcs 
which, by a fweet habit, have gain~d abfolute polfef­
fion of our 111inds. How many perfons do we obferve 
who make an outward confeffion of their faults, yet, 
f;,.r from being afflided for them, take a new pleafure 
in the relating them,. Bitternefs of heart ought to 
accompany the confeffion of the mo11th1 yet that very 
rarely happen,. I, who have experienced fo many 
.pleafures in loving you, feel, in fpite of my/elf that I · 
cannot repent of them, nor forbear enjoying them 
ove_r again as much as is poffible, by recollecting them 
in my memory. Whatever endeavours I ufe, on what­
ever tide I turn Jlle, the fweet idea ftill purfues me 
and .every objea brings to my mind what I ought to 
forget. During the frill night, when my heart ought 
to be in quiet in the midft of flcep, which fufpends 
the grcateit difturbance,, I cannot avoid thofc: illu.-
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fions my heart entertains. I think I am tlill with mJ 
dear Ah,lard. I fee him, I fpeak to him, and hellF 
him anfwer. Charmed .with each other, we quit our 
philofophic il:udies to entertain ourfelves with our paf. 
fion. Sometimes, too, J feem to be a witnefs of the 
bloody enterprife of your enemies ; I oppofe their 
fury; I /ill our apartment with fenful cries, and in a 
moment I wake in tears. Even in holy places be­
fore the altar J carry with me the me~ory of our guil­
ty loves. They are my whole bufinefs, and, far from· 
lamenting for having been feduced, I figh for haYing 
loll: them. 

I remember (for nothing is forgot by lover.) the 
time and place in which you firll declared your love 
to me, and fwore you would love me till death. 
Your words, your oaths, are all deeply graven in 
my heart. The diforder of my difcourfe difcovers to 
every one the trouble of my mind. My fighs betray 
me; and your name is continually in my mouth. When 
I am in this condition, why doll: not thou, 0 Lord, 
pity my weaknefs, and firengthen me by thy grace ? 
You are happy, Ahelard; this grace ha» prevented 
you ; and yoar misfortune has been the occafion of 
your finding refl: •. The punilhment of your body has 
cured the deadly wounds of your foul. The ternpell: 
has driven you into the haven. God who feemed to 
lay his hand heavily upon you, fought only to help 
you : he is a father challifing, and not an enemy re­
venging; a wife phyfician, putting you lo fome pain 
in order to pre'ferve your life. I am a thoufand times 
more to be lamented than you ; I have a thoufand 
paffions tocomhat with. I mullrefill thofe fires which 
Jove kindles in .a young heart. Our fex is nothing 
but weaknefs, and I have the greater difficulty to de­
fend rnyfelf, becaufe the enemy that attacks me plea­
fcs. I dote on the danger which threatens me, how 
then can I avoid falling? 

Jn the midll of theft: ftruggles T endeavour a; leall 
tt> conce.il niy w~knef, f[om 1.'n.~{" 1~~ \\.~~\:. \:.~";.ni(­
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tcd to my care. All who are about me admired my vir­
tae, but could their eyes penetrate into my heart, what 
wo,J!d they not difcover 1 My paffions there are in a 
rebellion; I prefide over Qthers, but cannot rule my­
felf. I have but a falfe covering, and this feeming 
virtue is a real vice. Men ~udge me praife-worthy, 
but I am guilty before God, from whofe all-feeing 
eye nothing is hid, and who views, through all their 
foldings, the fecrets of all hearts. I caanot efcape 
his difcovery. · And yet it is a great deal to me to 
maintain even this appearance of virtue. This trou­
bldome hypocrify is in fome fort commendable. I 
give no fcandal to the world, which is fo eafy to take 

. bad impreffions. I do not -Otake the virtue of thefe· 
feeb{e ones who are under my condua. With my 
heart full of the Jove of man, I exhort them at leaft•· 
to love only God: charmed with the pomp of world..­
ly pleafures, I endeavour to fhow them that they ar~ 
all deceit an<l vanity. I have juft ftrength enough to 
conceal frgm them my inclinations, and I look upon 
that as a powerful effecl of grace. If it is not fufficient 
to make me embrace virtue, it is enough to keep me 
from committing fin. 

And yet it is in vain to endeavour to feparate thofe 
two ~hings. They mull be g11ilty who merit nothing; . 
and they depart from virtue who delay to ·approach it. 
Befides, we ought to have no other· motive than the 
love of God. Alas! what can I then hope for 1 I 
own, to my confufion, I fear more the offending of 
man than 1he provoking of God, and ftudy lef1 ta 
pleafe him than you: Yes, it was your command on­
ly, and not a fincere vocation, as is imagined, that 
{hut me up in thefe cloifiers. I fought to give you 
eafe, and not to fanclify myfelf. How unhappy am I? 
I tear myfclf from all that pleafes me 1 l bury myfelf 
here a:live, I exercife my fclfinthe moll rigid fallings; 
and Cuch feverities as cruel laws impofe on us; I feed 
myfolf with tears and fol'C'ows J and, notwithltanding 
1hi,, I defcrve nothing for a\l \\w. \\i.tll.~'\\l" \. ~~1&,.,.~. • 
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My falfe piety has long deceived you as wdl as others. 
You haves thought me eafy, and yet I was more diftur­
bed than ever. Yo11 perfoaded yourfelf I was wholly 
takeA up with my duty, yet I had no bufinefs but love. 
Under this miftake you defire my prayen; alas! I 
muft expect:. your's. Do not prefume upon my virtue 
a11d my care. I am wavering, and you_ muft fix me 
by your advice. I am yet feeble, yon maft futlain· and 
guide me by yeur counfel. 

What occafion had you to prai{e me ? prai{e is Qf. 
ten hurtful to thofe on whom it is beftowed. A fe. 
cret vanity fpring, up in the heart, ~lind1 us, and con­
teals from us wounds that are ill cured. A feducer 
flatters us, and at the fame time, aims at our dellruc­
tion. A fincere friend. difguifes nothing from us, and 
from paffing a· light hand over the wound, makes us 
feel it the mores intenfely, by applying ·remedies. 
Why do you not deal after this manner with me 1 
Will you be elleemed a bafe dangerous fla\terer; or, if 
you chance to fee any thing commendable in me, have 
you no fear that vanity, which is fo natural to all 
women, fhould q11ite efface it? but let us not judge of 
'\'irtue by eutward appearances, for then the repro­
bates as well as the cled may lay claim to it. An 
artful impofl:or may, by his addref1 gain more admi-
ration than the true zeal of. a faint. ' 

The heart of man is a labyrinth, whofe windings 
are very_ difficult to be difcovered. The praifes you 
give me are the more dangerous, in regard that I love 
the perfon who gives them. The more I defire to 
pleafe you, the rudier am I to believe all the merit 
you attribute to me. Ah, think rather how to fup­
port my weaknefi'es- by wholefome remonftrances ! Be: 
r3ther fearful than confident ofmy falvation : fay our 
virtue is fo1rnded. upon weaknefs, and that thofe only 
will be crowned who have fought with the greateft dif 
ficulties: but I feek not for that crown which is the 
reward of vit\ory, I am content to avold only the 

danger. It is eafier to keep Q\t \\\an. \Q 'fli\\ a battle. 
'"\:\\,:.\<:, 
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There are feveral degrees in glory, ari!l t am not am­
bitious of the highefi: ; thofe I leave to fouls of great 
courage, who have been often vi6:orious, I feek not 
to conquer, out of fear Jell I lh011ld be overcome. 
Happy enough, if I can efcape lhipwreck, and at !all: 
gain the port. Heaven commands me to renounce 
that fatal paffion which unites me to you; but oh ! 
my heart will never be able to confent to it. Adieu. 

L E T 'I' ·E. R .V. 

HE L O I S E 1, A B E L AR D. 

11,loift !,ad been dangeroufiy ill at the Convent of the 
Paraclell: immediately upon her recovery fhe wrote 
this Letter. to Ahelard. She feems now to have 
difengaged hcrfclf from him, and to have refolved 
to think of nothing but repentance; yet difcovers 
fome emotions, which mnke it doubtful whether da­
vo_tion had entirely tri11mphed over her pallion, 

D E A tl .A!J,lard, you expea, perhaps, that I 
fhould accufe you of negligence. You have not anf­
wered myJall letter I and t_hanks to Heaven, in the 
condition .I now am, it is a hap.pinefs tu me that you 
fhow fo much infenlibility for the fatal paffion which 
had ene:ag-ed me tri you. At !aft Ahelard, you have 
loll Heloifa, for ever. Notwith!landing all the oaths 
I made to think of nothing b11t you onlyi and to be 
entertained with nothing but you, I have banilhed 
you from my thoughts, I have forgot you. Thou 
charming idea of a lover I once adored, thou wilt no 
more be my happincf1 ! Dear image of Atelari ! tho11 
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wilt no more follow me every where; I will no more 
remembtr thee. 0 celebrated merit of a man, who, • 
in fpite of his enemies is the wonder of his age! 0 
enchanting pleafures, to which ·noloifa entirely refign-
e<l herfrlf, you, you have been my tormentors! I con­
fefs .Al,e/urd, without a blulh, my infidelity; let my 
inconllancy teach the world t}ia·t there i, no depending 
t1pon the prcmifes of women; they are all fobjetl: tO 
change. This troubles you, .Ahelard; this news, 
without doubt, furprifes you ; you could never ima­
gine Heloift, fhould be ineonfiant. She was prejudiced 
by fo lhong an inclination to you, that you cannot 
conceive how time could alter it. B11t be undeceived; 
I am going todifcover to you my falfenefs, though in­
fiead of reproaching me, I perfuade myfelf you will 
fhed tears of joy. When I fhall have told you what 
rival ha,h ravilhed my heart fJOm you, you will praife 
my inconfiancy, and will pray this rival to fix it. By 
this you may judge that it is God alone that takes 
Heloift from you. Yes, my dear .Ah/,m/, he gives my 
mind that tranquillity which a quick remembrance of 
our misfortunes would not fu:fer me to enjoy. Jull 
Heaven! what other rival could 'take me from you 1 
Could you imagine it poffible for any mortal to blot 
you from my heart! Could you think me guilty of 
facrilicing I.he virtuous and learned .lhel.rJ to any 
otl1er but w God 1 No, I believe you· have done me 
jufiice in this p9int. I quellion not but you are im­
patient to know what means God ufed to accomplifl1 
fo great an t'nd ; I will tell you, and wonder at the 
fecret ways of Providence. Some few days after yo11 
fent me your !aft letter J fell dangeroufiy ill ; the phy­
ficians gave me over; and I expected certain death. 
Then it was that my paffion, which always before 
feemed innocent, appeared criminal to me. My me­
mory reprefented faithfully to me all the paft aclions 
1>f my life, and I confefs to you my love was t~e only 
pain I felt. Death which till then I had always 
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c~nfidered as at a difiance, now prcfented itfelf to me 
fuch as it appears to finners. I began to dread the 
wrath .of God, now I was going to experience it ; and 
I repented I had made no better ufe of his grace. 
Thofe tender letters I have wrote to you, and thofe 
pallfonate converfations I have had with you, gave me 
as much pain now as they formerly dig pleafure. 
Ah! miferable Heloife, faid I, if it is a crime to give 
one's· fclf up to foch foft tranfports. and if after thi~. 
life is ended puni!hment certainly follows them, why 
didft thou not refill: fo dangerous an inclination ~ 
Think on the tortures that are prepared for thee; 
confider with terror that fiore of torments, and recol-· 
)eel: at the fame time thofe pleafures which thy delup 
ded foul thought fo entrancing. Ah! p.urfued I, doll: 
thou not almott defpair for having rioted i11 foch falfe 
pleafore? In lhort, .Abelllrd, imagine aU the remorfe 
of mind I fuffered, and you will not be atl:o11ilhed at 
my change. ·. · · · · 

Solitude is infupportable to a mind which is not 
eafy, its trogbles increafe in the midfi of filence, and· 
retirement heighten, them. Since l have been fiiut up 
within thefe walls, I have done nothing but wept for 
our misfortunes. This cloifier has refounded with 
my cries, and like a ~retch condemned to eternal fla­
very, I have worn out my days in grief and fighing. 

· lnficad of ful~lling God's merciful defign upon me, I 
have offended him ; I have looked upon this facred 
refuge like a frightful prifon, and have borne with un­
willingnefs the yoke of the Lord. Inftead of fanaify­
ing myfelf by a lif~ of penitence, I hl\Ve confirmed 
my reprobation. What a fatal wandering! But Ahe­
lard, 1 have torn off the bandage which bliude<i me, 
and if I dare reJy upon the emotions which I have felt, 
I have mad·e myfelt worthy of your efteem. You are 
no more that amorous Abelard, who, to gain a private 
converfation with me by night, uled incelfantly to con­
trive new ways to dec«ive th~ vigilance of ou~ obier-
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vers. The misfortune, which happened to yoq afteP 
fo many happy momenis, gave yo11 a horror for vi<:e, 
and you inftantly confecrated the reft of your days to 
virtue and feemed to fubmit to this neceility willitigly. 
I indeed, more tender than you, and more feofible of 
foft pleafures, bore this 111isfortune with extreme im­
pa'tience. You have heard my exclamation• againlt 
your enemies; you have feen my whole refentment iq 
Jhofe Letters I wrote to you; it was this, without 
do~bt, which deprived me of the efteem of my A•1-
lara. You were alarmed at my tranfport~, aod if yoq 
"ill confefs the truth, yo111, perhaps, defpaired of my 
falvation. You could not forefee that }leloif, wo,dcl 
conquer fo reignin& a paffion ; but yc,u have been de­
ceived, 4helar4; my weaknefs, when fupportcd by 
grace, bath not hindered me from obtaining a complete 
vidory. Rellore me, then, to your good opinion, 
your own piety ought to folicit you to this. 

But what fecret trouble rifes in my foul, what un­
thought-of motion oppofes .the rcfolution l formed of 
:fighing no more for Ahelar41 J ull Heaven ! have I not 
yet triumphed over my love? Unhappy H,loij, ! as 
Jong as thou draweft a breath it is decreed thou mu~ 
Jove Alu(ar4: weep unfortunate wr~tch that tho11 a.rt, 
thou never had a more jult occafion'. Now I ought 
to die with grief. Grace had overtaken me. and l 
had promifed to be faithful to it, but I now perjure 
myfelf, and {4crifice even grace to .llh,larff. This f11-
crilegious ·facri fice fills up the 111eafure of -my in iq ui­
ties. After this can I hope God lhould open to me 
the treafures of his mercy 1 H~ve I not tired out his 
forgivenefs ? I began to offend him from the moment 
I firfi faw ,'1/,,lart(; an unhappy fympathy engaged 
us both in a criminal commerce; and God raifed us 
up an enemy to teparate us. l lament and hate the: 
:piisfortune which hath lighted upon us and adore: the 
caufe. Ah! I ought rather to explain this .accident 
;u t.he (ecret ordinaace of Heaven, which ~ifanproved 
•. E.~ 
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of our engagement. and appl)' mrfeJf to e.xtirpllte my 
paffion. How much better were it entirely to forgec 
the Qbje~ of it, \han to proferve the memtlry of it, fo 
fatal to the quiet of 111y life and fa! vation i' Gro&t Godt 
fuall .JIJeiarti always po{r,:.f$ l\lY thoughts i can I nc;­
ver free myfelf from tho(e chins ~hic'1 bind 1,11e to 
him 1 But, perhaps. I aro 1o1nrc:ifonably af•ai4~ vittQiC 
direcb all ID/ m.;tions, and r:,ey are aU fuhjea to grace. 
fear no more, dear AbeitJrd; 1 havo no longer any o·I 
thofe fentime1m which, bcini defcribed in my L,,­
ltr1, have occ41,ftoned you (o m11ch trvu bic. I will ~Q 
more endeavour, by tile relation of rhofe pleafiuea 
our l)ew- born paffi,i..'\ gave us, to awaken that c,iminal 
fondnefs you may hive for me:; l f·ee you from all 
your oarbs ; foriet the names of L"ver and hutbancl, 
b.ut ke•p always that of f.tthcr. 1 ::icpecl: no mon; 
from yo1,1 thofe tender pro~ell"tions, and thofe lettera 
(o proper te keep up the commerce of love. I dei­
manJ nothing of you but fpifitual advice and wholc;­
fome dire&ions. The pa.eh ufholinefs, howev~r thorny 
it may be, will yet api>ear agreeab!e when I walk i11 
your ileps, You wili always find me ready to follow 
yoq. l fii.all rea.d witi1 more pleafure the lc;uers i(l 
,vh.ich yo1& (hall defcribe to qie the a.dvantaies Qf vir­
tue than ever I diJ thofc by which you fo artf1lily ip .. 
~illed the fatal poifon of o 11r paffion. Y 011 canitot 
now be filc11t without a crime. Wnen I wa, p~tfe.ffcd 
with fo violent a love, and p.rdfed yoq fo earne.ftly to 
wr\te to me, how many letters did I fend you befor• 
I could obtain one from yo11 l You denied me in JllY 
mifery the on,y comfort which 111as left me, qecaufo 
you thougiit it pernicioqs. You endeavol,lr~4 by fc­
vcrities to force me to forget you ; nor can l blame 
rou; biit now you have nothing to fear. A luc~y 
difeafe which providence feemed to have chaftifed me 
with for my fanclification, bath done what all human 
effort~, and your cnselty in vain attempted. I fee 
now t~c vanity of that happinefs which Wll had fet our 
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b_earts upon, as if we were never to have loft it. What•. 
fears, what uneafinefs, have we been obliged·to fuf.,. 
fer! 

:. No, Lord,. there is no pleafare qpon earth but that 
which virtue gives ! The heart, amidfl:· all worldly 
delights, feels a fting; it is u·neafy and retuefs till fix­
ed on thee. What have I not fuffered, A6,/.,-J, while 
I liept alive in my retirement thofe fires which ruined 
me in the world? I faw with horror the walls which 
forro•Jnded me ; the hours feemed as fong as years. 
I repented a .thoufand times the having buried myfclf 
here ; but fince grace )us opened my eyes aJI the 
fcene is changed. Solitude looks charmiug. and the 
tranquillity which I behold here enters my very heart. 
In the fati6fatlion of doing my duty I feel a pleafure 
above all that riches, pomp, or fenfuality~ could af• _­
ford. My quiet has indeed coft me dear;" I· have 
bought it even at the price of my love i I have offer­
ed a violent facrifice, and which fee~ed aboYe my 
power. I have torn you from my heart; and, be not 
Jealous, God reigns there in your ftead, who ought 
always to have .l'olfeffed it entire. B~ content with 
having a place m my mind, which you fhall never 
lofe ; I fhall ahvaya take a fecret pleature in thinking, 
of you and efteem it a glory to obey thofe rules yo11t 
fliall give me. · 

This very mo~ent I receive a letter ·from you : I 
will read it, and anfwer it immediately. You lhalt 
fee, by my exach1efs in writing to you, that you are 
always dear to me.-¥ ou very obligingly reproach me 
for delaying fo long to write you any new~ ; my ill­
nefs mull: excufe that. I omit no opportunities of 
giving you marks of my remembrance. I thank you 
for the uneafinefs you fay my filence caufed yo,i, and 
the kind fears you exprefa concerning my health. 
You~•s, you tell me is but weakly, and you thought 
lately you fhould have died. With what indifference, 
cruel mall! do you acquaint me with a thing fo cer-

tail\ 
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tain to affli"a me ? I told you in my former letter how 
unhappy I fhould be if you died ; and if you loved 
me, you would moderate the rigour of your aiaftere 
life. I reprefented to you the occafion I had for your 
advice, and confequendy, the reafon there was you 
fhoitld take care-of yourfelf. But I will not tire you 
with the repetition of the fame thing. ro• de/ire td 
not Id forgtt .1"" in .1our pr11.1trs. Ah ! dear Abelard, 
you may depend npon the zeal of this fociety; it is 
devoted to you, and you canaot juftly charie it with 
forgetfolnefs. You are our father, we your children; 
you are our guide, and we rengn ourfelYes with aifo­
rance in yo•Jr piety. We impofe no pennanceon OUT•. 

felves but what you recommend, left · we fhould ra.; 
ther follow an indifcreet zeal than folid virtue. In a 
word, nothing is thought rightly done if without .A/Je~ 
lard's approbation. You inform me of one thing that 
perplexes me, that you have heard that fomc of our 
fillers gave bad examples, and that there is a general 
loofcnefs amongft them. Ought thia to feem ftrange 
to you, who know how monafleries arc filled now-a­
days 1 Do fathers confolt the inclinations of their 
children when they fettle them! Arc not intereil and 
policy their only rules 1 This is the rcafon that mona­
fteries are often filled with thofe who arc a fcandal to 
the~. But I conjure you t9 tell me what arc their­
regularities yoo have heard of, and to teach me a 
proper remedy for them. I have not yet obfcrved 
that loofenefs you mention ; when I have, I will take 
due care. I walk my ro11nds every night, and inake 
thole I catch abroad return to their chambers; for I 
remember all the adventures which happened in the 
monalleries near Paris. Yeu end your letter with. a 
general deploring of your unhappi!1efs, an~ wi.lh for 
death as the end of a troublefome hfe. Is 1t poffible 
a genius fo great as yours fhould never get above his· 
pall misfortiines ? What would the world fay Olould 
,hey read your letters as I d• ? wo1rl<l thc1 ~~~~~t... · 

~ 
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the noble moti~ of your retirement, or not rather 
think you had ihut yourfelfuponly to lament the con­
dition to which my uncle'• revenge had reduced-yo!l P 
Wl,at would your young pupils {ay who came fo far 
to J.iear yc,u, and prefer your fevere le&ures to the 
fofrnefs of a worldly life; if they ihould fee you f•~ 
cretly a !lave to your paffions, and (enfible of alI thofe 
Wt'aknl'Jfos from whic,h your rules can fet:ure them ? 
'rhis .,fh,l,mi they fo much admire, this gre,.t perfon­
age which guides tlrem, would lofe his fame, and be­
come the fcorn of his pupils. If thefe re-afons are 
not fufficient te give you conllancy in your misfor­
tunes, call your eyes upon me, and admire iny rcfo­
lution of {hutting myfelf up by yout example. I 
was young when we were fcparated, and (if I dare be­
lieve what you were always telling me) worthy of any 
gentleman's affc8.ion!, If I had lol'ed nodiing in 
A/,e"1rti but fcnfoal pleafure, a thoufarid agreeable 
young men might have comforted me upon my 10(1 
of him. You know what I have done; excufe me 
therefore from repeating it. Think of thofe a1ftiran­
ces I gave you of loving you with the utmoft tender-
11efs. I dried your tears with kilres ; and becaufc you 
were lefs powerful I became lefs referved. Ah i if 
you had loved with delicacy the oaths I. made, th~ 
tranfports I accompanied them with, the innocent ca­
refi'es I profufely gave yon, all this, fu,re, might have 
comforted you, Had you obfcrved me to grow by 
degrees indifferent to you, you might have had rea,. 
fon to defpair; but you never received greater marks 
of my pafiion than after that cruel revenge upoll 
you. 

Let me fee no more in your letters, de_ar .AhelarJ, 
fuch murmurs againfl: F'ortune; you are not the only 
one lhe has perfecutcd, and yo11 ought to forget her 
outrages. What a fuame is it for a philofopher not 
to be comforted for an a.:cident which might happen 
to any man! Govern yourfelf by my example. I was 
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born with violent paffions; I daily ftrive wi~h the 
rnoft tender emotions, and glory in triumphing and 
fubjeclinJ them to reafon .. Muft a weak mind fortify 
one that 1s fo much fuperior? But whither am I tran. 
fported? Is this difq,urfe direcled to my dear Ahelard? 
one that praclifes all thofe virtues he teaches? If you 
complain of Fortune, it is not fo'much that you feel 
her ftrokes_. as that yo11 cannot fbow your enemies how 
m11ch to blame they were ·in attempting to hurt you. 
Leave them, .Al,e/ard, to exhauft their malice, and 
continue to charm your auditors. Difcover thofe trea­
fures of learning Heaven feems to have refcrved for 
you : your enemies, ftruck with the fplendour of your 
reafomng, will do you jufiice. How happy fhould I 
be could I fee all the world as entirely pe-rfuaded of 
your probity as I am! Your learning is allowed by all 
the world ; your greatell: enemies confefs you are is:­
norant of nolhing that the mind of man is capable of 
knowing. 

My dear hulband ! (this is the !aft time I lhall ufe 
that exprellion) fhall I never fe·e you :igain? fhall I 
never have the pleafure of embracing you before death? 
What dotl: thou fay, wretched Heloifa? doll: thou know 
what thou deftreft? Canft thou behold thofe lo\lely 
eyes without recollecl:ing thofe amorous glances which 
have. been fo fatal to thee ? canft tliou view that ma­
Jeftic air of Ah,/ard without entertaining a jealoufy of 
every one that fees fo charming a man? that mouth, 
which cannot be looked upon without delire? In lhort 
all the perfon of Al,elard cannot be viewed by any wo­
man without danger. Defire therefore no m~re to fee 
Ahelard. If the memory of him has caufed thee lo 
much trouble, Heloifa, what will not hi~ prefence do? 
what dcfire5 will it not excite in thy foul ? how will it 
be poffible for thee to keep thy reafon at the light of 
f.J amiable a man? I will own to you what mak~s the 
greatell pleafure l have in my retirement.: After ha­
ving palf.:J the day in thinking of you, full of the 
dear idea, I give: myfclf up at niih.1. \I;) \\t:.t:.';!- ''i:.\-..,_,..__ 

Q._ ......... 
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ii !s that Htloift, who dares not withou~ trembling 
thrnk of you by day, refigns herfelf cnurely to the 
pleafure of hearing you and fpeaking to you. I fee 
ypu, Al1tlaril, an_d glut my eyes with the light. Some­
t,mes you elJterta:in me with the fiory of your fecret 
troubles and grievances, ano. t:reate in me a fennble 
forrow ; fomi:ti.!Jtes forgettin'jt the perperoal obftaclcs 
to our dcfire,, you prefs me to biake you happy, and 
I eafily yic"JJ ~o your tranfports. Sleep gives yoli 
what your enemies rage has deprived you of; and 
oar fo•1ls, animated with the fame paffio~, arc fenfible 
o_f the fame pleafure. But, oh! you delightful illu­
ftou, foft errors, how foon do you vanifit away! At 
my awaking I open my eyes and fee no A6,lartl; I 
ilretch out my arm to take hold of him, but he is not 
there; I call him, lie hears tne n<n: What a fool ani 
I to tell you my dreams, who are fenlible of thefe plca­
fore, ? But do you, 11h,lard, never fee H,loift in your 
fleep ? how does fhe appear to you? do you entertain 
her with the fame language as formerly when F.ulbert 
com~itted bet to your care? when you awake arc yo11 
pleafed or furry 1. Pardon me; Ahtlarti, pardon a mif­
taken lover. I mull no more expea that vivacity front 
you which once aniaiated all your acl:ions. 'Tis no 
more time to require from you a p~rfea correfpondcncc= 
of deftres. We have bound ourfelvea to feiere aufte• 
rities, and muft follow them; let them coll us ever fo 
dear. Let us think of our duties in thefe rigours, 
and make a good ufe of that neceffity which keeps us 
ieparate. You Ah1/11ril, will happily fi.nifit your 
courfe; your defires and ambition wiUbe RO obfiacles 
io your f .. Jvation. H1loift only maft lament, fite- only 
muft weep, without being certili,i whether all her tears 
will be available or not to her fa:.lvation. · 

·1 had like to have ended my letter without ac­
quainting you with what happened here a few days 
ago. A young nun, who wa_s one of thofe who are 
forced to take up with a convent without any examina-

. Njn' Wb"ecb,r it will fait wi.\h \\\.1;i.t \.'-m~""" ~,: not, it 
. ~, 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



ff.tL O IS B ~· 4 B Ii _J:. All I). II~ . 

J>y a ll:ratagem I knew nothing of, efcaped, and. as 
they fayi fled with a young gentleman fue was in love 
with into England. I have ordered all 'tile ho0ufe to 
conceal the matter. Ah, .Ah,/a1'fi ! if you were near 
us t~efe diforders 'fOUld not happen. All the lifters, 
charmed with feeing and hearing you, would think of 
nothing but praelifing your rules and direttions. Th~ 
young nun had never formed fo criminal a defign aa 
that cf breaking her vows, had you been at our head 
to exhort us to live holily. · If yout eyes were witne1fes 
of our aaions, they would pe innocent: When we 
flipt, you would lift us up, and efl:ablifu us ·by your 
counfels; we fuould inarcli with fore ftep, in ihe 
rough paths of virtue •. I begin JO perceive; Ah,lard, 
tbat 1 take too much pleafure· in writing to you. ·1 
ought to burn my letter. It ihows you I am ftili en-.• 
gaged in a deep paffion for you, though at the be..: 
ginning of _it I defig11~d to perfuade yoll of t~~ con.,. 
ftary. · I am fenfible of the motioni'both of grace and 

· paffion, ana by turns yield ·to each.·· Have pity; 
Ahelard, of the condition to whic'h you have brought' 
ine, and make, in fome meafure, the latter days of 
iny life as quiet as the firft have beel\ uneafy aa.f, 
~~1\urbed. · • · · · ·· .'1. 
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AkurJ, having at laft conquered the remains of hi1 
unhappy paffion, had determined to put an end to 
fo dangerous a correfpondence as that between 
Htloift and himfelf. The following Letter there­
fore, though written with no lefs concern tha11 
his former, is free from mixtures of a worldly 
paffion, and i~ full of the warmeli feDtimenta of 
piety, and the moil: moving exhortations. · 

W RITE nlil more to me, Heloifi; write no more 
to me ; it is a time to end a commerce whic;h makes 
our mortifications of no advantaie to us. We reti­
red from the world to fanEtify ourfelves; and by a 
ccmducl direflly contrary to Chrillian morality, we 
become odious to Je[us Chrill. Let us ·no more de­
ceive ourfelves ; by flattering ourfelves with the re­
membrance of our pall pleafures, we lhall make our 
lives troublcfome, and we lhall be incapable of relilh­
ing the fweets of folitude. Let us make a good ufe 
of our aufterities, and no longer preferve the ideas of 
our crimes amongft the feveritiea of penitence. Let 
a mortification of body and mind, a flrick fafting, con­
tinual folitude, profound and holy meditations, and 
a fincere love of God, fucceed our former irregula­
rities. 

Let us try to carry relil{ious perfeclion to a very dif­
ficult point. 'Tis beautiful to find_ in Chriftianity 
minds fo difengaged from the earth, from the crea­
tures and themfelves, that they feem to aa indepen­
dently of thofe bodies they arr joined to, and to ufe 

\.\,,.t.\'JI. 
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them as their {}aves. We can never raife ourfelves to 
too great heights when God is the ob,ietl:. Be our en .. 
dcavours ever fo great, they w.ill af ways come fhort 
of reaching that exalted dignity, which even our ap­
prchenfions cannot reach. Let us aa for God's J:lo­
ry, independent of the creatures or ourfelves, withou~ 
any regard to our own defires, or the fentiments of 
others. Were we in this temper of mind, H,loifi, J 
would willingly make my abode at the P11r11det1. 
My earnell care for a houfe I have founded would 
draw a thoufanrl bleffings on it. I would i11ftrutl it 
by my words, and animate it by my example. I 
weuld watch over the lives of my fillers, aad would 
command nothing but what I myfelf would perform. 
I would direa you to pray, meditate, labour and keep 
vows of filence ! and I would myfelf pray, meditate. 
labour and be fileut. 

However, when I fpoke, it {bould be to lift you up 
when you lliould fall, to firengthen you in your weak:-· 

. ndl'es, to enlighten you in that darknefs and obfcuri­
ty which might at any time furprife you. I would 
comfort you under thofe feverities ufed by perfons of 
great virtue, I would moderate the vivacity of JOur 
zeal and p~y, anti gi¥e your virtue an even tempe­
rament. l would point out thofe duties which yo\l 
ought to know, and fati5fy you in thofe doubts whi-ch 
the weaknefs of your re:i.fon might occafion. I would. 
be your mafter and father; and. by a marvelloas ta• 
lent, I would become lively, flow, foft or fevere, ac• 
cordini to the dilferent characters of thofe I fhould 
guide m the painful path of Chriftian perfeaion, · 

But whither does my vain imagination carry me 1 
Ah ? Heloifi ! how far are we from fuch a happy 

temper ? Y c,ur heart fiill burns with that fatal fin: 
which you cannoL extinguif!a, and mine is full of trou­
ble and uneafinefs. Think not, Heloift, that I enjoy 
here a perfea peace : I wiU, for the lall time open my 
heart to you. I am not yet difengaged from "f<l"-.,. "­
Jight againfl my exceilive ten.o.ett\th i<;)t ,~\), \ "'r=-'-~ 

'i.~'\.V-
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fpite of all endeavours, the reR1aining fraility makes 
me but too fenfible of your farrows, and gives me a 
fhare in them. Your Letters have indeed moved met 
I could not read with indifference charaaers wrote by 
that dear hand. I figh, I weep, and all my reafon is , 
fcarce fuflicient to conceal my weakhefs from my pu- . 
pils. This, unhappy Heloifa ! is the miferable condi­
tion of .Alulard. The world, which generally err& in 
j ts notion, thinks I am eafy, and as if I had loved on~ 
ly in you the gratification of fenfe, imagines [ hav~ 
now forgot you ; but what a miLlake is this! People, 
indeed, did not miftake in thinking, when we fepara­
ted, that fliame and grief for having been fo cruelly 
ufed made me abandon the world. It was not. as you 
know, a fincere repentance for having offended God 
which infpired me with a defign of retiring; however, 
I confidered the accident which happened to us as a 
fecret defign of Pruvidence to punifh our crimes ; and 
only looked upon FulbP-rt as the infhumen~ of Divine 
vengeance. Grace drew me into an ajyl1U11, where l 
might yet have remained, if the rage of my enemies 
would.have permitted. f have endured all their per.:. 
fecutions, not doubting but God himfelf raifed them -
up in order to purify me. · ·· 

When he faw me perfet1ly obedient to hi~ holy wllJ, 
he permitted that J Jhould juftify my doclrin~. I made 
its purity public, andJhowed in the end that my faith 
was not only orthodox, but alfo perfecUy clear front 
e_ven the fuj picicn of novelty. . _ .. 

l lhould be happy if l had none to fear hut my ene­
mie11, and no other hinderanca to my falvation but 
their calumny: but, Holoifa, you make me tremble: 
Your Letters declare to me that you are enflaved to a 
fatal paffion ; and yet if you cannot conquer it you 
cannot be faved; and what part would you have me 
take in this cafe? Would you have me Iliffe the infpi­
rations of the Holy Ghofi l £hall I, to loathe you dry 
up thofe tears which the evil fpirit makes you lhed t 

IJ,aJJ thj.s be the truit _ of my m~diti.tions 1 No ; let 
~"-
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u§ be more firm in our re101utions. We have not re­
tired but in order to lament our fin,, and to gain hea­
ven ; let us theD refign ourfelves to God with all our 
heart. 

I know every thing in the beginnin•g is difficult, but 
it is glorious to undertake the beginning of a great 
atlion, and that glory increafes proportionably ·as the 
difficulties are mgre ccnfiderable. We ought upon 
this account to furmount bravely all obdacles which 
might hinder us in the praflice of Chrifiian virt•Je. 
In a monaftery men are proved as gold in the furnace. 
No one can continue long there unlefs he bear wor­
ihily the yoke of our Lord. 

Attempt to break thofe lbameful chains which bind 
you to the Refit ; and, if by the affifiance of grace 
you are fo happy as to accomplilh this, I in treat yo11 
tb think of rne in your prayers. • Endeavour with all 
your ftrength to be the pattern of a perfecl: Chriltian. 
It is diflicuh, I confefs, but not impoOible; and I ex­
pect this beautiful triumph from your teachable dif~ 
pofition. If your firlt endeavours prove weak, give 
riot yourfelf up to defpair; that woula be cowardice : 
betide,, I would have you informed, that you mutt" 
ricc,lfarily take great pains; becaufe you thive to cdn­
quer a terrible enemy, to extinguilh raging fire, and 
to reduce to fubjeHion your dearefr affections. You 
mull fight againll yeur own defires; be not therefore 
prelfed down with the weight of your corrupt nature : 
you have to do with a cunning adverfary, who will ufe 
all means to feduce you ; be alway~ upon your guard. 
While we live we are expofed to- temptations : this 
made a great faint fay, that. tbt who/, life if man wa.1 
a t1mptatio11. The devil, whe never fleeps, walks. 
continually around us, in order to furprife us on fome­
un~uardcd fide, and enters into our foul to dcftroy 
k 

However perfctl: any one may be, yet he may fall 
into temptations, and, perhaps, into fuch as may be 
ufeful. Neris it wondcrfu\ \\\~\ m~~ ~~• .. \~ 'M • ..;~~ , ... ~ 
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exempt from them, becaofe he bath always withia. 
himfelf tlaeir fource, coacmpifcencc. Sc:arce arc we 
dcliYtred from one temptation, but another attacks 
111. Such is the lot of the pofterity of Adam, that they 
fiJould always have fomething to foi"er, becaufe they 
hue forfeited their primitive happinefs. We vaiaJy 
flatter ourfelve1 that we fualf conquer temptations by 
81ing ; if we join not patience and humility• we fuall 
torment ourfdves to no purpofe. We fhall more cer­
tainly compaf1 our end by imploring God's affiftance 
than by ufing any means drawn from ourfeJYcs. 

Be conllant, H,loij,; truft in God, and you will fall 
into few temptations: whenever they fuall come, ftitlc 
them in their birth ; let them not take root in your 
heart. Apply remedies to a difeafe, faid an Ancient, 

· in its beginning; for when it bath gained firength 
medicine, will be unavailable. Temptation, have 
their degrees; they are at firll: mere thoughts, and do~ 
not appear dangerous ; the imagination receives them 
without any fears ; a pleafure is formed out of them; 
we paufe upon it, and at !aft we yield to it. 

Do you now, Heloif,, applat1d my dcfign pf making 
you walk in the lleps Gf the faint• 1 do my words give 
you any relifu for penitence? have you not remorfc 
for your wanderings? aod do you not wifu you coald: 
like Magdalen, wadh our Saviour's feet with your 
tears 1 If you have not thefe ardent emotions, pray 
that he would infpire them. I fhall never ceafc to 
recommend you in my prayers, and always befeech 
him to affift you in your defign of dying holily. You 
have quitted the world, and what objea wa, worthy 
to detain you there? Lift up your eyes alwars to him 
to whom you have confecrated the rell: of your dap. 
Life upon this eart~ is ~ifery. The very neceffit!es 
to which our body 1s fu bJecl. here arc matter of afli1c­
tion to a faint. Lord, faid the Roy al Prophet, d,Ji~•er 
tnt from mJ ne,rj/itits ! They are wretched who co not 
kno1v rhernfelves for fuch, and yet they arc· more 
wretched who know their m.i.{cty, -a.\\ll ~ll '\\ll~ hate the 

~Qt~~~\.\.(:)~ 
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co,rnption of the age. What fools are men to eniage 
themfelvea to earthly things! they will be undeceived 
one day, and will know but toolat~ how much they 
have been too blame in loving fuch falfe good, Perfon1 
truly pious <lo not thus miftake, t~cy are. difcngaged 
fro111 all fenfual pleafures, and ra1fe their dcu.res to 
heaven. Begin Heloif,; put your defign in execution 
without delay ; you have yet time enough to work 
out your falvation, Love Chrill, and defpife yourfelf 
for his fake. He would poifefs your heart, and be 
the fole object of your 6ghs and tears; feek for na 
comfort b11t in him. If you do not free yourfelf from 
me, yon will fall with me; but if you quit me, and, 
give up )'Ollrfelf to him, yo:i will be ftcdfaft and im­
moveable, If yo11 force the Lord to forfake you, yo11 
,viii fall into diftrcfs ; budf you be ever faithfol to 
him, you will always be in joy. Magdalen wept, as 
thinking tile Lord had forfaken her; b11t Martha faid, 
See, the Lord calls yo11. Be diligent in your diity, 
and obey faithfully the motions of his grace, and Je­
fos. will remain always with yon. 

Attend, H,/oif,, to fome inll:ruaions I have to give 
you. You are l',t the head of a fociety, and you know 
there is this difference between thofe who lead a pri­
nte life and fuch as are ch,arged with the condua of 
others; that the firft neecl only labour for their own 
fanaification, and, in acquiuing themfelves of their 
duties, are not obliged to praaife all the virt11es in 
fuch an apparent manner ; whereas they who have 
the condufi of otlters intralled to them, ought by 
their example to engaie them to do all the good they 
are capable of in their condition. I befeech you to 
attend to thia truth, and fo to follow it, as that your 
whole life may be a perud model of that of a religi• 
ous redufe. 

God, who heartily defires our falvation, bath made . 
all the mean.3 of it eafy to us-; Jn the Old itjlament 
he hath written in the Tables of the l,aw what he re­
f¾ uircs of us, taat we might not 'at.~"~~~~,~\.~\.~~-

R ~'\. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



I H A B 'E f. A f. D ,, H t LO I S I~ 

ing after his will. ' J11 the Nt<W 'l'tjla•ntt he hatk 
written that law of grace in our hearts, to the intent: 
that it might be always prcfent with us ; ud, know­
ing the weaknefs and incapacityofour nature, he h:11l1 
given us grace to perform his will; and, as if this 
were no't enough, .he hatlt, at all times, in all ftates of 
'the church, raifed up men who, by their exemplary 
life, might excite others to their duty. To eff'ea 
this, he h;lth chofen perfons of eniry age, fex, and 
·co:iditioh. Strive now to unite ill yourfclf all thofe 
virtues which have been fcattered in thefe different 
ffatcs. Have the purity of virgins, the aufterity of 
anchorites, the zeal of pallors and bilhops, and thd · 
confiancy of martyrs, Be exaa in the ceurfe of your 
whole life to fulfil the du tie a of a holy arid enligh:ened 
fuperior, and then death, which is commonly cor.lider­
ed as terrible, will appear agreeable to you. 

'The tlentb cf his Jainti, fayi the Prop.bet, ;, pr,­
cious in the Jigbr of tbt Lord. N:or is it difficult to 
comprehend why their duth lhowld have this advan­
tage over. that. of finners: ,I have · remarked thred 
ihings wh:ch m1ghthave given the Prophet an occafion 
·of (peaking thus. Firlt, Their refignation to the will 
of God. Secc,r,dly, The continuation of their good 
works. And, lattly, The triumph they gain over thd 
·aevil. 

A faint, who has accuJlomcd himfelf to fubmit tcJ 
the will of God, yields to death without reluflance1 
He waits with joy (fays St. Gregory) fortnejudgc 
who is to reward him; he fears not to quit this mifo­
rable monal lifo, io order to begin an immortal hap­
py one. It is not fo with the ftnner, fays the fame 
Father ; he fears, and with reafon, he trembles, at 
the approach of the leaft ficknefs; death is terrible 
to him, becaufe he cannot bear the P.refence of an of­
Tended Judge ; and having fo often abulcil the grace 
11f God, he fees no way to avoid the pundhent due to 
nis fins. 

The faiats have bcudc, tbh a~'l .. t\\~ ~,tt uu.ners 
. . \.\v~.\. 
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th:it having made works of piety familiar to them 
during their life, they exercife them witho11t trcubl~, 
and having gained new llrength ag~infi the devil every 
time NlCY over~opie him, they will find rhemfelve; in a 
conditioq at the hour of death to obtain that vicl:ory 
over h.im, on which depe.nds all eternity, and the blef­
(ed union of their fouls wil'lt their <;reator. 

1 hope, Heloift, that after.having deplorfd the irre­
gularities of your pall life, you will die (a,s the Pro­
phet prayed) the death of the righteous. 'Ah_! ho\V 

, few ilre there who make their end lifter this manner! 
:md why? It is becaufe there are fo few who love the 
~rofs of Chrifl:. Every one would be faved, but few 
will ufe thofe mec1,~s which Religion prefcribes. And 
yet we can be faved by nothing but the ~rofs, why ' 
ihen do we refofe to bear it 1 Bath not our Saviou,r 
porne it before us, and died for us, to the end that 
we might alfo bear it and defire to die alfo? All the. 
faints have been afflicled ; and our Saviour himfelf 
did not pafs one hour Qf his life with_o,it fome forrow. 
1·fope not, therefore to be exempted from foff'erings. 
The Crofs, fftloift, is always at hand, bu~ take care 
that yo~ do not bear it with regret; for· by fo doing 
you will make it more heavy, and yo11 will be op pref~ 
fed by it unprofitably. On the q>ntrary, if you beir 
it with affeetion and co~rage, all your folferings t· · 
~reate in you a holy conridence, whereby you·. ; . 
.find comfort in God. Hear our Sav·iour who fa · 
" My child rtmoun·ce yourfelf, take up your crofs ati · 
foTiow me." Oh, H,loifi ! do yo11 doubt? Is not yeur 
foul ravilhed at fo faving a command ? are you deaf 
to his voice? are you infenfible to words fo full of 
kindnefs? Beware, Htloift, ofrefufing a hulband who 
demands you, and is more to be fearec!, i'f" you flight 
pis affeaion, than an.y profane lover. Provoked at 
your contempt and ingratitude, he will turn his love 
into anger, and make you feel his vengeance, How 
will yo·u fufiain his prefence when you fuall lland be~ 
fore his tribunal. 1 He will rerroa.ch you for haV\t\'t,. 

R ,, ~-:.,~,\,:,~. 
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defpifcd his grace ; he will reprefent to you his (u(­
feringa for you. What anfwer can you make i he . 
will then be implacable. He will• fay to you, Go, 
proud creature, dwell in everlafting l:lames. I fepara­
ted you from the world to purify you in folitude, an4 
yo11 did not fec011d my d'1ign; I endeaYoured to faye 
you, and you took pains to dc!ftroy yourfclf; go wretch, 
and take 1he portion of the reprobates. 

Oh, H,Joiji, prevent thefe terrible words, and avoid 
by a holy courfe, the punilhment prepared for finner,. 
l dare not give yoii a defcription of tho{e dreadfql 
tor~entswhich are the confequences of~ life of guil~ · 
I am filled with horror when they offer themfelve1 tD 
my imagination : and yet lteloifa, I can conceive no­
thing which can reach the tortures of the da~ned. 
The fire which we fee upo11 earth is hilt the fhadow 
of that which burns them ; and withoqt enumerating 
their endlefs pains, the lofs of God which they feel 
increafes all their torments. Cal\ any o~e fin who i1 
perfuaded of this i My God! can we dare to offend 
thee 1 Tho' the riches of thy mercy could aot engage 
us to love thee, the dread ofl>einJ tp.rown iato fuch an 
abyfs of Jl'lifery would reftr~q us {fQJll doins any 
tking which might difpleafe th~e ? 

I queftion not, f-Itloiji, but you will hereafter apply· 
yourfelfin good earneil to the bufinefs of your falva-
1:ion: this ought to be yo\lr whole concern. Banilll 
me, therefore, for ever from your heart ; it is the 
heft advice I can giye you: for the remembrance of a · 
perfon we have loved criminally cannot but be hurt­
l'ul, whatever advances we have made in the ways of 

. virtue. When you have extirpated your unhappy in~ 
clination towar~s me, .the praaice gf evety virtue will 
become eafy ; and when at latt your life is conforma­
ble to that of Chrift, death will be defireable 'to you. 
Your foul will joyfully leave this body, and direa it~ 
flight to heaven. Then you will appear wita confi­
~ente before your Saviour. You will not read cha­

ra{ters of your r~proba.tion ~t\\.\t\\ \\\\.b.'-~~ ofli~;_ ~'l-, 
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l,11t y011 will hear your SaYiour fay, Come, partake o( 
:my glory, and· enjoy the eternal reward I have appoint• 
cd for thofe virtue, you have praaifed. 

Farewell HJ,iji. This is tile lat advice of yom­
clear Ah/.,.d ; this is the laft time, let me perfoade 

· you to follow the holy rules of the Gofpel. Heaven 
grant that your heart, once fo fenfible of my love, mar 
now yield to be dire&d by my zeal I May the idea 
c,f your loving A/,1/ard, always prefent to your mind, 
be now changed into the image of .AIH/ard truly 
Pf:Ditcnt ! and may you filed a, many tean for {0111' 
falvatiOll as you lia&YC clone clwiDg tht courfc o oar 
aaiafortlUlCa ! 
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JN thefe deep folitudes and awful cells, 
Where heav'nly-penfive Contemplation dwells( 
And ever-mufing Melancholy reigns; 
What means this tumult in a V ellal's veins? 
Why rove my thoughts beyond this laft retreat i 
Why feel& my heart its long-forgotten heat ? 
Yet, yet I love !--From .Ahelard it ume, 
And Eloifa yet muft kifs the n:lme. 

Dear fatal name! reft ever crnreveal'd, 
Nor pafs thofe lips in holy filence (:a,'d : 
Hide it, my heart, within that clcfe difguife, 
Where mix'd with God's, his..lov'J idea !yes; 
Oh write it not, my hand-the name .:ppears 
Already written-wafu it out, m:· tears ! 
In vain loft "Eloifa weeps and pray.;, 
Her heart ftill ditlates, and her hand obeys. 

Relentlefs walls! whpfe da:kfome round cont:ui 
Repentant fighs, and ,·cluntary pains: 
Ye rugged rocks! -which holy knees hare worn ; 
Ye grotes and caverns fuagg'd with horrid thorn ! 
Shrines! where their vigils palc-ey'd vir;.;ins keep, 
Arid pitying faints, whofe ftatues le:im to weep! 
Tho' cold like you unmov'd and filentgi-own, 
I have not yet forgot myfelf to flone. _ 
Heav'n claims me all in vain, w!iile he has part, 
Still rebel Nature holds out half my heart ; 
Nor pray'rs nor falls it& ftubborn pulfe relhaiq., -
Nor tears, for ages_ taught lO fluw in vain, - _ _ 

--~ 
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Sot>n as thy Letters, trembling, I unclo(e, 
That well-known name awakens all my woes. 
Oh name.for ever fad ! for ever dear! 
Still bre1th'd in fighs, ftill utter•d with a tear. 
I tremble too where'er my own I find, 
Some dire misfortune follows clofe behind. 
Line afcer line my gufuing eyes o'crtlow, 
led through a fad variety of woe: 
Now warm in love, now with'rin~ in thy bloom, 
I.oft in a convent's folitary gloom . 
There llern religion queuch'd th' unwilling flame, 
There died the beft of paffions, Jove and fame. 

Yet write, oh write me all, that I may join 
Griefs 10 thy griefs, and echo fighs to thine. 
Nor foes nor fortune take this pow'r away ; 
.~hd is my Ahtlartl Ie!s kind than they 1 
Tears ftill are mine, and thofe I need 11otfpare, 
Love but demands what elfe were fhed in pray'r; 
No hapiiier talk thefe fadedeyes purfue; 
To read and weep is all they now can do. 

• Tl1cn lhare thy pain, allow that fad relief; . 
Ah, more than lhare it! give me all thy grief. : 
He::v'n firll taught letters for fome wretch's aid, 
~ome banilh'd lover, or fomecaptive maid; 
They live they fpeak, they breathe what love infpiret, 
Warm from the foul, and faithful to its fires, 
The virgin's with without her fears impart, 
Excufe the blulh, anJ pour out all the -heart, 
Speed the foft 1ntercourfe from foul to foul, 
A:id waft a li:?h from lndus to the Pole. 

Thou know'll ho~ g11ihlefs firil I met thy flame, 
\":'hen Love approach'd me under Friendfuip'a name; 
My fancy form'd thee of angelic kind, 
S.ime emana,ions of th' all-beauteous Mind. 
Tho!e (milling eye,, attemp'ring every ray, 
Sh:me fwcetly lambent with celetlial day. 
GuilL;els l gaz'd; ·Hcav'n liften'd while ynu fung; 
And truths divine cami mended from that tongue, 

"i~-

·1 
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From lip~ like tltof'e what r.recepb f'ail'd 19 move 1 
Ton f IOD they taught .. twa• ao ia to love t 
Jack through the path, of pleafiag ftnfe I ru, 
Nor wifh'd an angel whom I lOY'cl a maa. 
I>im and remote the Joy• of faints I fee, 
Nor envy them that laeu'a I lefe for thee. 

How oft' t whell preft to marriage, have I faid, 
Curfe on all law, bat thole which Love hu made ! 
Love, free as air, at fight ofhwnan ties, · 
Spreads his light wiaga, aacl iD a moment flie,. 
Let wealth, let honour; wait the wedded dame. 
A11g11t1: her clced, and facrcd be her fame; 
Before true pdiOD all th4Pfe views remove, 
Fame, wealth. and hoao11r ! what are yoa to lov~l 
The jealous God, when: we profane his ires. 
Thofe reftlefs paffion, in revenge infpiret, 
And bidi them make mitl:akeia mortals groan, 
Who feelt in love for ought but love alone. 
Should at my feet the world', great matl:er fall, 
Himfelf, his throne, his world, I'd fcorn •em all : 
Not Cifu'1 emprefs wolild l deign to pro,ce,; 
No, make me mitl:refa to the man I love ; 
If there be yet another aame more free, . 
More fond, than Mitl:ref,, make me that to thee I 
Oh happy t1:ate ! wliea fouls eac:la other draw, 
When love u liberty, and nature law, 
All then is full pofi"eiiag and pofil:fs'd, 
No craving void left akeing in the brcatH 
Ev'n thought mceu thought, ere from the lips it 

part. · · 
And each warm wilh fprings mutual from the heart. 
This fore is bi ifs, (if bi ifs on earth there be,.) ,. 
And once the lot of AklarJ aad me. 

Alas, how chang'd ! what fudden horrors rifd ! 
A naked lover bound and bleedin~ lye, ! 
Wh~re, where was Eloifa l her Y01ce, her hand. 
H~r poinard, had oppoi.'d the dire 00mmaad. . 

,~~~ 
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Barbarian, flay ! t~at bloody ftroke reftrain; 
The crime was common, common be the pain. 
I can no m.ore; by fuame, b,y' rage-, fupprefs'd, 
Let tears and burning blulhe1 fpeak i.he relt. 

Can ft thou forget .that fad, that fol em~ day, 
When victims at yon_ altar's foot we lay ? 
Can1l thou forget_ what tears that moment fell, _ , 
When, warm in youth, l bade the world farewell ? 
As, with cold lips I kj(;'d the facred_.veil, 
The furines all trembled, and, the lamps grew pale: 
Heav'n fcarce l>eliev'd the conqueft it forvey'd, 
And faints with wonder.heard the. vows I ·made. 
Yet then, to thofe dread altars as.I drc;w, .. 
Not on th_e Crofs 'my eyes were, fix:'d, but you: 
Not grace, or zeal, Jove only was my call, 
And if I lofe thy love,_ I lofe my all. . __ 
Come! with thy looks, thy _words, relieve my woe; 
Thpfe ftill at lcaft arc left the~ to b~llow. 
Still on that breaft cnamour'd let me lye, 
Still drink delicious poifon from thy eye, , 
fant on thy lipi and to thy heart be prefs'd; . 
Give all thou can~ ..... and let me dream the refl, 
Ah, n~ ! iriftrua me other joys to prize, 
With other beauties charm my partial eyes. -
F_ull in mY, vj!=W fet all ;he bright.abode, 
And make my foul q,nt ,4/,e/ard for God, 

, Ah ! think at leaft thy flock defei:ves thy care, 
Plants of thy hand, and children of thy pray'r. 
From the falfe· world in early youth they fled, 
By thee to mou'ntains, wilds, and dcfarts led. 
\' ou r!as'd thefe hallow'd walls; the defart (mil'd, 
And Paradife was open'd in the wild. 
No weeping orphan faw his fat!ler's !l:ores 
Our lhines irradiate, or emblaze the floors: 
No filver faints, by dying mi fer~ given, 
Here brib'd the rage of ill-req·uited H::av'n : s ~').'-
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B•1t foch plain roofs a, piety eoald raife, 
And only vocal with the maker's praifc. 
In thefe lone walls (their days eternal bound) 
Thefe mofs-grown domes with fpiryturrets crown'd; 
Where awful arch.es make a noon-dar night, 
A11sl the dim windows lhed a folemn light; 
T.hr,:t:o/es diffu.;'d a reconcilingray, 
And gleams of glory brighten'd all the- day, 
But· oow no face divine contentment wears, 
'Tis all blank fadnefs, or continaal tears. 
See how the force of others' pray'ra I tty, 
(Oh pious fraud of arn'rouscharity !) 
But why·lhou!d I on othns' prayers depend 1 
Come thou, my Father, Brother; ffafb.and, Friend t 
Ah, let thy Handmaid, Stier,; Daughter, move, 
And all thofe tender Names in QIJe, thy Love ! 
The darkfome pines, that o'er yon rocks reclin'd 
Wave high, and murmur to the hollow wind, 
The wand•ring ftreams that 1hine between t11e 

hills, 
The grates that echo to the tinkling rill,, 
The dying g1ales that pant upon the trees, 
The lakes that quiver to the curling breeze ; 
No more thefe fcenes my meditation aid, 
Or lull to reft• the vifionary maid. • 
_'But o'er the twilight grov,s, and d11flty caves. 
Long- founding aifies, and intermingled graves, 
Black Melancholy ftts., and round her throw, 
A death like filence, and a dread repofe : 
Her gloomy prefence faddcrrs all the fccne. 
Shades ev'ry flow'r, and darkens ev'ry green, 
Deepens the murmur of the falling ftooda, 
And breathes• a browner horror on rhe wooda, 

Yet here for ever, ever mull I fiay ; 
Sad proof how well a lover an obey ! , 
Death, only death, can break the lafHrtg chain; 
And here, ev'n then, fhall my cold du.ft remain; -. \\.~,, 
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Here all its fr~lties, an its ,Ramea refign; 
And wait, till 'tisno fin to mix wi~_thine. 

Ah, wretch! believ•d the fpoafe of God in vai», · 
Confcfs'd within the flave oflove and man. 
A_tlift me, Heav•n ! But whence. arofe that pray'r P 
Sprung it from piety, or from defpair l 
Ev'n here, where frozen Challity rerire1, 
Love finds an altar for forbidden fires, .• · :~. ·, 
I ought to grieve, but cannot what I ought; ~ ( / .~ ·, ·: 
I mourn the lover, not lament the fault; ,...:;_ ,:~1\ •·, ·.' 
I view my crime, but kindle at die view, r · /''' ,. • , 
Repent old pleafure,; and folicitnew; , .. ·.,, · ·. ~ 
Now turn'd to Heav•n, I weep my paft ofr"ence, '•'- -
Now think of thee, and curfe my innocence, 
Of all AfB.itlio11 taught a lover yet, 
•Tis fure the hardeJl fcience toforg.et ! 
How fl,all I lofe ~c: fin, ye_t, keep the fenfe, 
And lqve th' offender, yetdettft th' offence l 
How the dear objeft from the' crime remove, 
Or how difiin1uilb penitence from love 1 
Unequal talk! a pafilon to reftgn, 
For.hearts fo touch-'d, fo pierc•d, fo lot as mine, 
Ere fuch a foul regains in peaceful ftate, 
How often midl it lon, how often hate I 
llow often hope, ck(pair, refent, regret, 
Conceal, difdain-do all thing, but forgetf 
But let Heav'A fei" it, all at once_ 'tis ir•d~ ·. 
Not touca•d but rapt; not waken'd b11t i~fpir•d I 
Oh come! oh teach ine nature to fubdae, , 
RenQ11nce my love, my life, rnyf,M-aed you. 
Fill my fon~ he~rt with G<Hi alone, for he 
Alo11e can rival, can f acceed t.o thee. 

Hqw happy is die blamelds Vellal •s lot 1 
The world forgetting, by the world forgot : 
Eternal funlhine olthe fpoClef, mind ! ' 
~ach pr~y•r ~ceptcd, and each wilh refign•d ;. 

S 3 ·, \.."'~'' 
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Labour and ref!:, that equal periods keep, 
· • Obedient fiumbers that can wake and weep; 
Defires compos'd, affeclions ever even ; . · 
Tears that delight, and fighs that waft to heav•n. 
Grace lhines around her with fercneft beams, 
And whifp•ring angels prompt· he, golden dreams, 
For her the houfe prepares the bridal-ring, · · 
For her white virgins by1111n1als fing, · · 
For her th' unfading rofe of Eden blooms, 
And wings of-foraphs fhed divine perfumes·; 
To founds of heavenly harps fhe dies away, 
And melts in vifions of eternal day. · 

Far other dreams my erring foal employ, 
Far other raptures of unholy joy: · . · 
When at the dofe of each fad .farrowing day 
Fancy reftore1 what Vengeance fnatch'ci away, 
Then Confcience fleeps, and leavini,t Nature free, 
All my loofe fool unbounded fprings to thee. 
0 curs•d dear horrors of all-confcious Night! 
How glowing guilt exalts the ke~ndelight! 
Provoking dremons a:11 rtftraint remove, · 
And ftir within me ev'rf f~urce o( love. 
I hesr thee, view thee, gaze o'cr·all thy charms, 
And round ~hy phantoms glue my clafping armt. 
I wake-no more 1 hear, no more I view, 
The phantom flies me as unkind as you. 
I call aloud; it hears .not what I fay; 
I firetch my empty arm,; it glides away. 
To dream once more I dofe my willing •eyes; 
Ye foft illufions, dear deceits, arife ! ' : ' 
Alas no more !-Methinks we wand•ring go, 
Thro' dreary waftes, and weep each other's woe 
Where round fome mould•ring tow'r pale-· 

creeps,. 
And low-brow'd rocks hang noddin1 o'er 
· deep5, . · · 
Sudden you mount, you beckon from· the fkies: 
Clouds interpofe, waves roar, and winds arife . 
t.. 
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I lhriek, ftart up, she fame fad pro(pe6 fincl 
And wake to all 1he griefs l le(t behind. · 

For thee the fates, feverely kind,, ordtin · 
A cool fufpenfo from pleaforeand from pafo; 
Thy life a long dead calm of fix•d repofc; · 
No pulfe tha1 riots, and no blood that glows ; 
Still aa the fea, ere winds were taught to blow, 
Or moving Spirit bade the water• flow ; ' 
Soft as the flumbers of a faint forgi,•n, 
And mild as opening gleains of promis•d heav•a. 

Come, A/;1/t.zrd I for what haft rhou to dread l 
The torch of Vernia burns n.ot for the dead. 
Nature fiands check;d; Religion difapprove,; 
Ev'n thou artcold-ye"t Eloifa loves. 
Ah hoplefs, hilling flames ! like thofe that bum. 
To light tl!e dead, and warmth' unfruitful urn~ 
Whaifcene1 appear! where e'er ltarn my view~ 
The dear ideas where I fly purfoe, · · · 
Rife in the-grove; before the altar· rife, 
Stain all my foul, and wanton in my eyes. 
I wafte the rnatin lamp in fighs for thee, 
Thy•image fieals between my· God and me; 
Thy voice I feem in ev'ry hymn to hear,' 
With ev•ry bead l .trop too foft a tear. 
When from the ccnfer clouds ·of fragrance rolJ, 
And [welling organs lift the riling foul, . 
O~e thought of lhec puts a!l the pomp to flight, 
Pnefh, tapers, temples~ fw1m before my fight : · 
In feaa of flame m}" plunging foul is drown•d, 
While alta'rs blaze, -and anicts tremble round. 
While proilrate here in humble gtiefl lye 
Kin~; virtu~us drops, j~ft g~thering inmy eye~ 
While pray111g, trembhng, in the duft I roll, · 
And dawning grace is opening on my foul: 
Come, if thou dar'ft, all charming a., thoa art ! 
O_ppofc ihyfelfto Heav•a; difputc my heart ; · 
~ . 
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Come, with one glance ofthof• delodinr eyes · 
Blot out each brignt idea of the ,kies ; . 
Take back that grace, thofc forrows, and tbofe tears; 
Take back my fruitlefs peniM:ace and prayers ; 
Snatch me, juft mounting, fr•m the bleft abode; 
Affift the fiend1 and tear me from my God ! 

No, fty me! fly me! far as f!>le from pole ; 
Rife Alps between IJS, and whofe oceans roll ! 
Ah, come not, write no&, think not once of me, 
Nor .lhare one paa-g of all I fch for thee, 
Thy oaths I quit, thy memory re6gn; 
Forget, renounce me, bate whate'er was mine. 
Fair eyes, and tempting look,, whida yet I view ! 
Long-liv'd ador•d ideas, '11 adieu I 
0 grace ferene I oh virtue heav"nly fair ! 
J)ivine oblivic• of low-~ughted ~ l · 
Frefh blooming Hepe, &•Y dauahter of the ~J l 
And faith, our early immortality ! 
Enter, each mild, each amicable gveA; 
Receive and wrap me in ctoruar reft I 

Sec in her cell fad £/oifa fpread, . . 
J'ropt on fome tomb, a neighbo~r.of the dead! 
In each low wind methink, a fpirit calls, 
And more than echoe1 aalk alQng the wal~•, 
Here, •• I watch•d the dying lamps aroorid, 
from yonder fhrine I heard 1t hollow found : 
• Come, filler, come! (it faid, or feem'd to fay,) 
• Thy place i. here, fad fifter come away! . 
• Once like thyfelf I trembleq, wept, a~d/ray'cf, 
• Lov~•s victim then, though now a fainu: Jllaid : 
~ But all is calm in thia eternal llcep; 
• Here Grief forgets to groan, and Love to weep ; 
• Ev'n _Superftition lofes ev'ry fear: 
• For God~ 11ot man, abfoives our frailties here.• 

I come, I come ! prepare your rofe_at .bow•rs, 
Cele!tial palm, aad eyer-blooming flow'n. 
. Thither 
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Thither, were finners m~y have reft, I 2'>, · 
Where flames refin•d in breafts fera,phic gllilw; 
Thou, Alulard ! the !ail fad offic:e pay~ 
And fmooth my paff'age '° the rul_nu of (lay.;_ 
See my lips tremble, and my eye-balJ.s roll, 
Suck my !all breath, and ca_tc;h the flying foul! 
Ah no--. in facred veftmen.u may'ft thou ft11-n_d; 
The hallow'd taper trembliAg in thy hand., 
Prefent the Crofs before my lifted eye, , 
Teach me at once, and ~un of me to die. 
Ah then, the once lov'd E/pija fee I 
,It will be then no crime to gaze on me. 
See from my cheek the tranfient rofes fly! 
See the Jail fparkle languifh in my eye I 
'Till ev'ry motion, pulfe, ~nd. breat~ be o'~r;. 
And ev'n m.y 41,,1tr,J, be lw!d DO UIOre •. 
0 death, all eloquent! you only prove 
What dull: we dote on, when 'tis man we love. 

Then too, when Fate fhaJI thy fair ii-ame *tb-oy P 
(That caufe of all my guilt, and all my joy) 
1n trance ecJlatic may the pangs be drown•d, 
Bright clouds defceud,. and angels watcl,. thee 

round, .. . ·. . 
From opening Oi\ies may ftreaming glories lhine, 
And faints embrace thee with a love like mine. 

May one kind grave unite each haplef~ namei 
And graf~ my love i111qiortal an dty fallle !· 
Then, ages hence, when all my woes aro o'er, ' 
When this rebellioirs heart iltall beat no more. 
If ever Chance two wand'ring lovers brings · · 
To Pal"tlciett's white walls and filver fpriRgs,. 
O'er the pale marbl~ fhall they join their_ heads,. 
And drink the falling tears each other. lbcids.;, ' · 
Then fadty fay, with mutual pity IJ\OV'd, . 
'' Oh may we nev~ love as tltefe have lov'd t" 
From the full choir, when loud Hofannu rife, 
A~d fwcll the poatpof dreadfuHacri~ce,. 
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Amid that f«-ne, if fome relenting' ey~ 
Glance on. the lloDe where our cold relics lye; . 
Devotion's {elf fhall fieal a thought from heav•n; 
One human tear fhall drop, and be forgiv'n. 
And fure, if l-'~te fome future bard fhall joio. 
Jn fad familitude of griefs like mine, 
Condemn'd whole years in abfence t~ deplore, 
And image charms he muft behold no more ; 
Such if there be; who loves fo long, (o well;· 
Let him our fad, our tender, lory tell ; 
The well-fung woes will fmooth my penfive ghoft :' 
He heft can paint e'm, who fhall fed 'em m'oft. 

ABELARD to ELOISA, 

. I N my, dark cell., low proftrate on the ground·, .. 
Mo11rnin'g my crimes, thy Letter enlrance found; 
Too foon my foul the well-known name confeft, 
My beating heart fprang fiercely in my breaft, 
Thro' my whole frame a guilty tranfport glow•a, 
And ftreaming torrents from my eyes faft flow'd :J · 

0 Eloifa ! art thou ilill the fame? . 
Doil: thou ftill nourifh this deftruaive flame? 
Have not the gentle' rules of Peace and Heay'iJi 
From thy foft foul this fatal paffion driv'n i" 
Alas I I thought you difengag•d and free; . 
And c.an you ilill, llill figh and weep for me i 

~-
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What powerful Deity, wh.at hallow'd Shrine; 
Can fave me.from a love, a faith like thine? 
Where fhall I Hy., when not this awful Cave, 
Whofe ru~ged_ feet the (urging billows lave; 
When not thefe.gloomy cloiller's folemn walls, 
O'er whofe rough lides the languid ivy crawls, 
When my dread vews, in vain, their force oppofe i 
Oppos'd to live-alas !-how vain are VQWS ! 
In fruitlefs penitence I wear away . . . 
Each tedious night, and fad revolving day 1 
I faft, I pray, and, with deceitful art, 
Veil thy dear_image in my tomir•ct hea_rt ; 
My tortur'd heart conffiaing paffions move. 
I hope defpair, rtpent--yet ftill I love: 
A thoufand jarring thoug-hu my bofom tear; 
J.'or, thou, not God, 0 Eloifi ! art there. 
To the falfe world', deluding pleafores dead; 
Nor long-er .by its wand'ring fires milled, 
ln learn•d difputes harfh precepts I infufe, 
And give the counfel I want pow·r to ufe. 
The rigid n1axims of the grave and wife · 
Have quench'd each milder fparkle of my eyes: 
Each loviey feature of this once lov'd face, 
By grief revers'd, affumea a fterner grace ; 
0 Eloifa ! fuould the fates once more, 
Indulgent to my view, thy charms re/lore, 
How from my arms would 'ft thou with horror fiar~ 

· To mifs the fortn familiar to thy heart; · 
Nought could thy quick, thy piercing judgm·ent fee, 
To fpeak nie Al,elartl-:-but love totbee. • 
Lean Abftinence, pale Grief, and haggard Care. 
The direattendantsofforlorn J?efpai,, ·. · 

- Have Jfl,e/artl, the young, the gay , rcmov'd,. 
And in the Hermit funk the man j,ou lov'd; . 
Wrapt in the:gloom thefe h91y manfion~ fl1ed; 
The thorny paths .of Penitence I tre~ ; 

T Loil 
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Loft to the wotld. fNNII all its itlt•rcfti '-• 
And tom from all m)' f-•l taeld dtlt ia diet. 
Ambition wiah ica train offrailria jO'AC. 
All loves and form• fotget-b11t thuie.W.fi 
Amid the blaze of day; the cl■ft. of nig .. , 
My E/oif• rifes to my fight; · 
Veil'd aain Paraclet1•1 fec:l■clecl tow•n, 
The wretched mournerco■nta the Jaapas ..._., 
I hear her fighs, fee the fwift fallillg -.a. -
Weep all her griefst alld pant with all Im...._ 
0 vows ! 0 convent ! your llcnl ferce impart, 
And frown the melting phan&oa &e. •J Mll't • 
Let other figha a worthier forrow then,. 
Let other tears -from fin repentance Sow f 
Low to the earth m)' guilty eyea I roll. 
And humble to the dufl my hcanttg ftMllf 

· Forgiving Pow•r ! thy gracious call I meet, 
Who firft impower•d this rebel heart to be.art; 
Who thro' this trembling, tllis o.l'eadin& frame, 
For nobler ends infpir•d life's aftive Bame. 
0 ! change the temper of thia lab'riwll M'Ctlft, 
And form anew each beating p11lft to reft t 
Let fpriaging grace, fair faith, and hope RIIIOl'9 
The fatal traces of deftrut\ire Inc ! 
Deftruaive love from his warm mahioas tar. 
And leave no traits of Eloi/11 there ! 

Are thefe the wifheaofmy inmol.foitlP 
Would I iu foft, it, tend•reft fenfe c:muo11U 
Would I, thus touch•d, thia glowing iseart~ 
To die cold fubftance of this marble 8sriu i 
Tranaform •d like thefe pale !warm, aha& ro■n• • 

move, 
Ofbletlinfenfibles-who know no lont 
Ah ! rather let me keep this haplefs ftamc f 
Adieii ! f&lfehoaour, uaavailiDg fa:mt l 
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Not your hadh rple~, b~t ~11d1r ~qv,, f~ppJieJ 
The ftre;uns that gu1h ~ltl lllY 4ef~ring czycs ; 
I feel the traitor ~h about my '1c~t, 
And thro' my veins ),Vit~ tre,\ch,'zQus i11~111Cnce dart ; 
lnfpire me, He;Jw'n ! affjff: me, qr•~ divine, . 
Aid me, ye Saints ! 1mkJQ'\VKa to pai~s lilt• mine: 
You, who 011 eart,h ferene all gr~!Cf• ~011hl prov!C, 
All but6c tort'rµig pangs 9fJl9P'J~f, l9vc: J 
A holier rage in your pure bofoms d·welt, 
Nor can you pity what YO!:' Jl&Ver felt: 
A fympathiling grief ,tone c~n lure, 
The hand that 4eals, m~O. feeJ wh.i l endurf, 
Thou. E/oifi, alone~~ give me ••(o, 
And bid my ftruggling foul fubfide t_o pciiJce i 
Rellore me to my.fang loll: he~v'I!- of rell, 
And take· thyfelf from my reluf,lant breaft ; 
If crimes li~ mine could ~n ill~y ,.c;c~iv,s, 
That blell allay thy WOl),q'ronJ ~h~m,. mipi &iv~. 
Thy form, that firll to love my ~art 1nch~~4, 
Still wanders in my l~ft, my guilty min~. 
f faw thee is tJie new blown blolfoms fiLlr, 
Sprightly as li~t, more foft than fummer's air, 
Bright as their beams thy ~yes a mind difolofe, 
Whil~ on thy lips gay ~lulh'd tllP fragr1mt rofe; 
Wit, youth, and love, in each d~ar fe!lture fl1on, ; 
Preft by my fate, I gaz'd-anc}. was lUldonc. 

There dy'd the gen'rous are, whQfe vig'rous flame 
Enlarg•d my foul, and urg•a 1t1e on tqfazµe; 
Nor fame, nor wealth, my foften'4 ~cart coulcl move, 
Dully infenfible t~ all ~ut love. 
Snatch'd from myfelf, my learni11g taftele(s grew; 
Vain myphilofophy, oppo~•d to you; · 
A train of woes fucc.eed, nor flloulq we mo1,1rn, 
The hours that ~iU\llot, oµght not to returs. 

As once tD love I fway•d you yielding inind, 
Too fond, al~~ I too fatally incJin'd, · 

T :. 
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To virtue now let me your breaft infpfre, 
And fan, with zeal diYine, the heaY'nly ire; 
Teach yo11 to injur•d HeaY'n all chang•d to tal'lf, 
And bid the foul with faored rapture b1un. ' 
0 ! that my own example might impart 
1'his noble wlrmth to your foft rremblin,r heart! 
That mine, with pio11s undifi"embled care,". . . 
Could aid the latent virtue ftruggling then:. 

Alas ! I rave-n:ir grace, nor zeal divine, 
Burn in a heart opprefs•d with crimes like mine, 
Too fore 1 find, while I the tortures prove · 
Of feeble piety, confliaing love, 
On black defpair my forc•d devotion's built; 
A bfence for me has !harper pangs than guilt. 
Yet, yet, my Eloija, thy charms I view, 
Yet my fighs breath, my tears po11r forth for you; 
Each weak refillance 11:ronger knits niy chain, · 
I figh, weep, love, defpair, repent-in vain; 
Hail:e, E!oifa, hafie, your lover free,· · · · 
Amidil your warmefi pray•r-0 think o,i me! 
Wing with your rifing zeal my grov'linf min~ 
And let me mine from your repentance nd ! · 
Ah! labour, ftrife, yourlove, your felfcontroull 
Tbe chang-e Will fure aff'ea my kindred foul j · 
In blell confent r·ur purer fighs fuall breath, 
Ancl ~-!eav'1< ~ft.:lin·g, fuall our crimes forgive, 
B•tt i: u,1!-;::,F, ,·.·recched, loll: in vain, · · 
Faintly th' u,,eq••al comhatyoufufiain; 
If not to H ~:it' n you feel your bofom rife, 
Nor t~ar~· re/in 'd tall coiilrite from your eyes , 
If ,1iil, your heart its wonted paffions move, 
If Hill, to fpe-:ik all pains in one-you love ; 
Deaf to the weak effays of living breath, 
:Attend th-,tlronger eloquence ofDcath. 
When that kind pow'r this captive foul fuall fre~, 
Which only thrn can ceafe to <!oat on thee ; · · 

~\.~. 
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When gently funk to my eternal ileep, 
The Paraclcte my peaceful urn fhall keep J 
Then, Eloifa, then your lover view, 
Sec his quench'd eyes no longer gaze on you ; 
From their dead orbs that tender utt'rance flown,· 
Which firft 10 thine my heart's fgft fate ·made known, 
Thi1 breli no more, at length to eafe confign•d, 
Pan~ likc~e waving a(pin in the wind ; 
See all my wild, tumultuous paffion o'er, 
And th.ou, amazing change ! belov'd no more; 
Behold the deftin'd end of human love-
But let the fight your zeal alone improve; 
Let not your confcious fou 1, to forrow mov•d• 
Recall how much, how tenderly I lov•d: 
With pious care your fruitlefs griefs reftrain. 
Nor let a tear your facred veil profane; 
Not ev'n a ftgh on my cold urn bellow ; 
But let your breaft with new-born rapuirea glow 1 
Let love divine, frail mortal love dethrone, 
And to your mind immortal joys make known; 
Let Heav'n relenting !trike your ravifu•d view. 
And ftill the bright, the blei purfait renew I 

. ~o with yo11r crimes fhall yoW' mhfortune ceafe; 
A,nd your rack'd foul be calmly hufh'd to peace. 
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